Sharing the Gospel: The Bridge
In the Christian faith, the word “gospel” simply means the “good news” about Jesus - His life, death and
resurrection. The message that through belief in Jesus we can enter into a loving relationship with God,
experiencing forgiveness and receiving the gift of eternal life, is good news, indeed!
Let’s look at a concise and understandable way to communicate the gospel to your friends and family
who do not yet know Jesus.

God created people to enjoy a relationship with Him and represent Him through our lives. (Genesis
1:26-28, 31) As a loving Father, He communicated boundaries that protect and allow us to enjoy our
relationship with Him and with other people. (Genesis 2:15-16)

Everyone has fallen short of God’s standards. The Bible calls that “sin.” Our sin results in our separation
from God. Unless our sin is forgiven, we deserve eternal punishment, separated from God forever.
“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” Romans 3:23
“For the wages of sin is death.” Romans 6:23a
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Some try to reach God through religion or by trying to be a
good person. But the Bible tells us that there is only one way
to God and that is through belief in His Son, Jesus Christ.
“Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life;
no one comes to the Father but through Me.’” John 14:6

God graciously provided a way to forgive our sin and
freely give us eternal life. God’s only Son Jesus died in our
place. He took on Himself the punishment that our sin
deserves. Then, Jesus rose from the dead. He conquered
sin and death forever.
“But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” Romans 5:8

Everyone who believes in Jesus for the forgiveness of their sins receives eternal life. To believe in Jesus
means that you no longer try to earn God’s approval through what you do, nor do you deny that you
need forgiveness and salvation. Instead, you accept God’s free gift of eternal life.
“Very truly I tell you, whoever hears My word and believes Him who sent Me has eternal life and will not
be judged but has crossed over from death to life.” John 5:24
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Have you believed in Jesus for the forgiveness of your sins? Do you know that you have eternal life?
Possible answers and next steps:
“Yes!”
Ask: “Tell me about that. When and how did that happen for you?”
Try to discern if the person is trusting in anything other than Christ alone.
“No, but I want to.”
Affirm their decision to believe and help them to tell God in prayer of their belief in Jesus.
Example: “Thank you God for loving me by sending your Son Jesus to die for me. I believe in His life, death and
resurrection to rescue me from my sin and spiritual death. Thank you for forgiving my sins and giving me the free
gift of eternal life.”
Welcome them to the Family of God!
“These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know
that you have eternal life.” 1 John 5:13
“Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things
have come.” 2 Corinithians 5:17
“Not Sure” / “Not Yet” / “No”
Ask: “Is there anything keeping you from trusting in Jesus?”
Try to discern their willingness or unwillingness to believe.
For those willing, help answer their questions if possible.
For those unwilling, offer to pray for them and talk further at another time.
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