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roud to be Bobcats: My wife, Kristin,
and our daughters, Frances and Leona
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
My family and I are so happy and honored to be here at Montana State! 
Thank you for the warm welcome.


Recent Milestones

Records in enrollment, retention rates, graduation rates and research
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
New headcount is about 1% larger than this time last year, when spring enrollment was 16,237. 
Over the past five years, spring headcount at MSU has increased 8.8%.
This spring’s total includes 1,959 graduate students who are pursuing master’s or doctoral degrees and a record 14,414 undergraduate students. 
The university enrolled 8,467 Montana resident students this spring. That number is 52% of the MSU student body and at least 2,000 more than the Montana student enrollment on any other campus in the state.



MSU Student Enrollment 2010-2025

81.8%
Fall enrollment has increased nearly 27% in the last 15 years. RETENTION
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MSU’s FTE enrollment 2010-2025

Fall full-time equivalent enrollment has grown 37% in the past 15 years.
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Growth in MSU Student Housing Capacity

5’166 Students living on campus this fall
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The Freshman 15 Initiative

87% of incoming students and 69% of all MSU undergraduates enrolled in 15 or more credits this fall.

100 *

90 87 87
81

80 /8 76 *
71 71 72 72

69
70
60 59 61

70
63
58 59 58 59
60 - - =5 57 57
50 50 o1

50 46
40
30
20
10

0

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

B New Undergrads All Undergrads
MONTANA

STATE UNIVERSITY



MSU Graduation Rates, 2015-2025

2025 59.0%
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Research Strength

Our research enterprise continues to grow
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Montana State recorded nearly $289 million in research expenditures in 2024–25 — the fourth year above $200 million.
MSU’s research enterprise is larger than all other Montana universities combined.
Funding supports projects ranging from agriculture and rural health care to cybersecurity and education.
Hundreds of students participate directly in research, gaining skills that prepare them for future careers.
The true impact is seen in how MSU research improves lives, strengthens communities, and drives innovation.





MSU Annual Research Expenditures

Fall 2025 brought a new record of $288.7 million, a 167% increase over 15 years
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This is a look at the overall growth in research expenditures since we started reporting to the National Science Foundation.



Top Research Units

Top Colleges

1. College of Agriculture
$54.1 million

2.College of Letters and Science
$40.6 million

3. Norm Asbjornson College of
Engineering
$24.5 million

Top Programs

1. Institute for National Security
Research and Education
(MilTech)
$64.7 million

2. TechLink
$11.1 million

3.IDeA Network of Biomedical

Research Excellence
$4.4 million
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Top colleges include Agriculture, Letters and Science, and Engineering 
Top programs include INSRE, TechLink, and INBRE 
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State of the art quantum computlng famlity opens

QCORE research will lead faster and more sensmve precise and secure
electronics, sensors, location systems, computers and med%ent.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
With the launch of our new QCORE facility, Montana State has become one of the few universities in the world with two different types of quantum computers. This center is already bringing together scientists, industry partners, and students to tackle the grand challenges of quantum technology. It’s a clear signal that MSU is not just participating in this new frontier — we’re helping to lead it. https://www.montana.edu/news/24735/

MSU launched QCORE, an interdisciplinary quantum computing research facility.
Houses two different types of quantum computers — a distinction shared by only a handful of institutions worldwide.
Brings together scientists, industry partners, and students to tackle grand challenges.
Positions MSU as a leader in the global quantum frontier.



Designation brings MSU’s cutting-edge facilities and highly trained researchers
together to help companies scale up technology for defense projects.
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Presentation Notes
MSU designated a Defense Innovation Unit OnRamp Hub — one of only a few in the U.S.
Connects MSU researchers, students, and businesses with the Department of Defense to advance new technologies.
Opens doors to federal funding and economic growth across Montana.
Demonstrates how MSU research supports state vitality and national security.



Furtherlng dlscussmn and plannlng on how MSU will lead the way in
incorporating artificial intelligence into higher education in Montana
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Presentation Notes
MSU is positioning itself as a leader in Montana on artificial intelligence. 
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"MSU named site of U.S: Patent and Trademark office

New office will support workforce development across the state and region,
especially in manufacturing and computing sectors
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In December, the U.S. Department of Commerce announced that MSU will be home to a newly established Community Engagement Office for the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office.  
The MSU-based office will join Dallas and San Francisco as the largest hubs west of the Mississippi providing trademark and patent services to U.S. innovators. 
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Secretary of Education visits to learn about MSU workforce program
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In September, we welcomed the U.S. Secretary of Education Linda McMahon for a roundtable discussion on education and how our university is at the forefront of helping our students prepare for careers after they earn their degrees and how we’re helping our state and community by filling important workforce gaps in vital Montana industries. 
We showed the secretary some of the highlights of what we have to offer, including our BART Farm and precision agriculture programs, our mechanical engineering laboratories and shops, the construction sites for Gianforte Hall and the VIM hotel and the future site of Gallatin College MSU’s building on campus. 
Importantly, the secretary got to hear from our students about how MSU has made a difference in their lives and in their hopes for careers after college.  



Remarkable Achievements

MSU’s students and faculty continue to make us proud
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- Welcomed the 10th class of Hilleman Scholars -- 58 Montana students.
- Program provides scholarships, mentoring, and support for first-generation and low-income students.
- Honors Maurice Hilleman, an MSU alumnus and world-leading vaccinologist.
- Clear example of how MSU opens doors, transforms lives, and invests in Montana's future.



Milestones

One of 32 selected students nationwide, will study at the University of Oxford
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Doriane Keiser is one of just 32 American scholars selected in November for the Rhodes Scholarship.  
She is the 12th MSU student, and the first since 2017, selected for the Rhodes.  
Doriane is an associate member of the Fort Peck tribes. She plans to return to the Fort Peck Indian Reservation where she grew up to work for the betterment of individual and community mental health. 
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Sarah Morris -- an assistant professor of mechanical and industrial engineering -- recently won the National Science Foundation’s most prestigious award for early career researchers.  
The NSF’s Faculty Early Career Development Program, or CAREER Award, will provide Morris approximately $600,000 over five years to further her work in experimental fluid dynamics.  
Morris joins 25 other MSU faculty members who have received CAREER Awards since 2000. 



Community and State

Connecting MSU to Bozeman and communities around Montana
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
MSU is one of 277 U.S. colleges and universities to receive the Carnegie Community Engagement Classification, a classification awarded by the Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching.  
The classification brings national recognition to MSU’s continued efforts to engage with external partners in all aspects of teaching, research and service to benefit all Montanans.   
OLLI was one of the specific university-community partnerships highlighted in the application!
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Reimagining Rural

Twenty rural towns choseg orassroots community improvement program
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Presentation Notes
MSU Extension selected 20 rural Montana communities – from Superior to Browning to Malta to Ekalaka – to participate in the annual Reimagining Rural virtual community gathering series.  
Reimagining Rural is a free program offered through Montana State University Extension that invites small town residents to hear new ideas for rural community vitality. 
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The Montana Department of Livestock, Montana Department of Agriculture and MSU’s College of Agriculture are building a multi-agency laboratory building in Bozeman.
In addition to housing the state labs, this facility will be the new home of the MSU Wool Lab, which provides high-quality, prompt analytical services to sheep producers, the wool industry, and wool researchers in Montana and across the United States. 
This is going to be a great improvement in facilities for the Wool Lab and the others in the building, and it’s going to allow for the expansion of crucial agricultural services for the state. 
The Combined State Labs are nearing completion on the west side of our campus. Look for the building to be opening later this year.  
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President's Bus Tour returns this summer
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Thrilled to share that our MSU President’s Bus Tour will return this summer.


Our Changing Campus

Multiple major projects are transforming MSU
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A multiple-year project 
New gathering and study spaces and improved pedestrian and traffic safety for the South Campus District
Recently completed is the roundabout and new SUB loop for improved accessibility to the SUB. 
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Presenter Notes
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Grand opening was on Aug. 18. 
120,000-square-foot center 
Named for legendary coaches Dale Kennedy and Rob Stark.
Features: 100-yard turf surface, 300-meter track, jumping pits, throwing sectors, pole vault areas.
Provides primary indoor practice/competition space for Bobcat football and track and field.
Large enough for full football team practices.
Facility designed by 45 Architecture & Interiors, built by Langlas & Associates, 
$26.5 million project. 
Fully donor funded.



Gianforte Hall
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Funded by $50 million from Gianforte Family Foundation. 
A new home on campus for computer science, cybersecurity and related fields of study.
Features multiple large classrooms, 10,000 square feet of lab space, including labs for robotics, film production and music recording
Roughly 57,800 square feet.
Three stories.
Aiming for LEED silver.
MSU’s first mass timber structure. 
Aiming to open in Fall 2026.
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$19.4 million in private funds raised
Adding 32,000 square feet to the Visual Communications Building
Adding a shared lobby connecting Montana PBS, KGLT radio, Montana Shakespeare in the Parks. 
Adding large TV studio, production and control rooms and other technical spaces.
Adding a large, 192-seat classroom that will double as a screening venue and production studio/event space.
Bringing Montana PBS staff together into the same building for the first time in more than 10 years.
Improve public visibility for PBS and KGLT.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We intend to build a new, dedicated career technical and trades facility on the MSU campus to house Gallatin College MSU.
This will consolidate programs currently spread across multiple leased locations. 
The building will house one- and two-year degree programs to support workforce training, 
The total project cost is estimated at $46 million, funded by a combination of state funds and significant donations
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Presentation Notes
Groundbreaking was last September
Privately owned and operated hotel on land leased from MSU.
Five-story, 138-room hotel. 
123,000 square feet
Will provide space for not only the public in general but also campus visitors, including people coming for football or orientation or parent-family weekends.
One of the first teaching hotels in the state for hospitality professionals. 
Opportunities for internships and collaborations with the hotel will also lead to further opportunities for our students as they graduate.
MSU offers four-year hospitality programs in our business college and EHHD, as well as an associate of applied sciences degree and hospitality certificate in Gallatin College MSU. 
Aiming for Fall 2027 opening.




MSU South Campus District

New FacilitiesYarc
location


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Facilities Yard Improvements project will streamline and improve efficiency of University Facilities Management operations. 
The project will consolidate multiple departments into a single building, increase efficiency of workflows, and create space for future building sites.
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Jones Hall
Save the date! Grand opening: Sept. 18
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Will feature multiple classroom and simulation laboratories. 
Break and study areas for students who often spend many hours of their days on campus. 
Square footage: Approximately 26,000
Bozeman is one of four new nursing education buildings slated to open around the state this fall. 
MSU’s five nursing campuses are in Billings, Bozeman, Great Falls, Kalispell and Missoula. The Great Falls building opened in Oct. 2025.
Paid for with the $101 million philanthropic investment from Mark and Robyn Jones
An investment in the future of nursing in Montana with the goal of narrowing the workforce gap in nursing, especially in rural areas of Montana.




Go ’Cats!

Proud of our extraordinary students and athletes
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Bobcat Football brings home national title

.'_First natibné&l’bhénﬁpiohship since 1984
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
So proud of our Bobcat student-athletes! Congrats to our national champs. Also so proud of our student-athletes' hard work in the classroom: Our NCAA GPA is 3.44 (that is for student-athletes in NCAA sports). Our overall GPA is 3.34 (which includes rodeo and spirit squad). 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
-Justine won the women’s slalom AND the women’s giant slalom at the NCAA Ski Championships in March.
-She is MSU’s first individual national skiing champion since 2017 and only the third in MSU Alpine skiing history.
-She is the first Bobcat skier to win two events in the championships.
-Justine is a senior from Quebec, Canada – and she also represented her home country in the Winter Olympics in Italy. 



One more thing...



MSU needs you! New strategic plan in the works

Community
and State

WRITING

Drafting our

M

~— MONTANA STATE UNIVERSITY STRATEGIC PLANNING TIMELINE —;
GATHERING INPUT

new plan

—Sering /] sunmir /| EARIYFALL_ /| NOVEMBER 2026

PUBLISH

Debut at Board of
Regents meeting

www.montana.edu/strategicplan
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Invitation for our entire community – including you – to imagine MSU’s future.
Community listening session dates are being scheduled. 
More information will be available here: www.montana.edu/strategicplan
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Thanks to all of you for your support of our teams, students and university!

(Here are our incoming first-year students in August 2025 in Bobcat Stadium for the traditional M Photo.) 
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