
We are excited that you have joined us as we study this next section of the Gospel 
of Matthew.  We will cover sections from chapter 8-19.  One major theme 
through this entire section is that of Jesus’ authority over every part of life.  As we 
study, focus on how Jesus, the Lion of Judah, has power over everything.  In this 
time, when many of us are home-bound due to a global epidemic, many of us 
are asking, “who has the power to help?”  We will see that Jesus does have the power 
to help, but He does so in his time and in His way.  Jesus’ timing is perfect, but 
often misunderstood by His disciples.  The same is true for us today!  We do not 
always understand Jesus’ timing, but we can trust in Him.
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Jesus, I believe what the Bible says about you. I believe that you were capable of healing lepers while you were on the Earth, and I 
believe you are capable of healing sickness today. Bolster my faith in you and your divine ability today. 

Matthew 8:1-4

When Jesus came down from the mountain, large crowds followed Him. 2And a leper came 

to Him and bowed down before Him, and said, “Lord, if You are willing, You can make me 

clean.” 3 Jesus stretched out His hand and touched him, saying, “I am willing; be cleansed.” 

And immediately his leprosy was cleansed. 4And Jesus said to him, “See that you tell no one; 

but go, show yourself to the priest and present the offering that Moses commanded, as a testi-

mony to them.”

Imagine finding yourself as one of Jesus Christ’s disciples at this point in His ministry. This man had quickly 
proven Himself unique... He was a descendent of David, He was birthed by a virgin, God literally spoke the 
moment He was baptized, He defeated Satan in the wilderness after starving Himself for forty days, and He 
taught like no teacher before Him. 

“What else is this man capable of?” is a natural question. Today’s verses answer that question, introducing us 
to a new chapter in Jesus’ ministry— His miracles. These miracles teach us more and more about the Lion of 
Judah, but we should be diligent not to miss what the healing of the leper here in Matthew 8 teaches us. 

Jesus, the Lion of Judah, has authority over sickness.

What a needed message for early 2020! If this message is true, then our response to today’s viruses and the 
future’s illnesses should be completely derived from this knowledge.

Look over Leviticus 13-14. With this context in mind, does this situation seem more significant? 



Look closely at the leper’s actions and words in verse 2. What do you notice about the way he approaches 
Jesus? 

Now look at Jesus’ actions and words in verse 3. What do you notice about the way He approaches this 
unclean leper? 

Knowing that Jesus has authority over sickness should completely shape the way God’s people respond to 
Covid-19. Think and write out how you can respond more appropriately. 

Once you’ve done this, take a few minutes and pray a few big prayers. Ask God to heal the sick, end the 
spread of the virus, protect you and your loved ones, and most importantly, to draw people to Himself. He is 
capable of answering every one of those prayers, after all. 
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Father, help me trust you in times of uncertainty. Help me rest in your promises while storms may rage around me. Increase my faith 
in every circumstance. Give me peace that surpasses human understanding. Show me more of who you are in today’s study.

Matthew 8:23-27

When He got into the boat, His disciples followed Him. 24And behold, there arose a great 

storm on the sea, so that the boat was being covered with the waves; but Jesus Himself was 

asleep. 25And they came to Him and woke Him, saying, “Save us, Lord; we are perishing!” 
26He said to them, “Why are you afraid, you men of little faith?” Then He got up and rebuked 

the winds and the sea, and it became perfectly calm. 27The men were amazed, and said, “What 

kind of a man is this, that even the winds and the sea obey Him?”

Nature is scary. Mountains are treacherous, the ocean feels bottomless, and possums look like giant rats. We 
can feel powerless against the forces of nature whenever lightning strikes, a tornado forms, or a hurricane 
lands. We feel powerless, because oftentimes, we are.

Many of Jesus’ disciples were men who spent the majority of their time battling against nature as fishermen. 
They had to fight the winds and brave the waves to feed themselves and provide for their families. And yet, 
when faced by a storm in Matthew 8, these men were still terrified by the awesome power of nature.

In their terror, the disciples ran to Jesus, asking him to help in whatever way he could. When Jesus 
commanded the winds and the waves to immediately calm, the disciples were left wondering just who Jesus 
was and what power he held. We may not have seen Jesus calm a storm, but we have seen our God move 
powerfully in ours and others lives. Jesus Christ has defeated the grave and overcome the world, therefore we 
do not have to live in fear like other people who do not know him. So when our storms arrive, where do we 
run in our hearts and minds?
 

Look at Matthew 8:23-24. What “storms” are you facing that cause you to fear?



Look at Matthew 8:25-27. How did Jesus respond to the disciples and then to the storm? How do you see 
both the humanity and deity of Jesus displayed in this event?

How does this exercise of Jesus’ authority affect your view of circumstances beyond your own control?

Write out a few situations or events that bring fear to your mind and heart.

Spend some time acknowledging God’s control over those elements that cause fear. Thank the Lord for his 
promise of eternal life beyond this world for those who place their trust in Jesus Christ.

Ask God to increase your faith so that your attitude and actions can serve as a clear witness to the saving power 
of Jesus Christ.
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Father, convict me of my prideful judgment and personal failure. Bring my sin into the light so that my need for your healing and 
forgiveness is inescapable. Thank you for your mercy, which is new every day and is freely given by grace through faith in Jesus 
Christ. Fix my attention and affection upon you today.

Matt 9.9-13

As Jesus went on from there, He saw a man called Matthew, sitting in the tax collector’s booth; 

and He said to him, “Follow Me!” And he got up and followed Him. 10Then it happened that 

as Jesus was reclining at the table in the house, behold, many tax collectors and sinners came 

and were dining with Jesus and His disciples. 11When the Pharisees saw this, they said to His 

disciples, “Why is your Teacher eating with the tax collectors and sinners?” 12But when Jesus 

heard this, He said, “It is not those who are healthy who need a physician, but those who are 

sick. 13But go and learn what this means: ‘I desire compassion, and not sacrifice,’ for I did not 

come to call the righteous, but sinners.”

Conflict is hard. Our disagreements can often cause divisions if they are not handled in a correct and healthy 
manner. Many times, the greatest hurdle to healthy conflict resolution stems from an inability for either side 
to admit fault. We find ourselves quick in judging the mistakes of others while justifying our own.
When Jesus chose to associate with Matthew the tax collector, there was probably a collective gasp in the 
crowd. How could this holy teacher bring that corrupt agent into his community of followers? Why would 
this miracle-worker share a meal with those criminals who profit from the exploitation of the Jewish nation? 
What is Jesus doing, spending time with such sinners?

Until we understand our own need for the unconditional love and forgiveness of God, we will always struggle 
to extend that same love and forgiveness to others. The Pharisees were so focused upon their commitment 
to religious ritual and tradition that they had become effectively blinded to their own sin. Accepting the gift 
of salvation through Jesus Christ begins with acknowledging the consequences of sin in our lives. Do we have 
the courage to confess our need for Christ?

Look at Matthew 9:9-11. Who would Jesus have to join for dinner in order for you to be completely shocked? 
Who do you think of as “outside” the salvific mission of Christ?



Look at Matthew 9:12-13. What are the differences between the attitude of Jesus and the attitude of the 
Pharisees? How do those attitudes affect their actions?

Jesus quotes Hosea 6:6 in his response to the Pharisees. Read Matthew 23:23-28 to see another response 
against the hypocrisy of heartless religion. 

Ask the Lord to convict you of sin that you have failed to confess.

Write out some of the sins you have committed and trust that God is faithful to forgive all our failure through 
the saving sacrifice of Jesus Christ.

Thank God for his consistent compassion and overwhelming grace. Ask for a softened heart that is listening 
to his Spirit and following his lead.
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 Jesus, you are my Healer. I bring my shame and my brokenness to you. All of it. Thank you for forgiving me and making me whole. 
Help me to believe that nothing is impossible for you!   

Matthew 9.18-26
18 While He was saying these things to them, a synagogue official came and bowed down before 

Him, and said, “My daughter has just died; but come and lay Your hand on her, and she will 

live.” 19Jesus got up and began to follow him, and so did His disciples. 20And a woman who 

had been suffering from a hemorrhage for twelve years, came up behind Him and touched the 

fringe of His cloak; 21for she was saying to herself, “If I only touch His garment, I will get well.” 

22But Jesus turning and seeing her said, “Daughter, take courage; your faith has made you well.” 

At once the woman was made well. 23 When Jesus came into the official’s house, and saw the 

flute-players and the crowd in noisy disorder, 24He said, “Leave; for the girl has not died, but is 

asleep.” And they began laughing at Him. 25But when the crowd had been sent out, He entered 

and took her by the hand, and the girl got up. 26This news spread throughout all that land.

Have you ever struggled with something for so long that it felt like it became a part of your identity? After so 
much time, maybe you gave up hope of experiencing any freedom so you allowed the struggle to consume 
every aspect of your life. If you can’t relate to this personally, you probably know someone close to you who is 
so stuck and desperate for healing. 

That’s where we find the bleeding woman we read about in today’s passage. At the time she encountered 
Jesus, she was at the end of herself. For twelve whole years, this woman suffered alone– completely isolated 
and without any resources. This medical condition had taken away all of her community, all of her money, 
and all of her sense of worth. She tried everything that the world had to offer to fix her brokenness, yet 
nothing worked.

You might not be twelve years into a hopeless situation like this, but every one of us has experienced 
brokenness. It is our human tendency to run to the things of this world to pacify our pain and cover up our 
shame. But it will never be enough. The world will always leave us more empty and broken than before. It is 
impossible to fix ourselves. We need a Healer.

This woman heard about Jesus and believed that He could save her, and she was right. With just one touch, 
the bleeding immediately stopped. Only Jesus has the power to heal and restore the brokenness in our lives. 



No matter how long the sin or suffering has consumed your life, there is always hope in Jesus. He is gracious 
and compassionate and he longs to heal you. Do you believe him? 

Read Mark 5:21-43 and Luke 8:40-56. What else do you learn about this woman’s situation from the other 
synoptic Gospel accounts? 

Is there something that is gripping your life and causing you to be isolated from the people who love you? 
In what ways do you tend to turn to the world for a solution to your problems? 

Look at Matthew 9:22. How does Jesus address the bleeding woman after she touched him? What does this 
tell you about how he feels about your brokenness?   

Ask God to search your heart and reveal any sin or brokenness that is keeping you from experiencing His 
fullness.
Write out the areas of your life where you desire healing and pray that God’s healing power would set you free!

Thank Jesus for his gentleness and kindness. Thank him that he calls you “son” or “daughter” and longs to 
look you in the face and heal you.
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Jesus, I know that apart from you I can do nothing. Detached from the vine, I’m an incapable branch. Today, please help me to set 
aside my fleshly desires and submit to you and abide in you. 

Matthew 11:25-30
25At that time Jesus said, “I praise You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that You have hidden 

these things from the wise and intelligent and have revealed them to infants. 26Yes, Father, 

for this way was well-pleasing in Your sight. 27All things have been handed over to Me by My 

Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father; nor does anyone know the Father except 

the Son, and anyone to whom the Son wills to reveal Him. 28“Come to Me, all who are weary 

and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest. 29Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I 

am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30For My yoke is easy and 

My burden is light.”

A nation-wide phenomenon occurs every four years in the United States. In preparation for this event, a 
few men and women show up regularly on our TVs, phones, newspapers, and billboards. They debate one 
another on hot topics, inspire people to hold signs on street corners, kiss babies’ foreheads, take photos with 
grandmothers, and ultimately ask us one gutsy question: will you choose me to lead this nation? 

Today’s passage centers on the same question, but comes with an offer that no modern President can provide. 
Jesus, speaking symbolically to the entire nation of Israel, asks this: Will you weary people trade the heavy 
burden of your sin and its consequences for my present and eternal rest? Will you trade your burdensome 
yoke for mine, which is light and easy? Will you submit to me as your nation’s rightful leader? 

This is a pivotal, climactic moment in Jesus’ ministry as the authoritative Lion of Judah. The people of Israel 
then, and us today, are left with a choice. 

What do you learn about the relationship between Jesus and God the Father in verses 25-27?



What do you think the difference is between “the wise” and the “little children?” 

Who would the laborers and heavy laden have been in this passage? 

What does Jesus mean by “rest for your soul” here? 

The imagery Jesus uses here is of an ox willingly submitting to the farmer, allowing him to place his yoke 
upon his shoulders. How do you feel about being on the ox side of this image, being asked to submit to Jesus’ 
leading and guidance and direction for your life? 

Pray for the humility to submit to God’s leading instead of your own. 

Abide in Christ today, for his yoke is easy and his burden is light. How great a gift to be led by a leader like Him.
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Jesus,I often do not understand why you do the things you do!  Yet, help me to trust your word even when I do not fully grasp your 
ways.  Make my heart soft and receptive to your word and able to receive what you say.

Mathew 13.1-23
That day Jesus went out of the house and was sitting by the sea. 2And large crowds gathered to 
Him, so He got into a boat and sat down, and the whole crowd was standing on the beach. 3 
And He spoke many things to them in parables, saying, “Behold, the sower went out to sow; 4 
and as he sowed, some seeds fell beside the road, and the birds came and ate them up. 5 Others 
fell on the rocky places, where they did not have much soil; and immediately they sprang up, 
because they had no depth of soil. 6 But when the sun had risen, they were scorched; and 
because they had no root, they withered away. 7Others fellamong the thorns, and the thorns 
came up and choked them out. 8 And others fell on the good soil and yielded a crop, some a 
hundredfold, some sixty, and some thirty. 9 He who has ears, let him hear.” 10And the disciples 
came and said to Him, “Why do You speak to them in parables?” 11Jesus answered them, “To 
you it has been granted to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not 
been granted. 12 For whoever has, to him more shall be given, and he will have an abundance; 
but whoever does not have, even what he has shall be taken away from him. 13 Therefore I 
speak to them in parables; because while seeing they do not see, and while hearing they do not 
hear, nor do they understand. 14 In their case the prophecy of Isaiah is being fulfilled, which 
says,
‘You will keep on hearing, but will not understand;
You will keep on seeing, but will not perceive;
15 For the heart of this people has become dull,
With their ears they scarcely hear,
And they have closed their eyes,
Otherwise they would see with their eyes,
Hear with their ears,
And understand with their heart and return,
And I would heal them.’
16 But blessed are your eyes, because they see; and your ears, because they hear. 17 For truly I 
say to you that many prophets and righteous men desired to see what you see, and did not see 
it, and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it. 18 “Hear then the parable of the sower. 19 
When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes 
and snatches away what has been sown in his heart. This is the one on whom seed was sown 
beside the road. 20 The one on whom seed was sown on the rocky places, this is the man who 
hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21 yet he has no firm root in himself, but 
is only temporary, and when affliction or persecution arises because of the word, immediately 
he falls away. 22 And the one on whom seed was sown among the thorns, this is the man who 
hears the word, and the worry of the world and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, 
and it becomes unfruitful. 23 And the one on whom seed was sown on the good soil, this is the 
man who hears the word and understands it; who indeed bears fruit and brings forth, some a 
hundredfold, some sixty, and some thirty.”



A shift is a change in position, direction or tendancy. Shifts happen all the time. We see shifts in fashion, 
shifts in purchasing, shifts in technology. In Matthew 13 we see a shift in Jesus’ ministry. He transitions to 
teaching in parables. The word parable comes from the greek word transliterated (para ballo), which means 
“to throw alongside.” A parable makes a comparison between two ideas.  If we understand the parable then 
we can understand how Jesus is working in our lives. However, parables take more work to understand.  
At the beginning of this shift, Jesus tells the parable of the soils. The soil represents the heart, the seed 
represents Jesus’ teaching, and the results vary. A great question to ask ourselves is, “how do I respond to 
Jesus’ words?” Some hearts are hard. Some hearts are rocky. Some hearts are filled by worries. Some hearts 
are soft and receptive. However, we do not have the ability to change our hearts. We can change behaviors, 
we can discipline ourselves, but desires run much deeper than behavior or discipline. Changing my heart 
requires a miracle! Fortunately, Jesus can change us deeply, if we let Him. We can open ourselves to be 
changed if we open ourselves to Jesus’ words.  

Look at Jesus’ description of the four soils in Matthew 13:18-23.  Write out the four types of soils.

What causes the word to not be effective in three soils?

Think about your response to Jesus’ teaching, which soil best describes you? We are probably a bit of all four 
at times.

Spend some time asking the Lord what areas of your life where you are not being obedient to Jesus’ words.  
Make a list of actions that would bring you into obedience.

Ask the Lord to begin changing your heart to want to be obedient to Him!
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Jesus, help me to see you as the greatest good in my life. So often I try to be “good enough” to receive your smile.  I try to earn my 
way into your love by my behavior, but I know it is never “good” enough.  Help me rest on your gift of eternal life alone!

Matthew 19.16-30
16 And someone came to Him and said, “Teacher, what good thing shall I do that I may obtain 

eternal life?” 17 And He said to him, “Why are you asking Me about what is good? There is only 

One who is good; but if you wish to enter into life, keep the commandments.” 18 Then he *said 

to Him, “Which ones?” And Jesus said, “You shall not commit murder; You shall not commit 

adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; 19 Honor your father and moth-

er; and You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 20 The young man said to Him, “All these 

things I have kept; what am I still lacking?” 21 Jesus said to him, “If you wish to be complete, go 

and sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, 

follow Me.” 22 But when the young man heard this statement, he went away grieving; for he was 

one who owned much property. 23 And Jesus said to His disciples, “Truly I say to you, it is hard 

for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven. 24 Again I say to you, it is easier for a camel to 

go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.” 25 When 

the disciples heard this, they were very astonished and said, “Then who can be saved?” 26 And 

looking at them Jesus said to them, “With people this is impossible, but with God all things are 

possible.” 27 Then Peter said to Him, “Behold, we have left everything and followed You; what 

then will there be for us?” 28 And Jesus said to them, “Truly I say to you, that you who have 

followed Me, in the regeneration when the Son of Man will sit on His glorious throne, you 

also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 29 And everyone who has 

left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or farms for My name’s sake, 

will receive many times as much, and will inherit eternal life. 30 But many who are first will be 

last; and the last, first.

If you ask the average teenager in the United States today, “what do you want to be when you grow up?”, you 
will receive a variety of answers. A survey of 3,000 kids, ages eight through twelve, revealed that they desired to 
be a YouTube star more than becoming an astronaut. Why? For many, the American hero is the young, rich 
and famous. There is something alluring about that persona. Who walks up to Jesus in this passage?  A young, 
wealthy man. In the Jewish first century, just like the 21st century, the young and successful were idolized. They 
believed wealth demonstrated God’s pleasure.  If you were young and wealthy, surely you were on God’s good 
side. However, there was something missing in this young man’s life.  So, he sought out Jesus for some answers.  
He approaches Jesus politely and asks in Matthew 19:16, “what good thing must I do to inherit eternal life?” 
Jesus responds with a question that reveals the problem.  “Good” is only applied to God.  Good means 
perfect, flawless.  That is why Jesus says in Matthew 19:21, “if you want to be perfect...”  The problem the 
young man faced was that he believed he could earn eternal life.  Can I be good enough to earn it?  No.  



There are no amount of good deeds that could make this young man right in God’s sight.  Eternal Life is a 
gift that requires an eternally perfect sacrifice.  This misunderstanding is so common in our culture.  Ask the 
average person how to get to heaven, and they will likely respond (if they believe in heaven) “live a good life.”  
But, “good” is pretty broad in our culture.  God is pretty specific in what He considers “good.” His definition 
is perfection.  Perfection is impossible with men, but possible because of the God-man Jesus Christ.  

Look at Matt 19.16-19.  What does the young man want Jesus to answer for him?

Why does Jesus ask the young man to sell everything?  Do the poor get into heaven before the rich?  (No, the 
poor can sometimes see their need more easily).

The disciples were confused at this conversation.  What comfort does Jesus give them?

Eternal Life is based on Jesus’ perfect life, it cannot be earned.  Are there times when you feel like you are 
trying to earn your way to God?  Describe how.

Jesus is supposed to be our highest value.  That is part of what Jesus is asking for from this young man. Where 
in your own life do you valued stuff more than Jesus?

You are saved by grace, not by being perfect.  The disciples could ultimately trust Jesus with their future, so 
can you!


