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Board Policy: EL-7 Communication and Support to the Board 
 

The BAOs shall inform and support the Board in its work. 
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Board correspondence has been removed from the online posting of the Non-Agenda to protect personal 
contact information.  Lengthy reports/attachments may also be removed due to file size limitations.  Copies 
of board correspondence and/or reports/attachments are available by submitting a public records request to 
publicrecords@valleywater.org. 
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January and February storms generated extraordinarily large flows in local creeks, and District reservoirs are 
currently at 98% of average for this date.

On January 31, 2017, the Board of Directors (Board) approved a resolution calling for 20 percent reduction and 
continued certain water waste prohibitions, but removed the recommendation that retailers implement mandatory 
measures. The Board also called for continued restrictions on watering schedules to a maximum of three times a 
week.

On April 7, 2017, the Governor issued an Executive Order (EO) ending the drought state of emergency for a 
majority of the state. In response to the EO, the State Board rescinded their mandatory conservation and stress test 
requirements, however they are continuing with the water use prohibitions and monthly reporting for urban water 
retailers. 

Groundwater recharge in 2016 was far greater than in normal years. Preliminary water supply analysis shows 
that 2017 District recharge, together with natural recharge, will sustain or further improve groundwater storage in 
2017.

Outlook as of June 1, 2017

Local Reservoirs

Groundwater

continued on back

•	 Total June 1 storage = 109,358 acre-feet
»» 98% of 20-year average for that date
»» 65% of total capacity
»» 96% of restricted capacity (169,009 acre-feet total storage capacity 
limited by seismic restrictions to 113,667 acre-feet)

•	 Approximately 490 acre-feet of imported water was delivered into local reservoirs 
during May 2017

•	 Total estimated releases to streams (local and imported water) during April was 12,980 
acre-feet

•	 Groundwater (GW) Storage: Total storage at the end of 2017 is predicted to fall 
within Stage 1 (Normal) of the District’s Water Shortage Contingency Plan

A monthly assessment of trends in water supply and use for Santa Clara County, California

Weather

June 2017

Water Tracker

Rainfall in San Jose
•	 Month of May = 0 inches
•	 Rainfall year to date = 17.17 inches (Rainfall year is July 1 to June 30)
•	 Normal rainfall for the full year = 14.33 inches
•	 June 2 Northern Sierra snowpack was 185% of normal for this date

AF = acre-feet

May managed recharge estimate (AF) 6,500 900 2,000

January to May managed recharge estimate (AF) 13,800 4,100 4,000

January to May managed recharge, % of 5-year avg. 72% 100%  60%

April pumping estimate (AF) 6,200   900 2,400

January to April pumping estimate (AF)           17,700 3,200 9,500

GW index well level compared to last May Increase Increase Increase

January to April pumping, % of 5-year average 82% 108% 98%

Santa Clara Subbasin

Santa Clara Plain Coyote Valley

Llagas Subbasin
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•	 As of June 1, 2017, the Statewide Average snowpack water content is 192% of the 
historic average for this date

•	 2017 State Water Project (SWP) and Central Valley Project (CVP):
»» 2017 SWP allocation:  85% announced on April 14, 2017, provides         
85,000 acre-feet

»» 2017 South-of-Delta CVP allocations 
announced on April 11, 2017.

-- M&I water service allocation:  
100%, District’s M&I allocation is 
119,400 AF

-- Agricultural water service 
allocation:  100%, or 33,100 AF

•	 Reservoir storage information, as of    
June 1, 2017:
»» Shasta Reservoir at 96% of capacity 
(112% of average for this date) 

»» Oroville Reservoir at 70% of capacity 
(82% of average for this date)

»» San Luis Reservoir at 94% of capacity 
(118% of average for this date)

•	 District’s Semitropic groundwater bank 
reserves:  An estimated 196,697  
acre-feet as of June 1, 2017

•	 Estimated SFPUC deliveries to Santa Clara County: 
»» Month of May = 3,450 acre-feet
»» 2017 Total to Date = 13,864 acre-feet
»» Five-year annual average is 48,700 acre-feet

Follow us on:
/scvwd /valleywater /valleywater

To get eNews, text 
VALLEYWATER

to 22828.

Imported Water

Treated Water

Conserved Water

Recycled Water

•	 Saved 69,000 acre-feet in FY16 from long-term program (baseline year is 1992)
•	 Long-term program goal is to save nearly 72,000 acre-feet in FY17
•	 The Board has called for a 20% reduction and a limit of three days per week  

for irrigation of ornamental landscape with potable water
•	 Achieved a 28% reduction in water use through the first four months of 2017, compared 

to 2013

•	 Estimated May 2017 production = 1,500 acre-feet
•	 Estimated Year-to-Date through May = 4,800 acre-feet or 73% of the five-year average 
•	 Silicon Valley Advanced Water Purification Center produced an estimated 1.3 billion 

gallons (3,900 acre-feet) of purified water in 2016.  Since the beginning of 2017, about 
900 acre-feet of purified water has been blended with existing tertiary recycled water for 
South Bay Water Recycling Program’s customers  

•	 Below average demands of 10,475 acre-feet delivered in May
•	 This total is 97% of the five-year average for the month of May
•	 Year-to-date = 34,102 acre-feet or 89% of the five-year average

Diversions upstream 
of the Delta
9.3 MAF 
(21%)

 

Exports
6.1 MAF
(14%)

In-Delta 
diversions 
0.7 MAF (2%)

Delta Watershed Diversions and Out�ow 
 Typical Annual Balance

Average Years (45.1 MAF)

 29.0 MAF   (64%)

For more information, contact Customer relations at  
(408) 630-2880, or visit our website at valleywater.org 

and use our Access Valley Water customer request and 
information system. With three easy steps, you can use this 
service to find out the latest information on district projects 

or to submit questions, complaints or compliments 
directly to a district staff person.

CONTACT US

Note: Percentages may not add up 
to 100% due to rounding to the 

nearest percent.
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  Bulletin Page 1 of 3 
  

CEO BULLETIN 
 

To:   Board of Directors 

From:  Norma J. Camacho, Interim CEO 
 

Chief Executive Officer Bulletin 
Week of June 9 –15, 2017 

 
Board Executive Limitation Policy EL-7: 

The Board Appointed Officers shall inform and support the Board in its work. Further, a BAO shall 

1) inform the Board of relevant trends, anticipated adverse media coverage, or material external 

and internal changes, particularly changes in the assumptions upon which any Board policy has 

previously been established and 2) report in a timely manner an actual or anticipated 

noncompliance with any policy of the Board. 
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Status of Wolfe Road Recycled Water Facilities Project 
 
South Bay Salt Pond Restoration Project Update – All Gates at Pond A8 Notch Fully 
Open for First Time on June 2, 2017 
 
Director Varela 
Chair Varela has requested that staff provide the Board with a map and list of the 
primary creeks within the county prone to flooding identifying ownership of specific 
areas of each creek, i.e. city, county, private 
I-17-0009 
 

 

Status of Wolfe Road Recycled Water Facilities Project 
 

On February 9, 2016, the board awarded the Wolfe Road Recycled Water Facilities Project (Project) 
construction contract to JMB Construction, Inc. (JMB) in the amount of $$8,868,584, with a 
$1,330,000 contingency fund. 
 

JMB began work on the project in March of 2016, and substantially completed construction of the 
project’s 2.5 miles of 24-inch diameter recycled water piping and pump station.    
 

JMB is currently completing work identified on the Project's deficiency list.  One item is the relocation 
of an air valve assembly and enclosure from the sidewalk into a public utility easement. The City of 
Sunnyvale requested this work to improve sidewalk clearance and meet required Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA) guidelines.   
 

The owner of the property, on which the public utility easement exists, has objected to the proposed 
relocation of the air valve assembly and enclosure onto the easement, stating that the City of 
Sunnyvale and the water district do not have the proper authority to perform the relocation.   
 

A property line survey and title report evaluation have been conducted and confirmed the limits and 
availability of the public utility easement for the relocation.  Additionally, both the City of Sunnyvale 
and water district’s legal counsel have reviewed the easement language and determined that 
sufficient rights exist to perform the relocation. 
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Week of June 9 - 15, 2017 

With concurrence from the City of Sunnyvale, the water district notified the property owner of the 
plans to utilize the easement on April 21, 2017.  Since that time, the water district and City of 
Sunnyvale have worked together to provide the property owner with additional information and both 
have met directly with the property owner and responded to their inquiries.  Nonetheless, the property 
owner remains resolute in their position.   
 

To avoid further delay and enable completion of the construction work, the water district provided an 
additional notice to the property owner on May 26, 2017, indicating that relocation of the air valve will 
proceed the week of June 5, 2017.  The City of Sunnyvale concurs with, and supports, the decision to 
proceed with the relocation work during the week of June 5, 2017, as noticed. 
 

For further information, please contact Christopher Hakes at (408) 630-3796. 
 

 
South Bay Salt Pond Restoration Project Update – All Gates at Pond A8 Notch Fully Open for 
First Time on June 2, 2017 
 

The South Bay Salt Pond Restoration Project (SBSPRP) is the largest wetland restoration project on 
the West Coast in the United States. The water district has been a major partner in the restoration 
effort since it was initiated in the early 2000’s.  
 

As a part of SBSPRP, the water district started construction of a water control structure (an 8-bay 
weir that is referred to as the 'notch') to connect Pond A8 to Alviso Slough in January 2010. The 
gradual opening of this former salt pond to tidal action is a major part of the restoration effort.    
  

In June 2011, the first of eight gates of the notch was intermittently opened. The SBSPRP includes an 
adaptive management approach where additional gates continue to be opened as analysis from 
ongoing monitoring and scientific investigation reduced the uncertainties related to possible spread of 
mercury contaminated sediments to the environment, including fish and bird populations. The 
mercury contaminated sediments in Pond A8 and Alviso Slough are the result of historic mining 
activities in the New Almaden Quicksilver mines.  
 

Opening the additional gates not only contributes toward the restoration goal of converting Pond A8 
to tidal inputs, it also may help scour Alviso Slough, creating a deeper and wider channel that would 
enhance the recreational opportunities for both the Alviso community and Santa Clara County.  
 

For the past three years, the water district has made significant financial contributions toward 
monitoring and research efforts to study mercury and fish stranding issues related to gate openings. 
With the water district’s assistance, the SBSPRP was able to achieve opening all the gates on June 
2, 2017. 
 

Through monitoring and research efforts, the water district will continue to study the impacts of fully 
opening all the gates with the goal of making the entire A8 pond complex fully tidal.  Additional 
detailed project updates will be provided to the board during its August 22, 2017, meeting. 
 
Further information is available on the SBSPRP Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/southbayrestoration/posts/1537213572970229 
 

For further information, please contact Afshin Rouhani at (408) 630-2616. 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 

13



 

  Bulletin Page 3 of 3 

Week of June 9 - 15, 2017 

Chair Varela has requested that staff provide the Board with a map and list of the primary 
creeks within the county prone to flooding identifying ownership of areas of each creek, i.e. 
city, county, private 
I-17-0009 
 

The maps showing property ownership along creeks that are prone to flooding are included in the 
June 16, 2017, Non-Agenda packet. 
 

For further information, please contact Sue Tippets at (408) 630-2353. 
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Request Director Description

Report Name: Board Requests Report -

PageReport date:06-15-2017

Date
Completed DispositionGM / AGM 20 Days

Due Date
Meeting

Formal Order by: DIRECTOR

Date
Expected

Completion
Date

 1 of  1   

R-16-0021

R-17-0016

R-17-0014

R-17-0017

R-17-0018

04/12/16

05/23/17

05/09/17

06/13/17

06/13/17

Staff to take a preliminary look at the 
use of PLAs on Non-federal District 
projects.
The Board directed staff to agendize 
an item for Board Discussion on the 
roles and functions of directors serving
on external committees.
Staff to schedule Board policy meeting
to review and discuss EL-5 
(Procurement).
Staff to follow up with Quyen Vuong in 
regards to questions asked during 
6/13/17 Public Hearing on the Safe, 
Clean Water-Coyote Creek Flood 
Protection Project (see attached 
Request to Speak card).

Staff to follow up with Aurelia Sanchez 
in regards to questions asked during 
6/13/17 Public Hearing on the Safe, 
Clean Water-Coyote Creek Flood 
Protection Project (see attached 
Request to Speak card).

Keegan

Kremen

Santos

Varela

Varela

03/02/17 Continued. 
07/28/16 CEO Bulletin.

03/22/17

06/12/17

05/30/17

07/04/17

07/04/17

Stanton

King

King

Camacho

Camacho

Pending

Pending

Pending

Pending

Pending
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Request Director Description

Report Name: Board Requests Report -

PageReport date:06-15-2017

Date
Completed DispositionGM / AGM 20 Days

Due Date
Request

Informal Order by: DIRECTOR

Date
Expected

Completion
Date

 1 of  1   

I-17-0008

I-17-0009

05/15/17

05/23/17

Chair Varela has requested information
on the reinforced concrete pipeline 
from the Uvas Dam to Llagas Creek 
that was created to divert water from 
Uvas Creek to percolate in Llagas 
Creek, as described in 1956 
Agreement between So. SCV Water 
Conservation District and Department 
of Fish and Game
Staff to provide the Board with a map 
and list of the primary creeks within 
the county prone to flooding that 
identifies ownership of specific areas 
of the each creek, i.e.  city, county, 
private and/or District ownership.

Varela

Varela

06/04/17

06/15/17

Fiedler

Camacho

Pending

Pending
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Ownership
City of Campbell
City of Cupertino
City/County of San Francisco
City of Santa Clara
City of Saratoga
City of Sunnyvale
County of Santa Clara
S C V W D
State of CA
Town of Los Gatos
United States of America
Private Ownership
Other Agencies
100 Year Flood Zone

West Valley Watershed
Flood Zones with Ownership ±

GIS themes are for illustration and general analysis
purposes only and are not accurate to surveying or
engineering standards.  Information is not guaranteed
to be accurate, current, or complete and use of this
information is your responsibility. 38
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S C V W D
State of CA
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100 Year Flood Zone

Coyote Watershed Flood Zones with Ownership ±

GIS themes are for illustration and general analysis
purposes only and are not accurate to surveying or
engineering standards.  Information is not guaranteed
to be accurate, current, or complete and use of this
information is your responsibility. 39
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State of CA
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100 Year Flood Zone
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Flood Zones with Ownership ±

GIS themes are for illustration and general analysis
purposes only and are not accurate to surveying or
engineering standards.  Information is not guaranteed
to be accurate, current, or complete and use of this
information is your responsibility.40
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GIS themes are for illustration and general analysis
purposes only and are not accurate to surveying or
engineering standards.  Information is not guaranteed
to be accurate, current, or complete and use of this
information is your responsibility. 41
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GIS themes are for illustration and general analysis
purposes only and are not accurate to surveying or
engineering standards.  Information is not guaranteed
to be accurate, current, or complete and use of this
information is your responsibility.42




