God’s Unusual Ways 2 – Moses 2013

I Intro
1 Open Bible to Hebrews 11:23-29

2 Last Week: God’s Way’s 1
a.  Laid a foundation for a new series titled:
i “God’s Unusual Ways”
B. Shared briefly my thoughts and insights on Isaiah 55:8-9
a.  Context, Implications and Application
"For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
       neither are your ways my ways," 
       declares the LORD.
 "As the heavens are higher than the earth, 
       so are my ways higher than your ways 
       and my thoughts than your thoughts.
b.  If God’s ways and our ways do not match up – who changes?
c.  The walls of our God box is made up of our thoughts and ways
d.  And supported by our pride, our fears and our need for control.

3 Today God’s Ways 2  - Moses
A. Unusual Preparation
B. Unusual Call
C. Unusual Service
D. What does it mean for us?

4 Read & Pray Hebrews 11:23-29
A. 23 By faith Moses’ parents hid him for three months after he was born, because they saw he was no ordinary child, and they were not afraid of the king’s edict. 24 By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be known as the son of Pharaoh’s daughter.25 He chose to be mistreated along with the people of God rather than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin. 26 He regarded disgrace for the sake of Christ as of greater value than the treasures of Egypt, because he was looking ahead to his reward. 27 By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the king’s anger; he persevered because he saw him who is invisible. 28 By faith he kept the Passover and the application of blood, so that the destroyer of the firstborn would not touch the firstborn of Israel. 29 By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as on dry land; but when the Egyptians tried to do so, they were drowned.
B. The name of Moses is mentioned over 800 times in scripture
a.  Moses is extraordinarily well documented for an ancient historical figure.
i And he’s extremely significant to our Judeo Christian heritage
ii There’s much that we can learn for the life of Moses
iii More than I could possibly cover in one sermon
iv But let’s see what we can glean from his life.
b.  If you want to do some personal study on the life of Moses, I recommend the books of Exodus, Numbers and Deuteronomy.
c.  Let’s take a look at God’s Unusual Ways in the Life of Moses

II Moses’ Unusual Preparation
1 Moses had an unusual preparation
A. Here’s a brief timeline of Moses’ back story
B. Moses’ life story can be broken down into three 40 year sections
a.  40 years with Pharaoh in Egypt
b.  40 years in exile
c.  40 years in the wilderness with the Hebrew people

2 First 40 years
A. The first 40 years of Moses’ life was outside his culture
a.  Separated from his family
B. Born amid persecution
a.  If you remember the story: Pharaoh was killing Hebrew babies
b.  Pharaoh feared a growing Hebrew population and ordered the death of every newborn Hebrew male child.
c.  That’s in Exodus 1
C. Moses was raised by his cultural enemies for 40 years
a.  Think about it…
i God choose this season
ii This 40 year period
iii One third (1/3) of Moses’ life
iv To prepare him in a seemingly ungodly place.
b.  Does that make sense?
i Does that make any reasonable, logical sense to you?
ii Is that how you would prepare a deliver?
iii God is preparing a deliver for Israel and he raises him in an Egyptian household
iv And not any household – Pharaoh’s household.
c.  If you were going to raise a Christian leader for the future would you set that person in godly places or ungodly places.
i Where would you put your child to raise them as a Christian leader for the future?
· In “godly” or ungodly places?
· The Egyptians were idol worshippers who engaged in occult practices
d.  God’s way was to set Moses in an ungodly place
i He’s raised by Pharaoh’s daughter as her son in Pharaoh house.
ii Even named by Pharaoh’s daughter (Exodus 2:10)
· “She named him Moses, saying, “I drew him out of the water.”
e.  Don’t you know that God’s ways are not our ways.

3 Second 40 years
A. Moses spent the second 40 years of his life in exile
a.  After 80 years, then God calls him.
b.  God had a plan from the beginning
c.  God had been preparing Moses all along
B. But can you imagine what it must have felt like from Moses’ perspective?
a.  He’s 80 years old
i He’s been an alien in a foreign land for half his life
ii He’s a murderer
iii He’s a fugitive
b.  He’s got to be thinking…
i I’m a failure
ii I’ve missed God
iii I’m too old
iv My best days are behind me
v It’s too late
vi I’ve been rejected
c.  If he didn’t feel those things, he’s a much better man than I’ve ever been.
i It’s in THAT place, after 80 years that God calls him.
C. God’s ways are NOT our ways.
a.  God doesn’t choose the people we would choose
b.  God doesn’t prepare people the way we would prepare them
c.  I don’t see any bible college in these past 80 years of Moses’ life.
i I don’t see any Seminary
ii I don’t see any Sunday School
d.  God had a way for Moses, an unusual way.
i I’m not saying those ways are bad but God didn’t use them to prepare the deliver of his people.
e.  Of all the people on Earth that God could choose to be a deliver for his people
i This is who he chooses
ii And this is the preparation he went through.
f.  God’s thought processes are different from my thought processes.
g.  Not only did Moses have an unusual preparation, he also had an unusual calling.

III Moses’ Unusual Calling
1 No one has ever had a calling like Moses
A. Let’s read it from Exodus 3:1-10
a.  “Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian, and he led the flock to the far side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2 There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in flames of fire from within a bush. Moses saw that though the bush was on fire it did not burn up. 3 So Moses thought, “I will go over and see this strange sight—why the bush does not burn up.” 4 When the LORD saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him from within the bush, “Moses! Moses!” And Moses said, “Here I am.” 5 “Do not come any closer,” God said. “Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy ground.” 6 Then he said, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.” At this, Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look at God. 7 The LORD said, “I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard them crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their suffering. 8 So I have come down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land into a good and spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey —the home of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. 9 And now the cry of the Israelites has reached me, and I have seen the way the Egyptians are oppressing them. 10 So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt.”

2 And this is Moses’ response
A. OK, so I’m trying to wrap my head around this…
a.  80 years old
b.  Out in the wilderness
c.  He see a burning bush that’s not being consumed by the fire
d.  The audible voice of God comes out of the bush and calls him by name
e.  The voice gives him very clear specific direction on what he wants him to do
B. And this is Moses’ response in verse 11
a.  “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?”
b.  What’s he really saying?
i I’m unworthy
ii I’m a failure, a loser, I’m a fugitive, I’m a murderer… 
iii I’m not good enough to represent you.
iv Moses’ long and difficult journey has left its mark on the man
v It was a rough 80 years.


3 And God said in verse 12
A. “I will be with you. And this will be the sign to you that it is I who have sent you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you will worship God on this mountain.”
B. That doesn’t help me if I’m Moses
a.  Oh there’ll be a sign AFTER its all done
b.  How about a sign right now!
c.  Before I go!
d.  Obviously the burning bush and audile voice wasn’t cutting it for Moses

4 Moses and God continue the dialogue in verses 13-14
A. “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then what shall I tell them?”
a.  14 God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I AM has sent me to you.’”
b.  God’s ways are not our ways
B. Side note – prophetic principal
a.  The greater the clarity, the greater the cost
i The greater the clarity of revelation the greater the cost to see it come to pass.
ii The greater the clarity the less grace
iii With less clarity comes more grace.
b.  Example: God says move to
i PEI
ii To Charlottetown, PEI
iii To 123 St Peters Road, Charlottetown, PEI
C. Moses has received extremely clear revelation
a.  At 80 years old Moses see a burning bush and hears the audible voice God Almighty
b.  And his response is to debate and rationalize with God
i But God you don’t understand, why should they listen to me?
D. Moses has two concerns 
a.  First is Pharaoh – who am I to go to Pharaoh
b.  And the second is God’s people – What if they ask who sent me?
E. God in his grace and mercy grant’s Moses a sign
a.  He gives Moses and instruction and a staff.
b.  You can find a play by play account of this in Exodus 4

5 And then God sends him on a mission
A. A seemingly ridiculous mission by human standards
a.  Exodus 3:10
b.  “So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt.”
c.  From any logical, reasonable, human estimation this is a suicide mission, right?
d.  First off he’s a fugitive from this land
e.  God is sending him back to Pharaoh’s house
i Pharaoh son is now on the throne
ii The last time Moses was there they were trying to kill him!
iii This is where God is sending him
f.  And did I mention that, at the time, Egypt is probably the most powerful military force that ever existed up until that point.
g.  And God sends him to tell Pharaoh to release this massive slave labor force that’s building his empire.
i Because the voice from the burning bush told me to tell you to let them go.
ii Oh yeah, and he gave me this stick.
h.  People His ways are not our ways.
i I’m thinking that from God’s perspective this is hilarious.
· He’s thinking – I’m gonna have fun with this one!

6 I know I’d of done it differently
A. If it were up to Tom Zawacki I would have had a different plan
a.  I would want to raise up an army
b.  I’d want them incredibly equipped
c.  And THEN we’d march in there and take over the city or at the very least the palace
B. Nope, God gave this stick.
a.  And only because I argued with him my brother Aaron could come too.
b.  But God wasn’t very happy about that.
c.  His ways are not our ways.

7 I’m telling you this to encourage you
A. Could it be that we don’t see God moving in our lives as much as we’d like because we want him to work in ways that fit into our sense of logic and reason.
a.  Our God is not limited to our logic and reason
b.  He often works outside of it
B. God told Moses to do wild and crazy things
a.  And he may very well call you – me – us to do the same.
b.  Your family members are going to tell you, are you nuts?
c.  And you’re going to look at them and say…
i God told me to do this.
C. Moms and Dads
a.  God’s going to tell your kids to do some wild and crazy things
b.  And it’s really going to be him
c.  And they’re really going to need you to back them up
d.  Because his ways are not our ways.
D. Leaving Custodian job in NYC
a.  To plant church in WV
i Dad’s reaction.
b.  It was illogical and unreasonable by human standards

IV Unusual Service
1 Moses had unusual preparation and an unusual calling
A. But he also had unusual service
a.  We could go into all the interaction between Moses and Pharaoh or the plagues… all unusual for sure
B. I don’t want to go there today in detail but just to mention a few of the amazing, unusual ways God worked in Moses’ life:

2 Highlights of Moses’ Service – amazing stuff!
A. Moses returns to Egypt in Exodus 4 and 5
B. He demands Pharaoh to release the Israelites
C. By the power of God Moses releases 10 plagues over Egypt
D. There’s the entire exodus from Egypt
E. There’s the miracle at the Red Sea
F. Manna from heaven while there in the wilderness
a.  And water comes from a rock
b.  Enough for millions for people
c.  This is no small thing, how much water do you need for millions of people and their live stock?
i How much would be needed for even one day?
ii And God supplies that need.
G. How about the showdown between Moses and Korah?
a.  And the Earth opens up and swallows Korah, all his cohorts and all their stuff.
H. We haven’t even touched on Moses’ encounter with God on Mount Sini 
a.  Where he receives the 10 Commandments and the law.
b.  That would be a high water mark in anyone’s spiritual life!
I. Then there’s the whole deal with Aaron and the golden calf
J. Moses’ desire to see the glory of God
K. Moses gets to build the tabernacle
a.  Which winds up being a model for the temple
b.  Which has profound implications for our relationships with God
c.  Talk about types and shadows
L. He sends the spies into Canaan
a.  They refuse to believe God at his promises and they wander 40 years in the wilderness
M. He chooses Joshua as his successor

3 So many significant Biblical events
A. Anyone of them would make for a good sermon on God’s Unusual Ways.
a.  On God’s ways not being our ways
B. I encourage you to do your own study on these astonishing events
C. But I do want to  take some time to look at one of these major event in Moses’ life in greater detail
a.  The Parting of the Red Sea
b.  I could have preached on any one of these amazing events but this one stuck out to me the most.
c.  I’m going to be reading Exodus 14 from the Message

V The Red Sea
1 Exodus 14:1-2 (The Message)
A. God spoke to Moses: “Tell the Israelites to turn around and make camp at Pi Hahiroth (pe-hath-e-rough), between Migdol and the sea. Camp on the shore of the sea opposite Baal Zephon (ba-al-se-phone).
B. God speaks to Moses and give his a specific, detailed address.
a.  This is where I want you to camp
i It’s as if God said: “Go to the corner of 1st Avenue and Main Street across from the beach.”
C. Verses 3-4
a.  “Pharaoh will think, ‘The Israelites are lost; they’re confused. The wilderness has closed in on them.’ Then I’ll make Pharaoh’s heart stubborn again and he’ll chase after them. And I’ll use Pharaoh and his army to put my Glory on display. Then the Egyptians will realize that I am GOD.” And that’s what happened.

2 Listen to the rest  of the story: verse 5-31
5-7 When the king of Egypt was told that the people were gone, he and his servants changed their minds. They said, “What have we done, letting Israel, our slave labor, go free?” So he had his chariots harnessed up and got his army together. He took six hundred of his best chariots, with the rest of the Egyptian chariots and their drivers coming along.
8-9 GOD made Pharaoh king of Egypt stubborn, determined to chase the Israelites as they walked out on him without even looking back. The Egyptians gave chase and caught up with them where they had made camp by the sea—all Pharaoh’s horse-drawn chariots and their riders, all his foot soldiers there at Pi Hahiroth opposite Baal Zephon.
10-12 As Pharaoh approached, the Israelites looked up and saw them—Egyptians! Coming at them!
They were totally afraid. They cried out in terror to GOD. They told Moses, “Weren’t the cemeteries large enough in Egypt so that you had to take us out here in the wilderness to die? What have you done to us, taking us out of Egypt? Back in Egypt didn’t we tell you this would happen? Didn’t we tell you, ‘Leave us alone here in Egypt—we’re better off as slaves in Egypt than as corpses in the wilderness.’”
13 Moses spoke to the people: “Don’t be afraid. Stand firm and watch GOD do his work of salvation for you today. Take a good look at the Egyptians today for you’re never going to see them again.
14 GOD will fight the battle for you.
    And you? You keep your mouths shut!”
15-16 GOD said to Moses: “Why cry out to me? Speak to the Israelites. Order them to get moving. Hold your staff high and stretch your hand out over the sea: Split the sea! The Israelites will walk through the sea on dry ground.
17-18 “Meanwhile I’ll make sure the Egyptians keep up their stubborn chase—I’ll use Pharaoh and his entire army, his chariots and horsemen, to put my Glory on display so that the Egyptians will realize that I am GOD.”
19-20 The angel of God that had been leading the camp of Israel now shifted and got behind them. And the Pillar of Cloud that had been in front also shifted to the rear. The Cloud was now between the camp of Egypt and the camp of Israel. The Cloud enshrouded one camp in darkness and flooded the other with light. The two camps didn’t come near each other all night.
21 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea and GOD, with a terrific east wind all night long, made the sea go back. He made the sea dry ground. The seawaters split.
22-25 The Israelites walked through the sea on dry ground with the waters a wall to the right and to the left. The Egyptians came after them in full pursuit, every horse and chariot and driver of Pharaoh racing into the middle of the sea. It was now the morning watch. GOD looked down from the Pillar of Fire and Cloud on the Egyptian army and threw them into a panic. He clogged the wheels of their chariots; they were stuck in the mud.
The Egyptians said, “Run from Israel! GOD is fighting on their side and against Egypt!”
26 GOD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea and the waters will come back over the Egyptians, over their chariots, over their horsemen.”
27-28 Moses stretched his hand out over the sea: As the day broke and the Egyptians were running, the sea returned to its place as before. GOD dumped the Egyptians in the middle of the sea. The waters returned, drowning the chariots and riders of Pharaoh’s army that had chased after Israel into the sea. Not one of them survived.
29-31 But the Israelites walked right through the middle of the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall to the right and to the left. GOD delivered Israel that day from the oppression of the Egyptians. And Israel looked at the Egyptian dead, washed up on the shore of the sea, and realized the tremendous power that GOD brought against the Egyptians. The people were in reverent awe beforeGOD and trusted in GOD and his servant Moses.

3 Don’t you know that God’s ways are not our ways?
A. This was a day of tremendous victory for Israel.
a.  And an overwhelming and devastating defeat for Egypt
B. Not one of us could have imagined how it would have played out or what God’s plan was.
C. Think about it
a.  God told the Israelites where to camp
b.  God told them where to go
c.  He put them between a rock and a hard place
d.  Between the Red Sea on one side and the world’s most powerful military force on the other
i A military force pursuing them with bad intentions!
e.  That’s where God TOLD them to go.
D. God put their backs against the wall
a.  They had no way out
b.  God said go this way – specifically
c.  Go to this specific address and have the people camp THERE.
d.  And in this place you have no way out unless I make one for you.
e.  God sent them there and if that wasn’t enough, God’s the one who hardened Pharaoh’s heart so he would pursue them!

VI What does this mean for you and me?
1 Could God do something like that to you?
A. Could he do it to our church?

2 Could he say go to such and such a place and in so doing…
A. Unless I (God) moves, you’re stuck, you’re done for.
B. I think this book is saying – yes, that’s exactly what God could do.

3 Now, we know the end of the story – it worked out
A. But what about the people walking through it in real time?
B. Not knowing that the sea would part and a great victory was just ahead?
C. Would your response be similar to the Israelites?
a.  Where there not enough cemeteries in Egypt?
b.  You had to being us out here to be slaughtered?
D. These are people who have been slaves for a very long time
a.  They aren’t warriors
b.  They don’t have weapons
c.  They’ve escaped with whatever they could carry
d.  And they have this incredible military force on them in hot pursuit

4 I think I’d be scared too. 
A. I wish I could tell you that I’d be the man of faith
a.  That I’d stand there unafraid
B. Have you ever prayed this prayer?
a.  God did you send me here to kill me?
b.  We all have at one time or another, right?
C. These people were terrified
a.  They cried out to God
b.  And then they turned on Moses

5 How would you like to be the leader of this group?
A. God said go and you went
B. God said to deliver the people and you did
a.  This is a miracle - right?
C. Now after they’re out – all these people are upset with you!
a.  What does it feel like to have a million plus people mad at you?
i It can’t be good
b.  These are the people you’re trying to lead


6 Get this:
A. It wasn’t their rebellion, sin or disobedience that got them in these circumstances
B. It was their ability to hear God clearly and obey him perfectly that got them into these circumstances.
a.  Don’t miss that point!
C. In that place
a.  In that impossible place
b.  In those impossible circumstances
c.  In that ridiculous, illogical and irrational place
d.  A place no one would plan, strategize or choose to be in
e.  In that place - God did a God sized thing
f.  In that place - God did what only he could do
D. God separated the sea for the Israelites and then swallowed Pharaoh and his entire army with that same sea.

7 So what does this mean for us
A. What does this mean for you and me
a.  What does this mean to follow a God whose ways are not our ways and whose thoughts are not our thoughts?
B. I want to follow God
a.  I’ve been a Christian for 37 years and I’ve been doing my best to follow him
b.  And there are times he’s told us to do some very strange things
c.  They haven’t always made sense to my natural, logical, rational human mind.
d.  It hasn’t always been reasonable by human standards
e.  But even so, it’s really Him, it’s been God.
C. He may tell you, me or us to go and do some odd and strange things
a.  And His ways may actually offend us
b.  Considering these circumstances – the word offend is too polite
c.  The Israelites weren’t simply offended with Moses
i They were frightened and they were furious
ii I think some of them wanted to kill him
d.  I could hear them now
i “Can’t we just kill this guy”
ii “Can’t we just get rid of him?”
iii “I can’t believe we actually followed this fool?
iv “What were we thinking?”
v “I told you this wasn’t going to work out!”
D. What if God offends us?
a.  What if he tells us to do something ridiculous?
i Now, I don’t have anything crazy or radical planned
ii I’m not building up to some announcement of some wild and crazy thing
iii So relax
iv I’m not setting you up
v I don’t have an agenda
b.  Rather, I’m trying to prepare our heart to follow him
i Where ever he may lead
ii I want to follow him no matter what
iii Even if it costs me everything
iv And it has – repeatedly
v And I’ll do it again if he asks

8 What about you?
A. God may tell us to do odd and strange things
a.  God may tell you to do odd and strange things
i … and it actually be him.
B. He may lead us in directions that look ridiculous and even impossible to our logical and reasonable minds
a.  And it still be him
C. God may orchestrate impossible circumstances in us as a church or in your personal life so that he alone gets the credit.
a.  So that all the glory is his alone
D. Could anyone take credit for the, deliverance of Israel, the parting of the Red Sea or the victory over the Egyptian army?
a.  Maybe Moses could have gotten a taste but that’s it.
b.  But it was still God
c.  You could stick that staff out there all day long but without God those waters don’t part.
d.  I’m just saying.
E. God can and does orchestrate circumstances that require God sized things to take place.


VII Application
1 So what do we do? - What’s the practical application?
A. I think we need two things

2 First we need to hear God
A. This is why I’ve invested so much time into our relationships with God
a.  And now, on hearing God in the Spiritual Gifts Workshop
b.  We need to heard God clearly
c.  And having heard, understand him accurately
B. Pray for me as your pastor
a.  Pray for our elders
b.  We have a serious responsibility
c.  To lead this church well, we need to hear God
C. If his ways are not our ways
a.  If his ways are higher than our ways
b.  Then we need to change our ways to align better with his ways
c.  To do that we NEED to hear him!
d.  We need a willingness to hear his way 
e.  And we need the ability to hear what his way is
D. I’m concerned that The Church has been so conditioned to thinking the way the world thinks that when God speaks his way to us, we judge it as ridicules and instantly reject it.
a.  You don’t get to see the waters part until you’re at the water’s edge and the army is pursuing you.
b.  Moses had to obey God in a whole lot of wild and crazy ways to get to the water’s edge.
c.  Sometimes I’m thinking OK God let me do one wild and crazy thing, get out of my system and then I can live an easy life
d.  No, Moses obeyed one wild and crazy thing after another.
e.  His ways – his multiple WAYS are not our way.
E. I believe that God has a way that he wants us to live
a.  A way that has his Spirit, his life, his power flowing through us - that is not our ways.
b.  And somehow we have to get out of our box to even entertain that possibility
i And then to follow and continue to follow him
c.  I want that
d.  I want that for your life too
e.  To get from here to there, we have to hear him
f.  And we have to hear him clearly
g.  So let’s do whatever it takes to have our spiritual eyes and ears opened to hear God.
h.  But that’s not the end, hearing is only the beginning.

3 The second thing we need to do is say yes.
A. Having heard clearly we need to say yes.
B. We have to say yes to the wild and crazy thing that God says
C. We have to say the ways of God that offend our hearts and reveals our minds
D. We have to say yes to the seemingly illogical and irrational ways of our incomprehensible God.
E. We have to say yes again and again and again.

VIII So, Let’s pray
1 God help us
A. God give us faith
B. Help us to truly know you and trust you
2 I confess the sin that I have made you too small in my eyes
A. Somewhere along the way I started looking for safe
a.  I starting looking for comfortable
b.  Instead of looking for you
c.  I’m so sorry Lord
3 Lord give us eyes that see what you’re doing
A. Give us ears to hear your voice
B. Match up within us not only eyes that see and ears that heart but hearts that will say yes again and again.
C. Then Lord, come and do God sized things in our lives
4 Lord, I don’t know how you want to do it?
A. Do you teach us baby steps until we learn to walk and then to fly?
B. Or do you just throw us off a cliff and speak the word fly over us?
C. I pray that you put to death in us a contentment with the status quo
D. Put to death within us a contentment with an intellectual and academic faith only
E. Give us a bigger vision for who you are and what you’re doing
F. Do it Lord
G. I pray that we would be satisfied with you and you only
H. Lord inspire and encourage us with the life of Moses
I. We agree that your ways and thoughts are much higher than ours. We choose today to submit to yours.
J. Amen.
