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t all took place almost 35 years

ago, but for the Texas A8M Bush

School of Government and Pub-
lic Service Dean John Sherman '92
and his wife, Bush School Assistant
Professor of Practice, Liz Sherman
91, the memories still stir emotions.
Aggie students in 1991 no doubt re-
call when a coordinated campaign to
fatally wound the reputation of the
Corps was launched in newspapers
and television and how a fearless
team composed of then-Corps Com-
mander, Sherman, and The Battalion
City Desk reporter, Liz Tisch, stopped
the vicious attack in its tracks.

Those who were not students at the
time will lack familiarity with the de-
tails, so here is a summary. It began
with an allegation of a sexual assault
on September 17, 1991. When Tisch
confronted Sherman at the guard
room for comment, he not only gave
none but had Tisch escorted out.
Soon, more allegations cropped up
and the media blitz began.

“There was a cascade of allegations
and media attention,” says John Sher-
man. “This included hazing and dis-
crimination. At that time the Anita
Harris and Clarence Thomas hear-
ings were going on. [ was advised not
to comment. I followed those orders.”

Tisch published a story in The Battalion
reporting the allegation. As the situa-
tion escalated, she was invited to meet-
ings with people affiliated with the uni-
versity from certain factions who had
biases against the Corps. After a while,
Tisch realized those involved were not
interested in the truth but in capitaliz-
ing on the allegations in order to with-
draw Corps funding and satisty their
personal hatred for its traditions.

As Corps Commander, John Sherman
felt the burden of understanding the
truth and defending his beloved insti-
tution. He published a rebuttal of the
claims, and reported on the investi-
gations of each incident, one by one.
Certain unit operations were sus-
pended, and Sherman was forced to

News clippings from The Battalion and The Texas Aggie
tell the story of how the bad actors were thwarted.

relieve classmates of their positions
on just suspicion of wrongdoing.

“Everyone was hypersensitive. There
was zero tolerance and so much scru-
tiny,” he explains. According to Keep-
ers of the Spirit, by John Adams '73, a
climate of suspicion of harassment
and hazing had developed around the
service academies and military col-
leges around the country at the time.

Meanwhile, as Tisch kept publishing
claims about the Corps, she felt un-
easy about continuing to attend the
meetings of those certain factions.

‘I had a feeling they were just using
me,” she says. ‘I began to see it was a
concerted effort to destroy the Corps.”

Tisch and Sherman were joined by
fellow The Battalion reporter and for-
mer student body president Ty Cle-
venger ‘91 to make the truth known.
The Corps of Cadets Association did
not exist at the time, so, they chose to
approach the Association of Former
Students for help. At the meeting, help
was granted by Association of For-
mer Students President Bill Youngkin
69, and the Association used their
vast connections to raise awareness
in different regions for a proposed
press conference to out the nefarious
actors. “The courage it took for John
and Liz to stand up to these entities
was quite enormous,” explains Youn-
gkin. “There is a lot more to this story
and one that should be told but their
actions may have saved the Corps.”

On October 25, the press conference
occurred that finally revealed the truth
about the group effort to impugn the
Corps. The media story died.
The allegation was proved false.

Sadly, Tisch was ostracized
by her journalism colleagues,
fired from The Battalion, and
suffered depression from the
stress of the ordeal. “I thought
my life was over,” she ex-
plains. “I didn’t think anyone
would hire me after that.”
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A bit later, a dozen roses were deliv-
ered to her door, along with a sincere,
heartfelt, and handwritten thank you
note from John Sherman.

“He wasn't hitting on me, he simply
wanted to thank me,” she says. “He
gave me back my respect. Later, he
asked me out multiple times before
I said yes.”

Astruthandlove always winin the end,
so it was with John Sherman and Liz
Tisch. Now married for over three de-
cades and both of them stepping back
from decades of service in the CIA,
the Shermans are giving back to Texas
A8M and the Corps they defended.

“We couldn't be more devoted to the
Corps and to cadets,” Liz says. “We are
fierce protectors of this university,
and we want to see cadets succeed.”

The Shermans note that as serious
as the event was then, they say they
were too young to feel the full signif-
icance of it.

“What if it hadn’t gone the right
way?” asks John.

The CCA thanks the Shermans
for sharing their story with The
Guidon. For more details into
this significant story and insight
from Bill Youngkin '69, visit:
corpsofcadets.org/courage.

Today, John Sherman 92
and Liz (Tisch) Sherman '91, are
happy to be back in Aggieland.




