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SENATE BILL 25-309

BY SENATOR(S) Simpson, Baisley, Kipp, Marchman, Wallace, Coleman;
also REPRESENTATIVE(S) Brown and Bradfield, Boesenecker, Clifford,
Duran, Garcia, Lindsay, McCormick, Paschal, Phillips, Rutinel, Smith,
Titone.

CONCERNING AUTHORIZATION FOR THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TO APPROVE
THE PLACEMENT OF NONPARTISAN LEGISLATIVE FELLOWSHIPS WITHIN
THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL STAFF.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Colorado:

SECTION 1. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 2-3-303, amend (1)
introductory portion; and add (1)(h) as follows:

2-3-303. Functions - report - definitions - repeal. (1) In addition
to any other powers and duties set forth in law, the council shatt-have HAS
the following powers and duties:

(h) TO APPROVE AGREEMENTS BETWEEN THE DIRECTOR OF RESEARCH
OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL AND NONPARTISAN ORGANIZATIONS TO PLACE
NONPARTISAN LEGISLATIVE POLICY FELLOWS IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
STAFF TO CONDUCT POLICY-RELATED RESEARCH; PREPARE POLICY, FISCAL,
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ECONOMIC, OR TECHNOLOGICAL ANALYSES; SUPPORT LEGISLATORS AND
COMMITTEES; AND COMPLETE OTHER ASSIGNMENTS OR PROJECTS AS
DIRECTED BY THE DIRECTOR OF RESEARCH. THE COUNCIL SHALL NOT
APPROVE ANY AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE DIRECTOR OF RESEARCH OF THE
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL AND A NONPARTISAN ORGANIZATION THAT IS
REGISTERED AS A LOBBYIST WITH THE SECRETARY OF STATE TO PLACE A
NONPARTISAN LEGISLATIVE POLICY FELLOW IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
STAFF. AN AGREEMENT ENTERED INTO BY THE DIRECTOR OF RESEARCH AND
APPROVED BY THE COUNCIL PURSUANT TO THIS SUBSECTION (1)(h) MUST
ENSURE THAT THE DIRECTOR OF RESEARCH RETAINS SUPERVISORY
AUTHORITY OVER FELLOWS PLACED WITHIN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
STAFF, INCLUDING OVER THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF THE FELLOWSHIP.
AN AGREEMENT MUST ALSO SPECIFY THAT ANY WORK PRODUCT PRODUCED
BY A FELLOW DURING THE FELLOWSHIP REMAINS THE PROPERTY OF THE
GENERAL ASSEMBLY DURING AND AFTER THE CONCLUSION OF THE
FELLOWSHIP.

SECTION 2. Act subject to petition - effective date. This act
takes effect at 12:01 a.m. on the day following the expiration of the
ninety-day period after final adjournment of the general assembly; except
that, if a referendum petition is filed pursuant to section 1 (3) of article V
of the state constitution against this act or an item, section, or part of this act
within such period, then the act, item, section, or part will not take effect
unless approved by the people at the general election to be held in
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November 2026 and, in such case, will take effect on the date of the official
declaration of the vote thereon by the governor.

James Rashad Coleman, Sr. Julie McCluskie
PRESIDENT OF SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE
THE SENATE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Esther van Mourik Vanessa Reilly
SECRETARY OF CHIEF CLERK OF THE HOUSE
THE SENATE OF REPRESENTATIVES
APPROVED
(Date and Time)

Jared S. Polis
GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF COLORADO
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