The Gospel of John 7:24-44

Introduction
· Open Bibles to 
· Last week we began chapter 7
· We looked at three objections or accusations the Jews had against Jesus
· The first two accusations were that:
· Jesus lacked a formal education
· And that he was a law breaker for healing on the Sabbath
· Today we’ll look at the third
· That Jesus couldn’t possibly be the Messiah
· I want to address that and a few other nuggets in this text
· Read and Pray: John 7:25-44

 25 At that point some of the people of Jerusalem began to ask, “Isn’t this the man they are trying to kill? 26 Here he is, speaking publicly, and they are not saying a word to him. Have the authorities really concluded that he is the Messiah? 27 But we know where this man is from; when the Messiah comes, no one will know where he is from.”

28 Then Jesus, still teaching in the temple courts, cried out, “Yes, you know me, and you know where I am from. I am not here on my own authority, but he who sent me is true. You do not know him, 29 but I know him because I am from him and he sent me.”

30 At this they tried to seize him, but no one laid a hand on him, because his hour had not yet come.31 Still, many in the crowd believed in him. They said, “When the Messiah comes, will he perform more signs than this man?”

32 The Pharisees heard the crowd whispering such things about him. Then the chief priests and the Pharisees sent temple guards to arrest him.
33 Jesus said, “I am with you for only a short time, and then I am going to the one who sent me.34 You will look for me, but you will not find me; and where I am, you cannot come.”

35 The Jews said to one another, “Where does this man intend to go that we cannot find him? Will he go where our people live scattered among the Greeks, and teach the Greeks? 36 What did he mean when he said, ‘You will look for me, but you will not find me,’ and ‘Where I am, you cannot come’?”

37 On the last and greatest day of the festival, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow from within them.” 39 By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified.

40 On hearing his words, some of the people said, “Surely this man is the Prophet.”

41 Others said, “He is the Messiah.”

Still others asked, “How can the Messiah come from Galilee? 42 Does not Scripture say that the Messiah will come from David’s descendants and from Bethlehem, the town where David lived?”43 Thus the people were divided because of Jesus. 44 Some wanted to seize him, but no one laid a hand on him.

In Isaiah 55:8-9 it says:
8 “For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
    neither are your ways my ways,”
declares the Lord.
9 “As the heavens are higher than the earth,
    so are my ways higher than your ways
    and my thoughts than your thoughts.

· These verses have been a recurring theme in my life
· I’m constantly learning more about our God and his ways
· And grasping the reality that they differ from my thoughts and my ways

· We have seen this played out repeatedly through The Gospel of John
· Be it with the Pharisees, the Crowds or even with Jesus own disciples
· People, even the most religious and spiritually educated think on one level while Jesus is on another
· The people seem locked in on the natural and physical
· While Jesus is consistently focused on the supernatural and the spiritual
· We see this unfold yet again in today’s verses

· Hindsight
· We sit here today with the benefit of hindsight
· We know that Jesus is indeed the Messiah
· Messiah meaning the anointed one
· Or the Christ
· The Jews long awaited deliverer
· The people in John 7 had no such hindsight
· They’re looking with natural eyes
· Listening with natural ears
· And thinking with natural minds
· And as a result they cannot see God
· Even when he’s standing before them in the flesh
· Shouldn’t that tell us something?
· If they could miss it, couldn’t we?
· At the very least it ought to motivate us to not only stay humble but extend grace to ourselves and others
· Just maybe we have something more to learn?
· We need spiritual eyes that truly see
· And spiritual ears that truly hear

Third Objection: 
· There is doubt among the people about whether or not Jesus is actually the Messiah
· There was an expectation among the people that the Messiah would appear suddenly, unexpectedly, and in a spectacular fashion.
· Jesus lived among them
· Hidden in plain sight for 30 years
· Hardly sudden or unexpected
· Certainly not as spectacular has they imagined
· God didn’t do things the way they expected
· Has that ever happened to you?
· Plus they assumed Jesus was a Galilean
· How can Jesus, a Galilean, be the Messiah?
· Everyone knew the Messiah had to come from Bethlehem
· They rejected Jesus out of their ignorance
· They didn’t know he was actually born in a Bethlehem manger
· They didn’t know what they didn’t know

Those attending the Feast of Tabernacles have differing opinions concerning Jesus as messiah

· Verses 26b-27
· Have the authorities really concluded that he is the Messiah? 27 But we know where this man is from; when the Messiah comes, no one will know where he is from.”

· Verse 31
· 31 Still, many in the crowd believed in him. They said, “When the Messiah comes, will he perform more signs than this man?”

· Verses 40-43
· 40 On hearing his words, some of the people said, “Surely this man is the Prophet.” 41 Others said, “He is the Messiah.” Still others asked, “How can the Messiah come from Galilee? 42 Does not Scripture say that the Messiah will come from David’s descendants and from Bethlehem, the town where David lived?”43 Thus the people were divided because of Jesus. 

They didn’t know what they didn’t know.
· They thought they knew where he Jesus came from
· They didn’t
· They thought they knew what it would look like when the Messiah came
· They didn’t
· They didn’t know what they didn’t know.
· Let me tell you about a time in my life when I didn’t know what I didn’t know.
· Working for John Paul Jackson
· Emails
· Pastor visit
· Administrator vs. Pastor
· Meeting with JPJ
· I learned that I fit in my skin, I like who God has made me to be
· I didn’t know what I didn’t know
· Powerful life lesson
· His ways are not our ways
· Back to the text

Verses 32-36 
32 The Pharisees heard the crowd whispering such things about him. Then the chief priests and the Pharisees sent temple guards to arrest him.
33 Jesus said, “I am with you for only a short time, and then I am going to the one who sent me.34 You will look for me, but you will not find me; and where I am, you cannot come.”

35 The Jews said to one another, “Where does this man intend to go that we cannot find him? Will he go where our people live scattered among the Greeks, and teach the Greeks? 36 What did he mean when he said, ‘You will look for me, but you will not find me,’ and ‘Where I am, you cannot come’?”
· Classic conflict of realities
· We see it again and again in John’s Gospel
· Jesus is speaking about heaven
· The people are thinking geographically
· One thing we have to grasp if we want a relationship with Jesus is that his realm is spiritual
· That’s where we interact with him
· Trying to live the Christian life without the Spirit is like trying to jam a square peg in a round hole

The Great Invitation
· I want to shift gears here for a bit
· In verses 37-38 Jesus makes a profound declaration
· And I want to take a closer look at it.
· Verses 37-38
· 37 On the last and greatest day of the festival, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow from within them.” 
·  At the Feast of Tabernacles
· Water was poured out daily at the altar to remind everyone of the water God miraculously provided for a thirsty Israel in the wilderness.
· This is from Exodus 17
· At the pinnacle of the festival Jesus stands and makes a loud declaration:
· Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink
· Anyone
· Sounds like Isaiah 55:1
· “Come, all you who are thirsty,
    come to the waters;
and you who have no money,
    come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk
    without money and without cost.
· That’s water in
· Rivers of living water will flow from within them
· That’s water out
· Isaiah 58:11
· The Lord will guide you always;
    he will satisfy your needs in a sun-scorched land
    and will strengthen your frame.
You will be like a well-watered garden,
    like a spring whose waters never fail.
· What is the only qualifier?
· Whoever believes in me
· Yep, pisits
· Whoever trusts me 

· What is this water?
· Yet again Jesus is speaking metaphorically
· He’s not giving them and actually cup of water to sip
· And a garden hose isn’t going to sprout from their navels
· He’s offering them the Holy Spirit
· Verse 39 states this plainly for us
· 39 By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified.
· Jesus is saying that I AM the water that sustained you in the wilderness
· I will give you this life giving water again
· It will not only satisfy your thirst
· But will overflow out of you abundantly
· Like a river
· I can’t help but think of Jeremiah 17:7-8
· “But blessed is the one who trusts in the Lord,
    whose confidence is in him.
8 They will be like a tree planted by the water
    that sends out its roots by the stream.
It does not fear when heat comes;
    its leaves are always green.
It has no worries in a year of drought
    and never fails to bear fruit.”

· What’s a River?
· Potamos (pa-ta-mas) meaning: Stream, river, flood or torrent
· This is not the trickle from a leaking garden hose
· A river is a huge powerful fluid body of water in motion
· It’s active and powerful
· Have you ever been on a river?
· Or lived near one?
· We have, it’s impressive, it’s beautiful
· It’s scary wonderful
· This is the word Jesus uses to describe the Holy Spirit
· The third member of the Trinity
· The Spirit he knows so well
· Because they are one with the Father
· This is Jesus’ promise to us
· From his very lips.
· The Holy Spirit
· And this is not the only time Jesus promises us the Holy Spirit
· John 14:16-17
· 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be with you forever - 17 the Spirit of truth.
· John 14:26
· 26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.
· John 16:7
· 7 But very truly I tell you, it is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you.
· John 16:12-13
· 12 “I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. 13 But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. 
· Acts 1:4-5
· 4 On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5 For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”
· On the Day of Pentecost the Spirit came! Acts 2:2-4
· When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting.3 They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.
· This river is part of our eternal destiny: Revelation 22:1-5
· Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2 down the middle of the great street of the city. On each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. 3 No longer will there be any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will serve him. 4 They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 5 There will be no more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them light. And they will reign for ever and ever.

· Can you see that The Holy Spirit is clearly biblical
· The life of the Spirit is central to the Christian life
· It’s not a fringe adornment or decoration
· It’s essential
· The Holy Spirit isn’t optional
· We cannot have 2/3’s of God
· God is inseparable
· The Father, Son and Spirit are eternally one
· And despite what some denominations believe, the Holy Spirit has been and continues to be an essential part of God’s unfolding drama of redemption
· The Holy Spirit was there in creation
· He rose Christ from the dead
· And he lives within us to this day
· 1 Corinthians 6:19
· Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? 
· I want this water Jesus speaks of
· I want to be that tree with the deep roots nourished by those powerful waters
· I want those rivers of living water flowing into and out of me
· I want what Jesus promised
· Everything he promised
· I want all of it
· I want the Holy Spirit
· How about you?

Monday Morning Take Away
· Be humble and teachable
· We don’t know what we don’t know
· God ways are not our ways, they’re much higher
· Drink deep
· Jesus has made us an amazing promise of the Holy Spirit
· Drink deep this week
· Accept, embrace, experiment and explore the Holy Spirit this week

Closing Prayer
· Is there anyone here who has never received the Holy Spirit and would like to?
· Please stand and I’ll pray for you now. 
