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Jesus’ death shows the depth of God’s love.

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.

Sunday Matthew 21:1-11 Jesus enters Jerusalem
Monday Matthew 26:14—27:66 Jesus’ trial and crucifixion
Tuesday Isaiah 50:4-9a The servant’s humiliation

Wednesday Philippians 2:5-11
Thursday John 13:1-35

Christ shows us true humility
Jesus washes disciples’ feet

Friday John 18:1-19:42 Jesus suffers and dies
Saturday Psalm 31:9-16 Prayer for protection
Sunday Matthew 28:1-10 Christ’s resurrection

[B]ut [Jesus Christ] emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being
born in human likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled
himself and became obedient to the point of death—even death on a
cross. Philippians 2:7-8 (NRSV)

A Prayer for the Week:

Merciful God, free us to trust that the humiliation Jesus experienced from the cross is the path to

hope for the world and the source of real power, faith, and love. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer:
Dear God, we thank you for the gift of each day and for this food. May we enjoy the day with
courage, faith, and love. Amen.

A Blessing to Give:
May the face of God shine on you with steadfast love. (Psalm 31:16)
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Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in your life.
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Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:
e What do you do to show someone that you care for them?
e How is Jesus’ death on a cross a sigh of God’s love for you?
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Read: Matthew 26:14—27:66.

Many theories have been put forward in the history of the church to state why Jesus had to die
to be our Savior. However, one point is clear in the Bible: Jesus’ death shows the depth of
God’s love, a love that is willing to experience a form of slavery, humiliation, and excruciating
death, “even death on a cross” (Philippians 2:8). Crosses have become forms of jewelry and
part of other art forms that point to Jesus’ death. However, neither jewelry nor other art forms
fully express the pain and humiliation that God in Christ endured to indicate the character of
who God is for us. Jesus joins our human existence by making our deepest prayer his prayer:
“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” (Matthew 27:46). God in Christ Jesus joins our
life experience and from the cross stretches out his arms to say, “I love you this much.”
Discuss: When you see someone wearing a cross, what does it mean to you?

Pray: Loving God, you stop at nothing to show us your divine character and the depth of
your love. Help us to know and to trust the power of your love for us through Christ. Amen.

o

Jesus calls us to serve our neighbor in love. Based on the Daily Bible Readings and theme for
this week, how can you care for someone who has been unfairly treated?

i
If you received palms during worship, take them home. As we begin Holy Week, say the ACTS
prayer of giving praise to God (Adoration), asking God’s forgiveness (Confession), giving thanks
to God (Thanksgiving), and asking God’s help for those in need (Supplication) as you light all six
purple candles on the Lenten Candle Cross. After lighting the candles, hold a palm and wave it
in your hand as you say, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the
name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!” (Matthew 21:9b)
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