
Exodus 11:1-10

We are starting this morning by playing a little game 
together. It’s called “GOAT — The Greatest of All Time.” 
By a show of hands, I want to see who you think the 
GOAT is in several different categories. I’ll give you the 
category and two names, and I want you to raise your 
hand for who you think is the greatest of all time in that 
category.

Let’s start with some sports: 
Basketball: Michael Jordan or LaBron James
Football: Tom Brady or Jerry Rice
Tennis: Roger Federer or Novak Djokovic

Now for some other categories: 
Car Maker: Henry Ford or Elon Musk
Best Actress: Meryl Streep or Audrey Hepburn
Musical Artist: Taylor Swift or Michael Jackson

Thanks for playing my little game. Have you ever 
wondered what it would be like to be the best in the 
world at something? As a kid, I used to dream about 
what it would be like to be Roger Federer. What would 
it be like to be the best tennis player in the world? What 
would it take to get there? What would it be like to be 
at the top?

Very few people will ever know what that is truly like. 
But there are many more people who think they know 
what that is like because many people believe themselves 
to be the greatest of all time when they, in fact, are not. 
Someone may come to mind for you right now. We have 
a description for some who think they are best when 
they are not. We say they have a “God complex”—an 
over-inflated yet unwavering confidence in their skills, 
abilities, accomplishments and value. Maybe more 
people are coming to mind now. 

A person with a God complex might be after many 
different things: fame, prestige, power, and wealth. But at 
the end of the day, we could summarize all these things 
under one word: glory. The person who is convinced 
that they are the greatest of all time, or the person who 

is obsessed with becoming the greatest of all time, is on 
the search for glory.

Most of us here will never be the greatest of all time 
in anything we do. But that doesn’t mean that we are not 
also seeking glory. There is still something inside us that 
is seeking glory—something that wants to be noticed by 
others, to be impressive, to be better than others. Each of 
us seeks our own glory in one way or another.

We will pick up our study in the Book of Exodus 
this morning. As we made our way through the first 
ten chapters, we met a man who thought he was the 
GOAT. His name was Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, and 
he was obsessed with his own glory. Not only was he the 
leader of the most powerful nation in the world—and, 
therefore, the most powerful man in the world—he was 
also revered as a god. In the Egyptian pantheon, Pharaoh 
was a deity—one of the gods—and he demanded worship 
due to a god. He was obsessed with his own glory.

Last week, we looked at the first nine plagues in 
Exodus 6-10. We saw in those plagues that God was 
demonstrating his greatness over Pharaoh, over Egypt, 
over nature, and everything. This morning, we will 
look at Exodus 11, where a tenth and final plague is 
threatened. As we do, we will see what God plans to do to 
humble Pharaoh and claim the glory that is rightfully his.

God is not done working

Exodus 11 resumes where Exodus 10 left off. Moses 
is talking with Pharaoh after the ninth plague has 
happened. Pharaoh has just refused once again to let 
the people go and has even threatened to kill Moses if 
he ever sees him again.

Exodus 11:1-3:

The LORD said to Moses, “Yet one plague 
more I will bring upon Pharaoh and upon 
Egypt. Afterward he will let you go from 
here. When he lets you go, he will drive you 
away completely. 2 Speak now in the hearing 
of the people, that they ask, every man of his 
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neighbor and every woman of her neighbor, for 
silver and gold jewelry.” 3 And the LORD gave 
the people favor in the sight of the Egyptians. 
Moreover, the man Moses was very great in the 
land of Egypt, in the sight of Pharaoh’s servants 
and in the sight of the people.

This scene is a bit of a flashback. The narrator is 
reminding us of what God has already said. The verbal 
form used at the beginning, when the Lord said to 
Moses, is better translated here as “had said.” Indeed, 
way back in Exodus 4:23, before any of the plagues 
began, God said that he would kill Pharaoh’s firstborn 
son if he refused to let his people go. In 3:22, God told 
his people that they would be given silver and gold from 
the Egyptians on their way out of Egypt. Now, after the 
first nine plagues left Pharaoh stuck in the hardness of 
his heart, refusing to let the people go, the narrator says 
to us: Don’t forget. God said this would happen. God is 
not done working yet.

Sometimes we need that reminder, don’t we? 
Sometimes we need to remember that the story is not 
done, and God is not done working yet. 

A year and a half ago, I had a friend who lost her 
husband suddenly and unexpectedly as he was sleeping 
one night. His death was totally unexpected, and he left 
his wife behind with their two sons, two and five years 
old at the time. 

As you can imagine, the last eighteen months have 
been challenging beyond words for this family. In 
addition to her own grief, my friend is trying to help her 
children grieve as well. As adults, we have some tools to 
help us grieve, but when you are a young child, it is so 
hard to grieve well. No child should have to grieve the 
loss of a parent at six years old.

As you would expect from any six-year-old who has 
experienced such deep tragedy, this grief played out in 
various ways, including some significant behavioral 
issues. As I talked with my friend, she was lamenting 
how unfair it is that, though her pain is so deep, she can 
at least process it as an adult, whereas her son cannot. 
He is just stuck in his grief, with his pain spilling out in 
all kinds of unhealthy ways.

Over the course of the conversation with my friend, 
the Lord gave us this invitation: Can you trust me with 
the whole story? This chapter might seem hopeless. This 
chapter might be full of pain and loss and anger and 
destruction. But this is just one chapter. I am God, not 

just in this chapter but in the whole story. Can you trust 
me with the whole story?

Maybe you are going through a chapter full of pain, 
loss, and grief. You may find yourself in a place where 
it is hard to see the light at the end of the tunnel, where 
hope feels elusive, if not impossible. Know this: God is 
not done working. Your story is not yet finished. God is 
still up to something. Can you trust him with the whole 
story?

Moses and the people of Israel were learning to trust 
God with the whole story. But this chapter of pain and 
grief was dominated by one man: Pharaoh. At this point, 
everyone else wants to see God’s people go. The Hebrews, 
who once didn’t trust Moses, are ready to go. After 
suffering through nine terrible plagues, the Egyptian 
people want God and his people out of the land. 

At this point, Pharaoh stands alone in opposition to 
God and his plans for his people. Why? We have read 
multiple times throughout the narrative that Pharaoh’s 
heart is hard. The narrator describes this in different 
ways, though. Sometimes, he says that God hardened 
Pharaoh’s heart. 

Sometimes the narrator says that Pharaoh hardened 
his own heart. And sometimes, he says that Pharaoh’s 
heart was hardened. As Scott Grant said last week, it 
seems God is allowing Pharaoh to be his most authentic 
self. And who is Pharaoh, really? What is Pharaoh’s 
greatest desire? To glorify himself. Pharaoh wants people 
to worship him. Pharaoh wants people to sing his praises, 
to bow down before him. Pharaoh wants everyone to 
acknowledge that he is the greatest of all time. But God 
will not tolerate this any longer. 

God will win the glory

Moving from his reminder of what God had said 
earlier, the narrator takes us back to the conversation 
between Pharaoh and Moses. Pharaoh has just told 
Moses to get out and promised to kill him if he sees him 
again. To that, Moses responds.

Exodus 11:4-7: 

So Moses said, “Thus says the LORD: ‘About 
midnight I will go out in the midst of Egypt, 5 
and every firstborn in the land of Egypt shall 
die, from the firstborn of Pharaoh who sits on 
his throne, even to the firstborn of the slave 
girl who is behind the handmill, and all the 
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firstborn of the cattle. 6 There shall be a great 
cry throughout all the land of Egypt, such as 
there has never been, nor ever will be again. 
7 But not a dog shall growl against any of the 
people of Israel, either man or beast, that you 
may know that the LORD makes a distinction 
between Egypt and Israel.’

If we just picked up the story here, we might be 
tempted to think that God is being unjust, but he is not. 
Pharaoh is being treated justly. Egypt is being treated 
justly. Not only had Egypt been oppressing Israel for 
400 years. Not only had Pharaoh treated them harshly 
and unjustly. Pharaoh also ordered his people to hunt 
down and kill all of the Hebrew baby boys in chapter 1, 
and as far as we know, they were happy to comply. God 
is doing to Pharaoh and Egypt what they had already 
done to his people.

This act of vengeance and retribution against Egypt is 
also the very act that will lead to freedom and deliverance 
for God’s people. This tenth plague, as horrific as it will 
be for Egypt, is an act of mercy and compassion toward 
the people of God. God has heard their cries. He has 
remembered his covenant, and he is about to deliver 
them.

God is acting with justice and mercy. But God is 
doing more than that as well. He is winning glory for 
himself. This language becomes more prominent in the 
following few chapters, but let’s look at what the New 
Testament says about these events.

Romans 9:14-17:

What shall we say then? Is there injustice 
on God’s part? By no means! 15 For he says 
to Moses, “I will have mercy on whom I have 
mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I 
have compassion.” 16 So then it depends not on 
human will or exertion, but on God, who has 
mercy. 17 For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, 
“For this very purpose I have raised you up, 
that I might show my power in you, and that 
my name might be proclaimed in all the earth.”

This is what God told Pharaoh back in Exodus 9. He 
said, Pharaoh, I know you think you are great, but you 
are only great because I have allowed you to be great. And 
I have allowed you to be great so that I might show the 
world that I am that much greater!

The apostle Paul continues in verse 21.

Romans 9:21-23:

Has the potter no right over the clay, to make 
out of the same lump one vessel for honorable 
use and another for dishonorable use? 22 
What if God, desiring to show his wrath and 
to make known his power, has endured with 
much patience vessels of wrath prepared for 
destruction, 23 in order to make known the 
riches of his glory for vessels of mercy, which 
he has prepared beforehand for glory—

Still alluding back to Pharaoh, God says, I have 
endured him with much patience. God hated what 
Pharaoh was doing to his people. God’s heart broke over 
the way that his people were suffering. And yet, God 
waited to intervene until the exact right time—when he 
would receive the most glory.

In God’s sovereignty, he allowed Pharaoh to persist 
in his wickedness. He allowed Pharaoh to cling to his 
status, to hold on to his glory until the right moment 
came for God to step in and show the world that he 
truly is the greatest of all time — that he is the one who 
deserves all the glory.

Do you ever wonder why God hasn’t answered a 
prayer that you have been praying for years? My aunt 
was diagnosed with Multiple Sclerosis when she was a 
young adult. I was in elementary school at the time. For 
years, we prayed that God would heal her. For years we 
watched as her condition continued to get worse. She 
died just before her 50th birthday. Eight hundred people 
came to her memorial. At that service, all 800 people 
heard the story of a woman who loved Jesus with her 
whole heart, and all 800 people heard the good news of 
the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Reflecting back on this, my grandpa would often say, 
with tears in his eyes, “I don’t know why God decided 
to take her from us so soon, but if even one of those 
800 people came to know Jesus through that service, it 
would have been worth it. Who am I to question God.”

I have prayed many unanswered prayers. I am sure 
you have as well. Prayers for physical healing. Prayers 
for relational healing. Prayers for justice. Prayers for 
provision. I can’t tell you why God hasn’t answered those 
prayers. But what I can tell you is this: God is working 
all things for his glory and for our good if we love him. 
God hears those prayers. God feels your pain. And God 
is still on the throne. He may not choose to step into your 
specific situation and answer your prayer in the way you 
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are hoping, but he will work things out such that we are 
reminded—and that the world comes to know—that this 
story is not about us. It is about him. He is the king, and 
all glory belongs to him.

Pharaoh could not live with that reality. Pharaoh 
would not take himself off the throne of his own life. 
Still, that did not stop God.

Every knee will bow

After God tells Pharaoh through Moses that his son 
is about to be taken from him, God mentions one more 
thing that will happen as a result. 

Exodus 11:8:

And all these your servants shall come down 
to me and bow down to me, saying, ‘Get out, 
you and all the people who follow you.’ And 
after that I will go out.” And he went out from 
Pharaoh in hot anger.

In this plague, God says, I will bring you and your 
people to your end. And they will come and bow 
down before me, not in worship, but in desperation; in 
acknowledgement that they have nothing left, no more 
moves. They will beg me and my people to get out.

It’s quite an image, isn’t it? The Egyptian masses 
bowed down before God, begging him to leave them 
alone.

We see a similar language picked up in Philippians 2. 
There, Paul tells us that after Jesus humbled himself to the 
point of death, God exalted him above every other name. 

Philippians 2:10-11:

So that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow, in heaven and on earth and under 
the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father.

One day, every knee will bow before Jesus. All those 
living and all those who have died. Every knee will bow 
before Jesus and acknowledge that he is who he said he 
was—the Savior, the Messiah, the King of the world. 

Every knee will bow. But like the Egyptians, not every 
knee will bow in worship. Some will bow, acknowledging 

Jesus as the true Savior of the world, and say, “I want 
nothing to do with you. Leave me alone.” 

It is of this idea that C.S. Lewis said, “The gates of 
hell are locked from the inside.”1 One day, the reality of 
God’s glory, which will be fully revealed in Jesus when 
he returns, will so overwhelm people’s minds that they 
will not be able to deny the fact that God is indeed the 
King of Kings and Lord of Lords. But, hear this: though 
God might overwhelm their minds with the truth, he will 
not overpower their will. Each and every person must 
choose to humble themselves before Jesus, to admit that 
they are not the king of their own lives, and to receive the 
gift of grace and life that Jesus so desires to give them. 

One day, we will all bow before Jesus. We will all 
acknowledge that he is Lord. For some of us, that will 
be the best moment of our lives. For others, we will say, 
God, I don’t want anything to do with you. And he will say, 
Okay. If that’s what you want, that is what you can have.

Let’s not wait until that day to bow down. Let’s do it 
now. Let’s humble ourselves before Jesus and place our 
faith in him so that we might experience all the blessings 
he so desperately wants to share with us.

Hungry for God’s glory

Pharaoh never got there. His heart was so hard 
towards God. This is summarized for us again.

Exodus 11:9-10: 

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Pharaoh will 
not listen to you, that my wonders may be 
multiplied in the land of Egypt.” 10 Moses and 
Aaron did all these wonders before Pharaoh, 
and the LORD hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and 
he did not let the people of Israel go out of his 
land.

Pharaoh’s heart was hardened. He chose his path, 
and his fate was sealed. He was too full of himself, too 
obsessed with his own glory, to be able to see what 
everyone else had acknowledged by this point: God is 
god, and I am not. God deserves the glory, and I do not.

We are made to bring God glory. The Westminster 
Confession says, “What is the chief end of man? To 
glorify God and to enjoy him forever.”2 We are made to 
glorify God. We are made to experience an abundant life 
that only comes from knowing him, from being made 
new in him. 
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Are you hungry for God’s glory? Is your primary 
goal in life to glorify God and enjoy him forever? Do 
you pray that God would empower you to live this kind 
of life? Or are you content to sit on the throne of your 
own life? Are you too caught up in your own quest for 
glory, success, meaning, and self-fulfillment? Are you 
too caught up with yourself to see the glory of God and 
be drawn into a life of bringing him more glory?

Even the most Christ-like among us will find 
ourselves seeking our own glory from time to time. 
Maybe a lot of the time! Yet, we know that it is possible 
to become less full of ourselves and more full of God. It 
doesn’t happen by just coming to church more, reading 
our Bibles, or praying more. It is a whole-life kind of 
thing.

This is why Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians 10:31: 

So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever 
you do, do all to the glory of God.

In all that we do, we have an opportunity to bring 
God glory. In our work, we can be full of ourselves, or 
we can be full of the Spirit. In our relationships, we can 
be full of ourselves, or we can be full of the Spirit. In our 
hobbies, our cooking, our struggles, and our pain, we 
can be full of ourselves or full of the Spirit. 

Oh God, would you empty us of ourselves and fill us 
with your Spirit and a hunger for your glory.
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