The Cross and the New Way of the Spirit

I Intro
1 Open Bibles to Romans 7:1-6

2 Last Week: A Unique Look at The Cross
A Punishment for sin or Cure for sin?
B Insights from 2 Corinthians 5
a Especially verse 19
i “God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation.”
C Significantly influenced by work of author Wayne Jacobsen
D I challenged some common assumptions about the cross and how they impact our view of the Father.
E Available free online

3 Today: The Cross and the New Way of the Spirit
A Relationship
B Covenants
C The New Way
a Again, today’s message was heavily influenced by the work of Wayne Jacobsen

4 Read & Pray Romans 7:1-6
 1 Do you not know, brothers and sisters - for I am speaking to those who know the law - that the law has authority over someone only as long as that person lives? 2 For example, by law a married woman is bound to her husband as long as he is alive, but if her husband dies, she is released from the law that binds her to him. 3 So then, if she has sexual relations with another man while her husband is still alive, she is called an adulteress. But if her husband dies, she is released from that law and is not an adulteress if she marries another man.
 4 So, my brothers and sisters, you also died to the law through the body of Christ, that you might belong to another, to him who was raised from the dead, in order that we might bear fruit for God. 5For when we were in the realm of the flesh, the sinful passions aroused by the law were at work in us, so that we bore fruit for death. 6 But now, by dying to what once bound us, we have been released from the law so that we serve in the new way of the Spirit, and not in the old way of the written code.
A Underline the last part of verse 6
a “…we have been released from the law so that we serve in the new way of the Spirit, and not in the old way of the written code.”
b I’ll come back to it…

II In the Beginning… Relationship
1 John 1:1-3
A God as a community.
a John 1:1-3 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made
B From before creation community existed among the Trinity
a They enjoyed perfect relationship, perfect love
C We were created to participate in this perfect circle of love.
a Then sin entered in and relationship was broken.

2 The Fall
A The serpent’s deception in Genesis 3 is that: 
a God is a liar
b He is holding out on you
c He cannot be trusted
B Genesis 3:1-4
 1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?”
3 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 3 but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.’”
4 “You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman. 5 “For God knows that when you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”
A We were created for relationship
a Trust was targeted in the attack 
i Because without trust, there is no relationship

3 The Result of the Fall
A Adam and Eve’s eyes were opened (3:7, 22)
B Relationship with God is lost
a They hide from God
i Note that God did NOT hide from them
b Blame shifting -  each other, including God
C Shame enters in
a Nakedness realized
b The great cover-up begins
c Genesis 3:7
i “Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves.”
D The loss of security:
a Adam and Eve are separated from the garden
b Now they’re provided for by their own labor and pain
c And they will eventually die a physical death

III Under The Old Covenant
1 We Functioned Under the Law of Sin and Death
A “The soul that sins shall die!” Ezekiel 18:20

2 The Old Covenant was s system to keep the world for the day redemption. 
A This is the basic principal of Galatians 4:1-7
a  1 What I am saying is that as long as an heir is underage, he is no different from a slave, although he owns the whole estate. 2 The heir is subject to guardians and trustees until the time set by his father. 3 So also, when we were underage, we were in slavery under the elemental spiritual forces of the world. 4 But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those under the law, that we might receive adoption to sonship. 6 Because you are his sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.” 7So you are no longer a slave, but God’s child; and since you are his child, God has made you also an heir.
b Or in the language of Romans 7, it was the first husband who has dies
B It was a reward and punishment system
a “Do good, get good; Do bad, get bad!”
C Basically Achievement and attainment – 
a The mantra was: “Do better – try harder!”
b Performance Based all the way

IV Under The New Covenant
1 Jesus came to restore that relationship
A John 14:20 “In that day you shall know that I am in my Father and you in Me, and I in you.”
B John 17:21 “…that they may all be one; even as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us; that the world may believe that you did send me.”

2 So, What Did the Cross Need to Accomplish?
A In our Need for Love
a The Cross needed to satisfy the Father’s wrath concerning our sin
i Or as I said last week
ii Wrath = God passionate love for us and the cure for sin
iii The chemotherapy for the cancer of sin
iv Only God himself could endure the cure so he took our place
b The cross needed to affirm the Father’s love for us.
i For he was “IN Christ reconciling the world to himself” according to 2 Corinthians 5
c The cross needed to allow us to love the Father freely
B In Our Need for Worth
a The cross needed to release our conscience from shame
b The cross needed to break the power of sin, so it could no longer mastered us
C In our Need for Security
a The cross needed to provide a basis for us to trust the Father
i That trust only happens if we see the Father in Christ reconciling the world to himself
b The cross need to release us from the law of sin and death
D The cross needed to offer us life beyond death

3 God’s sacrifice on the Cross bridges the gap and restores relationship with mankind
A Now let’s take a look at some characteristics of the new way mentioned from my opening text in Romans 7:6
a “…we have been released from the law so that we serve in the new way of the Spirit, and not in the old way of the written code.”

III The New Way in the Spirit: Love, Trust and Freedom
1 Love: New Way in the Spirit #1
A We Live Loved In Father’s Extravagant Affection
a You have a Father who loves you more than any other human being on this planet ever has or ever will.
b Nothing you can do today will make God love you anymore
c Nothing you can do today will make God love you any less, ever.
B Because shame, guilt and condemnation have no role in helping you live in God’s life, he has removed them in Christ and does not use them as tools for your spiritual growth.
a Romans 8:1-2
i “Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 2 because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has set you free from the law of sin and death.”
ii Condemnation from the Greek root word meaning:
· “to give judgment against, to judge worthy of punishment”
b In other words – Shame is off the table
C In love God wants to make himself known to you daily in relationship
a Teaching you to recognize his voice.
b His Sheep know His voice

2 Trust: New Way in the Spirit #2
A God is God, God Loves us, therefore we can trust God
a Everything about your life is in the Father’s hands.
B Trust is not a choice it is the fruit of your growing confidence in Father’s love for you.
a Trust is not another performance based activity for you to measure your spirituality
b Trust is a confidence developed through relationship
C Jesus, as the Author and Finisher of our faith, is the one who grows our trust in the real circumstances of life.
a To this end it is very helpful to know scripture, so we know how God works

3 Freedom: New Way in the Spirit #3
A The greatest freedom in this kingdom is from the tyranny of your own desires, agendas and plans.
a The second greatest freedom is from the tyranny of other people’s opinions about you.
B Forgiveness is freeing
a “Unforgiveness is like drinking poison and expecting someone else to die.”
C Freedom from Manipulation, guilt and shame
a As long as your personal well-being depends on someone else’s actions, you will be tempted to manipulate them.
i That’s why we see it used so often in the church
b Guilt and shame are the major weapons of manipulation
i Coercion has no place in this New Covenant Order
ii “It is for freedom that Christ has set us free.” Galatians 5:1
c I’m concerned that coercion has become standard operation procedure in too many American churches. 
i It’s the result of a “bigger is better” than mentality
ii It appears to be the primary tool employed to raise funds or staff programs.
iii This MUST change.
D Freedom from Performance Based Christianity
a Human effort, on its best day, will not produce the fruit of the kingdom.
b That will only happen relationally, as we are connected to the vine.
i John 15:5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing”

IV Closing Prayer
1 Love, Trust and Freedom are characteristics of this new way in the Spirit accomplished on the cross and referenced in Romans 7
2 Like a deceased first husband, the old covenant is dead, we are free
3 God does not utilize the ways of the old covenant, neither should we
4 Let’s pray.
