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BILL TOPIC: EXTEND HOME CARE ALLOWANCE GRANT PROGRAM

Fiscal Impact Summary FY 2017-2018 FY 2018-2019

State Revenue

State Expenditures $695,107 $695,107
General Fund 695,107 695,107

Appropriation Required:  $695,107 - Department of Human Services (FY 2017-18).

Future Year Impacts: Ongoing state expenditure increase.

Note: The fiscal note has been revised to reflect updated information on program staffing
included in the FY 2017-18 Long Bill.

Summary of Legislation

The reengrossed bill continues the Home Care Assistance (HCA) Grant Program, which
is set to repeal on July 1, 2017, under current law.  The bill extends the program for an indefinite
period of time until the state has established a consumer-directed support service delivery option
for providing homemaker, personal care, and medical support services for individuals who are
receiving home- and community-based services (HCBS) on the Supported Living Services (SLS)
waiver program under Medicaid.  The executive directors of the Department of Human Services
(DHS) and the Department of Health Care Policy and Financing (HCPF) must notify the Revisor
of Statutes once such a consumer-direct option is available, and the HCA Grant Program is
repealed on the date identified in the notice or upon receipt of the notice if no other date is
specified.

Background

House Bill 12-1177 created the HCA Grant Program in the DHS.  The grant program assists
certain people who previously were receiving both regular HCA assistance and HCBS under certain
Medicaid waivers, but who dropped HCA assistance when required to choose between the
two programs as a result of House Bill 10-1146, which prohibited simultaneous enrollment in both
HCA and HCBS.  Funding for the grant program was carved out from the regular HCA program,
and unspent funds allocated to the HCA grant program may be used to increase awards under the
regular HCA program.



Page 2 HB17-1045
April 7, 2017

Eligibility.  To receive HCA assistance under the grant program, a person must:

• have been receiving HCA assistance at any time between September 1, 2011, and
December 31, 2011;

• no longer be eligible for HCA assistance because the person is receiving services
through either the SLS or the Children's Extensive Service (CES) HCBS waiver
programs;

• have been within $1,000 of the maximum benefit allowable under the HCBS waiver
program at any time between September 1, 2011, and December 31, 2011;

• meet any other eligibility requirement established by the DHS; and
• submit an application to the DHS.

Caseload and expenditures.  Initially, caseload for the grant program was 227 individuals
in FY 2011-12.  It has decreased to 117 as of FY 2016-17 through attrition as clients found other
programs to meet their home care needs or otherwise became ineligible.  For FY 2016-17, the HCA
Grant Program is appropriated $750,000 for its direct costs and is expected to have expenditures
of $587,635.  The DHS is also appropriated $38,277 for single entry point expenses associated
with the HCA Grant Program.  Appropriations for the HCA Grant Program have not been included
in the DHS budget request for FY 2017-18. 

Federal maintenance of effort.  The HCA Grant Program is one of six programs that
contribute toward meeting the state's maintenance of effort requirements for the federal Social
Security Administration.  The state has only meet this maintenance of effort requirement once in
the last 10 years and potentially may face sanctions from the federal government due to this
shortfall at some point in the future.  If this program expires, the maintenance of effort would need
to be met through the remaining programs.

Assumptions

The fiscal note assumes that HCA grant expenditures in the DHS will continue in line with
current expenditures, with about 115 clients receiving HCA grant assistance in FY 2017-18 and
FY 2018-19.  Caseload may slowly decrease over time as people leave the program through
attrition.  The average benefit under the program expected to be about $4,700 per year. 
Additionally, given that funds may move between the HCA Grant Program and the regular HCA
Program, the fiscal note assumes that total appropriations will remain in line with FY 2016-17
appropriation levels in order to support both programs' populations.

State Expenditures

Based on the assumptions above, the DHS will have General Fund expenditures of
$695,107 in FY 2017-18 and $695,107 in FY 2018-19 under the bill.  It is not known when a
consumer-directed service option will be available and cause the HCA Grant Program to repeal,
and program costs are assumed to extend indefinitely under the bill. 

HCA grants.  The DHS will spend up to $695,107 per year on HCA grants to eligible clients,
as well as on regular HCA assistance with money remaining after HCA grant obligations are
fulfilled.  Based on the projected caseload and grant amounts, about $540,500 per year will be
spent on HCA grants to eligible clients, and up to $154,607 will be available for regular HCA
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assistance.  Given the eligibility requirements for the program, the population served cannot
increase and is expected to slowly decline over time if the program is extended.  As expenditures
for HCA grants diminish over time, it is assumed that remaining funding will be continue to shift
toward the regular HCA program.

Program administration.  The DHS currently has staff for home care assistance
administration and contracted single entry point agencies provide case management, care
planning, and make referrals to Medicaid waiver clients, which includes persons  in the HCA Grant
Program.  Funding for home care assistance administration and the single entry point agencies is
included in the FY 2017-18 Long Bill, so no appropriation for administrative costs is required if the
HCA Grant Program is continued by the bill.

Community-directed service option.  Under the bill, the HCA Grant Program is repealed
once a consumer-directed support service delivery option is available to clients.  It is assumed that
any costs associated with establishing such a service option will be addressed through the annual
budget process or future legislation.

Effective Date

The bill takes effect upon signature of the Governor, or upon becoming law without his
signature.

State Appropriations

For FY 2017-18, the bill requires and includes a General Fund appropriation of $695,107
to the Department of Human Services.

State and Local Government Contacts

Counties Health Care Policy and Financing
Human Services Information Technology
Legislative Legal Services

Research Note Available

An LCS Research Note for HB17-1045 is available online and through the iLegislate app. 
Research notes provide additional policy and background information about the bill and summarize
action taken by the General Assembly concerning the bill.

The revenue and expenditure impacts in this fiscal note represent changes from current law under the bill for each
fiscal year.  For additional information about fiscal notes, please visit:  www.leg.colorado.gov/fiscalnotes/


