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2021 has finally arrived!  I would imagine most of  you are anxious for a refresh.  I 

know I am!  In the 2020 year of  COVID, we, as a society had much to learn.  I am 

hoping in 2021 we can use this newfound knowledge to put COVID on the ropes.  

My prayer is that COVID is not as wily as we are, and we can truly begin to return 

to life that resembles something we once knew.   

 

As your church begins 2021, we do hope to be able to return to worship in the 

sanctuary.  We are planning this for January 3.  However, please remember we are 

not “out of  the woods” as far as COVID is concerned.  We will continue to  

require masks for church attendance, and we will still need to social distance.  We 

will not be passing the peace, and we still won’t be able to have congregational 

singing.  On a more positive note, we will be able to worship together! 

 

However, please don’t forget that worship online will still be available.  If  you are 

not comfortable being in a gathering of  people, please join us for online worship 

every Sunday morning on Facebook.  Also, if  you see Pastor Julia around, please 

thank her for all of  her hard work this past December.  She prepared hours and 

hours of  video for us.  She continually prayed over Big Timber Lutheran Church 

asking for guidance as she tried to bring meaningful worship experiences to all ages 

in a safe and healthy manner. She also continued to prepare for Bible studies, made 

phone calls, distributed communion to those who asked, and did about a million 

other things.  Every time I talked to her, she was going 100 miles an hour.  As a 

church we owe her a considerable debt of  gratitude. 

 

Happy New Year!  Welcome 2021!  I look forward to seeing everyone again as 

soon as possible! 

 

Love you all! 

Barb Terland 
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Dear Friends in Christ-  
But according to his promise we are 
waiting for a new heaven and a new earth, where righteousness is at home. – 2 Peter 3:13 
Many of my pastor friends are reflecting on their end of year reports and their January newsletters 
as historical documents, which will tell a story of an unusual year for the church. In our attendance 
records, funeral notes, and communion rosters, we have to explain why and how decisions were 
made. What did church look like in 2020? How did church (in all its forms) ride out a global  
pandemic into 2021, waiting with hope for vaccines and new possibilities?  
On Christmas Eve, someone in our congregation said to me, mostly in jest, that I couldn’t possibly 
need time off because we hadn’t had church in months. Though I know it was mostly an attempt at 
humor, the statement stung me. For all the council, our office administrator, members of the  
congregations, and I have done over the past 9 months, I am aware that many feel that “we haven’t 
had church in months”.  
If our mission is truly to “Glorifying God, Imitating Christ, Sharing His Love”, then we have  
succeeded beyond our wildest dreams. We have offered services that would never have been  
possible before, connecting all kinds of members and encouraging sharing of talents and hope. 
Our weekly Bible study became bi-weekly and has twice as many people. We have specific things, 
beyond Sunday School, for children. We did as much as we could with the youth group, as long as 
it was potentially safe-(ish). We continued to invest in the community, maintain our building, and 
help others. If our mission is merely to have church in the building on Sunday, followed by coffee 
hour, then- yes- we failed at that mission.  
I will never, ever say that the latter, as a significant aspect of Christian life, is unimportant. It is very 
important and often is part of the foundation of our community, but it is not all that defines us.  
I was recently asked to join some members in a local eating establishment. I demurred. It is not  
because I have no interest in joining them. I would love to, but I have not eaten in a restaurant- an-
ywhere- since March. I haven’t had tea in anyone’s house. I haven’t given anyone communion over 
their coffee table. I have sacrificed all these things in the hopes of keeping my family and the  
congregation safe and healthy. This was, indeed, a sacrifice.  
I am not criticizing anyone who chose differently. Indeed, we must all make choices that are the 
best for ourselves and for others. The choices that I have made are shaped by my family’s needs 
and the expectations you have of me as a pastor. In part, you expect me to take care of myself to 
be available to serve- this has meant hard choices, sometimes awful ones. And very many lonely 
choices, for myself, my family,  and our church council.  
Yet, we have not (as yet) had to do any contact tracing to any event in the church. Our difficult 
choices have meant limited exposure through our gathering to glorify God. If that’s not a way to 
show and share God’s love, I’m not sure what is.  
With case numbers dropping in our county, I expect that we will resume worshipping in the  
sanctuary again on 3 January. Holy Communion will be distributed after the service, as in the fall, 
in the parish hall. Coffee hour will remain off the table until we have enough vaccinated people in 
the congregation to merit being in the parish hall without masks.  
I know all of this is difficult, painful, and isolates many in our congregation. It is awful. But it is not 
as awful as the risk of someone in our church family dying from an exposure event at the church.  
If you do not believe this year has been difficult for me or your council, I cannot change your mind. 
If you never joined a Bible study or watched an evening prayer or even called to ask for me to bring 
you communion or to receive it at church, I cannot change your choices.  
But I can do one thing. I will keep putting on foot in front of the other, in response to the Holy Spirit, 
in accordance with my call to be pastor to our church. I will do so in keeping with our mission of 
“Glorifying God, Imitating Christ, Sharing His Love”. Serving God, my family, and God’s people in 
this way will remain my focus and my prayer.  
Whatever 2021 brings, with God’s help, church will continue in some shape, form, or fashion - no 
matter what that looks like.  
With Christ’s love,  Pastor Julia  
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*As long as it is technologically possible, we will continue to stream all services through Face-

book Live 

1)    Enter through the front doors (under the steeple). These two doors are entrance only. 

The ramp door is also available if necessary. 

  

2)    Masks are required in the building. The Council is asking all of us to model Jesus Christ 

by taking this seriously. Please be respectful and gentle around this issue in the church. 

  

3)    Pick up your own bulletin or other material from the table in the foyer. Take a mask if 

you need one. Take other materials (devotionals, magazines, newsletters) as desired. Sign up 

for tasks, if you are willing and able to serve. 

  

4)    There will be a basket just inside the main doors for your offering. Please put it in there 

and know that we are grateful for your generosity. 

  

5)    Please choose a pew. Families and household groups may sit together. We encourage 

spacing of 6 feet where possible between people who do not live or normally socialize to-

gether. Pews can generally hold one family (3+ people), 1 couple and 1 single person (sitting 

apart on the ends), or 3 singles people (spaced out along the pew). 

  

6)    At this time, we are still refraining from congregational singing. We have not omitted all 

the congregation responses from the liturgy, so you may participate in the spoken responses. 

  

7)    When we have communion, Pastor Julia will consecrate the elements at the altar during 

the service. After the blessing and dismissal, she will wash her hands and prepare for distri-

bution at a table in the Parish Hall. You will be dismissed for communion by row, by an usher. 

Carry everything with you when you leave your row. When you have received communion, 

please exit the building from Parish Hall, either down the hall or through the door to the 

steps and the ramp. If you do not wish to receive communion, you may exit through the 

ramp door from the sanctuary when your row is dismissed. 

  

8)    For children: we will have children’s bulletins available. At this time, we do not have any 

crayons, colored pencils, or other similar resources generally available. You can bring some 

from home or we can assign a baggie for your child/children. Children’s sermons will be 

taped separately from the regular service and shared via social media. This may change in 

the future. Your children are still very, very welcome and are encouraged to attend. 
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Big Timber Lutheran Church Council & Committees 
WWW.BIGTIMBERLUTHERANCHURCH.ORG  BTLUTHER@ITSTRIANGLE.COM 

Pastor Julia Seymour pastorjuliaseymour@gmail.com 

Council  

President-Barb Terland  932-5107 the3ts@itstriangle.com 

Vice President-Gemma George 932-5995 georgegem990@gmail.com 

Secretary-Deb Silverstein  932-5072 debbiesilverstein@yahoo.com 

Treasurer - Debbie Buerkle 932-5370  buerkledeb@yahoo.com 

Steve Harvey   932-6241 slharvey@live.com 

Becky Frese     932-6587  frese@itstriangle.com 

Natalie Rosebrock   932-4589 n.rosebrock77@gmail.com 

Ron Riter    932-4785 rjriter@itstriangle.com 

Becky Laverell   932-4476 blaverell@gmail.com 

Jacque Scott    932-6465 jscottinmt@gmail.com 

Youth Members (1yr): Bailey Finn and Kyler Mehus 

Mutual  Ministry Committee 

Debbie Buerkle            Lori Minette 

Natalie Rosebrock       Al Buerkle 

Rich Parker                   Chris Mehus 

Mission Committee 

Pastor Julia-Becky Frese 

Steve Harvey-Lori Minette 

Meggen  & JJillian Whalin 

Melanie & Kailey Forrey 

Mark Rosebrock 

Property Committee 

Ron Riter 

Al Buerkle 

Norm Duncan 

Leonard Walla 

Worship Committee 

Leslie Schiele 

Jim Bratvold 

Debbie Buerkle 

Ron Riter 

Diane Ronneberg 

John Callahan 

Eunice Kirkpatrick  

Please let the church office know of any changes, additions or corrections.   

 2018 2019 2020 

JAN 8,859.25 9,854.00 10,904.80 

FEB 8,360.25 9,034.85 13,973.56 

MARCH 11,809.32 12,831.85 11,071.53 

APRIL 13,146.70 16,911.51 12,905.39 

MAY 9,576.00 8,864.40 18,715.66 

JUN 8,551.00 9,584.85 7,457.93 

JUL 16,100.00 9,457.64 10,779.65 

AUG 11,664.00 8,293.32 7842.99 

SEP 15,523.95 18,272.05 10,918.71 

OCT 12,284.50 10,174.15 8,548.69 

NOV 9,701.00 14,856.40 14,269.22 

DEC 20,858.00 21,541.14  

YTD 146,433.97 149,676.16 127,388.13 

BTLC OFFERINGS 

mailto:pastorjuliaseymour@gmail.com
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BIG TIMBER LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES                  
December 10, 2020                                                            Respectfully Submitted by Deb Silverstein 

Present via Zoom On Line:  Pastor Julia, Debbie Buerkle, Becky Frese, Gemma George,  
Steve Harvey, Becky Laverell, Ron Riter, Barb Terland and Deb Silverstein. 
President Barb Terland called the meeting to order.  Pastor Julia led devotions. 
Examples of fulfilling our Mission: Weekly videos, Thanksgiving video.  Pastor Julia reported that in 
the last 28 days, the Facebook feed reached 2528 people.  2138 people responded to what they saw.  This 
has increased by 29%. Thankful and blessed for all the people who have helped and participated in the  
making of the videos. 
Council Meeting Minutes:  Gemma moved to approve the Minutes from the November 12, 2020  
meeting and Ron seconded the Motion.  The Minutes were approved as written. 
Treasurer’s Report:  Debbie Buerkle reported that the offerings were good in November.  She also 
conveyed that the real estate taxes on the second parsonage have been paid and Thrivent funds are up 
$1000.00 from the last meeting.  Becky Frese moved to accept the Treasurer’s Report for November and 
Steve Harvey seconded the Motion.  The Treasurer’s Report was approved. 
Committee Reports: 
Pastor Julia’s Report:  Pastor Julia reported that she purchased the gift card from Yellowstone Feed 
and gave it to Marc King thanking him for the use of the sound equipment over the summer. 
Pastor Julia informed the Council that she cancelled the subscription to the devotion magazine “Living  
Lutheran”.  Once we are back in the building and anyone enquires about the magazine, we can consider  
re-subscribing.  20 chocolate Advent calendars have been ordered, received and distributed. 
Music & Worship:  Pastor Julia stated that the Music & Worship Committee has met twice since the  
last Council meeting and will meet again early January.  This Sunday, December 13th, worship will be held  
online with the Riters reading scripture and Jim Bratvol singing. On Thursday, December 24th:  The Church  
will be open for communion between 2:00 and 6:00pm.  There will be a live streaming of the Christmas  
worship service at 4:00pm and at 8:00pm there will be a gathering outside to sing Silent Night.  Prior to  
Christmas, a video will be recorded for worship on Sunday, December 27th.  A suggestion was brought to the  
Worship Committee to advertise in The Pioneer.  It was decided to adverise the Christmas Eve events the 2  
weeks prior to Christmas and another ad in January welcoming the community to join us for worship.  Pastor  
Julia will work with Melanie to get the ads written.  Becky Frese asked if confirmation was going to be online  
on December 20th.  As long as the kids are healthy, they will be confirmed in the Sanctuary.  If that doesn’t  
work, confirmation will be postponed until  January. 
Education:  Pastor Julia reported that she received an inquiry from Kyler Mehus regarding resuming  
Youth Group for a Game Night and/or possibly a White Elephant Exchange.  Pastor Julia will talk with Kyler,  
Cody and Chris about doing something outside, perhaps at Big Rock, depending on the weather and then  
Returning inside after the first of the year. 
Mission Committee:  Becky Frese reported that they will meet after the quarter is over. 
Property Committee:  Ron stated that there is nothing to report at this time. 
WELCA:  Pastor Julia said that Jodi Christensen is going to organize a meeting but she has not  
heard anything to date. 
President’s Correspondence:  Barb had nothing to review at this time. 
Old Business: 
Employee Job Descriptions:  The Executive Committee is currently working on updating the job  
descriptions. 
Recruiting Council Members:  At least 3 positions need to be filled.  Potential candidates are Al  
Buerkle, Ken Nelson and Jim Bratvold.  The Council is looking for one more candidate. 
New Business:   
Congregational Meeting:  At the moment the Annual Meeting is scheduled for January 31, 2021 after  
Sunday worship.  There was a discussion about possibly having a Zoom Meeting if the Covid numbers in  
SweetGrass County are over 20.  There was also some discussion on having the meeting in the Sanctuary 
and also providing Zoom for the members who are not comfortable attending Church in the building.  It was 
decided to have the next Council Meeting a week early to make these decisions so as to give the  
Commitees enough time to submit their reports by the 15th of January.   
2021 Budget:  Ron Riter moved to approve the 2021 Proposed Budget and Becky Frese seconded the  
Motion.  The Proposed Budget for 2021 was approved.   
Employee Bonuses:  Via e-mail on Friday, December 11th, a Motion was made by Steve Harvey that BTLC 
give a yearend bonus to the employees, including Debbie Buerkle, of $100 and $500 to Pastor Julia.  Becky 
Frese seconded the Motion.  Motion passed. The next meeting will be Thursday, January 7, 2021 at 6:30pm.  

Debbie Silverstein volunteered to lead devotions.  The meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer. 
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Where does our benevolence go?                                                                                                                               

Benevolence is allocated each quarter to local (50%), national (25%)                                             

and international (25%) causes.                                                                                              

    2020 2nd Quarter Benevolent Giving                                                                                                        

Local                                                                                                                        

$750 Christikon          $750 Flathead Lutheran Bible Camp       $500 Montana Rescue Mission                                 

National                                                                                                                             

$1000 Shriner's Hospital                                                                                                     

International                                                                                                                

$1000 Lutheran Disaster Response                                                                                                                    

The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one who sows  bountifully will 

also reap bountifully. Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under        

The Gospel of Mark  
Via ZOOM 

Resumes January 4th 

Mondays@7:00pm   Thursdays@12:00pm 
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January 2021 

Lay Readers 

Ushers 

Altar Committee 

1/3 Judy Riter 

1/10 

1/17 

1/24 

1/31 

1/3  

1/10 

1/17 

1/24 

1/31 

Jodi Christensen 

Please sign up to help.  

The sign-up sheet is where bulletins are picked up for worship on 

Sunday mornings. 
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CONFIRMATION 

Confirmation Sunday will be celebrated on  

Sunday, January 10th at 9:00am 

 

Christikon Clips 

406 656-1969  ●  christikon@aol.com  ● www.christikon.org  

January, 2021 

Information for our Congregations 
 

Watch this month for Christikon brochures on opportunities for youth. It’s not too early to start think-
ing about this summer. Youth brochures will be mailed to every young person in grades 4-12 in our  

congregations this month. Those brochures will detail some very special deals for registering early for 
camp. We hope to serve even more people from our member congregations in 2021! Early registrations 

have been very strong so get registered earlier than later! 
 

Save the date: Christikon Benefit Auction is scheduled for April 18th.  
 

Too few of our nation’s young people (not to mention adults) have significant outdoor experience.  
Christikon combines spirited outdoor experience with a community experience that helps open people 

to the life of faith. Think about joining the Christikon life this coming summer.  
It can do a world of good… 

 

It is the mission of Christikon to awaken and nurture faith in Christ— 
exploring God’s creation and the adventure of life together. 

CHRISTIKON ●   1108 24th Street West  ●  Billings, MT 59102  
406 656-1969  ●  secretary@christikon.org ● director@christikon.org ● www.christikon.org  

YOUTH GROUP 

Stay tuned for updates 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Stay tuned for updates 

mailto:secretary@christikon.org
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 Happy 

New Year 

2 

3 

9:00am 

Worship and 

streamed 

via Facebook 

Live  

4 

7:00pm 

ZOOM 

Bible 

Study 

5 6 7 

12:00pm 

ZOOM 

Bible Study 

6:30pm 

BTLC Council 

Meeting 

8 9 

10 

Confirmation 

Sunday  

9:00am 

Worship, and 

streamed 

via Facebook 

Live  

11 

7:00pm 

ZOOM 

Bible 

Study 

12 13 14 

12:00pm 

ZOOM 

Bible 

Study 

15 16 

17 

9:00am 

Worship and 

streamed 

via Facebook 

Live  

18 

7:00pm 

ZOOM 

Bible 

Study 

19 20 21 

12:00pm 

ZOOM 

Bible 

Study 

22 23 

24 

9:00am 

Worship and 

streamed 

via Facebook 

Live  

25 

7:00pm 

ZOOM 

Bible 

Study 

26 27 28 

12:00pm 

ZOOM 

Bible 

Study 

29 30 

31 Annual 

Meeting TBD 

9:00am 

Worship and 

streamed via 

Facebook 

Live  
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Please Keep in Your Thoughts & Prayers  

Ellen Arlian, Alice Bassett, Joe Beley, 
Diane Berg, Sandy Berg (Sister of  
Mabel Halverson), Greg Black & Gwen 
Black (Curran Johnson’s father & 
mother-in-law), Ken Bondy (Deanna 
Novotny’s brother), John Callahan,  
Libby Cameron, Linda Cowger (Ethel 
Lukenbill’s Daughter), Lillian Duncan, 

Angie Durfee, Mary Elgen, Joyce Fotland, Hilda Fredericks, 
Selma Gibby, Bobbie Gilbert, Aileen Green (John & Sandi 
Callahan’s Daughter), Shirley Halverson, Pat Hansen, Steve 
Harvey, Jan Hauge, Raymond Hernandez (son-in-law of 
Audrene Kunda), Rick Jarrett, Kennedy Grace Johnson 
(Kallie Chittennam’s daughter) , Scot Johnson, Darren & 
Carolyn Johnson, Kris Johnson (Deanna Novotny’s  
nephew), Jim Kjarmo, Toralf Kjarmo, Diane Lohrer, Connie 
Lowe, Ethel Lukenbill, Tylee McDonald (13 yr old great 
niece of Fran Elgen), Addison McManus, Julie Morton 
(Barb Terland’s sister), Carol O’Dell, Dave Otteson, Sig 
Preston (sister of Hilda Fredericks), Andrea Rostad, Carole 
Roth, Beth Schaible, Monte Streeter, Mark Taylor 
 

Military Service:  Sean Callahan, Wyatt LaVoy (Lakenheath 

Airforce Base, England) 
 

USA- Justin Arnold, Terry Roth (Colorado), Michael  

Stefanovic (Arkansas), Trevor “Kipp” Kiper (Mississippi) 
 

Those in the PMC: Dr. Tom Ivey, Linda Mlekush, Olav 

Stenberg 
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Located at 115 W. 4th Ave.   

PO BOX 278 

Big Timber, MT  59011 
 

 

Church Office 1-406-932-5723       

Pastor Julia 1-406-931-0196 
 

 

Church Email-btluther@itstriangle.com 

Pastor’s Email-pastorjuliaseymour@gmail.com 

 
 

Join us for worship Sundays at 9:00am 

In-person or Via Facebook Live 

https://www.facebook.com/BigTimberLutheranChurch 


