Mercy 2
7 Redemptive Gifts of the Spirit - 2013

I. Intro
1. Open Bibles to Romans 12:6-8

2. Last week
A. Introduction to a new series of messages on the Mercy
a. “Mercy and Changing Seasons”
B. Three voices from three different streams indicting that we’re in a season of significant change for the church.
a.  Wayne Jacobsen: Relational Paradigm
b. Phyllis Tickle: Historical Paradigm
c. Arthur Burk: Prophetic Paradigm
C. Arthur Burk communicates it this way:
a. That we have changed spiritual seasons
b. From what he calls The Rule Season to The Mercy Season
c. Ruler and mercy are the 6th and 7th of the 7 Redemptive Gifts listed in Romans 12
d. Burk believes that the 7 gifts parallel 7 seasons of church history
e. According to Arthur Burk The Mercy Season began in early 21st century

3. So, Today, I want to continue the introduction to my series on Mercy by taking a closer look at the 7 Redemptive Gifts of The Spirit
A. Gift Lists in Scripture
B. Significance of the number 7
C. The Context of Paul’s list in Romans 12
D. Definitions
E. Personal Application

4. Read & Pray: Romans 12:6-8
a. 6We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man's gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith. 7If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; 8if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern (rule) diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully.
b. Prophet, Servant, Teacher, Encourager, Giver, Ruler & Mercy

II. Lists of Spiritual Gifts Found in Scripture 
1. Charismatic or Spiritual Gifts in 1 Corinthians 12:8-10
A. Wisdom, Knowledge, Discernment, Faith, Healing and Miracles, Tongues, Interpretation of Tongues and Prophecy.
B. In verse 28 Saint Paul adds:
a. “And God has placed in the church first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healing, of helping, of guidance, and of different kinds of tongues.”

2. Ministry or Office Gifts in Ephesians 4:11
A. Apostle, Prophet, Evangelist, Pastor and Teacher.

3. The 7 Spirits of God from Isaiah 11:2
A. Though not specifically listed as gifts, their manifestation in our lives certainly would be.
B. The Spirit of the Lord, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 

4. Motivational or Redemptive Gifts in Romans 12:6-8
A. Prophet, Servant, Teacher, Encourager, Giver, Ruler & Mercy

5. Overlap
A. As you can see there is significant overlapping on these lists.
B. As prevalent as spiritual gifts are to the New Testament narrative it’s difficult to support any theological perspective that out right rejects or marginalizes them.
C. I can appreciate that the gifts can be messy
a. Especially revelatory gifts
b. And for that reason I understand why some pastors and leaders prefer to ignore them.
c. But messy is not an excuse to dismiss them, 
d. Instead, it’s a cry for maturity.
D. Any honest student of scripture simply cannot pick and choose cafeteria style the texts they like and the texts they don’t like.
a. Church leaders may not feel comfortable with the Gifts of the Holy Spirit but they still have to decide what they’re going to do with these lists and texts like 1 Corinthians 14:1
b. “purse love, eagerly desire spiritual gifts, especially prophecy”
E. The Greek word here translated desire is zeloo (za-lou-o)
a. It’s where get our English word zeal
b. It means to burn with zeal, be zealous in the pursuit of 
c. It means to desire earnestly, to pursue, to strive after
d. No matter how you shake it, it’s not passive…
i. It’s passionate
ii. It’s purposed
iii. It’s intentional
F. Today I’ll be focusing on Paul’s list in Romans 12
a. The Motivational or Redemptive Gifts in verses 6-8
b. But first let me make some comments concerning the number seven

III. Significance of the Number 7
1. JPJ – SMI – ISD
A. Student, host, teacher, training center leader, teacher training, Director of Ministry Operation including oversight of ISD and seven international training centers
2. From my Streams Training I know that the number seven means perfection or completion
A. That’s based upon the seventh day of creation
a. Genesis 2:1-2 “Thus the heavens and the earth were completed in all their vast array. 2 By the seventh day God had finished the work he had been doing; so on the seventh day he rested from all his work.”
3. Scripture is filled with sevens
A. Along with the 7 Spirits of God is Isaiah 11 and the 7 Redemptive Gifts in Romans 12 we have … to name just a few…
B. The 7 days of creation
C. The 7 churches in Revelation 2-3
a. Ephesus; Smyrna (smore-ny-us); Pergamum (per-ga-mas); Thyatira (thou-ta-ra); Sardis (sar-dice); Philadelphia; Laodicea
D. The 7 pieces of furniture in the Tabernacle
a. Brazen altar; Bronze Laver; Table of Showbread; Golden Lampstand; Altar of Incense; The Ark of the Covenant; The Mercy Seat       
E. The 7 Feasts of the Israelites
a. Passover; Unleavened Bread; First fruits; Pentecost; Trumpets; Atonement; Tabernacles.
F. The 7 Parables of Jesus in Matthew 13
a. The Sower; The Weeds; The Mustard Seed; Yeast; Treasure in a Field; Pearl; Net with Fish
G. The 7 Last words of Christ on the Cross
a. Father forgive them (Luke 23:24); 
b. Today you will be with me in paradise (Luke 23:43); 
c. Here is your mother (John 19:27); 
d. My God, My God, why have you forsaken me? (Matthew 27:46); 
e. I am thirsty (John 19:28); 
f. It is finished (John 19:30); 
g. Father, into your hands I commit my spirit (Luke 23:46).
H. The 7 Seals in Revelation 6
a. White horse; red horse; black horse; pale horse; souls of martyrs; great earthquake; golden censer.
b. God seems to like the number 7

4. Not to mention the sevens Nature, Art & Science
A. The 7 colors of the rainbow
a. In Genesis 9:13 God says “I have set my rainbow in the clouds, and it will be the sign of the covenant between me and the earth.”
b. White, red orange, yellow, green, blue & purple
B. Or the 7 major notes in a musical scale
a. C,D,E,F,G,A and B
C. Seven Continents
a. Asia, Africa, North America, South America, Europe, Antarctica and Australia
5. By any measure, even the most superficial observation the number 7 is significant
A. Would you be surprised to discover that some of these sevens parallel one another?
B. That the 7th Redemptive Gift Mercy parallels
a. The 7th day of creation: Rest
b. And the 7th piece of furniture in the tabernacle: The Mercy Seat?
c. Now that seems significant to me
C. For those who like to study – I thinks there’s a gold mine here.

IV. Context of Romans 12
1. Who: Written by Saint Paul to the Christians in Rome

2. Where: Paul wrote Romans toward the end of his three month stay in Greece, specifically Corinth, on his third journey (Romans 15:25-26; Acts 20:1-3)

3. When: in 58 A.D.

4. Why: To Communicate Two Major Themes
A. Chapters 1-11: The Gospel is God's power to save all who believe 
B. Chapters 12-15: How we should live in Christ
a. The Redemptive Gifts are listed at the beginning of the second section
b. Here Saint Paul begins laying a foundation for Christian living



5. Outline of Romans Chapter 12
A. That we are to be a living sacrifice not conformed to the world’s systems (Romans 12:1-2)
B. That we are to, in unity – humbly live out of the spiritual gifts we’ve been given by God (Romans 12:3-8)
C. And we are to do all of this in love (Romans 12:9-21

6. I encourage you to read, study and meditate on Romans 12 – it’s rich!

V. Define the 7 Redemptive Gifts
1. Strong’s Concordance
	 Gift
	Greek
	Definition

	Prophet
	propheteia
	foretelling, Divinely inspirited speech

	Servant
	diakonia
	server; attendant, help meet other’s needs

	Teacher
	didasko
	Teacher or master, to give instruction

	Exhorter
	parakaleo    
	to call near, to comfort, encourage & strengthen. Also name of the Holy Spirit

	Giver
	metadidomi
	to give over, to impart

	Ruler
	proistemi
	to preside over, to superintend, protector, guardian

	Mercy
	eleeo
	To help the afflicted, heartfelt compassion 



2. Redemptive Gifts are also known as Motivational Gifts and can be likened to Personality Types
A. My research has discovered the following traits common in people with each of these Redemptive Gift. 
a. Consider this a tool for definition and understanding

VI. Redemptive Gift Traits
1. Prophet
A. Sees the world primarily as “black and white”
B. Easily understands and lives by spiritual laws (highly principled)
C. Concerned with justice and injustice
D. Knows the “mind” of God (easily inhabits both realms)
E. Strong intuitive senses and strong faith
F. Does not a have a difficult problem with confrontation
G. Visionary (sees “farther” than others)
H. Dislikes being bound and restricted
I. Highly competitive, fire in their belly
J. Passion for excellence
K. Needs a destination
L. When Unredeemed the Prophet
a. can become judgmental
b. can have high vacillation of emotions
c. is hard on himself when he fails
d. susceptible to witchcraft
e. needs to work harder on developing and maintaining relationships

2. Servant
A. Loves to help people (sometimes to their own neglect and detriment)
B. Comes from the Greek root word “aid,” meaning “waiter”
C. Is amiable and compliant --- an excellent team player
D. Many times apologizes unnecessarily (does not think he is excellent)
E. Extremely loyal (especially to family)
F. Always working behind the scenes (does not want the limelight)
G. Sees needs quickly
H. Consistent and steady in life (even-keeled)
I. Good work ethic
J. Pure motives – assists others without expecting return
K. God usually grants great authority (mainly because they don’t want it)
L. When Unredeemed the Servant
a. is easily taken advantage of (needs but often fails to set firm boundaries)
b. is susceptible to a “victim” mentality
c. is often exploited, people pleaser, tends to attract disrespect, 
d. can make excuses for bad character
3. Teacher
A. Sees details that many overlook
B. Strong responsibility towards others
C. Broad base of understanding
D. Specialist (predisposed to writing and education)
E. Processes information slower than others
F. Needs to validate truth - Loves research and accuracy
G. Precise with facts 
H. Deep family loyalty
I. When Unredeemed the Teacher
a. can become an “enabler” (by failing to allow others to take responsibility)
b. can be prone to denial
c. can be susceptible to a “religious spirit (because they love the truth they can resist new revelation; for example: the Scribes and Pharasises 
d. can become legalistic

4. Exhorter
A. Encourager, consoler, counselor, intercessor
B. Always diligent and busy
C. Easily crosses relational lines with different groups
D. From the root Greek word “paraklete” which means “one who comes along side of
E. World-change - very evangelistic
F. Excellent communicator (because they are so highly relational)
G. Quickly adapts to different situations
H. Visionary (sees wider than others)
I. When Unredeemed the Exhorter
a. Can be susceptible to taking on too much work, needs to allow others to own their problems
b. Can go with feelings over principles (needs to develop character and integrity)

5. Giver
A. Liberal in their generosity, sometimes extravagant (but not wasteful)
B. Has an innate ability to produce at a high level
C. Non-confrontational
D. Adaptable / flexible (which sometimes makes the gifts harder to identify)
E. Has diverse interests and involvements
F. High nurturing ability
G. Generational world view
H. High level of favor (your gift will make a way for you Prov. 18:16)
I. Is more situational over experiential
J. Solution oriented
K. Tends to be independent
L. Resists absolutes by trying to keep many options open
M. Female givers are more sensitive to others with hidden agendas
N. When Unredeemed the Giver
a. can be susceptible to control
b. can give with strings attached
c. susceptible to devouring of resources
d. can be greedy (accumulation of things for self)
e. needs to learn how to entirely trust God
f. will hoard if driven by fear

6. Ruler
A. Strong administrative abilities
B. Extends resources further than most
C. Implementer / Builder
D. High level of excellence
E. Loves pressure
F. Solution oriented
G. Rarely is stagnant – always moving and progressing
H. Stand alone on principals
I. Loyalty is extremely important to them
J. Can draw the best out of the worst people
K. Excellent with time management
L. Can juggle many things simultaneously
M. When Unredeemed the Ruler
a. can be controlling
b. susceptible to lack of resources
c. can fall short in nurture (can be an overly strict disciplinarian)
d. puts those around them under the same high pressure

7. Mercy
A. Compassionate / benefactor
B. Empathetic, sensitive - helps others embrace pain
C. Well-liked, rarely has enemies
D. A safe person for the wounded
E. Discerns people well
F. Can sense and attract the wounded and rejected
G. Feeling-oriented, intuitive, intuitive, intuitive!
H. Knows the “heart” of God
I. Loves worship, enters God’s presence easily
J. Loves beauty. Defines the ambiance
K. Works hard.
L. Drawn to the prophet
M. Needs intimacy and physical contact (touching, hugs, etc) because they are designed to help heal
N. Dislikes confrontation
O. The gift of Mercy is dramatically different than the six gifts. The Mercy hears God with his/her heart while the others tend to hear God with their mind. 
P. God uses the gift of Mercy to bring the spiritual climate into right alignment through the blessing of presence.
Q. When Unredeemed the Mercy
a. can become an enabler
b. can be prone to a victim mentality
c. can easily become exploited
d. needs to set firm boundaries
II. Application
1. So, how many can you see yourself described in one of these gifts?
2. How many can see other people you know?
3. Questionnaires
O. This afternoon when I post the sermon I’ll add two files to the Church’s Facebook Page & Email
a. PDF file: Redemptive Gifts Questionnaires
i. Questionnaire 1 has 91 questions
ii. Questionnaire 1 has 140 questions
b. PDF file with personality traits of each Redemptive Gift
P. If you’re the type of person that enjoying taking personality type tests, you’ll love this.
a. I love those types of tests, Nadine hates them

4. Next week we’ll begin taking a more specific look at Mercy with the Beatitude from Matthew 5:7
O. “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall be shown mercy”

P. Close in prayer
