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The bill allows attorneys under contract with the Office of the Respondent Parents'
Counsel to have access to certain judicial files and clarifies that parents are entitled
to attorneys through the office in a reinstatement of parental rights hearing.  The bill
will increase state workload on an ongoing basis. 

Appropriation
Summary: 

No appropriation is required. 

Fiscal Note
Status:

This fiscal note reflects the introduced bill. 

Summary of Legislation

This bill allows attorneys under contract with the Office of the Respondent Parents' Counsel
(ORPC) to have read-only access to the name index and register of actions for the Judicial
Department.  The bill also clarifies that a parent who files a petition for reinstatement of rights in
a parent-child relationship is entitled to counsel through the ORPC if he or she meets the income
eligibility requirements.  

State Expenditures

To the extent that attorneys under contract with the ORPC are allowed additional access to the
Judicial Department's government access system, workload for Judicial's IT Division will increase. 
However, the expected increase in workload increase is minimal.  The bill may also decrease costs
for court-appointed counsel in the trial courts and increase workload and costs to the ORPC to
appoint counsel.  The fiscal note assumes that reinstatement cases are rare and that any change
in workload and costs does not require a change in appropriations.

Effective Date

The bill takes effect August 2, 2019, if the General Assembly adjourns on May 3, 2019, as
scheduled, and no referendum petition is filed.
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State and Local Government Contacts

Counties Office of the Child's Representative
Human Services Child Protection Ombudsman 
Information Technology Office of Respondent Parents' Counsel

The revenue and expenditure impacts in this fiscal note represent changes from current law under the bill for each fiscal
year.  For additional information about fiscal notes, please visit:  leg.colorado.gov/fiscalnotes.


