The Beatitudes 1 2011

I Open Bibles to Matthew 5:1-12
1 Begin a new series messages today on the Beatitudes
A. Last week I completed a four message series on freedom from Galatians 5
a.  You can find all of them on our church website

2 Today: The Beatitudes
A. Background on the Beatitudes
B. Set the Scene Biblically
C. The First Beatitude

3 Read & pray
A. 1 Now when he saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him, 2 and he began to teach them saying: 
 3 "Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
      for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 4 Blessed are those who mourn, 
      for they will be comforted. 
 5 Blessed are the meek, 
      for they will inherit the earth. 
 6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
      for they will be filled. 
 7 Blessed are the merciful, 
      for they will be shown mercy. 
 8 Blessed are the pure in heart, 
      for they will see God. 
 9 Blessed are the peacemakers, 
      for they will be called sons of God. 
 10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, 
      for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
11 "Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

II Background
1 The Beatitudes are the introductory section to Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount covering Matthew Chapters 5-7
A. [bookmark: 2]The Sermon on the Mount has been long hailed as the sum of Jesus’ - or anyone’s - ethical teaching. 
a.  In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus tells us how to live.
b.  It has been said if you took all the good advice for how to live ever uttered by any philosopher or psychiatrist or counselor, took out the foolishness and boiled it all down to the real essentials, you would be left with a poor imitation of this great message by Jesus.
c.  The Sermon on the Mount is sometimes thought of as Jesus’ "Declaration of the Kingdom."
i The American Revolutionaries had their Declaration of Independence. 
ii Karl Marx had his Communist Manifesto. 
iii Jesus has the Beatitudes

2 With this message, Jesus declares what His Kingdom is all about.
A. It presents a radically different agenda than what the nation of Israel expected from the Messiah. 
B. It does not present the political or material blessings of the Messiah’s reign. 
C. Instead, it expresses the spiritual implications of Jesus’ rule in our lives. 
D. This great message tells us how we will live when Jesus is our Lord.
E.  The Sermon on the Mount does not deal with salvation as such, but it lays out for the disciple and the potential disciple how regarding Jesus as King translates into ethics and daily living.

3 I can’t prove it but could it be that, the Sermon on the Mount was Jesus’ "standard" sermon. 
A. Was it the core of His itinerant message? 
a.  A simple proclamation of how God expects us to live, 
b.  Contrasted with common Jewish misunderstandings of that life. 
c.  It may be that when Jesus preached to a new audience, He often preached this sermon or used the themes from it.
d.  Just a question to ponder
4 Either way, it is clear that the Sermon on the Mount had a significant impact on the early church. 
A. The early Christians make constant reference to it 
B. And their lives display the charateristics of radical disciples.

III Set the Biblical Scene
1 In Matthew Chapter 3
A. John The Baptist prepares the way
a.  Preaching a message of repentance and proclaiming that the Kingdom is near
B. Jesus is baptized by John
a.  The heavens open (vs. 16)
b.  The Spirit of God descends on him like a dove (vs. 16)
c.  The audible voice of God is heard (vs. 17)
i This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.

2 In Matthew Chapter 4
A. Jesus is lead by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted by the devil
a.  Desert = wilderness, Dark Night of the Soul
b.  DNS isn’t always punishment or consequences – it could be a divine appointment
B. After resisting the devil Jesus did three things in chapter 4
a.  He preached
i Carried on where John left off – “Repent for the Kingdom of heaven is near” (vs. 17)
b.  He began calling disciples
i Starting with Peter, Andrew, James & John
· Come Follow me
· I will make you fishers of men (vs. 19)
ii If your name is Peter, Andrew, James or John please stand up
· What was on your name sakes is on you
· You were named with divine purpose
· You too are called to Follow Christ
· And be fishers of men
c.  He healed the sick (vs. 23-25)
i 23 Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among the people. 24 News about him spread all over Syria, and people brought to him all who were ill with various diseases, those suffering severe pain, the demon-possessed, those having seizures, and the paralyzed, and he healed them. 25 Large crowds from Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea and the region across the Jordan followed him.
ii Jesus proclaimed the message of the kingdom and then demonstrated the power and the reality of His kingdom by
· Healing every disease and sickness among the people
· All who were ill with various diseases, 
· Those suffering severe pain, 
· The demon-possessed, 
· Those having seizures, and 
· The paralyzed, 
· And he healed them
d.  As a result large crowds from throughout the region followed him

3 This brings us to Matthew Chapter 5
A. Peterson’s The Message begins chapter 5 this way…
a.  1-2 When Jesus saw his ministry drawing huge crowds, he climbed a hillside. Those who were apprenticed to him, the committed, climbed with him. Arriving at a quiet place, he sat down and taught his climbing companions. This is what he said:
b.  I like that he sat down and taught
i Jesus adopted the customary posture of teaching
ii As any rabbi in His day - the preacher sat and the audience stood.
· I’ll let you guys stay seated

IV The Beatitudes
1 The Beatitudes: the character of kingdom citizens.
A. This first portion of the Sermon on the Mount is known as the Beatitudes

2 In the Beatitudes, Jesus sets forth both the nature and the aspirations of citizens of His kingdom. 
A. We have and are learning these character traits.
B. All of these character traits are marks and goals of all Christians. 
a.  It is not as if we can major in one to the exclusion of others, as is the case with spiritual gifts. There is no escape from our responsibility to covet every one of these spiritual attributes.
C. I’ve heard it said that…
a.  “If you meet one who claims to be a Christian but displays and desires none of these traits, you may rightly wonder about their salvation, because they do not have the character of kingdom citizens. But if they claim to have mastered these attributes, you may question their honesty.”

3 The word Beatitude itself comes from the Latin beatitudo meaning happiness
A. Beatitude means "The Blessings" 
a.  But can also be understood as giving the believer his "be - attitudes" - the attitudes he should "be."
b.  Reminds me of the title of a book
i “The Be (Happy) Attitudes” by Robert Shuller (1985)
B. Two Greek words primarily translated Blessed
a.  Makarios (mä-kä'-rē-os) = Happy or Blessed
i From the inside out – an internal condition
· It means more than being externally comfortable or entertained at the moment – it’s internal, not subject to external circumstances
· This is the word Jesus uses in Matthew 5
b.  Eulogeō (yü-lo-ge'-ō) = to consecrate a thing with solemn prayers, to ask God's blessing on a thing 
i From the outside in
· Ex. Praying over your food before you eat
c.  Let’s look at the first Beatitude…

V First Beatitude: 
1 Translations
A. NIV: “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven
B. Message: You're blessed when you're at the end of your rope. With less of you there is more of God and his rule.
C. AMP: “Blessed (happy, to be envied, and spiritually prosperous--with life-joy and satisfaction in God's favor and salvation, regardless of their outward conditions) are the poor in spirit (the humble, who rate themselves insignificant), for theirs is the kingdom of heaven!

2 Strong’s Definitions
A. Poor: 
a.  A beggar, from root word to crouch (as a beggar asking for alms)
b.  Helpless, powerless to accomplish something in and of themselves
c.  With respect to their spirit Strong’s adds
i One who is “…destitute of wealth of learning and intellectual culture which the schools afford. Men of this class most readily give themselves up to Christ's teaching and proved them selves fitted to lay hold of the heavenly treasure.”
d.  Denotes humility as stated in the Amplified Bible
B. Spirit:
a.  Breath, wind
b.  The Holy Spirit
i The third person of the Trinity – God
c.  The spirit of a person
d.  Interesting to note that Jesus uses the word… 
i Pneuma = spirit: conscience, communion, wisdom
ii not Psuche = soul: mind, will, emotions
iii The Kingdom is spirit not soulish and belongs to those humble in spirit
C. Kingdom:
a.  Royal power, dominion rule
b.  the territory subject to the rule of a king
c.  used in the N.T. to refer to the reign of the Messiah
D. Heaven
a.  The seat of order of things eternal and consummately perfect.  Where God and other heavenly beings dwell

3 The Condition: Poor in Spirit
A. The first characteristic of a kingdom citizen
B. Poverty of Spirit is NOT
a.  Being poor in spirit is not a man’s confession that he is by nature insignificant, or personally without value, 
b.  This would be untrue. 
i We are fearfully and wonderfully made (Psalm 139:14)
ii We are created in the likeness of God (Genesis 5:1)
iii We are the object of his extravagant love
c.  Poverty of Spirit is not self hatred
i Poverty of spirit cannot be artificially induced by self-hatred; 
C. Poverty of Spirit IS
a.  An acknowledgement and recognition that we in our nature are sinful and rebellious and utterly without the moral virtues adequate to stand righteous before God.
b.  Let me say it another way being poor in spirit is recognizing that we have no spiritual "assets." 
c.  We know and admit that we are spiritually bankrupt in and of ourselves
i Apart from him we can do nothing (John 15:5)
ii John Calvin describes poverty of spirit as “inward humility”  and being “emptied of confidence in the flesh”
d.  With the word poor, Jesus uses the more severe term for poverty. 
i It indicates someone who must beg for whatever they have or get.
ii We are at the mercy of the Giver
e.  Poverty of Spirit is brought about by the Holy Spirit and our response to His working in our hearts.
D. The humble in Spirit have an accurate assessment of themselves
a.  We know who we are in Christ
b.  Unlike our Laodicean Brethren in Revelation 3:14-22
i To the angel of the church in Laodicea write:
      These are the words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the ruler of God's creation. 15 I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or the other! 16 So, because you are lukewarm—neither hot nor cold—I am about to spit you out of my mouth. 17 You say, 'I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.' But you do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked. 18 I counsel you to buy from me gold refined in the fire, so you can become rich; and white clothes to wear, so you can cover your shameful nakedness; and salve to put on your eyes, so you can see. 19 Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest, and repent. 20 Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me. 21 To him who overcomes, I will give the right to sit with me on my throne, just as I overcame and sat down with my Father on his throne. 22 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches."
c.  May we never be so lukewarm, so blind and miss it so badly
i Humility will keep get us out of this mess and keep us out of this mess
E. The call to be poor in spirit is placed first for a reason
a.  It puts the following commands into perspective.
b.  They cannot be fulfilled by one’s own strength, 
c.  But only by a beggar’s reliance on God’s power.

4 The Blessing: The Kingdom of heaven
A. Those who are poor in spirit, so poor they must beg, are rewarded. 
a.  They receive the kingdom of heaven,
b.  Poverty of spirit is an absolute prerequisite for receiving the kingdom of heaven
c.  As long as we harbor illusions about our own spiritual resources (like the Laodiceans) we will never receive from God what we absolutely need.
B. The Kingdom of heaven is
a.  God’s dynamic rule and reign
b.  God’s assertive authority over the enemy
C. In God’s Kingdom
a.  The first shall be last
b.  The last shall be first
c.  The greatest is servant of all
d.  You lose your life to save it
e.  The exalted are humbled
f.  The humbled are exalted
g.  The meek inherit the earth
h.  Fisherman and tax collectors are apostles
i.  Pharisees are white washed tombs filled with dead men’s bones
j.  And the poor receive the kingdom
i It’s a strange Kingdom where his ways are not our ways
D. Commentary on the Kingdom of Heaven in Matthew 5:3
a.  Jamieson, Fausset & Brown
i “So the poor in spirit are enriched with the fulness of Christ, which is the kingdom in substance; and when He shall say to them from His great white throne, "Come, ye blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you," He will invite them merely to the full enjoyment of an already possessed inheritance.”
b.  John Wesley’s “Notes on the Bible”
i Kingdom of heaven: “The present inward kingdom – righteous, peace and joy in the Holy Ghost; as well as the eternal kingdom…”
c.  Matthew Poole’s Commentary
i Commenting on verse 3 Matthew Poole says “Not the great and rich and proud men of the world are happy but there are the blessed men; for true happiness lie not in worldly possessions but in the favor of God and a right to the kingdom of heaven and that these men have.”
d.  John Piper comments concerning the Beatitudes and the Kingdom
i “I think Jesus means to tell us that these six promises are blessings of the kingdom. In other words, these six things are what you can count on when you are a part of God's kingdom. This is what the kingdom brings: comfort, earth ownership, satisfied righteousness, mercy, a vision of God, and the awesome title, son of God. You don't have to pick and choose among these promises. They all belong to the kingdom”

5 Summary
A. There is a blessing from God and internal blessing, God’s dynamic rule and reign (the Kingdom of God is within you Luke 17:21) for those who have a humble and honest assessment of themselves spiritually.  
a.  This is the first characteristic of a kingdom citizenship
b.  Poverty of Spirit is the first sign of Kingdom Character
B. Next up:  Matthew 5:4
a.  Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted

VI Ministry Time
1 Words of Knowledge – explain how I want this to work
2 Prayer for the Sick
3 Closing Prayer
