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HOUSE BILL 22-1295

BY REPRESENTATIVE(S) Sirota and Garnett, Amabile, Bacon,
Benavidez, Bernett, Bird, Boesenecker, Caraveo, Cutter, Duran, Esgar,
Exum, Froelich, Gonzales-Gutierrez, Gray, Hooton, Jodeh, Kennedy, Kipp,
Lindsay, Lontine, McCluskie, McCormick, McLachlan, Michaelson Jenet,
Mullica, Ortiz, Ricks, Sullivan, Tipper, Titone, Valdez A., Valdez D.,
Weissman, Woodrow, Young, Daugherty, Herod, Roberts, Snyder;

also SENATOR(S) Buckner and Fenberg, Bridges, Danielson, Donovan,
Fields, Ginal, Gonzales, Hansen, Hinrichsen, Jaquez Lewis, Lee, Moreno,
Pettersen, Priola, Rodriguez, Story, Winter, Zenzinger.

CONCERNING THE DEPARTMENT OF EARLY CHILDHOOD, AND, IN CONNECTION
THEREWITH, ESTABLISHING THE DUTIES OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
EARLY CHILDHOOD AND THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE
DEPARTMENT, RELOCATING EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMS FROM THE
DEPARTMENTS OF HUMAN SERVICES AND EDUCATION TO THE
DEPARTMENT OF EARLY CHILDHOOD, CREATING THE COLORADO
UNIVERSAL PRESCHOOL PROGRAM, AND MAKING AND ADJUSTING
APPROPRIATIONS.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Colorado:

SECTION 1. In Colorado Revised Statutes, amend 26.5-1-103 as

Capital letters or bold & italic numbers indicate new material added to existing law; dashes
through words or numbers indicate deletions from existing law and such material is not part of
the act.



follows:

26.5-1-103. Definitions. As used in this title 26.5, unless the context
otherwise requires:

(1) "Department" means the department of early childhood created
in section 26.5-1-104.

2) B e " ; e di e 4
department—of—early—<chtldhood: "DEPARTMENT RULE" MEANS A RULE
PROMULGATED BY THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AS AUTHORIZED IN SECTION
26.5-1-105.

(3) "EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR" MEANS THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF
THE DEPARTMENT OF EARLY CHILDHOOD.

(4) "LOCAL COORDINATING ORGANIZATION" MEANS THE ENTITY
SELECTED BY THE DEPARTMENT PURSUANT TO SECTION 26.5-2-103 TO
IMPLEMENT A COMMUNITY PLAN FOR INCREASING ACCESS TO,
COORDINATING, AND ALLOCATING FUNDING FOR EARLY CHILDHOOD AND
FAMILY SUPPORT PROGRAMS AND SERVICES WITHIN A SPECIFIED
COMMUNITY.

(5) "RULES ADVISORY COUNCIL" OR "COUNCIL" MEANS THE COUNCIL
CONVENED BY THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR PURSUANT TO SECTION 26.5-1-105.

SECTION 2. In Colorado Revised Statutes, add 26.5-1-105,
26.5-1-106, 26.5-1-107, 26.5-1-108, 26.5-1-109, 26.5-1-110, 26.5-1-111,
and 26.5-1-112 as follows:

26.5-1-105. Powers and duties of the executive director - rules
- rules advisory council - repeal. (1) (a) THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR IS
AUTHORIZED TO PROMULGATE, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE "STATE
ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURE ACT", ARTICLE 4 OF TITLE 24, ALL RULES FOR
THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE DEPARTMENT AND FOR THE EXECUTION AND
ADMINISTRATION OF THE FUNCTIONS SPECIFIED IN SECTION 26.5-1-109 AND
FOR THE PROGRAMS AND SERVICES SPECIFIED IN THIS TITLE 26.5. IN
PROMULGATING RULES, THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SHALL, TO THE GREATEST
EXTENT POSSIBLE:
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(I) REDUCE THE ADMINISTRATIVE BURDEN ON FAMILIES AND
PROVIDERS OF ACCESSING PROGRAMS AND SERVICES, IMPLEMENTING
PROGRAMS, AND PROVIDING SERVICES;

(I) DECREASE DUPLICATION AND CONFLICTS IN IMPLEMENTING
PROGRAMS AND PROVIDING SERVICES;

(III) INCREASE EQUITY IN ACCESS TO PROGRAMS AND SERVICES AND
IN CHILD AND FAMILY OUTCOMES;

(IV)  INCREASE ADMINISTRATIVE EFFICIENCIES AMONG THE
PROGRAMS AND SERVICES PROVIDED BY THE DEPARTMENT; AND

(V) ENSURE THAT THE RULES ARE COORDINATED ACROSS PROGRAMS
AND SERVICES SO THAT PROGRAMS ARE IMPLEMENTED AND SERVICES ARE
PROVIDED WITH IMPROVED EASE OF ACCESS, QUALITY OF FAMILY AND
PROVIDER EXPERIENCE, AND EASE OF IMPLEMENTATION BY STATE, LOCAL,
AND TRIBAL AGENCIES.

(b) THE DEPARTMENT MAY ADOPT GUIDELINES AND PROCEDURES TO
ASSIST IN THE IMPLEMENTATION AND DELIVERY OF THE PROGRAMS AND
SERVICES THAT THE DEPARTMENT PROVIDES PURSUANT TO THIS TITLE 26.5.
WHEN APPROPRIATE TO REDUCE POTENTIAL ADMINISTRATIVE BURDEN, THE
DEPARTMENT MAY DIFFERENTIATE IN THE ADOPTED GUIDELINES AND
PROCEDURES AMONG COMMUNITIES, INCLUDING COMMUNITIES IN RURAL
AREAS, BASED ON COMMUNITY CAPACITY AND READINESS FOR
IMPLEMENTING PROGRAMS AND DELIVERING SERVICES.

(c) THIS SUBSECTION (1) IS REPEALED, EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 1,
2024. BEFORE THE REPEAL, THIS SUBSECTION (1) IS SCHEDULED FOR REVIEW
IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 24-34-104.

(2) (a) THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SHALL CONVENE A RULES
ADVISORY COUNCIL FOR CONSULTATION AND ADVICE IN PROMULGATING
RULES FOR THE FUNCTIONS, PROGRAMS, AND SERVICES THAT THE
DEPARTMENT PROVIDES. THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SHALL APPOINT THE
MEMBERS OF THE RULES ADVISORY COUNCIL, TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION
A LIST OF NOMINEES PROVIDED BY THE EARLY CHILDHOOD LEADERSHIP
COMMISSION PURSUANT TO THIS SUBSECTION (2)(a). TO ENSURE THAT THE
COUNCIL IS REPRESENTATIVE AND COLLABORATIVE AND EMBODIES A WIDE
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RANGE OF PERSPECTIVES AND EXPERIENCE WITH REGARD TO EARLY
CHILDHOOD AND FAMILY SUPPORT PROGRAMS AND SERVICES, THE EARLY
CHILDHOOD LEADERSHIP COMMISSION SHALL CONDUCT OUTREACH TO A
WIDE RANGE OF EARLY CHILDHOOD INDUSTRY ORGANIZATIONS AND
PARTNERS AND SHALL PUBLICLY SOLICIT APPLICATIONS FROM QUALIFIED
AND INTERESTED INDIVIDUALS TO SERVE ON THE COUNCIL. IN ADDITION TO
SOLICITING APPLICATIONS, THE EARLY CHILDHOOD LEADERSHIP COMMISSION
SHALL CONSULT WITH PARENTS AND WITH COUNTIES, COUNTY HUMAN
SERVICES DIRECTORS, SCHOOL DISTRICTS, PROVIDERS, AND THE
ORGANIZATIONS THAT REPRESENT THESE ENTITIES AND SHALL ACCEPT
NOMINATIONS FROM SAID ORGANIZATIONS. BASED ON THE APPLICATIONS
AND NOMINATIONS RECEIVED, THE EARLY CHILDHOOD LEADERSHIP
COMMISSION SHALL SUBMIT TO THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR A LIST OF
NOMINEES FOR CONSIDERATION AS APPOINTMENTS TO THE COUNCIL. TO THE
EXTENT PRACTICABLE, THE LIST OF NOMINEES MUST INCLUDE NOMINEES
THAT SATISFY THE REQUIREMENTS SPECIFIED IN SUBSECTIONS (2)(b), (2)(c),
AND (2)(d) OF THIS SECTION. THE EARLY CHILDHOOD LEADERSHIP
COMMISSION SHALL SUBMIT A LIST OF NOMINEES TO THE EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR AS PROVIDED IN THIS SUBSECTION (2)(a) FOR THE INITIAL AND
SUBSEQUENT APPOINTMENTS TO THE COUNCIL.

(b) THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SHALL APPOINT FIFTEEN PERSONS,
TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION THE LIST OF NOMINEES RECEIVED FROM THE
EARLY CHILDHOOD LEADERSHIP COMMISSION, TO SERVE ON THE COUNCIL,
WHICH APPOINTMENTS MUST INCLUDE AT LEAST ONE PERSON FROM EACH OF
THE FOLLOWING CATEGORIES:

)] REPRESENTATIVES FROM PROGRAMMATICALLY DIVERSE
COMMUNITIES, INCLUDING:

(A) A REPRESENTATIVE FROM A SCHOOL-BASED PRESCHOOL
PROVIDER;

(B) A REPRESENTATIVE FROM A PRIVATE EARLY CHILDHOOD
PROVIDER, WHO MAY BE A HEAD START PROGRAM OR IN-HOME CHILD CARE
PROVIDER; AND

(C) A REPRESENTATIVE WHO PROVIDES CHILD CARE AS A
NONPARENTAL FAMILY MEMBER, FRIEND, OR NEIGHBOR;
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(IT) REPRESENTATIVES OF COUNTY DEPARTMENTS, AS DEFINED IN
SECTION 26.5-4-103, IN DIVERSE GEOGRAPHIC AREAS OF THE STATE WHO ARE
KNOWLEDGEABLE OF AND RESPONSIBLE FOR IMPLEMENTING CHILD
PROTECTION PROGRAMS AND THE COLORADO CHILD CARE ASSISTANCE
PROGRAM AND HAVE EXPERTISE IN FISCAL MATTERS FOR COUNTY
DEPARTMENTS. NOTWITHSTANDING ANY PROVISION OF THIS SUBSECTION
(2)(b) TO THE CONTRARY, THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SHALL APPOINT AT
LEAST TWO PERSONS FROM THE CATEGORY DESCRIBED IN THIS SUBSECTION

(2)(b)(D).

(II) A REPRESENTATIVE OF A FOUNDATION, BUSINESS, OR EARLY
CHILDHOOD ADVOCACY ORGANIZATION;

(IV) A REPRESENTATIVE WHO IS AN EXPERT IN THE FUNDING FOR
AND RULES AND FEDERAL REGULATIONS CONCERNING EARLY CHILDHOOD
AND FAMILY SUPPORT PROGRAMS AND SERVICES, INCLUDING THE LAWS,
RULES, AND REGULATIONS PERTAINING TO CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES;

(V) A REPRESENTATIVE OF INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION;
AND

(VI) ANEARLY CHILDHOOD HEALTH-CARE OR MENTAL HEALTH-CARE
PROFESSIONAL.

(c) AT LEAST EIGHT OF THE MEMBERS APPOINTED TO THE COUNCIL
MUST BE INCLUDED IN ONE OR MORE OF THE FOLLOWING CATEGORIES:

(I) PARENTS, FAMILIES, OR CAREGIVERS OF CHILDREN WHO ARE
ENROLLED IN A VARIETY OF SCHOOL- AND COMMUNITY-BASED PRESCHOOL
PROGRAMS AND PUBLIC AND PRIVATE EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMS;

(I) MEMBERS OF THE EARLY CHILDHOOD WORKFORCE, INCLUDING
EDUCATORS IN SCHOOL- AND COMMUNITY-BASED PROGRAMS; AND

(11I) MEMBERS OF HISTORICALLY UNDERSERVED AND
UNDER-RESOURCED COMMUNITIES.

(d) IN APPOINTING MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL, THE EXECUTIVE

DIRECTOR SHALL ENSURE THAT THE APPOINTED MEMBERS ARE FROM
REGIONS THROUGHOUT THE STATE, INCLUDING URBAN, SUBURBAN, AND
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RURAL AREAS, AND, TO THE EXTENT PRACTICABLE, ARE DIVERSE WITH
REGARD TO RACE, ETHNICITY, IMMIGRATION STATUS, AGE, SEXUAL
ORIENTATION, GENDER IDENTITY, CULTURE, AND LANGUAGE.

(¢) MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL ARE APPOINTED TO SERVE FOUR-YEAR
TERMS AND MAY SERVE TWO CONSECUTIVE TERMS; EXCEPT THAT, OF THE
MEMBERS INITIALLY APPOINTED TO THE COUNCIL, THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
SHALL APPOINT FIVE MEMBERS TO SERVE TWO-YEAR TERMS, FIVE MEMBERS
TO SERVE THREE-YEAR TERMS, AND FIVE MEMBERS TO SERVE FOUR-YEAR
TERMS. IF A VACANCY ARISES ON THE COUNCIL, THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
SHALL APPOINT A PERSON TO FILL THE VACANCY FOR THE REMAINDER OF THE
UNEXPIRED TERM.

() THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR MAY CREATE ISSUE-SPECIFIC
SUBCOMMITTEES OF THE COUNCIL THAT MUST INCLUDE MEMBERS OF THE
COUNCIL AND MAY INCLUDE REPRESENTATIVES FROM OTHER STATE
AGENCIES, REPRESENTATIVES OF LOCAL AND TRIBAL AGENCIES OR OTHER
LOCAL LEADERS IN EARLY CHILDHOOD AND FAMILY SUPPORT ISSUES, AND
ISSUE EXPERTS.

(g) THERE IS CREATED A COUNTY SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE RULES
ADVISORY COUNCIL TO PROVIDE INFORMATION AND ADVICE TO THE COUNCIL
CONCERNING THE DEVELOPMENT AND IMPLEMENTATION OF EARLY
CHILDHOOD AND FAMILY SUPPORT PROGRAMS THAT IMPACT COUNTY
DEPARTMENTS, AS DEFINED IN SECTION 26.5-4-103, INCLUDING THE
COLORADO CHILD CARE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM. THE SUBCOMMITTEE
CONSISTS OF REPRESENTATIVES FROM UP TO TWELVE COUNTY
DEPARTMENTS, APPOINTED BY A STATEWIDE ASSOCIATION OF HUMAN
SERVICES DIRECTORS. THE APPOINTEES MUST BE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE
DIVERSITY OF COUNTIES IN THE STATE, INCLUDING LARGE AND SMALL AND
URBAN AND RURAL COUNTIES. IN ADDITION TO PROVIDING INFORMATION
AND ADVICE TO THE COUNCIL, THE COUNTY SUBCOMMITTEE, TO PROMOTE
COORDINATION AND ALIGNMENT OF PROGRAMS AND SERVICES, SHALL
PROVIDE INFORMATION AND ADVICE TO THE POLICY ADVISORY COMMITTEE
THAT ADVISES THE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES.

(h) (I) THE COUNCIL SHALL MEET AS OFTEN AS REQUESTED BY THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR. EXCEPT AS OTHERWISE PROVIDED IN SUBSECTION
(2)(h)(II) OF THIS SECTION, A MEMBER OF THE COUNCIL AND A NON-COUNCIL
MEMBER WHO SERVES ON A SUBCOMMITTEE MAY RECEIVE THE SAME PER
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DIEM COMPENSATION FOR ATTENDANCE AT COUNCIL OR SUBCOMMITTEE
MEETINGS AS IS PROVIDED FOR MEMBERS OF BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS
PURSUANT TO SECTION 12-20-103 (6) AND REIMBURSEMENT FOR ANY
EXPENSES NECESSARY TO SUPPORT THE MEMBER'S PARTICIPATION AT A
COUNCIL OR SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING, INCLUDING ANY REQUIRED
DEPENDENT OR ATTENDANT CARE AND, IF THE MEMBER RESIDES MORE THAN
FIFTY MILES FROM THE LOCATION OF THE COUNCIL OR SUBCOMMITTEE
MEETING, EXPENSES INCURRED IN TRAVELING TO AND FROM THE MEETING,
INCLUDING ANY REQUIRED DEPENDENT OR ATTENDANT TRAVEL, FOOD, AND
LODGING.

(II) A MEMBER OF THE COUNCIL OR OF A SUBCOMMITTEE SHALL NOT
RECEIVE REIMBURSEMENT FOR EXPENSES OR PER DIEM COMPENSATION IF THE
MEMBER'S EMPLOYER COMPENSATES THE MEMBER FOR TIME SPENT SERVING
ON THE COUNCIL OR THE SUBCOMMITTEE.

(1) IN REVIEWING AND MAKING RECOMMENDATIONS CONCERNING
RULES AND IN PREPARING OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR, THE COUNCIL SHALL STRIVE TO DEVELOP RECOMMENDATIONS
THAT ARE DETAILED AND MEASURABLE AND CONSIDER THE IMPACTS ON
CHILDREN, PARENTS, FAMILIES, PROVIDERS, SCHOOL DISTRICTS, COUNTIES,
AND LOCAL COORDINATING ORGANIZATIONS. THE COUNCIL MUST APPROVE
RECOMMENDATIONS BY A MAJORITY VOTE AND PROVIDE THOSE
RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR IN WRITING. MEMBERS OF
THE COUNCIL VOTING IN THE MINORITY MAY SUBMIT A WRITTEN
EXPLANATION OF THEIR OPPOSITION TO THE RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR.

(J) BEFORE PROMULGATING A RULE, THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
SHALL SOLICIT FEEDBACK FROM AND CONSIDER THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF
THE COUNCIL. IF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR DECIDES NOT TO FOLLOW THE
RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE COUNCIL WITH REGARD TO A RULE, THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SHALL PROVIDE A WRITTEN EXPLANATION OF THE
RATIONALE FOR THE DECISION.

(k) THE COUNCIL IS A STATE PUBLIC BODY FOR PURPOSES OF THE
OPEN MEETINGS LAW SPECIFIED IN SECTION 24-6-402 AND IS SUBJECT TO THE
REQUIREMENTS OF THE "COLORADO OPEN RECORDS ACT", PART 2 OF
ARTICLE 72 OF TITLE 24.
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(I) THIS SUBSECTION (2) IS REPEALED, EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2032.
BEFORE THE REPEAL, THIS SUBSECTION (2) IS SCHEDULED FOR REVIEW IN
ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 2-3-1203.

26.5-1-106. Transfer of functions - employees - property -
contracts. (1) (a) (I) ON AND AFTER JULY 1, 2022, THE DEPARTMENT IS
RESPONSIBLE FOR EXECUTING, ADMINISTERING, PERFORMING, AND
ENFORCING THE RIGHTS, POWERS, DUTIES, FUNCTIONS, AND OBLIGATIONS
VESTED BEFORE JULY 1, 2022, IN:

(A) THE OFFICE WITHIN THE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES THAT
IS RESPONSIBLE FOR EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMS AND SERVICES; AND

(B) THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION CONCERNING EARLY
CHILDHOOD WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT, INCLUDING THE PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT INFORMATION SYSTEM.

(IT) THE RIGHTS, POWERS, DUTIES, FUNCTIONS, AND OBLIGATIONS
CONCERNING A STATEWIDE PRESCHOOL PROGRAM ARE TRANSFERRED,
EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2022, TO THE DEPARTMENT TO THE EXTENT NECESSARY
TO ESTABLISH AND AUTHORIZE ENROLLMENT IN THE COLORADO UNIVERSAL
PRESCHOOL PROGRAM, AS PROVIDED IN PART 2 OF ARTICLE 4 OF THIS TITLE
26.5 FOR THE 2023-24 SCHOOL YEAR, AND ARE FULLY TRANSFERRED TO THE
DEPARTMENT, EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2023. THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
RETAINS SUCH RIGHTS, POWERS, DUTIES, FUNCTIONS, AND OBLIGATIONS AS
ARE NECESSARY TO OPERATE THE EXISTING COLORADO PRESCHOOL
PROGRAM PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 28 OF TITLE 22, ASIT EXISTS PRIOR TO JULY
1,2023, FOR THE 2022-23 SCHOOL YEAR.

(b) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ENTER INTO MEMORANDA OF
UNDERSTANDING, INTERAGENCY AGREEMENTS, OR BOTH, AS APPROPRIATE,
WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES AND THE DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATION TO PROVIDE FOR THE TIMELY TRANSFER OF POWERS, DUTIES,
PERSONNEL, PROPERTY, RECORDS, APPROPRIATIONS, AND OTHER FUNDING AS
NECESSARY TO ACCOMPLISH THE COMPLETE TRANSFER OF THE RIGHTS,
POWERS, DUTIES, FUNCTIONS, AND OBLIGATIONS TO THE DEPARTMENT AS
DESCRIBED IN SUBSECTION (1)(a) OF THIS SECTION.

(c) THE RULES PERTAINING TO THE POWERS, DUTIES, FUNCTIONS, AND
OBLIGATIONS TRANSFERRED TO THE DEPARTMENT PURSUANT TO SUBSECTION
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(1)(a) OF THIS SECTION THAT ARE ADOPTED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN
SERVICES, THE STATE BOARD OF HUMAN SERVICES, OR THE STATE BOARD OF
EDUCATION AND ARE IN EFFECT AS OF JULY 1, 2022, CONTINUE IN EFFECT
AND APPLY TO THE DEPARTMENT AND PERSONS OR ENTITIES LICENSED OR
PROVIDING SERVICES PURSUANT TO THIS TITLE 26.5 UNTIL REPLACED BY
RULES ADOPTED BY THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR PURSUANT TO SECTION
26.5-1-105.

(2) BEGINNINGJULY 1,2022, THE POSITIONS OF EMPLOYMENT IN THE
DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES AND THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
CONCERNING THE POWERS, DUTIES, AND FUNCTIONS TRANSFERRED TO THE
DEPARTMENT OF EARLY CHILDHOOD PURSUANT TO THIS PART 1 AND
DETERMINED BY THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR TO BENECESSARY TO CARRY OUT
THE PURPOSES OF THIS TITLE 26.5, INCLUDING POSITIONS OF EMPLOYMENT
RELATED TO TECHNOLOGY SUPPORT, ARE TRANSFERRED TO THE
DEPARTMENT OF EARLY CHILDHOOD AND BECOME POSITIONS OF
EMPLOYMENT IN THAT DEPARTMENT. THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, OR THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S DESIGNEE, SHALL ESTABLISH THE ACTUAL DATE OF
SAID TRANSFERS IN MEMORANDA OF UNDERSTANDING, INTERAGENCY
AGREEMENTS, OR BOTH, AS APPROPRIATE, ENTERED INTO BETWEEN THE
DEPARTMENT OF EARLY CHILDHOOD AND THE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN
SERVICES OR THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, AS APPLICABLE, PURSUANT
TO SUBSECTION (1)(b) OF THIS SECTION.

(3) BEGINNING JULY 1, 2022, ALL ITEMS OF PROPERTY, REAL AND
PERSONAL, INCLUDING OFFICE FURNITURE AND FIXTURES, BOOKS,
DOCUMENTS, RECORDS, AND INFORMATION SYSTEMS WITH THE SUPPORTING
HARDWARE, SOFTWARE, LICENSES, AND DATA, OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
HUMAN SERVICES AND THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION PERTAINING TO THE
POWERS, DUTIES, AND FUNCTIONS TRANSFERRED TO THE DEPARTMENT OF
EARLY CHILDHOOD PURSUANT TO THIS PART 1 ARE TRANSFERRED TO THE
DEPARTMENT OF EARLY CHILDHOOD AND BECOME THE PROPERTY OF SAID
DEPARTMENT. THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, OR THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S
DESIGNEE, SHALL ESTABLISH THE ACTUAL DATE OF SAID TRANSFERS IN
MEMORANDA OF UNDERSTANDING, INTERAGENCY AGREEMENTS, OR BOTH,
AS APPROPRIATE, ENTERED INTO BETWEEN THE DEPARTMENT OF EARLY
CHILDHOOD AND THE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES OR THE
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, AS APPLICABLE, PURSUANT TO SUBSECTION
(1)(b) OF THIS SECTION.
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(4) EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2022, IF THE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN
SERVICES OR THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION IS REFERRED TO OR
DESIGNATED BY A CONTRACT OR OTHER DOCUMENT IN CONNECTION WITH
THE POWERS, DUTIES, AND FUNCTIONS TRANSFERRED TO THE DEPARTMENT
OF EARLY CHILDHOOD PURSUANT TO THIS PART 1, SUCH REFERENCE OR
DESIGNATION IS DEEMED TO APPLY TO THE DEPARTMENT OF EARLY
CHILDHOOD. ALL CONTRACTS ENTERED INTO BY THE SAID DEPARTMENTS
BEFORE JULY 1, 2022, IN CONNECTION WITH THE POWERS, DUTIES, AND
FUNCTIONS TRANSFERRED TO THE DEPARTMENT OF EARLY CHILDHOOD
PURSUANT TO THIS PART 1 AREHEREBY VALIDATED, WITH THE DEPARTMENT
OF EARLY CHILDHOOD SUCCEEDING TO ALL RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS UNDER
SAID CONTRACTS. ANY MONEY THAT WAS PREVIOUSLY RECEIVED OR
APPROPRIATED, AND REMAINS AVAILABLE, TO SATISFY OBLIGATIONS
INCURRED UNDER SAID CONTRACTS IS TRANSFERRED AND FURTHER
APPROPRIATED TO THE DEPARTMENT OF EARLY CHILDHOOD FOR THE
PAYMENT OF SAID OBLIGATIONS.

(5) ON AND AFTER JULY 1, 2022, UNLESS OTHERWISE SPECIFIED, IF
APROVISION OF LAW REFERS TO THE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES WITH
REGARD TO THE POWERS, DUTIES, OR FUNCTIONS SPECIFIED IN SUBSECTION
(1)(a)(I)(A) OF THIS SECTION OR TO THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION WITH
REGARD TO THE POWERS, DUTIES, OR FUNCTIONS SPECIFIED IN SUBSECTION
(1)(a)(I)(B) or (1)(a)(II) OF THIS SECTION, SAID LAW IS CONSTRUED AS
REFERRING TO THE DEPARTMENT OF EARLY CHILDHOOD.

(6) ON AND AFTER JULY 1,2022, UNLESS OTHERWISE SPECIFIED, ALL
CLAIMS AND LIABILITIES, INCLUDING COSTS, RELATING TO THE
PERFORMANCE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES WITH REGARD TO
THE POWERS, DUTIES, OR FUNCTIONS SPECIFIED IN SUBSECTION (1)(a)(I)(A)
OF THIS SECTION OR TO THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION WITH REGARD TO
THE POWERS, DUTIES, OR FUNCTIONS SPECIFIED IN SUBSECTION (1)(a)(I)(B)
OR (1)(a)(IT) OF THIS SECTION ARE TRANSFERRED TO AND ASSUMED BY THE
DEPARTMENT OF EARLY CHILDHOOD, EXCLUSIVELY THROUGH THE
DEPARTMENT OF EARLY CHILDHOOD, AND NO OTHER PUBLIC ENTITY OR
AGENCY IS RESPONSIBLE OR LIABLE FOR ANY SUCH CLAIMS, LIABILITIES, OR
DAMAGES.

(7) THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, OR THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S

DESIGNEE, MAY ACCEPT, ON BEHALF OF AND IN THE NAME OF THE STATE,
GIFTS, GRANTS AND DONATIONS FOR ANY PURPOSE CONNECTED WITH THE
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POWERS, DUTIES, AND FUNCTIONS OF THE DEPARTMENT. THE STATE
TREASURER SHALL HOLD ANY PROPERTY SO GIVEN, BUT THE EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR, OR THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S DESIGNEE, MAY DIRECT THE
DISPOSITION OF ANY PROPERTY SO GIVEN FOR ANY PURPOSE CONSISTENT
WITH THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS UNDER WHICH THE GIFT WAS CREATED.

26.5-1-107. Final agency action - authority of executive director
- rules. HEARINGS CONDUCTED BY AN APPOINTED ADMINISTRATIVE LAW
JUDGE ARE CONSIDERED INITIAL DECISIONS OF THE DEPARTMENT THAT THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, OR AN EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S DESIGNEE, SHALL
REVIEW. IF EXCEPTIONS TO THE INITIAL DECISION ARE FILED PURSUANT TO
SECTION 24-4-105 (14)(a)(I), THE REVIEW MUST BE IN ACCORDANCE WITH
SECTION 24-4-105 (15); EXCEPT THAT THE DEPARTMENT MAY, AT ITS
DISCRETION, PERMIT A PARTY TO FILE AN AUDIO RECORDING IN LIEU OF A
WRITTEN TRANSCRIPT IF THE PARTY CANNOT AFFORD A WRITTEN
TRANSCRIPT. THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR MAY ADOPT RULES DELINEATING
THE CRITERIA AND PROCESS FOR FILING AN AUDIO RECORDING IN LIEU OF A
WRITTEN TRANSCRIPT. IN THE ABSENCE OF AN EXCEPTION FILED PURSUANT
TO SECTION 24-4-105 (14)(a)(I), THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SHALL REVIEW
THE INITIAL DECISION IN ACCORDANCE WITH A PROCEDURE ADOPTED BY THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR. THE PROCEDURE MUST BE CONSISTENT WITH FEDERAL
MANDATES CONCERNING THE SINGLE STATE AGENCY REQUIREMENT. REVIEW
BY THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 24-4-105 (15)
OR THE PROCEDURE ADOPTED BY THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR PURSUANT TO
THIS SECTION CONSTITUTES FINAL AGENCY ACTION.

26.5-1-108. Cooperation with federal government - grants-in-aid
- legislative intent. (1) THE DEPARTMENT IS AUTHORIZED TO ACCEPT, USE,
AND ADMINISTER ALL MONEY AND PROPERTY GRANTED OR MADE AVAILABLE
TO THE STATE OR ANY STATE AGENCY FOR THE PURPOSE OF THE EARLY
CHILDHOOD PROGRAMS AND SERVICES THAT ARE TRANSFERRED TO THE
DEPARTMENT PURSUANT TO THIS PART 1 OR SUBSEQUENTLY CREATED IN THIS
TITLE 26.5 OR OTHER PROGRAMS AND SERVICES THAT ARE COMPARABLE TO
SAID PROGRAMS AND SERVICES, EXCEPT ANY MONEY AND PROPERTY THAT
IS GRANTED OR MADE AVAILABLE TO ANOTHER SPECIFICALLY DESIGNATED
AGENCY.

(2) IFIT IS NECESSARY TO EXECUTE A FORMAL AGREEMENT WITH A

FEDERAL AGENCY OR OFFICER AS A CONDITION PRECEDENT TO RECEIVING
FEDERAL MONEY OR PROPERTY PURSUANT TO SUBSECTION (1) OF THIS
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SECTION, THE DEPARTMENT IS AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE SUCH AN
AGREEMENT, WITH THE APPROVAL OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL, SO LONG AS
THE AGREEMENT IS NOT INCONSISTENT WITH LAW.

(3) THE STATE TREASURER IS AUTHORIZED TO RECEIVE, AS OFFICIAL
CUSTODIAN, ANY MONEY THAT THE DEPARTMENT ACCEPTS PURSUANT TO
SUBSECTION (1) OF THIS SECTION. THE STATE TREASURER SHALL DISBURSE
THE MONEY RECEIVED PURSUANT TO THIS SECTION UPON THE ORDER OF THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR.

(4) BEGINNING WITH THE PRESENTATION MADE TO A JOINT
COMMITTEE OF REFERENCE PURSUANT TO THE "STATE MEASUREMENT FOR
ACCOUNTABLE, RESPONSIVE, AND TRANSPARENT (SMART) GOVERNMENT
ACT", PART 2 OF ARTICLE 7 OF TITLE 2, IN THE 2023 REGULAR LEGISLATIVE
SESSION, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ANNUALLY INCLUDE IN THE
PRESENTATION A REPORT THAT DETAILS THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF FEDERAL
MONEY THAT THE DEPARTMENT RECEIVED IN THE PRIOR FISCAL YEAR,
ACCOUNTING FOR HOW THE MONEY WAS USED, SPECIFYING THE FEDERAL
LAW OR REGULATION THAT GOVERNS THE USE OF THE FEDERAL MONEY, IF
ANY, AND PROVIDING INFORMATION REGARDING ANY FLEXIBILITY THE
DEPARTMENT HAS IN USING THE FEDERAL MONEY. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL
MAKE THE REPORT PUBLICLY AVAILABLE FOLLOWING THE HEARING.

(5) IT IS THE INTENT OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY THAT THE
RESPONSIBILITY FOR ADMINISTERING AND THE POWER TO EXPEND FEDERAL
MONEY PERTAINING TO THE POWERS, DUTIES, AND FUNCTIONS THAT ARE
TRANSFERRED TO THE DEPARTMENT PURSUANT TO THIS PART 1 TRANSFER TO
THE DEPARTMENT IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE MEMORANDA OF
UNDERSTANDING, INTERAGENCY AGREEMENTS, OR BOTH, AS APPROPRIATE,
DESCRIBED IN SECTION 26.5-1-106 (1)(b).

26.5-1-109. Department functions - operating principles. (1) THE
DEPARTMENT SHALL EXECUTE THE FOLLOWING FUNCTIONS AND OPERATE
PROGRAMS AND PROVIDE SERVICES ASSOCIATED WITH THOSE FUNCTIONS AS
DESCRIBED IN THIS TITLE 26.5 AND AUTHORIZED BY FEDERAL LAW:

(a) PROMOTE CHILD PHYSICAL, ORAL, AND BEHAVIORALHEALTH AND
USE MULTIGENERATIONAL AND CULTURALLY AND LINGUISTICALLY
APPROPRIATE STRATEGIES TO SUPPORT CHILD AND PARENT OUTCOMES THAT
IMPROVE OVERALL FAMILY WELL-BEING;
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(b) IDENTIFY AND ADDRESS CHILD AND FAMILY TRAUMA AND
SUPPORT A TRAUMA-INFORMED, AS DEFINED IN SECTION 19-1-103,
APPROACH TO EARLY CHILDHOOD;

(c) PROVIDE SUPPORT TO FAMILIES FOR HEALTHY EARLY CHILDHOOD
DEVELOPMENT,;

(d) PROMOTE ACCESS TO QUALITY EARLY CHILDHOOD CARE AND
EDUCATION, INCLUDING MONITORING AND INCREASING THE CAPACITY OF
QUALITY EARLY CHILDHOOD CARE AND EDUCATION PROGRAMS TO SUPPORT
THE AVAILABILITY OF SAID PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN THROUGHOUT THE
STATE;

(¢) PROMOTE AND SUPPORT ACCESS TO A COHERENT AND ALIGNED
SYSTEM OF PREPARATION AND ONGOING PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
OPPORTUNITIES FOR PERSONS WHO PROVIDE EARLY CHILDHOOD AND FAMILY
SUPPORT PROGRAMS AND SERVICES;

(f) SUPPORT STATE AND LOCAL INFRASTRUCTURE FOR PROVIDING
EARLY CHILDHOOD AND FAMILY SUPPORT PROGRAMS AND SERVICES,
INCLUDING EARLY CHILDHOOD CARE AND EDUCATION AND PHYSICAL, ORAL,
AND BEHAVIORAL HEALTH CARE FOR CHILDREN;

(g) COLLABORATE FORMALLY AND INFORMALLY WITH ALL STATE
DEPARTMENTS AND LOCAL AND TRIBAL AGENCIES THAT ADMINISTER OR
OTHERWISE PROVIDE SUPPORT FOR EARLY CHILDHOOD AND FAMILY SUPPORT
PROGRAMS AND SERVICES TO ENSURE EFFECTIVE AND EFFICIENT
ADMINISTRATION OF SAID PROGRAMS AND SERVICES, INCLUDING COMBINING
AND COORDINATING THE FUNDING FOR SAID PROGRAMS AND SERVICES THAT
ARE UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF THE DEPARTMENT TO THE FULLEST EXTENT
ALLOWED UNDER STATE AND FEDERAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS, AND TO
ENSURE CONSISTENCY IN THE EXPERIENCE OF FAMILIES WHO BENEFIT FROM
THESE PROGRAMS AND SERVICES AND PROMOTE WHOLE-CHILD AND
WHOLE-FAMILY WELL-BEING;

(h) COLLABORATE WITH OTHER STATE DEPARTMENTS AND LOCAL
AND TRIBAL AGENCIES TO SET, AND ASSESS ACHIEVEMENT OF, STATEWIDE
GOALS FOR QUALITY, AVAILABILITY, CAPACITY, AND DELIVERY OF EARLY
CHILDHOOD AND FAMILY SUPPORT PROGRAMS AND SERVICES AND
STATEWIDE GOALS FOR SUPPORT AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE WORKFORCE
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THAT PROVIDES EARLY CHILDHOOD AND FAMILY SUPPORT PROGRAMS AND
SERVICES, INCLUDING PHYSICAL, ORAL, AND BEHAVIORAL HEALTH CARE FOR
CHILDREN;

(1) COLLABORATE WITH OTHER STATE DEPARTMENTS, LOCAL, AND
TRIBAL AGENCIES, AND LOCAL COORDINATING ORGANIZATIONS TO SAFELY
COLLECT AND SHARE DATA, ELIMINATING DUPLICATION OF DATA
COLLECTION WHEN POSSIBLE, WHILE ENSURING PRIVACY AND SECURITY FOR
CHILDREN AND FAMILIES, TO ENABLE THE DEPARTMENT TO GAUGE THE
STATEWIDE QUALITY, AVAILABILITY, CAPACITY, AND DELIVERY OF EARLY
CHILDHOOD AND FAMILY SUPPORT PROGRAMS AND SERVICES;

(J) EVALUATE THE QUALITY OF EARLY CHILDHOOD AND FAMILY
SUPPORT PROGRAMS AND SERVICES THROUGHOUT THE STATE USING
IDENTIFIED OUTCOME METRICS AND PROVIDE SUPPORT FOR EARLY
CHILDHOOD PROVIDERS AND THE WORKFORCE THAT PROVIDES EARLY
CHILDHOOD AND FAMILY SUPPORT PROGRAMS AND SERVICES, INCLUDING
PHYSICAL, ORAL, AND BEHAVIORAL HEALTH CARE FOR CHILDREN;

(k) COLLABORATE WITH OTHER STATE DEPARTMENTS TO PROMOTE
THE OVERALL EFFECTIVENESS OF EARLY CHILDHOOD SYSTEMS IN THE STATE
BY JOINTLY IDENTIFYING METRICS THAT ALL DEPARTMENTS USE TO MONITOR
EARLY CHILDHOOD OUTCOMES THROUGHOUT THE STATE, WHICH MUST
INCLUDE OUTCOMES IN HEALTH, INCLUDING PHYSICAL, SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL,
AND DENTAL; LEARNING; AND OVERALL WELL-BEING;

(I)  SUPPORT INNOVATION IN METHODS AND STRATEGIES FOR
ACCESSING AND PROVIDING EARLY CHILDHOOD AND FAMILY SUPPORT
PROGRAMS AND SERVICES THROUGH RESEARCH AND REVIEW OF PROGRAMS
AND SYSTEMS IMPLEMENTED WITHIN COLORADO AND IN OTHER STATES AND
COUNTRIES; AND

(m) IN COORDINATION WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES
AND COUNTY DEPARTMENTS, AS DEFINED IN SECTION 26.5-4-103, INTEGRATE
OUTREACH FOR EARLY CHILDHOOD AND FAMILY SUPPORT PROGRAMS AND
SERVICES INTO EFFORTS TO PROVIDE FAMILIES ACCESS TO A WIDE RANGE OF
SERVICES AND RESOURCES, INCLUDING ACCESS TO FOOD, CASH ASSISTANCE,
AND HEALTH CARE.

(2) INEXECUTING THE FUNCTIONS DESCRIBED IN SUBSECTION (1) OF
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THIS SECTION AND IMPLEMENTING THE PROGRAMS AND PROVIDING THE
SERVICES RELATED TO THOSE FUNCTIONS, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ENSURE
TO THE GREATEST EXTENT POSSIBLE THAT:

(a) EARLY CHILDHOOD AND FAMILY SUPPORT PROGRAMS AND
SERVICES ARE:

(I) IMPLEMENTED AND PROVIDED ACROSS FUNCTIONS RATHER THAN
BEING SILOED AS INDIVIDUAL PROGRAMS, WHICH INCLUDES PROVIDING A
SEAMLESS APPLICATION EXPERIENCE FOR FAMILIES AND PROVIDERS AS
DESCRIBED IN SECTION 26.5-1-110, INCREASING THE EFFICIENCY OF
PROGRAMS AND SERVICES, AND REDUCING DUPLICATION AND
ADMINISTRATIVE BURDEN;

(IT) DESIGNED WITH A FOCUS ON THE USER EXPERIENCE OF FAMILIES,
CHILDREN, PROVIDERS, AND OTHER END-USERS AND DESIGNED TO SERVE THE
WHOLE FAMILY AND THE WHOLE CHILD;

(III) AVAILABLE STATEWIDE AND PROVIDED ON AN EQUITABLE,
AFFORDABLE, AND CULTURALLY AND LINGUISTICALLY RESPONSIVE BASIS TO
ALL FAMILIES WHO CHOOSE TO USE THE PROGRAMS AND SERVICES;

(IV) WITHREGARD TO EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMS AND SERVICES,
PROVIDED THROUGH CHILD CARE PROVIDERS; A MIXED DELIVERY SYSTEM OF
SCHOOL- AND COMMUNITY-BASED PRESCHOOL PROGRAM PROVIDERS; AND
A DIVERSE WORKFORCE OF LICENSED, VOLUNTARILY CREDENTIALED, AND
INFORMAL CHILDHOOD CAREGIVERS AND EDUCATORS; AND

(V) WITH REGARD TO FAMILY SUPPORT PROGRAMS AND SERVICES,
PROVIDED THROUGH A MIXED DELIVERY SYSTEM OF PUBLIC AND PRIVATE
PROVIDERS AND A DIVERSE WORKFORCE; AND

(b) FUNDING FOR PROGRAMS AND SERVICES IS COMBINED AND
COORDINATED AT THE STATE LEVEL, WHEN POSSIBLE AND TO THE FULLEST
EXTENT ALLOWED UNDER STATE AND FEDERAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS,
BEFORE DISTRIBUTION TO LOCAL AND TRIBAL AGENCIES, FAMILIES, AND
PROVIDERS; AND

(c) RESOURCES ARE USED WITH MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY TO ENSURE
THAT PARENTS, CHILDREN, AND EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAM AND SERVICE
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PROVIDERS ARE PRIORITIZED AND RECEIVE THE GREATEST POSSIBLE LEVEL
OF INVESTMENT AND FINANCIAL SUPPORT WITH THE LOWEST POSSIBLE LEVEL
OF ADMINISTRATIVE BURDEN; AND

(d) THE DEPARTMENT WORKS IN PARTNERSHIP WITH FAMILIES,
PUBLIC AND PRIVATE PROVIDERS, AND LOCAL EARLY CHILDHOOD
COMMUNITIES.

(3) TO ASSIST THE DEPARTMENT IN EXECUTING THE FUNCTIONS AND
MEETING THE REQUIREMENTS SPECIFIED IN THIS SECTION, THE EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR SHALL ENSURE THAT THERE IS AT LEAST ONE STAFF MEMBER
AMONG THE UPPER MANAGEMENT LEVELS OF THE DEPARTMENT WHOSE JOB
RESPONSIBILITIES INCLUDE ENSURING THAT STAFF SUPPORT AND
COMMUNICATE, INTERACT, AND PARTNER WITH THE COUNTIES AND THE
COUNTY DEPARTMENTS, AS DEFINED IN SECTION 26.5-4-103.

(4) INEXECUTING THE FUNCTIONS DESCRIBED IN SUBSECTION (1) OF
THIS SECTION, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL COLLABORATE WITH THE
DEPARTMENTS OF EDUCATION, HIGHER EDUCATION, HUMAN SERVICES,
PUBLIC HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENT, AND HEALTH CARE POLICY AND
FINANCING TO STRENGTHEN COORDINATION AND PROMOTE ALIGNMENT
AMONG EDUCATION, HIGHER EDUCATION, HUMAN SERVICES, HEALTH CARE,
AND MENTAL HEALTH CARE IN SERVING AND SUPPORTING CHILDREN,
FAMILIES, PROVIDERS, AND THE EARLY CHILDHOOD WORKFORCE.

26.5-1-110. Unified application - child care, services, and
education. (1) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL DEVELOP AND IMPLEMENT THE USE
OF A SINGLE, UNIFIED ELECTRONIC APPLICATION FOR FAMILIES TO USE IN
APPLYING FOR ALL PUBLICLY FUNDED EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMS AND
SERVICES THAT THE DEPARTMENT ADMINISTERS. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL
DESIGN THE APPLICATION TO ENABLE EQUITABLE ACCESS; STREAMLINE THE
ENROLLMENT AND ELIGIBILITY-DETERMINATION PROCESS FOR FAMILIES,
PROVIDERS, AND STATE, LOCAL, AND TRIBAL AGENCIES; AND MEET THE
REQUIREMENTS SPECIFIED IN SUBSECTION (2) OF THIS SECTION. THE
DEPARTMENT SHALL COLLABORATE WITH OTHER STATE, LOCAL, AND TRIBAL
AGENCIES AS NECESSARY IN DEVELOPING, AND COLLECTING FEEDBACK
CONCERNING, THE APPLICATION TO ENSURE THE LEAST AMOUNT OF
DUPLICATION FOR FAMILIES AND STATE, LOCAL, AND TRIBAL AGENCIES. THE
DEPARTMENT SHALL ENSURE THAT THE APPLICATION IS FUNCTIONAL BY JULY
1, 2023, FOR FAMILIES SEEKING TO ENROLL CHILDREN IN THE COLORADO
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UNIVERSAL PRESCHOOL PROGRAM PURSUANT TO PART 2 OF ARTICLE 4 OF
THIS TITLE 26.5.

(2) AT A MINIMUM, THE UNIFIED APPLICATION MUST:
(a) BE AVAILABLE IN MULTIPLE LANGUAGES;

(b) BE ACCESSIBLE ON MOBILE ELECTRONIC DEVICES AND AVAILABLE
IN PAPER COPY,;

(c) COLLECT FROM FAMILIES ONLY THE MINIMUM INFORMATION
NECESSARY TO APPLY FOR PROGRAMS AND SERVICES AND ENABLE FAMILIES
TO APPLY FOR A SINGLE PROGRAM OR SERVICE OR FOR MULTIPLE PROGRAMS
AND SERVICES SIMULTANEOUSLY OR OVER TIME;

(d) ADHERE TO ALL STATE AND FEDERAL DATA PRIVACY AND
SECURITY LAWS AND REGULATIONS;

(¢) REDUCE DUPLICATION IN AND THE COMPLEXITY OF THE
INFORMATION COLLECTED FROM PROVIDERS;

(f) INCLUDE CONSIDERATION OF ALL SOURCES FROM WHICH THE
APPLICANT MAY BE ELIGIBLE FOR FUNDING TO ENSURE THAT ALL OF THE
FUNDING FOR WHICH THE APPLICANT IS ELIGIBLE IS COMBINED AND
COORDINATED TO THE FULLEST EXTENT ALLOWED UNDER STATE AND
FEDERAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS IN PROVIDING THE PROGRAMS AND
SERVICES FOR WHICH THE APPLICANT IS APPLYING;

(g) ALLOW FOR CUSTOMIZATION AS MAY BE NECESSARY FOR
CERTAIN PROGRAMS OR SERVICES; AND

(h) COORDINATE WITH OTHER AGENCIES AND PROGRAMS, AS
APPROPRIATE, TO ENSURE APPROPRIATE REFERRAL OF CHILDREN AND
FAMILIES TO EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMS ADMINISTERED BY OTHER
DEPARTMENTS.

26.5-1-111. Data system - collection - analysis - cross-agency
agreements. (1) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL WORK WITH LOCAL
COORDINATING ORGANIZATIONS, STATE AGENCIES, LOCAL AND TRIBAL
AGENCIES, AND PROVIDERS, AS NECESSARY, TO COLLECT, SHARE, MANAGE,
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AND PROTECT QUALITATIVE AND QUANTITATIVE DATA PERTAINING TO EARLY
CHILDHOOD AND FAMILY SUPPORT PROGRAMS AND SERVICES. THE
DEPARTMENT SHALL REVIEW AND ANALYZE THE COLLECTED DATA TO
ASSESS:

(a) THE NEEDS OF CHILDREN AND FAMILIES FOR EARLY CHILDHOOD
AND FAMILY SUPPORT PROGRAMS;

(b) THE LOCAL AND STATEWIDE AVAILABILITY, CAPACITY, USE, AND
QUALITY OF, AND FUNDING SUPPORT FOR, EARLY CHILDHOOD AND FAMILY
SUPPORT PROGRAMS AND SERVICES;

(c) THE DEGREE TO WHICH THE DEPARTMENT AND LOCAL AND
TRIBAL AGENCIES ARE REDUCING INEQUITIES IN ACCESS TO AND USE OF
EARLY CHILDHOOD AND FAMILY SUPPORT PROGRAMS AND SERVICES AND IN
CHILDHOOD OUTCOMES;

(d) THE CAPACITY, QUALITY, TRAINING, EDUCATION, EMPLOYMENT
STATUS, AND RETENTION OF AND COMPENSATION PROVIDED TO MEMBERS OF
THE WORKFORCE THAT SERVES EARLY CARE AND EDUCATION, EARLY
CHILDHOOD PROGRAMS AND SERVICES, AND FAMILY SUPPORT PROGRAMS
AND SERVICES;

(¢) LONG-TERM OUTCOMES FOR CHILDREN SERVED BY EARLY
CHILDHOOD AND FAMILY SUPPORT PROGRAMS AND SERVICES, INCLUDING
CORRELATIONS TO SCHOOL READINESS AS ASSESSED PURSUANT TO SECTION
22-7-1004 (2), TO ACADEMIC SUCCESS IN THIRD GRADE, AND TO HIGH
SCHOOL GRADUATION; AND

(f) OTHER MEASURES THAT INDICATE THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE
EARLY CHILDHOOD AND FAMILY SUPPORT PROGRAMS AND SERVICES IN
COLORADO IN SERVING AND SUPPORTING CHILDREN, FAMILIES, PROVIDERS,
AND THE EARLY CHILDHOOD WORKFORCE.

(2) AT A MINIMUM, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL COLLECT DATA
PERTAINING TO EARLY CHILDHOOD AND FAMILY SUPPORT PROGRAMS AND
SERVICES THAT INCLUDES:

(a) THE NUMBER OF CHILDREN IN THE STATE WHO ARE ELIGIBLE TO
RECEIVE, AND THE NUMBER OF CHILDREN WHO ACTUALLY RECEIVE,
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SERVICES THROUGH THE PROGRAMS ADMINISTERED BY THE DEPARTMENT,
THE DEMOGRAPHICS OF SAID CHILDREN, INCLUDING SOCIOECONOMIC
STATUS, RACE, ETHNICITY, LANGUAGE, AND DISABILITY, AND SAID
CHILDREN'S ELIGIBILITY FOR FUNDING AND USE OF EARLY CHILDHOOD AND
FAMILY SUPPORT PROGRAMS AND SERVICES;

(b) INFORMATION CONCERNING GROUPS OF CHILDREN WHO HAVE
HISTORICALLY ENCOUNTERED BARRIERS TO SCHOOL READINESS;

(c) INFORMATION THAT ENABLES THE DEPARTMENT, LOCAL
COORDINATING ORGANIZATIONS, AND LOCAL AND TRIBAL AGENCIES TO
ASSESS ON A CONTINUING BASIS THE NEEDS FOR EARLY CHILDHOOD AND
FAMILY SUPPORT PROGRAMS AND SERVICES IN AN AREA AND MAKE
DECISIONS CONCERNING THE PROVISION OF PROGRAMS AND SERVICES;

(d) THE DEMAND FOR EARLY CHILDHOOD AND FAMILY SUPPORT
PROGRAMS AND SERVICES AND THE EXISTENCE OF PROVIDERS IN AREAS
THROUGHOUT THE STATE, INCLUDING INFORMATION CONCERNING PROGRAM
CAPACITY, SUCH AS THE NUMBER OF AVAILABLE CLASSROOMS; THE LOCAL
AND STATEWIDE AVAILABILITY OF LOCALLY, STATE-, AND FEDERALLY
FUNDED ENROLLMENT POSITIONS AND VACANCIES IN THOSE POSITIONS; AND
THE NUMBER OF HOURS OF SERVICES RECEIVED BY INDIVIDUAL CHILDREN
AND PARENTS IN PROGRAMS;

(¢) THENUMBER OF EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMS AT EACH QUALITY
LEVEL STATEWIDE AND IN SPECIFIC AREAS AND THE NUMBER AND
DEMOGRAPHICS OF CHILDREN SERVED IN EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMS AT
EACH QUALITY LEVEL;

(f) DATA REGARDING THE EARLY CHILDHOOD WORKFORCE; AND

(g) THE COMBINATION AND COORDINATION OF LOCAL, STATE, AND
FEDERAL FUNDING FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES TO PROVIDE EARLY
CHILDHOOD AND FAMILY SUPPORT PROGRAMS AND SERVICES AND THE
PROGRAMS AND SERVICES THAT ARE PROVIDED, INCLUDING USE OF MORE
THAN ONE PROGRAM OR SERVICE BY A SINGLE FAMILY.

(3) (a) THE DEPARTMENTS OF EARLY CHILDHOOD, HUMAN SERVICES,

EDUCATION, PUBLIC HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENT, AND HEALTH CARE POLICY
AND FINANCING SHALL ENTER INTO AGREEMENTS TO ENSURE DATA PRIVACY
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AND SECURITY WITH REGARD TO SHARED EARLY CHILDHOOD DATA. IN
COLLECTING AND SHARING DATA, THE DEPARTMENTS SHALL COORDINATE
AND REQUIRE COLLECTION OF DATA IN WAYS THAT IMPOSE THE LEAST
POSSIBLE BURDEN ON FAMILIES AND PROVIDERS, INCLUDING BY REDUCING
REDUNDANCIES IN DATA COLLECTION ACROSS PROGRAMS.

(b) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL USE INFORMATION DERIVED THROUGH
THE EARLY CHILDHOOD DATA SYSTEM TO, AT A MINIMUM, INFORM
PLANNING, LEVERAGE RESOURCE ALLOCATIONS, MAXIMIZE CHILDREN'S
ACCESS TO EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMS AND SERVICES, AND SUPPORT
DATA-INFORMED DECISION MAKING.

(c) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL IDENTIFY AND PURSUE RESEARCH
OPPORTUNITIES TO PROVIDE INFORMATION TO SUPPORT NEW MEASURES FOR
IMPROVING THE SYSTEM OF EARLY CHILDHOOD AND FAMILY SUPPORT
PROGRAMS AND SERVICES IN THE STATE AND TO UNDERSTAND THE CAUSAL
EFFECTS OF EARLY CHILDHOOD AND FAMILY SUPPORT PROGRAMS AND
SERVICES THAT ARE PROVIDED.

(4) THE DEPARTMENT, THROUGH THE DEPARTMENT WEBSITE, SHALL
REGULARLY INFORM MEMBERS OF THE EARLY CHILDHOOD COMMUNITY AND
OTHER MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC OF PROGRESS MADE IN IMPROVING THE
DELIVERY, QUALITY, ACCESS, AVAILABILITY, AND CAPACITY OF EARLY
CHILDHOOD PROGRAMS AND SERVICES. SPECIFICALLY, THE DEPARTMENT
SHALL PROVIDE INFORMATION CONCERNING THE ACHIEVEMENT OF
BENCHMARKS IN SUCH AREAS AS INCREASING THE NUMBER OF CHILDREN
RECEIVING EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMS AND SERVICES, IMPROVING
PRESCHOOL CLASSROOM QUALITY, MEETING PROGRAM QUALITY STANDARDS,
AND IMPROVING SCHOOL READINESS, AND SHALL PROVIDE INFORMATION
CONCERNING THE RESULTS OF PRESCHOOL PROGRAM EVALUATIONS
COMPLETED PURSUANT TO SECTION 26.5-4-207.

26.5-1-112. Transition review - program review - report - repeal.
(1) (a) THEDEPARTMENT SHALL ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH A PUBLIC
OR PRIVATE ENTITY TO ACT AS AN INDEPENDENT EVALUATOR OF THE
DEPARTMENT'S PERFORMANCE IN EXECUTING THE FUNCTIONS IDENTIFIED IN
SECTION 26.5-1-109 AND IN OPERATING PROGRAMS AND PROVIDING
SERVICES ASSOCIATED WITH THOSE FUNCTIONS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THIS
TITLE 26.5. THE INDEPENDENT EVALUATOR SHALL COMPLETE A REVIEW OF
THE OPERATIONS OF THE DEPARTMENT AND THE PROGRAMS THAT
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TRANSITION FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES AND THE
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION TO THE DEPARTMENT. AT A MINIMUM, IN
CONDUCTING THE REVIEW, THE INDEPENDENT EVALUATOR SHALL EVALUATE
AND MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS CONCERNING:

(I) WHETHER THE DEPARTMENT OPERATES THE PROGRAMS AND
PROVIDES THE SERVICES EFFICIENTLY AND ENSURES THAT THE PROGRAMS
AND SERVICES ARE:

(A) CHILD, FAMILY, AND COMMUNITY CENTERED AND SERVE THE
WHOLE CHILD AND WHOLE FAMILY;

(B) EQUITY DRIVEN;

(C) FOCUSED ON AND ACCOUNTABLE FOR ACHIEVING IDENTIFIED
OUTCOMES AND MAKING DATA-DRIVEN, OUTCOME-BASED DECISIONS;

(D) MEETING HIGH QUALITY STANDARDS;
(E) SERVING AND SUPPORTING THE EARLY CHILDHOOD WORKFORCE;

(F) SUPPORTING A MIXED DELIVERY SYSTEM OF SCHOOL- AND
COMMUNITY-BASED PRESCHOOL PROGRAMS AND SUPPORTING CHILD CARE
PROVIDERS; AND

(G) COORDINATED WITH OTHER SUPPORTS AND SERVICES FOR
FAMILIES THAT ARE NOT OPERATED BY THE DEPARTMENT, INCLUDING FOOD
ASSISTANCE, CASH ASSISTANCE, AND HEALTH CARE;

(II) THE EFFECTIVENESS AND EFFICIENCY OF THE GOVERNANCE
STRUCTURE AND ORGANIZATION OF THE DEPARTMENT, INCLUDING WHETHER
TO CREATE A TYPE 1 POLICY BOARD WITHIN THE DEPARTMENT TO BE
APPOINTED BY THE GOVERNOR WITH THE CONSENT OF THE SENATE AND
TRANSFER RULE-MAKING AUTHORITY AND OVERSIGHT OF THE DEPARTMENT
FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR TO THE POLICY BOARD;

(III) THE CROSS-AGENCY AGREEMENTS WITH OTHER DEPARTMENTS
THAT OPERATE EARLY CHILDHOOD AND FAMILY SUPPORT PROGRAMS AND
SERVICES AND THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE AGREEMENTS IN SEAMLESSLY
PROVIDING SAID PROGRAMS AND SERVICES;
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(IV) THE IMPACT OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE COLORADO
UNIVERSAL PRESCHOOL PROGRAM PURSUANT TO PART 2 OF ARTICLE 4 OF
THIS TITLE 26.5 ON THE NUMBER OF CHILDREN SERVED BY THE COLORADO
CHILD CARE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM PURSUANT TO PART 1 OF ARTICLE 4 OF
THIS TITLE 26.5. THE INDEPENDENT EVALUATOR SHALL EVALUATE THIS
ISSUE IN CONSULTATION WITH COUNTY DEPARTMENTS, AS DEFINED IN
SECTION 26.5-4-103.

(V) WHETHER THE PROGRAMS THAT THE DEPARTMENT OPERATES
WERE APPROPRIATE FOR TRANSITION OR WOULD BE BETTER OPERATED IN
ANOTHER DEPARTMENT PURSUANT TO A CROSS-AGENCY AGREEMENT.

(b) THE INDEPENDENT EVALUATOR, IN COORDINATION WITH THE
DEPARTMENTS OF EDUCATION, HUMAN SERVICES, PUBLIC HEALTH AND
ENVIRONMENT, AND HEALTH CARE POLICY AND FINANCING, SHALL REVIEW
THE PROGRAMS AND SERVICES PERTAINING TO EARLY CHILDHOOD THAT
WERE NOT TRANSFERRED TO THE DEPARTMENT, INCLUDING THE FEDERAL
LAW AND REGULATIONS PERTAINING TO THOSE PROGRAMS AND SERVICES, TO
DETERMINE WHETHER THE PROGRAMS AND SERVICES SHOULD BE
TRANSFERRED TO AND OPERATED BY THE DEPARTMENT.

(c) NO LATER THAN NOVEMBER 1, 2025, THE INDEPENDENT
EVALUATOR SHALL SUBMIT A REPORT CONCERNING THE REVIEW OF
OPERATIONS PURSUANT TO SUBSECTION (1)(a) OF THIS SECTION AND THE
REVIEW OF THE TRANSFER OF ADDITIONAL PROGRAMS AND SERVICES
PURSUANT TO SUBSECTION (1)(b) OF THIS SECTION TO THE DEPARTMENT; THE
GOVERNOR; THE EARLY CHILDHOOD LEADERSHIP COMMISSION; THE PUBLIC
AND BEHAVIORAL HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE AND THE
EDUCATION COMMITTEE OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, OR ANY
SUCCESSOR COMMITTEES; AND THE HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
COMMITTEE AND THE EDUCATION COMMITTEE OF THE SENATE, OR ANY
SUCCESSOR COMMITTEES.

(d) INCONDUCTING THE REVIEWS AND MAKING RECOMMENDATIONS
PURSUANT TO THIS SUBSECTION (1), THE INDEPENDENT EVALUATOR SHALL
SOLICIT INPUT THROUGH A PROCESS THAT INCLUDES PARTICIPATION BY THE
POPULATIONS SERVED BY THE PROGRAMS; THE PROVIDERS AND MEMBERS OF
THE WORKFORCE WORKING IN THE PROGRAMS; LOCAL COORDINATING
ORGANIZATIONS; STATE, LOCAL, AND TRIBAL AGENCIES INVOLVED IN
IMPLEMENTING THE PROGRAMS; AND ANY OTHER RELEVANT EXPERTS.
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(2) (@) THE DEPARTMENT, IN COLLABORATION WITH THE
DEPARTMENTS OF EDUCATION, HIGHER EDUCATION, HUMAN SERVICES,
PUBLIC HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENT, AND HEALTH CARE POLICY AND
FINANCING SHALL PREPARE AN ANNUAL REPORT CONCERNING THE PROGRESS
MADE AND CHALLENGES ENCOUNTERED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF EARLY
CHILDHOOD IN TRANSITIONING AND IMPLEMENTING PROGRAMS AND
PROVIDING SERVICES AND BY THE DEPARTMENTS AS A GROUP IN
IMPLEMENTING CROSS-AGENCY COLLABORATION RELATED TO, AT A
MINIMUM:

(I) ADMINISTRATION OF PART C OF THE FEDERAL "INDIVIDUALS WITH
DI1SABILITIES EDUCATION ACT", 20 U.S.C. SEC. 1400 ET SEQ., AS AMENDED,
AND COORDINATION WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION OF THE
TRANSITION OF CHILDREN FROM PART C TO PART B AS AGREED TO IN THE
INTERAGENCY OPERATING AGREEMENT DESCRIBED IN SECTION 26.5-3-404
(3) BETWEEN THE DEPARTMENT AND THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION;

(IT) IMPLEMENTATION OF THE MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
DESCRIBED IN SECTION 26.5-4-206 BETWEEN THE DEPARTMENT AND THE
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION CONCERNING ADMINISTRATION OF SPECIAL
EDUCATION SERVICES FOR CHILDREN PRIOR TO KINDERGARTEN,
SPECIFICALLY IMPLEMENTATION OF PART B SECTION 619 AND PART C OF THE
FEDERAL "INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES EDUCATION AcCT", 20 U.S.C.
SEC. 1400 ET SEQ., AS AMENDED;

(II) ADMINISTRATION OF THE CHILD AND ADULT CARE FOOD
PROGRAM IN COLLABORATION WITH PROGRAMS ADMINISTERED BY THE
DEPARTMENT;

(IV) ADMINISTRATION OF THE SUPPLEMENTALNUTRITION PROGRAM
FOR WOMEN, INFANTS, AND CHILDREN IN COLLABORATION WITH PROGRAMS
ADMINISTERED BY THE DEPARTMENT;

(V) OPERATION OF EARLY CHILDHOOD AND FAMILY SUPPORT
PROGRAMS AND SERVICES THAT THE DEPARTMENT ADMINISTERS, INCLUDING
AT A MINIMUM, DATA CONCERNING THE CHILDREN AND FAMILIES SERVED
AND THE USE, AVAILABILITY, AND CAPACITY OF PROGRAMS THROUGHOUT
THE STATE;

(VI) INTERACTION OF EARLY CHILDHOOD CARE, LEARNING, AND
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SUPPORTS WITH THE PUBLIC KINDERGARTEN AND ELEMENTARY EDUCATION
SYSTEM TO ENSURE CHILDREN ENTER KINDERGARTEN READY TO LEARN AND
ARE BEHAVIORALLY AND ACADEMICALLY SUCCESSFUL;

(VII) ALIGNMENT OF THE OPERATION OF EARLY CHILDHOOD
PROGRAMS AND SERVICES WITH THE CHILD WELFARE SYSTEM OPERATED BY
THE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES AND LOCAL AGENCIES; AND

(VIII) THE USE OF PUBLIC FUNDING TO SUPPORT CHILD CARE.

(b) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL SUBMIT THE REPORT PREPARED
PURSUANT TO SUBSECTION (2)(a) OF THIS SECTION AS PART OF THE
PRESENTATION MADE TO A JOINT COMMITTEE OF REFERENCE PURSUANT TO
THE "STATE MEASUREMENT FOR ACCOUNTABLE, RESPONSIVE, AND
TRANSPARENT (SMART) GOVERNMENT ACT", PART 2 OF ARTICLE 7 OF
TITLE 2, IN THE 2023 REGULAR LEGISLATIVE SESSION AND ANNUALLY
THEREAFTER. IN ADDITION, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ANNUALLY SUBMIT THE
REPORT TO THE GOVERNOR; THE EARLY CHILDHOOD LEADERSHIP
COMMISSION; THE PUBLIC AND BEHAVIORAL HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
COMMITTEE AND THE EDUCATION COMMITTEE OF THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES, OR ANY SUCCESSOR COMMITTEES; AND THE HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE AND THE EDUCATION COMMITTEE OF THE
SENATE, OR ANY SUCCESSOR COMMITTEES. NOTWITHSTANDING THE
REQUIREMENT IN SECTION 24-1-136 (11)(a)(I), THE REQUIREMENT TO
SUBMIT THE REPORT DESCRIBED IN THIS SUBSECTION (2) CONTINUES UNTIL
REPEALED PURSUANT TO SUBSECTION (2)(¢) OF THIS SECTION.

(c) THIS SUBSECTION (2) IS REPEALED, EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 1,
2028.

SECTION 3. In Colorado Revised Statutes, add with amended
and relocated provisions, articles 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6 of title 26.5 as follows:

ARTICLE 2
Local Infrastructure -
Early Childhood Programs and Services

PART 1
LOCAL COORDINATING ORGANIZATIONS
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26.5-2-101. Legislative declaration. (1) THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
FINDS AND DECLARES THAT:

(a) LOCAL ENTITIES ARE BEST POSITIONED TO UNDERSTAND THE
VARYING NEEDS FOR EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMS AND SERVICES THAT
ARISE IN THE WIDELY DIVERSE COMMUNITIES THROUGHOUT THE STATE; AND

(b) EACH COMMUNITY REQUIRES LEADERSHIP BY LOCAL ENTITIES
THAT, ALONE OR IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE STATE, CAN COORDINATE THE
RESOURCES AVAILABLE WITHIN THE COMMUNITY WITH STATE RESOURCES TO
PROVIDE THE TYPE AND LEVEL OF EARLY CHILDHOOD AND FAMILY SUPPORT
PROGRAMS AND SERVICES EACH COMMUNITY REQUIRES.

(2) THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY FINDS, THEREFORE, THAT, TO BEST
SERVE THE FAMILIES AND CHILDREN IN ALL COMMUNITIES THROUGHOUT THE
STATE, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL SELECT AND WORK WITH LOCAL
COORDINATING ORGANIZATIONS IN COMMUNITIES THROUGHOUT THE STATE
TO SUPPORT ACCESS TO AND EQUITABLE DELIVERY OF EARLY CHILDHOOD
AND FAMILY SUPPORT PROGRAMS AND SERVICES, IDENTIFY GAPS IN SERVICE,
FOSTER PARTNERSHIPS, CREATE ALIGNMENT AMONG THE PUBLIC AND
PRIVATE PROVIDERS AND AGENCIES WITHIN THE COMMUNITY THAT SERVE
FAMILIES AND CHILDREN, AND ESTABLISH A COMPREHENSIVE, LOCALLY
SUPPORTED PLAN FOR PROVIDING EARLY CHILDHOOD AND FAMILY SUPPORT
PROGRAMS AND SERVICES EQUITABLY WITHIN THE COMMUNITY.

26.5-2-102. Definitions. AS USED IN THIS PART 1, UNLESS THE
CONTEXT OTHERWISE REQUIRES:

(1) "COLORADO UNIVERSAL PRESCHOOL PROGRAM" OR "STATE
PRESCHOOL PROGRAM'" MEANS THE COLORADO UNIVERSAL PRESCHOOL
PROGRAM CREATED IN PART 2 OF ARTICLE 4 OF THIS TITLE 26.5.

(2) "COORDINATOR AGREEMENT" MEANS THE AGREEMENT THAT THE
DEPARTMENT ENTERS INTO WITH A LOCAL COORDINATING ORGANIZATION AS
DESCRIBED IN SECTION 26.5-2-105.

(3) "HEAD START AGENCY" MEANS THE LOCAL PUBLIC OR PRIVATE
NONPROFIT AGENCY DESIGNATED BY THE FEDERAL DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
AND HUMAN SERVICES TO OPERATE A HEAD START PROGRAM UNDER THE
PROVISIONS OF TITLE V OF THE FEDERAL "ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY ACT OF
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1964", AS AMENDED.

(4) "LOCAL AND TRIBAL AGENCIES" MEANS COUNTY DEPARTMENTS
OF HUMAN OR SOCIAL SERVICES AND AGENCIES OF AN INDIAN TRIBE THAT
HAVE RESPONSIBILITY FOR FUNDING FOR EARLY CHILDHOOD AND FAMILY
SUPPORT PROGRAMS AND SERVICES, SCHOOL DISTRICTS, CHARTER SCHOOLS
THAT PARTICIPATE IN THE STATE PRESCHOOL PROGRAM, AND HEAD START
AGENCIES.

(5) "LOCAL COORDINATING ORGANIZATION" MEANS AN ENTITY
SELECTED BY THE DEPARTMENT PURSUANT TO SECTION 26.5-2-103 TO
SUPPORT ACCESS TO AND EQUITABLE DELIVERY OF EARLY CHILDHOOD AND
FAMILY SUPPORT PROGRAMS AND SERVICES IN SPECIFIED COMMUNITIES
THROUGHOUT THE STATE.

(6) "MIXED DELIVERY SYSTEM'" HAS THE SAME MEANING AS
PROVIDED IN SECTION 26.5-4-203.

(7) "PRESCHOOL PROVIDER" HAS THE SAME MEANING AS PROVIDED
IN SECTION 26.5-4-203.

(8) "PRESCHOOL SERVICES" MEANS PRESCHOOL SERVICES PROVIDED
THROUGH THE STATE PRESCHOOL PROGRAM IN THE SCHOOL YEAR PRECEDING
KINDERGARTEN ELIGIBILITY TO CHILDREN WHO ARE FOUR OR FIVE YEARS OF
AGE AND PRESCHOOL SERVICES PROVIDED THROUGH THE STATE PRESCHOOL
PROGRAM TO A LIMITED NUMBER OF CHILDREN WHO ARE THREE YEARS OF
AGE OR YOUNGER.

26.5-2-103. Local coordinating organization - applications -
selection - rules. (1) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL SOLICIT APPLICATIONS FROM
LOCAL PUBLIC ENTITIES AND COLORADO-BASED NONPROFIT ORGANIZATIONS
TO SERVE AS LOCAL COORDINATING ORGANIZATIONS IN COMMUNITIES
THROUGHOUT THE STATE. ENTITIES THAT MAY SUBMIT APPLICATIONS
INCLUDE, BUT ARE NOT LIMITED TO, COUNTY OR MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT
AGENCIES, SCHOOL DISTRICTS, BOARDS OF COOPERATIVE SERVICES, EARLY
CHILDHOOD COUNCILS, FAMILY RESOURCE CENTERS, SPECIAL TAXING
DISTRICTS, HEAD START GRANTEES, LOCAL NONPROFIT ORGANIZATIONS,
CHARTER SCHOOL NETWORKS AND COLLABORATIVES, AND OTHER PUBLIC
INSTITUTIONS. ENTITIES MAY APPLY SINGLY OR IN PARTNERSHIP WITH OTHER
ENTITIES WITHIN THE COMMUNITY. THE SOLICITATION AND SELECTION OF

PAGE 26-HOUSE BILL 22-1295



ENTITIES TO SERVE AS LOCAL COORDINATING ORGANIZATIONS ARE NOT
SUBJECT TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE "PROCUREMENT CODE", ARTICLES
101 TO 112 OF TITLE 24.

(2) AN ENTITY THAT SEEKS TO SERVE AS A LOCAL COORDINATING
ORGANIZATION MUST APPLY TO THE DEPARTMENT IN ACCORDANCE WITH
DEPARTMENT RULES, IF ANY, PROCEDURES, AND TIMELINES. AT A MINIMUM,
THE APPLICATION MUST INCLUDE:

(a) THE PROPOSED BOUNDARIES OF THE COMMUNITY WITHIN WHICH
THE APPLICANT WOULD SERVE AS THE LOCAL COORDINATING ORGANIZATION
FOR EARLY CHILDHOOD AND FAMILY SUPPORT PROGRAMS AND SERVICES
PROVIDED TO CHILDREN AND FAMILIES WITHIN THE COMMUNITY. THE
DEPARTMENT MAY REQUIRE, AND SHALL WORK WITH THE APPLICANT TO
ENSURE, THAT THE APPLICANT'S PROPOSED BOUNDARIES ALIGN WITH ONE OR
MORE AREAS THAT THE DEPARTMENT IDENTIFIES AS A COMMUNITY. IN
IDENTIFYING COMMUNITIES AND ESTABLISHING COMMUNITY BOUNDARIES
THROUGHOUT THE STATE, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ENSURE THAT A SCHOOL
DISTRICT IS NOT INCLUDED IN MORE THAN ONE COMMUNITY WITHOUT THE
PRIOR APPROVAL OF THE SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARD OF EDUCATION EXPRESSED
IN AN APPROVED BOARD RESOLUTION.

(b) EVIDENCE THAT THE APPLICANT HAS THE SUPPORT OF THE LOCAL
EARLY CHILDHOOD COMMUNITY IN APPLYING TO SERVE AS THE LOCAL
COORDINATING ORGANIZATION, WHICH MUST INCLUDE THE SUPPORT OF
FAMILIES, PROVIDERS, EARLY CHILDHOOD COUNCILS, LOCAL AND TRIBAL
AGENCIES, SCHOOL DISTRICTS, CHARTER SCHOOLS, AND LOCAL
GOVERNMENTS WITHIN THE COMMUNITY,;

(c) THE APPLICANT'S PLAN TO COORDINATE WITH, AT A MINIMUM,
THE FOLLOWING ENTITIES WITHIN THE PROPOSED COMMUNITY:

(I) ADMINISTRATIVE UNITS, AS DEFINED IN SECTION 22-20-103,
WHICH REMAIN RESPONSIBLE FOR OVERSEEING IMPLEMENTATION OF THE
PART B COMPONENT OF THE FEDERAL "INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES
EDUCATION AcT", 20 U.S.C. SEC. 1400 ET SEQ., AS AMENDED;

(IT) EARLY CHILDHOOD COUNCILS;

(IIT) HEAD START AGENCIES;
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(IV)  FAMILY RESOURCE CENTERS, AS DEFINED IN SECTION
26.5-3-102; AND

(V) COUNTY DEPARTMENTS OF HUMAN AND SOCIAL SERVICES IN
PROVIDING CHILD CARE SERVICES THROUGH THE COLORADO CHILD CARE
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM ESTABLISHED IN PART 1 OF ARTICLE 4 OF THIS TITLE
26.5 AND OTHER FAMILY SUPPORT PROGRAMS AND SERVICES;

(d) THE APPLICANT'S PROPOSED OPERATING MODEL FOR MEETING
THE DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF A LOCAL COORDINATING
ORGANIZATION, INCLUDING, AT A MINIMUM, THE APPLICANT'S PERSONNEL
CAPACITY AND A PROPOSED BUDGET THAT REFLECTS THE ANTICIPATED
OPERATING AND OVERHEAD COSTS AND SOURCES OF FUNDING; AND

(e) IF THE APPLICANT IS A PRESCHOOL PROVIDER, THE APPLICANT'S
PLAN FOR ENSURING THAT SERVING AS THE LOCAL COORDINATING
ORGANIZATION DOES NOT RESULT IN AN UNFAIR ADVANTAGE TO THE
APPLICANT WITH REGARD TO ALLOCATIONS OF PRESCHOOL FUNDING
GENERALLY OR IN COORDINATING WITH THE OTHER PRESCHOOL PROVIDERS
IN THE COMMUNITY TO ENSURE THE AVAILABILITY OF A MIXED DELIVERY
SYSTEM AND THE ALLOCATION OF FUNDING AMONG PRESCHOOL PROVIDERS
BASED ON PARENT CHOICE.

(3) AN APPLICANT MAY INCLUDE IN THE APPLICATION A PROPOSAL
FOR SHARED RESPONSIBILITY WITH THE DEPARTMENT FOR DISTRIBUTING AND
ADMINISTERING PUBLIC FUNDING WITHIN THE COMMUNITY, IN WHICH CASE
THE APPLICANT MUST INCLUDE IN THE APPLICATION THE APPLICANT'S
HISTORY OF AND EXPERIENCE WITH DISTRIBUTING AND ADMINISTERING
PUBLIC FUNDING.

(4) THE DEPARTMENT, IN ACCORDANCE WITH DEPARTMENT RULES,
IF ANY, AND PROCEDURES, SHALL REVIEW EACH APPLICATION RECEIVED
PURSUANT TO THIS SECTION AND SELECT LOCAL COORDINATING
ORGANIZATIONS FOR COMMUNITIES THROUGHOUT THE STATE, ENSURING
THAT, TO THE EXTENT POSSIBLE, EVERY FAMILY IN THE STATE RESIDES
WITHIN A COMMUNITY FOR WHICH A LOCAL COORDINATING ORGANIZATION
IS SELECTED. IN SELECTING LOCAL COORDINATING ORGANIZATIONS FROM
AMONG THE APPLICATIONS RECEIVED, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL, AT A
MINIMUM, EVALUATE:
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(a) THE APPLICANT'S CAPACITY TO SUPPORT FAMILIES IN APPLYING
FOR APPLICABLE EARLY CHILDHOOD AND FAMILY SUPPORT PROGRAMS AND
SERVICES;

(b) THE APPLICANT'S CAPACITY TO EQUITABLY RECRUIT PRESCHOOL
PROVIDERS TO PARTICIPATE IN THE COLORADO UNIVERSAL PRESCHOOL
PROGRAM AND PROVIDE PRESCHOOL SERVICES THROUGH A MIXED DELIVERY
SYSTEM THAT, TO THE FULLEST EXTENT PRACTICABLE, ACCOMMODATES
PARENT CHOICE;

(c) THE DEMONSTRATED LEVEL OF SUPPORT FOR THE APPLICANT
WITHIN THE LOCAL EARLY CHILDHOOD COMMUNITY, THE FEASIBILITY AND
QUALITY OF THE APPLICANT'S PLAN TO COORDINATE WITH OTHER ENTITIES
WITHIN THE PROPOSED COMMUNITY, AND THE APPLICANT'S HISTORY, IF ANY,
OF COORDINATING WITH THOSE ENTITIES; AND

(d) THE QUALITY AND EFFICIENCY OF THE APPLICANT'S PROPOSED
OPERATING MODEL AND THE LIKELIHOOD THAT THE APPLICANT WILL HAVE
THE CAPACITY, EXPERIENCE, AND SUPPORT TO SUCCESSFULLY FULFILL THE
RESPONSIBILITIES AND DUTIES OF A LOCAL COORDINATING ORGANIZATION.

(5) THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR MAY PROMULGATE RULES AND THE
DEPARTMENT SHALL ADOPT PROCEDURES AND TIMELINES AS NECESSARY TO
IMPLEMENT THIS PART 1, INCLUDING ADOPTING A PROCESS FOR RECEIVING
AND REVIEWING APPLICATIONS THAT RESULTS IN THE INITIAL SELECTION OF
LOCAL COORDINATING ORGANIZATIONS AS SOON AS PRACTICABLE AFTER THE
EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS SECTION. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ENTER INTO A
COORDINATOR AGREEMENT WITH EACH LOCAL COORDINATING
ORGANIZATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 26.5-2-105. BEFORE THE
TERMINATION OR CONCLUSION OF A COORDINATOR AGREEMENT, THE
DEPARTMENT SHALL SOLICIT APPLICATIONS FOR A LOCAL COORDINATING
ORGANIZATION FOR THE AFFECTED COMMUNITY PURSUANT TO THIS SECTION
AND MAY RE-SELECT THE SAME ENTITY TO SERVE AS A LOCAL
COORDINATING ORGANIZATION.

26.5-2-104. Local coordinating organization - community plan
- duties. (1) (a) EACHLOCAL COORDINATING ORGANIZATION SHALL ADOPT
A COMMUNITY PLAN THAT FOSTERS EQUITABLE ACCESS FOR FAMILIES TO,
AND ROBUST PARTICIPATION BY PROVIDERS IN, EARLY CHILDHOOD AND
FAMILY SUPPORT PROGRAMS AND SERVICES BY INCREASING ACCESS TO,
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COORDINATING, AND ALLOCATING FUNDING FOR SAID PROGRAMS AND
SERVICES WITHIN THE COMMUNITY. THE COMMUNITY PLAN MUST, AT A
MINIMUM, ADDRESS:

() THE MANNER IN WHICH THE LOCAL COORDINATING
ORGANIZATION WILL ASSIST FAMILIES IN APPLYING FOR EARLY CHILDHOOD
AND FAMILY SUPPORT PROGRAMS AND SERVICES AND IN ENROLLING
CHILDREN WITH EARLY CARE AND EDUCATION PROVIDERS;

(I)  THE MANNER IN WHICH THE LOCAL COORDINATING
ORGANIZATION WILL COORDINATE WITH COUNTY DEPARTMENTS, AS DEFINED
IN SECTION 26.5-4-103, AND TRIBAL AGENCIES:

(A) TOINTEGRATE OUTREACH FOR EARLY CHILDHOOD AND FAMILY
SUPPORT PROGRAMS AND SERVICES WITH OTHER EFFORTS TO PROVIDE
HOLISTIC SERVICES FOR FAMILIES, INCLUDING FOOD, CASH ASSISTANCE, AND
HEALTH CARE; AND

(B) TO FACILITATE ACCESS TO FAMILY SUPPORT PROGRAMS AND
SERVICES IN SUPPORT OF COUNTY CHILD WELFARE SERVICES, INCLUDING
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE FEDERAL "FAMILY FIRST PREVENTION SERVICES
ACT OF 2018", AS DEFINED IN SECTION 26-5-101 (4.5);

(II) THE MANNER IN WHICH THE LOCAL COORDINATING
ORGANIZATION WILL RECRUIT AND WORK WITH PROVIDERS TO ENSURE THAT
FAMILIES' NEEDS FOR SCHOOL- AND COMMUNITY-BASED PRESCHOOL
PROVIDERS, CHILD CARE, AND OTHER EARLY CHILDHOOD SERVICES WITHIN
THE COMMUNITY ARE MET TO THE FULLEST EXTENT POSSIBLE;

(IV) THE METHOD BY WHICH THE LOCAL COORDINATING
ORGANIZATION WILL ENSURE THAT A MIXED DELIVERY SYSTEM OF SCHOOL-
AND COMMUNITY-BASED PRESCHOOL PROVIDERS, BASED ON PARENTAL
CHOICE, IS AVAILABLE WITHIN THE COMMUNITY, INCLUDING IDENTIFYING
THE EXISTING SCHOOL- AND COMMUNITY-BASED PRESCHOOL PROVIDERS IN
THE COMMUNITY AND ESTABLISHING GOALS AND BENCHMARKS FOR
INCREASING THE AVAILABILITY OF PRESCHOOL PROVIDERS AS NECESSARY TO
BE RESPONSIVE TO FAMILY PREFERENCES;

(V) A PLAN FOR WORKING WITH EARLY CARE AND EDUCATION
PROVIDERS TO INCREASE RECRUITMENT AND RETENTION OF INDIVIDUALS IN
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THE EARLY CARE AND EDUCATION WORKFORCE AND TO INCREASE
COMPENSATION FOR THOSE INDIVIDUALS, WITH THE GOAL OF PROVIDING A
LIVING WAGE;

(VD) A PLAN FOR COORDINATING THE SCHOOL- AND
COMMUNITY-BASED PRESCHOOL PROVIDERS THAT ARE AVAILABLE WITHIN
THE COMMUNITY WITH THE OTHER AVAILABLE EARLY CHILDHOOD AND
FAMILY SUPPORT PROGRAMS AND SERVICES FOR CHILDREN WHO ENROLL IN
THE PRESCHOOL PROVIDERS AND THEIR FAMILIES;

(VII) A PLAN FOR COLLABORATING WITH OTHER LOCAL
COORDINATING ORGANIZATIONS TO PROVIDE FAMILIES ACCESS TO EARLY
CHILDHOOD AND FAMILY SUPPORT PROGRAMS AND SERVICES DELIVERED BY
PROVIDERS IN OTHER COMMUNITIES;

(VIII) A PLAN FOR THE ALLOCATION OF FUNDING AMONG SCHOOL-
AND COMMUNITY-BASED PRESCHOOL PROVIDERS AND OTHER EARLY CARE
AND EDUCATION PROVIDERS IN THE COMMUNITY, WITH THE GOAL OF
MAXIMIZING THE USE OF FUNDING TO MEET COMMUNITY NEEDS, INCLUDING
THE NEED FOR FULL-DAY SERVICES;

(IX) IF THE LOCAL COORDINATING ORGANIZATION SHARES
RESPONSIBILITY WITH THE STATE FOR DISTRIBUTING PUBLIC FUNDING, THE
MANNER IN WHICH IT WILL, IN COORDINATION WITH LOCAL AND TRIBAL
AGENCIES, ENSURE THAT, TO THE EXTENT POSSIBLE, THE PUBLIC FUNDING
AVAILABLE TO FAMILIES IS COMBINED AND COORDINATED TO SEAMLESSLY
PROVIDE EARLY CHILDHOOD AND FAMILY SUPPORT PROGRAMS AND
SERVICES;

(X) THE LOCAL COORDINATING ORGANIZATION'S PLAN AND
STRATEGIES FOR IDENTIFYING, SOLICITING, AND SECURING, AS FEASIBLE,
ADDITIONAL LOCAL RESOURCES AND FUNDING TO SUPPORT EARLY
CHILDHOOD AND FAMILY SUPPORT PROGRAMS AND SERVICES IN THE
COMMUNITY; AND

(XI) THE MANNER IN WHICH THE LOCAL COORDINATING
ORGANIZATION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH DEPARTMENT REQUIREMENTS, WILL
ENSURE TRANSPARENCY WITHIN THE COMMUNITY CONCERNING THE AMOUNT
OF MONEY AVAILABLE FOR AND USED TO SUPPORT EARLY CHILDHOOD AND
FAMILY SUPPORT PROGRAMS AND SERVICES FROM ALL SOURCES, INCLUDING
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LOCAL PROPERTY TAX AND SALES TAX AND THE MAINTENANCE OF EFFORT
FOR CHILD CARE ASSISTANCE PROVIDED BY COUNTY DEPARTMENTS OF
HUMAN AND SOCIAL SERVICES WITHIN THE COMMUNITY.

(b) NOTWITHSTANDING SUBSECTION (1)(a) OF THIS SECTION, THE
INITIAL COMMUNITY PLAN THAT A LOCAL COORDINATING ORGANIZATION
CREATES MAY BE LIMITED TO ADDRESSING PARTICIPATION IN THE COLORADO
UNIVERSAL PRESCHOOL PROGRAM AND THE NEEDS FOR, ACCESS TO, AND
ALLOCATION OF FUNDING FOR SCHOOL- AND COMMUNITY-BASED PRESCHOOL
PROVIDERS. WITH SUBSEQUENT REVISIONS OF THE PLAN, THE LOCAL
COORDINATING ORGANIZATION SHALL ADDRESS THE PROVISION AND
COORDINATION OF ADDITIONAL EARLY CHILDHOOD AND FAMILY SUPPORT
PROGRAMS AND SERVICES IN THE COMMUNITY AS PROVIDED IN SUBSECTION
(1)(a) OF THIS SECTION IN COLLABORATION WITH LOCAL AND TRIBAL
AGENCIES.

(¢) EACHLOCAL COORDINATING ORGANIZATION SHALL SUBMIT THE
INITIAL COMMUNITY PLAN TO THE DEPARTMENT PURSUANT TO DEPARTMENT
RULES, IF ANY, PROCEDURES, AND TIMELINES. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL
REVIEW THE COMMUNITY PLAN AND MAY REQUIRE CHANGES BEFORE
APPROVING THE COMMUNITY PLAN AS PROVIDED IN SECTION 26.5-2-105.

(d) EACHLOCAL COORDINATING ORGANIZATION SHALL REGULARLY
REVIEW AND REVISE THE COMMUNITY PLAN TO ENSURE THE PLAN CONTINUES
TO ACCURATELY REFLECT THE EARLY CHILDHOOD AND FAMILY SUPPORT
PROGRAMS AND SERVICES WITHIN THE COMMUNITY AND IS RELEVANT AND
EFFECTIVE IN MEETING FAMILIES' NEEDS FOR EARLY CHILDHOOD AND FAMILY
SUPPORT PROGRAMS AND SERVICES. IN CREATING, REVIEWING, AND REVISING
THE COMMUNITY PLAN, THE LOCAL COORDINATING ORGANIZATION SHALL
SOLICIT AND TAKE INTO ACCOUNT INPUT FROM FAMILIES, PROVIDERS,
MEMBERS OF THE EARLY CHILDHOOD AND FAMILY SUPPORT WORKFORCE,
LOCAL EARLY CHILDHOOD COUNCILS, LOCAL AND TRIBAL AGENCIES, LOCAL
GOVERNMENTS, AND THE BUSINESS COMMUNITY WITHIN THE COMMUNITY.
THE LOCAL COORDINATING ORGANIZATION SHALL RESUBMIT THE
COMMUNITY PLAN TO THE DEPARTMENT FOLLOWING EACH REVIEW.
REVISIONS TO THE COMMUNITY PLAN ARE SUBJECT TO APPROVAL BY THE
DEPARTMENT AS PROVIDED IN SECTION 26.5-2-105.

(2) EACHLOCAL COORDINATING ORGANIZATION SHALL IMPLEMENT
THE COMMUNITY PLAN AND SHALL:
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(a) COORDINATE THE PROGRAM APPLICATION AND ENROLLMENT
PROCESS FOR EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMS FOR BOTH FAMILIES AND
PROVIDERS AND ACROSS ALL PARTICIPATING ENTITIES WITHIN THE
COMMUNITY TO FACILITATE THE GREATEST PRACTICABLE DEGREE OF FAMILY
ACCESS TO EARLY CHILDHOOD AND FAMILY SUPPORT PROGRAMS;

(b) SUBJECT TO THE AVAILABILITY AND ENROLLMENT CAPACITY OF
PRESCHOOL PROVIDERS IN THE COMMUNITY, PROVIDE UNIVERSAL ACCESS,
IN ALIGNMENT WITH FAMILY CHOICE, TO HIGH-QUALITY SCHOOL- AND
COMMUNITY-BASED PRESCHOOL PROVIDERS WITHIN THE COMMUNITY FOR
CHILDREN IN THE YEAR BEFORE ELIGIBILITY FOR KINDERGARTEN;

(c) MANAGE A MIXED DELIVERY SYSTEM OF PRESCHOOL PROVIDERS;

(d) ALLOCATE, IN COORDINATION WITH LOCAL AND TRIBAL
AGENCIES, WHEN APPLICABLE, LOCAL EARLY CHILDHOOD FUNDING AND
STATE PRESCHOOL PROGRAM FUNDING TO PUBLIC AND PRIVATE PROVIDERS
WITHIN THE COMMUNITY, BASED ON THE COMMUNITY PLAN, AND ENSURE, TO
THE GREATEST EXTENT POSSIBLE, THAT CHILDREN WHO, PURSUANT TO
DEPARTMENT RULES ADOPTED IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 26.5-4-204
(4)(a), ARE IN LOW-INCOME FAMILIES AND MEET QUALIFYING FACTORS ARE
PRIORITIZED, AS DIRECTED BY THE DEPARTMENT, TO RECEIVE EARLY
CHILDHOOD AND FAMILY SUPPORT PROGRAMS AND SERVICES;

(€) SUPPORT AND ENSURE THE AVAILABILITY OF HIGH-QUALITY
EARLY CHILDHOOD CARE AND EDUCATION FOR ALL CHILDREN, INCLUDING
SUPPORTING ACCESS TO TRAINING AND SUPPORT FOR MEMBERS OF THE
EARLY CHILDHOOD WORKFORCE;

(f) SUPPORT EARLY CHILDHOOD CAREGIVERS WHO ARE EXEMPT FROM
LICENSING PURSUANT TO PART 3 OF ARTICLE 5 OF THIS TITLE 26.5 IN
ACCESSING FAMILY RESOURCES AND RESOURCES RELATED TO HEALTH AND
SAFETY, EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT, AND WORKFORCE
DEVELOPMENT,;

(g) INCREASE OVER TIME THE CAPACITY OF HIGH-QUALITY EARLY
CHILD CARE AND EDUCATION PROGRAMS WITHIN THE COMMUNITY TO
BETTER MEET FAMILY AND COMMUNITY NEEDS;

(h) SUPPORT PUBLIC AND PRIVATE PROVIDERS IN RECRUITING,
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DEVELOPING, AND RETAINING WITHIN THE COMMUNITY A QUALITY EARLY
CHILDHOOD WORKFORCE THAT IS CULTURALLY AND LINGUISTICALLY
RELEVANT TO THE COMMUNITY,

(1) WORK WITH PROVIDERS IN THE COMMUNITY TO ENSURE THE
COLLECTION AND REPORTING TO THE DEPARTMENT OF KEY SYSTEMS LEVEL
DATA, AS REQUIRED BY DEPARTMENT RULES, IN A MANNER THAT MINIMIZES
DUPLICATION AND THE BURDEN ON FAMILIES AND PROVIDERS AND ENSURES
COMPLIANCE WITH ALL APPLICABLE PRIVACY PROTECTIONS;

(j) WORK IN COORDINATION WITH LOCAL COUNTY DEPARTMENTS, AS
DEFINED IN SECTION 26.5-4-103, AND TRIBAL AGENCIES AND LOCAL
COMMUNITY-BASED ORGANIZATIONS TO INTEGRATE OUTREACH FOR EARLY
CHILDHOOD AND FAMILY SUPPORT PROGRAMS AND SERVICES WITH OTHER
EFFORTS TO PROVIDE HOLISTIC SERVICES FOR FAMILIES, INCLUDING FOOD,
CASH ASSISTANCE, AND HEALTH CARE;

(k) CoMPLY WITH DEPARTMENT RULES, IF ANY, IN IMPLEMENTING
THE COMMUNITY PLAN AND THE DUTIES DESCRIBED IN THIS SECTION;

(I) COMPLY WITH ANY STATUTORY AUDITING REQUIREMENTS THAT
APPLY TO THE LOCAL COORDINATING ORGANIZATION OR, IF THE LOCAL
COORDINATING ORGANIZATIONISNOT OTHERWISE REQUIRED BY STATUTE TO
UNDERGO AN ANNUAL FINANCIAL AUDIT, CONTRACT FOR THE PERFORMANCE
OF AN ANNUAL FINANCIAL AUDIT OF THE OPERATIONS OF THE LOCAL
COORDINATING ORGANIZATION BY AN INDEPENDENT AUDITOR; AND

(m) COMPLY WITH ANY OTHER PROVISIONS INCLUDED IN THE
COORDINATOR AGREEMENT ENTERED INTO BETWEEN THE LOCAL
COORDINATING ORGANIZATION AND THE DEPARTMENT PURSUANT TO
SECTION 26.5-2-105 (1)(b).

(3) EACH LOCAL COORDINATING ORGANIZATION SHALL WORK WITH
ENTITIES WITHIN THE COMMUNITY, INCLUDING, AT A MINIMUM, THE ENTITIES
SPECIFIED IN SECTION 26.5-2-103 (2)(c), TO IMPLEMENT THE COMMUNITY
PLAN, WHICH MAY INCLUDE SUBCONTRACTING OR PARTNERING WITH OR
OTHERWISE DELEGATING RESPONSIBILITY TO ONE OR MORE PUBLIC OR
PRIVATE ENTITIES. THE LOCAL COORDINATING ORGANIZATION REMAINS
RESPONSIBLE TO THE DEPARTMENT FOR IMPLEMENTING THE COMMUNITY
PLAN, MEETING THE GOALS SPECIFIED IN THE COMMUNITY PLAN AND THE
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COORDINATOR AGREEMENT, AND MEETING ANY ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS
IMPOSED BY THIS PART 1, BY PART 2 OF ARTICLE 4 OF THIS TITLE 26.5
CONCERNING THE COLORADO UNIVERSAL PRESCHOOL PROGRAM, BY
DEPARTMENT RULE, OR BY THE COORDINATOR AGREEMENT.

26.5-2-105. Department duties - coordinator agreements -
review. (1) TO SUPPORT AND PROVIDE OVERSIGHT FOR THE STATEWIDE
SYSTEM OF LOCAL COORDINATING ORGANIZATIONS, THE DEPARTMENT
SHALL:

(@)  SELECT ENTITIES TO SERVE AS LOCAL COORDINATING
ORGANIZATIONS INCOMMUNITIES THROUGHOUT THE STATE AS PROVIDED IN
SECTION 26.5-2-103;

(b) ENTER INTO A COORDINATOR AGREEMENT WITH EACH LOCAL
COORDINATING ORGANIZATION THAT IS PARTIALLY BASED ON THE
COMMUNITY PLAN AND THAT SPECIFIES THE RESPECTIVE DUTIES OF THE
LOCAL COORDINATING ORGANIZATION AND THE DEPARTMENT IN
IMPLEMENTING THE COMMUNITY PLAN AND IN MEETING THE REQUIREMENTS
SPECIFIED IN THIS PART 1, IN PART 2 OF ARTICLE 4 OF THIS TITLE 26.5
CONCERNING THE COLORADO UNIVERSAL PRESCHOOL PROGRAM, AND IN
DEPARTMENT RULE. THE COORDINATOR AGREEMENTS ARE NOT SUBJECT TO
THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE "PROCUREMENT CODE", ARTICLES 101 TO 112
OF TITLE 24. THE TERM OF THE INITIAL COORDINATOR AGREEMENT FOR A
LOCAL COORDINATING ORGANIZATION IS THREE YEARS, AND SUBSEQUENT
COORDINATOR AGREEMENTS MUST HAVE TERMS OF AT LEAST THREE BUT
NOT MORE THAN FIVE YEARS, AS DETERMINED BY THE DEPARTMENT. THE
COORDINATOR AGREEMENT, AT A MINIMUM, MUST INCLUDE:

(I) EXPECTATIONS, TARGETS, AND BENCHMARKS, IN ALIGNMENT
WITH STATEWIDE GOALS FOR THE PROVISION OF EARLY CHILDHOOD AND
FAMILY SUPPORT PROGRAMS AND SERVICES IN COLORADO, THAT THE LOCAL
COORDINATING ORGANIZATION IS EXPECTED TOMEET IN IMPLEMENTING THE
COMMUNITY PLAN AND HOW THE DEPARTMENT AND THE LOCAL
COORDINATING ORGANIZATION WILL MEASURE SUCCESS IN MEETING THE
EXPECTATIONS, TARGETS, AND BENCHMARKS;

(I) IF THE LOCAL COORDINATING ORGANIZATION IS A PRESCHOOL

PROVIDER, EXPECTATIONS THAT THE LOCAL COORDINATING ORGANIZATION
MUST MEET IN ENSURING THE AVAILABILITY OF A MIXED DELIVERY SYSTEM
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WITHIN THE COMMUNITY THAT SUPPORTS EQUITABLE PARENT CHOICE AND
IN ENSURING THAT THE ORGANIZATION IS NOT UNFAIRLY ADVANTAGED IN
ALLOCATING FUNDING AMONG PRESCHOOL PROVIDERS BASED ON PARENT
CHOICE;

(ITT) EXPECTATIONS THAT THE LOCAL COORDINATING ORGANIZATION
MUST MEET WITH REGARD TO COORDINATING WITH ENTITIES WITHIN THE
COMMUNITY, INCLUDING THE ENTITIES SPECIFIED IN SECTION 26.5-2-103

(2)(c);

(IV) THE AMOUNT OF ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS THAT THE LOCAL
COORDINATING ORGANIZATION RECEIVES FROM THE DEPARTMENT AND
OTHER IDENTIFIED SOURCES DURING THE TERM OF THE COORDINATOR
AGREEMENT; AND

(V) THE MANNER IN WHICH THE LOCAL COORDINATING
ORGANIZATION WILL PROVIDE ACCOUNTABILITY AND TRANSPARENCY
CONCERNING THE AMOUNT AND PAYMENT OF ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES
AND, IF THE LOCAL COORDINATING ORGANIZATION IS DISTRIBUTING OR
ADMINISTERING PUBLIC MONEY, THE DISTRIBUTION AND USE OF THE PUBLIC
MONEY.

(c) REVIEW AND APPROVE THE COMMUNITY PLAN CREATED BY EACH
LOCAL COORDINATING ORGANIZATION, INCLUDING REVISIONS OF THE
COMMUNITY PLAN, AS PROVIDED IN SECTION 26.5-2-104 (1). BEFORE
APPROVING A COMMUNITY PLAN, THE DEPARTMENT MAY RETURN THE PLAN
TO THE LOCAL COORDINATING ORGANIZATION WITH CHANGES TO ENSURE
THE COMMUNITY PLAN IS FEASIBLE, MEETS THE REQUIREMENTS SPECIFIED IN
SECTION 26.5-2-104 (1), AND IS ALIGNED WITH THE STATEWIDE GOALS FOR
THE PROVISION OF EARLY CHILDHOOD AND FAMILY SUPPORT PROGRAMS AND
SERVICES IN COLORADO.

(d) DISTRIBUTE AND ADMINISTER PUBLIC FUNDING FOR EARLY
CHILDHOOD AND FAMILY SUPPORT PROGRAMS AND SERVICES IN
ACCORDANCE WITH COMMUNITY PLANS AND IN COORDINATION WITHLOCAL
AND TRIBAL AGENCIES, WHEN APPLICABLE; EXCEPT THAT THE DEPARTMENT
MAY DELEGATE ALL OR A PORTION OF THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR
DISTRIBUTING AND ADMINISTERING PUBLIC FUNDING TO A LOCAL
COORDINATING ORGANIZATION THROUGH THE ORGANIZATION'S
COORDINATOR AGREEMENT;,
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(¢) SUPPORT LOCAL COORDINATING ORGANIZATIONS BY PROVIDING
FUNDING, TRAINING AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE, WHICH MAY BE PROVIDED
ONLINE, AND, UPON REQUEST, COLLABORATIVE SUPPORT AND ASSISTANCE
IN IMPLEMENTING THE COMMUNITY PLANS. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL
PRIORITIZE COMMUNITIES, INCLUDING RURAL COMMUNITIES, THAT LACK
FUNDING AND CAPACITY TO RECEIVE THE FUNDING AND SUPPORTS
DESCRIBED IN THIS SUBSECTION (1)(e).

(f) REVIEW THE OPERATIONS OF EACH LOCAL COORDINATING
ORGANIZATION, INCLUDING THE LOCAL COORDINATING ORGANIZATION'S
COMPLIANCE WITH THE COORDINATOR AGREEMENT AND IMPLEMENTATION
OF THE COMMUNITY PLAN, AS PROVIDED IN SUBSECTION (3) OF THIS SECTION;
AND

(g2) IDENTIFY SUCCESSFUL STRATEGIES AND INNOVATIONS
IMPLEMENTED BY LOCAL COORDINATING ORGANIZATIONS THROUGHOUT THE
STATE AND PROVIDE INFORMATION, INCLUDING BY POSTING INFORMATION
ON THE DEPARTMENT WEBSITE, TO ASSIST LOCAL COORDINATING
ORGANIZATIONS IN REPLICATING AND ADAPTING THE STRATEGIES AND
INNOVATIONS IN THEIR COMMUNITIES.

(2) NOTWITHSTANDING THE REQUIREMENTS IMPOSED ON LOCAL
COORDINATING ORGANIZATIONS PURSUANT TO SECTION 26.5-2-104 (2), IF
NECESSARY TO ENABLE AN ORGANIZATION TO DEVELOP ITS CAPACITY TO
SERVE AS A LOCAL COORDINATING ORGANIZATION, THE DEPARTMENT MAY
SPECIFY IN THE ORGANIZATION'S COORDINATOR AGREEMENT THE DEGREE TO
WHICH THE ORGANIZATION MUST MEET THE REQUIREMENTS SPECIFIED IN
SECTION 26.5-2-104 (2), WITH THE EXPECTATION THAT THE ORGANIZATION
MUST FULLY MEET THE REQUIREMENTS WITHIN A REASONABLE TIME, AS
DE