
LET'S CARVE A
PUMPKIN!

Trash bag or large plastic tablecloth to set your pumpkin on while carving

Carving pumpkin with stem

Carving tools

Paper towels or washcloth to wash your pumpkin 

Small candle or tealight to put inside your pumpkin

Matchstick or lighter to light the candle

Supplies needed:

Instructions: 

Gather all your supplies together and gather your family and/or friends. Read the

narrative below and follow along with the instructions in parentheses. If there is a

young reader in your family, you can have them read the verses throughout the

guide that are in italics, or look them up in their own Bible!



       1. Do you know how this pumpkin came to be? 

A farmer planted seeds, watered the seeds, and cared for the seeds. The sun shone on the

seeds and those seeds grew into this pumpkin! 

In the same way, God is like the farmer! He created pumpkins, and he also created YOU!

He takes care of you and wants to know you. He loves you SO MUCH - more than you

know!

Psalm 139:13-16 (NLT) "You made all the delicate, inner parts of my body and knit me

together in my mother’s womb. Thank you for making me so wonderfully complex! Your

workmanship is marvelous-how well I know it! You watched me as I was being formed in

utter seclusion, as I was woven together in the dark of the womb. You saw me before I was

born. Every day of my life was recorded in your book. Every moment was laid out before a

single day had passed.”

       2. Let’s take a look at our pumpkin - is it clean on the outside, or dirty?

It’s kind of dirty - it’s definitely not perfectly clean! Let’s get a towel and try to clean our

pumpkin. 

[Get a towel and wipe off/wash off your pumpkin.]

Hmm… now the outside is clean, but what about the inside? Do you know if the inside is

dirty? Sometimes we try to “be good” on the outside or look like we “have it all together.”

Does Jesus care if we “have it all together” on the outside, or care about how we are on

the inside?

Matthew 23:27-28 (NIV)“Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You

are like whitewashed tombs, which look beautiful on the outside but on the inside are full of

the bones of the dead and everything unclean. In the same way, on the outside you

appear to people as righteous but on the inside you are full of hypocrisy and wickedness.”



       3. Let's cut a hole in the top of the pumpkin and see what's inside! 

[Cut a circle on top of the pumpkin, big enough to put your hand inside the pumpkin. Now,

lift the top off by holding the stem.]

Whoa, the inside has a bunch of yucky stuff in it, and some seeds! Let’s remove that from

the pumpkin, then we can put a light in it!

[Remove the slimy insides and seeds as you say the next part.]

The yucky stuff is like our sin - we are removing it just like God removes our sin when we

believe in Him.

Romans 3:23 (NLT)“For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious [or perfect]

standard.”  

If we ONLY try to clean our outside and try to “be good” or look like we “have it all

together,” that doesn’t actually remove our sin. 

Romans 3:20 (NLT)“For no one can ever be made right with God by doing what the law

commands. The law simply shows us how sinful we are.”

We have to let God clean out our inside and remove our sin for us to be able to “be clean”

and know Him! We let Him do that by just believing in Him! He really wants us to know Him

because He loves us and knows what is best for us - remember, He created us, like the

Farmer grew the pumpkin! Do you know what happens when we believe in Jesus? When

we believe in Jesus, He gives us His life!

1 John 5:11-12 (NLT) “And this is what God has testified: He has given us eternal life, and this

life is in His Son. Whoever has the Son has life, whoever does not have God’s Son does not

have life.”

     



      4. Let's cut a face in the pumpkin!

[Using your carving kit, cut a nose, mouth, and eyes out of the pumpkin.]

The face on the pumpkin represents the new life Jesus gives us - His life!

Why do you think we are carving the face out of the pumpkin instead of just painting the

face on there?

If we just painted the face on, the paint could wash off! If we carve the face out of the

pumpkin, it is permanent, just like life in Jesus is permanent - it can never be taken away!

Romans 5:10-11 (NLT)“For since our friendship with God was restored by the death of His Son

while we were still His enemies, we will certainly be saved through the life of His Son! So now

we can rejoice in our wonderful new relationship with God because our Lord Jesus Christ

has made us friends of God!”

       5. Now that the inside is clean, we can put a candle in our pumpkin!

When we put the candle inside of the pumpkin, what do you think will happen?! Let’s put it

inside and see!

[Place the candle inside the pumpkin, light the candle, and then place the top back on

the pumpkin.]

Look, the light shines through the face! God wants us to share Him with others and tell them

about the life He offers them! He wants EVERYONE to know Him! Do you know that He

allows us to be part of that - of telling others about Him and letting them experience His life?

He wants us to “shine” to our neighbors, friends, family, and people we meet by showing

them and telling them what He is like!

Matthew 5:14 (NLT)“You are the light of the world-like a city on a hilltop that cannot be

hidden.”

Matthew 28:19-20 (NLT)“Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them

in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Teach these new disciples to

obey all the commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to

the end of the age.”

     



Family discussion Guide

Follow up questions to ask your family:

What was your favorite part of carving our pumpkin?

What did we talk about when we cleaned the outside of the pumpkin?

What about when we cut the top off of the pumpkin and removed the yucky/slimy part?

What did we talk about when we carved the face in the pumpkin? 

Why did we carve the face in the pumpkin instead of just painting it on?

What did we talk about when we put the candle in our pumpkin?

What did you learn today that you didn’t know before?

Is there anything you had a question about, or anything you want to talk more about?

     


