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'HANDCRAFTED HOMES!

TECHNOLOGY ENABLES AN ARKANSAS
COUPLE TO BUILD A FLAWLESS LOG
HOME 1,500 MILES AWAY IN THE
MOUNTAINS OF MONTANA.

b1

STORY BY Margaret A. Haapoja W

PHOTOGRAPHY BY JK. Lawrence

hen David and Rita Bintliff

built their log ski lodge in Big

Sky, Montana, it was more

than a beautiful home to them; it was the culmi-

natnon of a lifelong dream. *Maybe it’s the proneer

aspect, but | don't think there's anything more

comfortable, more homey or more rustic than a
log home,” David says.

Wood has always fascinated him. As the son of

2 housing contractor, David had been around it all

his life. He remembers helping pick up scrap on

one of his father’ job sites when he was in junior

high. “I couldn’t stand to burn all those nice

boards,” he says, “so | took them home and bualt OPPOSITE: Varying shades ol river rock encase the wood-
i burning fireplace. The hearth was strategically angled so it

a gun cabinet using just hand tools. I've always wouldn't compete with the mountainous view. ABOVE:
Situated in the heart of ski country, this log retreat sits
liked working with wood. | like the colors and halfway up Lone Mountain in Blg Sky, Montana. The 16- to
18-inch diameter Douglas fir handcrafted logs are a perfect
the grain, so it's only natural I'd love a log home.” fit for its elevated site,
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HANDCRAFTED HOMES!

I'hie couple, who own a pharinacy in
(Clinton, Ackansas. cinbarked on their
[isgr heaeme joavirey by chance. | "hview:
taken their twa soms on o Chrstings sk
wvocntion, and as they came down the
slope one day, David norc ed “for =le”
st for a new stbidivision. " There was

mo e ||||||1|L'!3'. there at the

shi-out sinele-family de et we
muaele Hye deal and hon :_,'|'II the hor s
Fovre we came home.”
|I|1II'|I.'||| '-I..'l:.' |.!'|I.':|' : Aean I'I|I'| g ||:'::
hersanne rrapazines 1o search for ddeas. "W
kil seacks and sracks of g r |-:||_' haainne
A HIEH FAL RS _|1'||_|_ overy I- I MR {3rsh %'l
ean imagne,” sy L il *&inee | grew

L] the bonvama industry, § was protty
TOP; The non-log walls are swathed in "gold rush” yellow-a muted tone that Hp Y 3 s
pulls out the wood's ocher hues. ABOVE: With its cocoa brown alder cabinetry
and coel granite countertops, thiz highly efficient and attractive ifchen wan a
regional I:|E:1.|:_|Tl award 1 lor hoose is 8 l:|'-.|l|-'.'l-.'|l.' ditterent

Farmilior with all the processes that ga

FiTLEa I-,|_||||| .'||-|_II1'|-.':I'II:1I 14’ I'I'-ll'lll.'.

AL LOG HOME LIVING A0 clls




e —

RIGHT: A large farmhouse-style table
I the centerpiece ol this homea's
infarmal dining area. Stacked rows
of uninterrupted windows let these
avid skiers Keep a watchiul eve on
weather conditions

thimae. I was a real lesming process

(e thew binil & Friche oo jgles of
the |]:'.:_|'|:-|.||| thiy wanted, Bavid sl
Kt started searching for a log produc-
ek 1hroasgham acouantance, the Biothifls
learned abour Heinn Lamphells Mot
Amerncnn Ly Crphiers, o smmmill ko hesme
conp iy located in Chase, Brinish

Caelimula, ol spiecialicees in honderait

I:I"'-I."l\. |-|.I Tnd ol EHOTEY

i ks, i
i ome of the things that sald me on their
||'--||||-' e - 1] [ dasencd ook the |- to | H
il drinncter Lo las Bie cinfbers ™ 1
cub s Swedish cope wich saddie noreh
LETIC ™S | |.I'| L |i||_ (LR I!'ll_'-\.; I:'u s 1St
i I-|='-- I.-'l||| |||u|||!_'| A
I boald thete hose, the Bimlifis
hiresd Ble Kbt Buslders, o econstroe-
piint ednnpany that has been I'u,|i,-_||||!__
howies i thi |:i.:_' Sy e foe feariy 3
vicars. Lt roormedl o 1o bea eoodd paech,
hecause oowners | ol Jean smd Dowg Bing
re very expericnced moidealing with
vistomers who hve our of the pren
1|"-l."I|.' VEIV eniInreaile '-lll"-.lll!_ with
b =dhistance clients," suys [ g “n
iCE, Z||.|I o EE el I-.||-. vik -'.|.||- ng
relationsh o s R hines, igeinsl [ -
toerra prhy amd e-mail make 10 s casy oo
comusniente roday.”
Hince Ii'|..l. Hwe 1,060 mpiles Py il
hesthy work i therr drogeirore, David and
Lt aamly visaped the prgea owice ||||.r|||!_'_
comsrroction. “YWe dud ghes woally an the
My by ki ng distanee rhone ealls and Fas
jigf Hesorpokans ook aid forth,” savs Diaiad
st COTITIEE I WAS T
Lzl DIVt wil Pdgvaed wivel Hitu's
hanme becase the frlains were il
many tmes throughout the building
process. Criginally planned as a 3,500
syteare-Toot home, the timsbicd product
wme i ehoser e 5 0 sgqeqre feer T
ha WEeY o il om dlawt cme, “YWhen we il
1hi |l|.|||-_ thi LU ol |||'_I'|I.I| b o leve

oot snvs | dosgr, S el bose Bl alasug

Ame myners

gt ] have

| Pearzan of Fire BMaurdam Farge

Rita She pad Heedla s

ream Tiature that em S AN

e and Rifa

leepee moll {aboee) and a swing-oul

DedsiIde lamp Ir g

aesign,

David and Rita gave me Tree roin

Lot} TS el it Foalures
mastly handetodaged, amd | use
fan and rawnice o
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'HANDCRAFTED HOMES

TOP LEFT: The master badroom
captures its Native American spirif
from its hand-painted deer hide wall
hanging, a teepee-patterned rug and
crossed-arrow bedside lamps. TOP
RIGHT: after a day of hitting the
Slopes, pinecone-green walls and
mottled marble tile create a soothing
environment to soak in the whirlpool
tub. ABOVE: Spotlighting cast down
from the home's gables skims the
surface ol the logs and creates a
dramatic effect.
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6 to 8 feet of slope wit. That meant pan

IFI |rl|' I“I!'!:II' SN IIIIII h.l'l.'l' {4} .'H" II'IIIr LE ] ..':IFI
of o crawlspace. | asked David if he really
wanted a crawl space, which he didn'y, so
we added an entire lower level 1o the
home that wasn't shown on the plans.”

Dravid refers to this plan-altenng con-
versation as the first dme the couple’s
“might as well" factor came into play.
“We decided it would be crazy to let that
space go o waste,” he says, “and then we
dhecacled 1 woudd be chesper in the long ran
o fimash it ol night away,”

At least vwo more major chinges

came shout on the LD of the moment;

[David and Rita decided to add a
bunkroom above the garage and a hot rub

room off the laundry area. The area that
became the bunkroom was origimally
planned &5 atue space and was inacces-
ble except through the garige ceiling.
gl & TR OrpOr ared goeess aft che verior
baleony,” savs Doug, "MNow I:||-:_'?. have &
I_'H_Ijl'|='|||"|l‘\,' ||'| |||.E ""IIU.'.'I.'.II

Lhawid says the bunkroom, which
"'I"""E’“' six. 15 ane of his Bvorine SACEs,
“It’s the corest little spot, and it's perfect

for kids,™ he says.

S Business

Because David and Bia’s home i LR IR ]
g ar 8. 304 feer, the |.-:|u|:1|!' I|||-|rp-||'i|ll-:j
'\-'L"al.'a':ll ||||||‘.|'-|J||| FEAmIres i AN
Jare the brisk climate. A cold roof sys
rem helps prevent ice dams and the roof
has a snow load raung of 200 poands per
sopuare foot

*Ar that elevaton you definitely kave
o be very organized and prepared for
winter,” says Doug. “It probably snows 2
solid nine months of the year ap there”
[n fact, juet atter David and Kit moved m
i _| unse 23 i emnowed 26 |r||_'|1-'_"\.

‘T help keep the home warm, they
vhis progune fired Fadian ||t;;_|1I o Peatuare
Davidd especially appreciaces, *Ivs so nwce
b e |_|;1:|.|||| fiot worry aboat puttang on
HII'.I|"-:'F"\-_"|:I' '~..-'|j."\-.' Andd unlike a i reedl=air
system, there’s no sound, no fan memning
1 04 g [ I‘I'“'L!-:'IHI!-II.; 4

|..-':|.'|'||‘| nndl Hica have hmn ||||.':|-1..||1'.-

Iy surprised by the efhciency of their new




heane, “We were preuy concerned about
urthiies and how expensive it was going
i e o heat 2 howse with so much glass,"
says Daval, “The qualicy of the windows
helps, and the logs absarb all the radi-
ant heat during the day and retain it for
such o long time. The mass of the build-
ing irsell belps v lutfer the highs and
lows of the extreme temperamures you
zin have up here."

Internal Afkairs

T help decorate the home’s mterior, Rita
hired a magician, At lease that’s how she
refers to Michael Bolding, owner of
Saddle Ridge Interiors in Paragould,
Arkansas, Michael spent a week with the
Bindhiffs when they first moved in, help-
ingr them to create a sense of syle and
continuity to their home. Michael and
Rara seourcd the hocal lomiture stores
anul antigque shops, conventrating on one
rosint ab a fime “Tlavicd amd Rita wannel
o mountain retreat,” says (vlichael, “hue
they didnt want traditional Montana-
style decor. We used wall colors that
aren't normally used in that area, such
a3 ‘minecone green’ in the master bed-
roastn suite am ‘goll rush’ i che living
room and game room,

“I abso tried to incorporate a b of
different textures from leathers wo woads
to share anl gramie,” Michael cononues,
Some of the furniture, including the
leather couches in the grea roans, came
fren Michael's store i Arkansas, The
European antiques were purchased at
Antique Warehouse in Botkinburg,
Arkansas. Blended with those picces are
local aceents, as well ws David’s colles-
tian of MNative American portery and his
monted animal trophies.

Now that Davil amd Rita have the
perfect getaway home they've always
dreamed of, all they necil s more wime
1o ger away. he good news is that sinee
their sons have joined the family busi-
niess, the couple expects th speml more
rimwe skiing the shopes, relaxing in the hor
tuls sl adimaring the view of the Spanish
Peaks all from the combort of their own
levg bimme. [ ]

HOME DETAILS

[HANDCRAFTED HOMES

m Square footage: T796
® Package price: 5120,000
& Bullders: Blue Ribbon Bullders

® Log producer: North American
Log Crafters

For mors infarmation, see Resources on
page 105,
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