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BILL TOPIC: EXTEND VOTER APPROVAL WINDOW FOR RTA MILL LEVY

Summary of Legislation

This bill extends the statutory authority of regional transportation authorities (RTAs) to
impose a property tax of five mills until January 1, 2029, if approved by voters within the RTA
boundary.  Under current law, RTAs are permitted to seek voter approval to levy this property tax
until January 1, 2019.

Background

RTAs are formed by two or more local governments to finance, construct, operate, and
maintain regional transportation systems.  They are authorized to issue bonds to be repaid through
several means, including motor vehicle registration fees, sales and use taxes, visitor benefit taxes,
and property taxes.  Sales and use taxes are the primary source of RTA funding.  The creation of
RTAs and the imposition of any new taxes must be approved by voters within the proposed
authority's boundaries.

The San Miguel Authority for Regional Transportation was approved by area voters in the
2016 general election to serve Telluride and eastern San Miguel County.  Voters approved a
0.25 percent sales tax and a property tax of 0.75 mills.  The San Miguel Authority for Regional
Transportation property tax is expected to generate about $600,000 per year.

Table 1 shows the RTAs in Colorado.
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Table 1
Regional Transportation Authorities in Colorado  

Source: Department of Revenue

Local Government Impact

San Miguel Authority for Regional Transportation.  The San Miguel Authority for
Regional Transportation is expected to collect about $600,000 in property taxes per year.  This bill
would make clear that the statutory authority to collect that revenue continues until
January 1, 2029. 

Conditional impact on other local governments.  The bill extends the statutory authority
of local governments, acting through RTAs, to levy a property tax.  Because the property taxes are
subject to approval by voters within the RTA, this impact is conditional.  Any costs for conducting
the election would be paid by the local governments affiliated with the RTA.  If a property tax is
approved, any costs for issuing bonds and making transportation improvements will be paid from
tax proceeds.  These costs have not been estimated at this time.
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Effective Date

The bill was signed into law by the Governor on March 1, 2017, and takes effect
August 9, 2017, assuming no referendum petition is filed.

State and Local Government Contacts

County Assessors Information Technology
Local Affairs Revenue
Special Districts Transportation
Property Tax Division - Local Affairs

The revenue and expenditure impacts in this fiscal note represent changes from current law under the bill for each fiscal
year.  For additional information about fiscal notes, please visit: www.colorado.gov/fiscalnotes.


