
Catalog No. 20220703
Galatians 5:22-23

Fourth Message
Scott Grant
July 3, 2022

FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT: 
PEACE
SERIES: FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT

Galatians 5:22-23

Eugene Peterson, a pastor and professor, writes this:

Every time I move to a new community, I find a church 
close by and join it—committing myself to worship and 
work with that company of God’s people. I’ve never been 
anything other than disappointed: every one turns out to 
be biblical, through and through: murmurers, complainers, 
the faithless, the inconstant, those plagued with doubt 
and riddled with sin, boring moralizers, glamorous 
secularizers.1

How do you live with such people?

Well, Jesus wants us to live in peace with each other 
in the church. The third fruit of the Spirit in the apostle 
Paul’s list in Galatians 5:22-23 is “peace.”

Galatians 5:22-23:

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
23 gentleness, self-control; against such things 
there is no law.

The fruit of peace

The word translated “peace” not only means, 
negatively, absence of conflict but also, positively, 
wholeness or well-being.

Individuals who believe in Christ have peace with 
God, a cessation of hostilities: “Therefore, since we 
have been justified by faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. 2 Through him we have 
also obtained access by faith into this grace in which 
we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God” 
(Romans 5:1-2).

Individuals also have peace from God, human 
wholeness: “Grace to you and peace from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ, . . . ” (Galatians 1:3).

The peace of Galatians 5:22, however, is not peace in 
relationship to God but peace in relationship to others 
in the church so that it is a community of peace, marked 
not only by absence of hostilities but also by wholeness in 
relationships. As Paul says elsewhere, “Be at peace among 
yourselves” (1 Thessalonians 5:13). He’s concerned that 
the Galatians could “bite and devour one another” and 
be “consumed by one another” (Galatians 5:15).

The fruit of peace is in opposition to the works of 
the flesh, which are mostly sins that cause discord in 
the church.

Although the Spirit produces the fruit of peace in a 
community, it’s not as if we are passive observers. Paul 
encourages us to “walk by the Spirit.” If we walk by the 
Spirit, we open to the work of the Spirit, and we bear the 
fruit of the Spirit. We bear the fruit of peace.

Peace with God

First, as it concerns the fruit of peace, we as 
individuals open to peace with God and peace from 
God. Although the fruit of peace concerns peace in 
the community, peace in a community of individuals is 
based on the peace individuals enjoy with God and from 
God. Therefore, as a matter of first importance, we must 
open to God and to the peace he grants us.

Christ has enabled us to approach God as worshipers 
rather than run from him as enemies. Grace, the place 
of unmerited favor for all who believe the gospel, is the 
ground on which we stand.

As a result, in Romans 5:2, we may literally “boast.” 
We may only boast, however, that we belong to God, 
not in arrogance but in humble celebration. Paul noted 
in Romans 3:23 that “all have sinned and fall short of 
the glory of God,” but then he says that we may boast 
“in hope of the glory of God” instead of dreading the 
wrath of God. We anticipate the day when we will reign 
with Christ in the new creation, with God’s image in us 
completely restored.
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Peace from God

Jesus speaks to us, as his disciples, about peace from 
God:

—“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not 
as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts 
be troubled, neither let them be afraid” (John 14:27).

—“I have said these things to you, that in me you 
may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation. 
But take heart; I have overcome the world” (John 16:33).

Jesus calls this peace “my peace,” which is not 
like the world’s. What’s the difference? The peace of 
Jesus is a relational peace; the peace of the world is a 
circumstantial peace. We find peace, or wholeness, in 
an intimate relationship with God. This is not the kind 
of peace that crumbles when the winds of change blow.

In the face of tribulation, we can take courage, 
because Jesus has overcome, or conquered, the world. 
He defeated the world, and its ruler, Satan, through his 
crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension (John 12:31, 
14:30, 16:11). Jesus is like a conquering general who 
wins the peace after the foe is vanquished.

The victory of Jesus proves that nothing can truly 
harm us—that nothing can affect our eternal relationship 
with him. Because Jesus has defeated the world, because 
he has defeated every foe that could harm us, we should 
attach ourselves to him. We should seek to know him, 
who is the true source of peace.

Peace with God teaches us that we have no moral 
high ground to stand on. Indeed, the high ground we 
stand on is the top of the hill of Calvary, where we’re all 
equal at the foot of the cross. Peace from God teaches 
us that we don’t need anyone to be anything other than 
what he or she is because we have everything we need 
from God.

Peace with each other

First, we have peace with God and peace from God. 
Based on such peace, we do our best to live in peace with 
others, especially others in the family of God. When 
necessary, we pursue reconciliation: “Aim for restoration, 
comfort one another, agree with one another, live in 
peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you.” 
(2 Corinthians 13:11).

Christ died not only to unite us with God but also 
to unite us with each other in the church:

For he himself is our peace, who has made us both 
one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall 
of hostility 15 by abolishing the law of commandments 
expressed in ordinances, that he might create in himself 
one new man in place of the two, so making peace, 16 
and might reconcile us both to God in one body through 
the cross, thereby killing the hostility. 17 And he came 
and preached peace to you who were far off and peace 
to those who were near(Ephesians 2:14-17).

The rubber meets the road in local congregations 
where different individual, cultural, and generational 
preferences meet each other on a regular basis. Our 
preferences inevitably express themselves in our 
approaches to church, relating to each other, and living 
out our faith in the world.

With one voice

The most expansive text on living in peace with 
each other in the church is Romans 14:1-15:13. In the 
climax of the passage, Paul writes this: “May the God of 
endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such 
harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, 
that together you may with one voice glorify the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore welcome 
one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory 
of God” (Romans 15:5-7).

The gospel declares that there is one Lord, Jesus 
Christ, who unites men, women, and from all cultures 
and generations. There is also one God, one Spirit, and 
one family of God. The gospel brings us together and 
thereby declares to all creation that God is reconciling 
all things to himself, including inanimate creation.

Jesus sacrificed his life not only to reconcile you to 
God but also to make you part of a family. God’s witness 
to the world, and even to the demons, is not only what 
he has done for you but also how he unites his people. 
Christ did not die for our preferences. He died so that 
people with different preferences could unite under his 
lordship and reflect the multifaceted splendor of God 
into the world.

Personal preferences are not worthy to be compared 
to the value of God’s church, which he purchased with 
his own blood (Acts 20:28). Our preferences do not fulfill 
the law. Love fulfills the law.
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Your preferences may not be eternal, anyway. Even 
the Mosaic Law, which God gave to his people for a 
certain time, wasn’t eternal. Think how some of your 
preferences have changed over time. They suited you 
for a season, and perhaps like the law they were even 
God-given for a season.

I hated reading; now I love it. I was a sports junkie; 
now I’m a Bible junkie. I hated oysters; now I savor 
them. I loved fly-fishing; I still love fly-fishing. (Some 
tastes don’t change!) Was I wrong then and am I right 
now? No, I changed.

Welcome one another

When we glorify God together, we honor our Father, 
who wants one family that comes together under the 
lordship of Jesus Christ. When we glorify God together 
as a diverse community, the world might get the idea 
that “there is another king” (Acts 17:7).

We must therefore welcome one another into our 
lives, worshiping together, eating together, serving 
together, and playing together, in response to Christ’s 
acceptance of us, for the purpose of honoring God. Faith 
in Christ defines us more than anything else—more than 
our ethnicity, more than our age, more than our tastes, 
more than our politics.

Our culture encourages you to “find your voice.” 
It’s good to find your voice, so long as you realize that 
the goal of the church is to glorify God with one voice. 
Finding your voice, then, includes understanding 
that your voice harmonizes with others in the church. 
Moreover, if people are using their voices more to 
complain about the church than to praise God in the 
church, it’s difficult for the church to glorify God with 
one voice.

If everyone is the same, you don’t know whether the 
gospel works. If all the members of a church are from 
the same culture and the same generation, for example, 
you don’t know whether the gospel is powerful enough 
to bring different people together under the lordship of 
Christ. You don’t know whether Jesus Christ is powerful 
enough to lead his followers to live sacrificially for 
his sake.

If we’re all the same, our witness is diminished. If 
we’re different, and the gospel doesn’t unite us, we’re 
not allowing it to do its work. If it does unite us, we’re 
tasting eternity.

Is this a big deal?

In Romans 14:1-15:13, Paul is trying to help people 
in the church who have different views about food and 
celebratory days, which were hot-button issues. In so 
many words, he tells them that what they’re arguing 
about, and what could possibly divide them, is no big 
deal: “ For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating 
and drinking but of righteousness and peace and joy in 
the Holy Spirit” (Romans 14:17). Matters of personal 
preference are trivial in light of the lordship of Christ 
and the unity that he commands.

Really, in the end, how many of the things we argue 
about and divide over are no big deal? Now that I look 
back, some of the issues that loomed large for me when 
I was younger—and sometimes caused a break in 
relationship—I now consider no big deal, especially as I 
have come to appreciate the larger issues of the kingdom 
of God.

Many years ago, I played in a church softball league. 
The two top teams in the league differed on whether it 
was advisable to drink beer after a game. We competed 
on the field athletically and off the field theologically. 
In hindsight, and with a more thorough understanding 
of the Scriptures, I would critique not so much what I 
did but what I thought. I considered the brothers on the 
other team to be our inferiors.

Some years ago, I was crushed when I wasn’t chosen. 
Now, for the most part I’m fine with not being chosen 
(I think!).

Since the pandemic, I’ve used my men’s group as 
a sounding board for my sermons. In advance of this 
sermon, we debated controversial theological and 
political topics. We debated predestination vs. free 
will, Calvinism vs. Arminianism. We debated the 2020 
election. Opinions were expressed. Counter-opinions 
were expressed. And we all walked out alive!

Don’t assume motives

First, if you have an issue with someone, ask yourself 
a question, “Is this a big deal?” Second, don’t assume that 
you know another person’s motives.

Listen to Paul again: “Therefore do not pronounce 
judgment before the time, before the Lord comes, who 
will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness 
and will disclose the purposes of the heart. Then 
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each one will receive his commendation from God” 
(1 Corinthians 4:5).

For the most part, you don’t know why another 
person does what she does or holds the position that 
she holds for the simple reason that you can’t see into 
her heart. She may not even know why she does what 
she does or holds the positions she holds. The human 
heart is quite complicated: “The heart is deceitful above 
all things, and desperately sick; who can understand it?” 
(Jeremiah 17:9).

The pandemic has created all sorts of not-so-
wonderful opportunities for us to assume why people are 
doing things. Why is this person wearing a face covering? 
Do you really know? Why is that person not wearing a 
face covering? Do your really know?

If you don’t see eye to eye with your brother, know 
this: you cannot see into his heart. Therefore, give him 
the benefit of the doubt. Believe that he is seeking the 
Lord and that his heart is right before him unless proven 
otherwise. If possible, and it’s not always possible, get to 
know the brother with whom you have issues. You might 
see something in his heart that surprises you. Let him 
see your heart. After all, you’re part of the same family.

In the church, give the elders the benefit of the doubt. 
Give the worship leader the benefit of the doubt. Most 
importantly, give the preacher the benefit of the doubt!

David writes, “Behold, how good and how pleasant it 
is for brothers to dwell together in unity!” (Psalm 133:1).

Shafts of blazing beauty

Yes, Eugene Peterson has met in churches 
“murmurers, complainers, the faithless, the inconstant, 
those plagued with doubt and riddled with sin, boring 
moralizers, glamorous secularizers.” But he also writes 
this:

Every once in a while a shaft of blazing beauty seems 
to break out of nowhere and illuminate these companies, 
and then I see what my sin-dulled eyes had missed: word 
of God-shaped, Holy Spirit-created lives of sacrificial 
humility, incredible courage, heroic virtue, holy praise, 
joyful suffering, constant prayer, persevering obedience. 
I see Christ. . .2

At this church, more than every once in a while, I 
see shafts of blazing beauty. Two weeks ago, before I 
got up to preach, I saw Joey Alexander, who shared the 
story of how Christ rescued him from addiction and the 
streets. I saw six college students, part of our Summer 
Leadership Institute, who have committed themselves to 
serving Christ in this church. Last week I saw many of 
you come forward in our worship services to share with 
us how you have experienced the joy of the Lord, often 
in the middle of intense personal struggles.

In the last, month, two longtime members of our 
church went to be with the Lord: Don Burgess and 
Bob Thompson. Don devoted his life to translating the 
Scriptures into the language of a tribe in Mexico, and 
Bob lived this amazing multifaceted life in devotion to 
Christ and, in so doing, was a mentor to so many of us

In this church, I see shafts of blazing beauty. I see 
Christ.

Endnotes

1. Eugene Peterson, Leap Over a Wall (New York: HarperCollins, 
1997), 101.

2 Peterson, 101.
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