The Gospel of John 6:41-51

Introduction
· Open Bibles to John 6
· We’re working our way through the Gospel of John
· We took a couple of weeks off for Russ’ Testimony and Easter
· Today we’re back to the Gospel of John
· Currently in the midst of chapter 6
· We’re looking at an ongoing conversation between Jesus and the multitude he fed with the loaves and fish.
· Today we’ll cover verses 41-51
· But for the sake of context, let’s pick up the conversation at verse 35

35 Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never go hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. 36 But as I told you, you have seen me and still you do not believe. 37 All those the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never drive away. 38 For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him who sent me. 39 And this is the will of him who sent me, that I shall lose none of all those he has given me, but raise them up at the last day. 40 For my Father’s will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will raise them up at the last day.”

41 At this the Jews there began to grumble about him because he said, “I am the bread that came down from heaven.” 42 They said, “Is this not Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How can he now say, ‘I came down from heaven’?”

43 “Stop grumbling among yourselves,” Jesus answered. 44 “No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws them, and I will raise them up at the last day. 45 It is written in the Prophets: ‘They will all be taught by God.’ Everyone who has heard the Father and learned from him comes to me. 46 No one has seen the Father except the one who is from God; only he has seen the Father.47 Very truly I tell you, the one who believes has eternal life. 48 I am the bread of life. 49 Your ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness, yet they died. 50 But here is the bread that comes down from heaven, which anyone may eat and not die. 51 I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats this bread will live forever. This bread is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.”

I Am the Bread of Life
· In verse 35 Jesus makes an announcement
· He makes a profound declaration to the multitude: 
· “I Am The Bread of Life” 
· Then he goes on to list the benefits of this Divine Bread in verses 35-40
· Whoever comes to me will never go hungry
· Whoever believes in me will never be thirsty
· Whoever comes to me I will never drive away
· I shall lose none of all those he (The Father) has given me
· I will raise them up at the last day.
· I want this bread
· How about you?
· This brings us to today’s message
· We see the multitude’s response to Jesus’ profound declaration.

Verses 41 and 42
· And in verse 41- 42 we see their reaction
· 41 At this the Jews there began to grumble about him because he said, “I am the bread that came down from heaven.” 42 They said, “Is this not Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How can he now say, ‘I came down from heaven’?”
· It’s as if they suddenly began to realize that the conversation had shifted
· No longer were they discussing the breakfast menu but an entirely other topic
· Here we have yet another example of the conflict between:
· The natural and supernatural
· The physical and the spiritual
· The earthly and the heavenly

· Jesus is telling them, rather plainly, that:
· He is the bread that came from heaven
· That He is their Salvation
· And all they can see the earthly Jesus
· The son of Mary and Joseph 
· You know, the carpenter’s son

· Their God box is so small 
· And their God is so very big!

· This encounter between Jesus and the multitude reminds me of John 1:11
· “He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him.”
· The problem here was with what they knew.
· They knew a version of Jesus
· But not the fullness of who he actually was
· They knew Jesus the son of Joseph
· But they didn’t know Jesus the Son of God the Father
· They knew Jesus who could multiply bread
· But they didn’t know Jesus THE bread of life
· Jesus is trying to introduce himself…
· His true self to them… 
· But he keeps bumping into their preconceived mindsets
· I run into this problem constantly when I try to introduce people to a merciful Heavenly Father who loves them lavishly and extravagantly
· Too many Christians seem to prefer their preconceived mindset of God as the Angry Judge ready to hammer them.


Verses 43-44
· 43 “Stop grumbling among yourselves,” Jesus answered. 44 “No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws them, and I will raise them up at the last day. 
· The Jews thought that they were all chosen by God
· Chosen by virtue of their natural birth as Hebrews
· Jesus makes it crystal clear that The Father must draw people before they can come to Jesus. 
· It’s not a matter of nationality or religious affiliation
· It’s relational
· Even our ability to come to God begins with God
· It’s the initiation of His mercy, His grace and His love that enables me to even begin to have faith in him
· He did it all
· He continues to do it all
· This verse has changed the way I pray for those who need a relationship with Jesus
· I pray: Father draw them to Jesus

David Guzik says concerning verse 43
· “We like to feel as though we are in charge and that we give ourselves to God. In truth, He calls and we come. This understanding of God's initiative in salvation should makes us more confident in evangelism, knowing that God is drawing people, and we can expect to see those whom the Father draws come to Him.”
· “He calls and we come”
· That’s so good!
· And I would add that… it sets us free in evangelism
· God knows what he’s doing
· All I’m doing it going out for a walk with Him, with God, and watching what he’s doing. 
· That’s freedom, not obligation, not guilt, no pressure!
· It’s not about my performance
· Or how many “I” can get today.
· Or how many notches I can add to my bible
· Rather it’s…
· Father, who are you drawing to Jesus today and how can I play with you?

Jesus Continues by Quoting the Prophets
· Verses 45-46
· 45 It is written in the Prophets: ‘They will all be taught by God.’ Everyone who has heard the Father and learned from him comes to me. 46 No one has seen the Father except the one who is from God; only he has seen the Father.
· Cross references indicate that Jesus is referring to the Prophets Isaiah and Jeremiah.
· Isaiah 54:13 
· All your children will be taught by the Lord, and great will be their peace.
· And Jeremiah 31:33
· “This is the covenant I will make with the people of Israel after that time,” declares the Lord. “I will put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people.
· The Lord himself will be our instructor
· It’s his covenant promise to put his word in our minds and on our hearts!
· Can you see why I think it’s so very important that we develop the capability to see and hear spiritually?
· He’s continually broadcasting
· Oh that we would tune in to His station

· So here we see that Jesus is challenging the multitude
· Have you heard the Father?
· Have you learned from the Father?
· Because if you had, you would come to me
· So stop grumbling among yourselves!

Verse 47
· 47 Very truly I tell you, the one who believes has eternal life. 
· The KJV says “Verily, verily”
· Any time Jesus repeats himself it wise to pay attention
· It would be fun to do a sermon series on all of the verily, verily statements of Jesus
· Once again the Greek root word for “Believes” is pistis meaning trust.
· Jesus is saying that the one who trusts me has eternal like
· The one who is in a relationship of trust has eternal life
· The one who is in a trusting friendship with me will have life eternally.
· If you miss every other thing I’ve said today – please remember Jesus’ words in verse 47
· Let’s look at a few Translations of John 6 verse 47
· New International Version
· Very truly I tell you, the one who believes has eternal life. 

· New Living Translation
· "I tell you the truth, anyone who believes has eternal life.
· New American Standard Bible 
· "Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes has eternal life.

· Holman Christian Standard Bible
· "I assure you: Anyone who believes has eternal life. 

· International Standard Version
· Truly, I tell all of you emphatically, the one who believes in me has eternal life. 

· NET Bible
· I tell you the solemn truth, the one who believes has eternal life.

· Aramaic Bible in Plain English
· “Timeless truth I speak to you: 'Whoever trusts in me has eternal life.'”

· Amplified Bible
· I assure you, most solemnly I tell you, he who believes in Me [who adheres to, trusts in, relies on, and has faith in Me] has (now possesses) eternal life.

· Living Bible
· “How earnestly I tell you this - anyone who believes in me already has eternal life!

· J.B. Phillips New Testament
· I assure you that the man who trusts in him has eternal life already.

· People listen to me, it’s all about relationship
· And relationship is all about trust!

Verses 48-51
· 48 I am the bread of life. 49 Your ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness, yet they died. 50 But here is the bread that comes down from heaven, which anyone may eat and not die. 51 I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats this bread will live forever. This bread is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.”
· Yes, your forefathers at manna in the wilderness
· But still they died
· I am the bread of life
· Eat this bread and you’ll live forever
· You’ve got to eat it!

For Example:
· Seeing a loaf of bread on a plate will not satisfy our hunger. 
· Knowing the ingredients in the bread will not satisfy our hunger. 
· Taking pictures of the bread will not satisfy our hunger. 
· Telling other people about the bread will not satisfy our hunger. 
· Selling them bread will not satisfy our hunger. 
· Playing catch with the bread will not satisfy our hunger. 
· Nothing will satisfy our hunger and bring us life except actually eating the bread. 
· Jesus said:
· Whoever eats this bread will live forever
· Who’s hungry?
· Jesus is inviting them to experience him at a profoundly deep level
· Eating is more than observing
· It’s participation at a personal and intimate level
· It’s consuming
· It’s partaking until it’s part of us
· Until it is literally one with us
· Jesus is offering unity with God
· Oneness with the Trinity
· The purpose for which he came
· That we might be one with Him as He is one with the Father and the Holy Spirit
· It’s Jesus’ prayer in John 17:20-23
· 20 “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, 21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one - 23 I in them and you in me - so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.
· The death and resurrection of Christ Jesus was about vastly more than your sins
· It was about God original design
· His plan and purpose and desire
· It was all about the restoration of relationship… with YOU!
· Relationship at a depth beyond your imagination
· Unity and perfect oneness with the Trinity
· I exhort you today
· Be satisfied with nothing less
· Don’t be content with information about God
· Don’t be content with religious affiliation
· Don’t be content with church – even at it’s best
· Be satisfied with nothing less than oneness with God
· Eat the Bread of Life, eat your fill, eat it all!

Next Week
· We’ll pick up on the next part of this dialogue between Jesus and the hungry multitude
· This last half of verse 51 sparks the next phase of the conversation:
· This bread is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.”
Let’s Pray:
· Pray for the Lost
· Father, draw them to Jesus
· Pray for ourselves
· Hunger for The Bread of Life
· Desire for Jesus
· Cultivation of Trust between us and out God.
· Oneness with God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit.

