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I returned from an incredible trip to Israel a week 
ago with about 30 other people from Peninsula Bible 
Church. We had a great time being in a place where 
God chose to do some incredible things. At one point, 
we visited the Wailing Wall or the Western Wall of the 
Temple Mount in Jerusalem. It is a holy site for Jews to 
go pray at because it is the closest they can get to the spot 
on Earth where their temple, and specifically the Holy 
of Holies, used to stand.

That particular spot on the planet is fraught with 
religious significance. It’s the site of the First Temple, 
built by Solomon around the 10th century BC. It’s the 
site of the Second Temple, built by Zerubbabel in the 
6th century BC and later expanded by Herod in the 1st 
century BC. There’s a traditional Jewish belief that the 
dust from that place was used to create Adam. Muslims 
believe it’s the spot where Mohammed ascended to 
heaven. The current Dome of the Rock, including the 
surrounding courtyard is the largest mosque in the world 
and the third holiest site in Islam.

What is it about that place? Is that spot of rock on 
the planet Earth really more spiritually significant than 
any other? Plenty of people seem to think so.

Why the obsession with place? If God is infinite, if 
God is everywhere, if God fills the whole Earth as the 
Bible says, why do people care so much about one single 
place?

This morning we’re kicking off a four-week Advent 
series on the importance of the physical things in our 
lives. We are beginning a journey that will end on 
Christmas Day with the celebration that Jesus Christ 
was born a man in the city of Bethlehem over 2000 years 
ago. That event is the turning point in human history. At 
that moment, all of humanity learned something new 
about this creation. 

Theologians call that moment the Incarnation—
when God became flesh. We learn a lot about God and 
his world from the Incarnation. One of the things we 
learn is that God cares about this Earth and his physical 

creation in deep and powerful ways. The Earth is not just 
an arbitrary place for the real work of spiritual growth to 
happen. This physical place is important. So we’ll spend 
these four weeks thinking about The Things of Earth. 

This morning we are beginning by thinking about 
place. You might call this a theology of place. You could 
call it an explanation of why I feel so called to the Bay 
Area. You could consider it an invitation to rethink how 
you value the places that you go. I’ve titled this sermon 
“The Power of Place.” 

I have a simple goal this morning. I want to help 
us think about how God uses places for his purposes. 
Then I want to invite us to think about how God intends 
to use us in this particular place or whatever place 
you find yourself. Ultimately, I want to convince you 
of something. I want to convince you that God has a 
purpose for you in this place. I won’t pretend to know 
what that is. But I want you to know that God has a 
calling for you. 

To do that, I will suggest a simple theological 
framework to understand the power of place. Then we’ll 
unpack that for ourselves by thinking about where we 
find ourselves and who we are. I will leave you with an 
invitation to explore this more for yourself.

God cares about places

We’re going to start at the beginning. God’s first act in 
the opening scene of the story of our world is significant. 

Genesis 1:1:

In the beginning, God created the heavens 
and the earth.

What do you notice? What is the first thing that 
God does? Before he creates a human being; before he 
creates life itself; before he creates light or weather or 
the land or the ocean; God creates a place. This story 
that we are living begins when God creates a place: the 
heavens and the earth.
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I was a little upset when I first realized this. If I’m 
honest, to some extent, I always assumed that the story 
began with us. We are the main characters in the drama 
of God’s creation, aren’t we? So shouldn’t we be there at 
the beginning of creation? 

I’m the youngest of three children. My brother is 
five years older, and my sister is six years older. Now 
and then, my family would reminisce about something 
that happened before I was born. They wouldn’t quite 
call those days “the good old days,” but sometimes I 
wondered how they really felt. Those conversations 
always caught me by surprise. It didn’t make sense to 
me that my family existed before I was in it. But that’s 
the truth. 

In the same way, the story of the Bible opens with 
the creation of a place before there were people to fill 
it. The place comes first. The place also comes last. The 
story of the Bible ends by talking about place as well. 

Revelation 21:1-2:

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for 
the first heaven and the first earth had passed 
away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the 
holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of 
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned 
for her husband.

The story of the Bible begins and ends with a 
place. In some sense, it’s the same place; there is some 
connection in using the same words: heaven and earth. 
But in another sense, it is a new place. The apostle John 
records seeing a new heaven and a new earth. 

The whole story of the Bible has to do with this place 
that God made. The heavens and the earth created in all 
their glory. But then, the place was damaged by sin, so 
God devised a plan to fix it. Most of the Bible describes 
God’s work to fix this place that he made. 

You might summarize the Bible this way: The Bible 
is a story about a particular place created, damaged, 
saved, and restored. That’s pretty much the whole story.

Except that it isn’t. The Bible isn’t just a story about 
a place; it’s also a story about a people. Very soon after 
God created this beautiful place, he began to fill it with 
people. Listen to how that’s described in Genesis 2. 

Genesis 2:10-11, 15: 

A river flowed out of Eden to water the 
garden, and there it divided and became four 
rivers. 11 The name of the first is the Pishon. 
It is the one that flowed around the whole land 
of Havilah, where there is gold.

The LORD God took the man and put him 
in the garden of Eden to work it and keep it.

The author of Genesis makes it clear that this wasn’t 
just any place. It was a specific place: where one river 
became four rivers. Then we hear that God takes a person 
and puts him in this place for a particular reason. “The 
LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of 
Eden to work it and keep it.” This person had a purpose 
for the place he was put in. God gave the man a job to 
do in the place where he put him. 

Here is our summary of Genesis 1 and 2: God 
creates a place and then puts a person in that place for 
his purpose.

As the story in the Old Testament continues, we see 
the same thing on a much larger scale. Not only does 
God put a person in his place, but he also puts an entire 
people in their place.

Exodus 32:34a:

But now go, lead the people to the place 
about which I have spoken to you; behold, my 
angel shall go before you.

You might say that this is what God does. He takes 
people and puts them in places for his purposes. If we 
keep reading throughout the Old Testament, we find this 
happening on almost every page. Over and over again, 
God takes a person or a people and puts them in a place 
because he has specific purposes he wants to accomplish. 
God puts people in certain places for his purposes.

There is a dangerous idea floating around in our 
culture. We are starting to think that place doesn’t matter, 
especially since the pandemic and increased remote 
work. I’ve heard many people say, “It doesn’t matter 
where I live anymore. I can work anywhere.” We are 
becoming more and more disconnected from the places 
where we find ourselves. We can do anything anywhere, 
so place doesn’t seem to matter anymore.
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That is a dangerous lie. Let me assure you: it matters 
where you live. It matters where you work. The place you 
find yourself is important. It’s part of God’s plan for you. 

God’s purposes, place, and people come together 
throughout Scripture. We saw it in Genesis 2: God took 
Adam and put him in the garden in order to work it and 
keep it. We see it throughout the Old Testament: from 
Joshua to the judges to David and beyond. We’ll see it on 
Christmas Day: God sent his son to the earth to bring 
salvation to all who would believe in him. 

Over and over again, God’s purposes come together 
around certain people in a particular place. 

If that’s true, then let’s consider how that might apply 
to us. First, we’ll think about our place. Then we’ll think 
about who we are as a people, having been put here. 

We are in a unique place

We’ve established a simple theological framework, 
so let’s unpack it for us. We’ll start with place. We live in 
a unique part of the world. 

But before thinking about our place, let’s talk about 
the place where Jesus was sent. God chose to send Jesus 
to first-century Israel—a unique time and place. There 
are probably many reasons, but let’s consider how that 
place served God’s purposes. Shortly after Jesus was 
raised from the dead, he told his disciples to wait for 
him in Jerusalem. Then he gathered them together and 
spoke to them about their mission. 

Listen to what Jesus said 2000 years earlier in that 
place.

Acts 1:8: 

“But you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”

Jesus gathered his disciples in Jerusalem. He told 
them that the gospel would spread out from there. He 
told them their mission would lead them to spread out. 
One side note: interestingly, the garden of Eden was 
created in a place where the river spread out in four 
directions. Now the resurrection happens in a place, and 
Jesus said it would spread out in four directions as well. 

Jerusalem was located at the crossroads of the world. 
No other place on Earth features the close intersection 

of three continents. It was a perfect place for a message 
to spread in all directions. 

Politically, Jesus’ resurrection happened during a 
time when The Roman Empire was in control of that 
region. Rome was known for its Pax Romana—the peace 
of Rome. Because of the relatively stable environment of 
the Roman Empire, people from different areas of the 
world could interact safely, and ideas could be spread.

In fact, the Romans had created a road system 
consisting of over 50,000 miles of safe travel throughout 
the ancient world. One historian said that “in many 
ways the Roman roads were the empire.”1 It was on these 
roads that the gospel spread from Jerusalem to Judea and 
Samara to the ends of the earth.

Jerusalem’s geography, politics, economics, and 
culture meant that the gospel could spread quickly from 
that place to the world. We might conclude that God 
used Jerusalem’s particular place under Roman control 
for his purpose of spreading the gospel. 

What does that mean for today?

Consider this observation from a tech journalist.   

Silicon Valley is the new Rome of our time, meaning a 
place in the world that ends up deciding how a lot of the 
rest of the world lives. No matter where you lived on the 
planet Earth, when the Roman Empire started to rise, 
it had plans for you one way or another, through your 
legal system, or your language, or culture, or something 
else. The Roman Empire was coming for you.

Silicon Valley is that for our time. It’s the new Rome 
[in] that you can’t live on planet Earth and be unaffected, 
directly or indirectly, by the decisions made in this 
relatively small patch of [the world].2

Silicon Valley is the new Rome of our time. 

We live in a part of the world that influences everyone 
on the planet. Facebook claims almost half of the world’s 
population as users. Apple and Google make products 
that are used across the globe. Tesla has transformed 
the auto industry. The list of companies headquartered 
here is staggering: HP, LinkedIn, VMWare, Cisco, Zoom, 
Adobe, Netflix, Broadcom, and on and on. 

In the ancient near East, the Roman Empire was 
coming for you. In our world today, Silicon Valley is 
coming for you. We are conquering the world.
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On top of the incredible influence of this area, there 
is affluence and diversity. Santa Clara County is the 
third wealthiest county in the United States.3 We have 
incredible financial means. In addition, over 100 distinct 
languages are spoken in Santa Clara County.4. I’m not 
sure I could even name more than a dozen languages, 
but we have 100 spoken in our backyard. Over 50% of 
residents speak a language other than English at home.

This is our place. This is the particular place and 
the particular moment in time where God has chosen 
to put us.

I’m not suggesting that our place is more important 
than any other place on earth. I’m not saying we have 
more value because of our influence and wealth, and 
diversity. I’m simply pointing out what is unique about 
the particular place where we live. These things aren’t 
true everywhere, but they are true here.

Even if none of this was true, even if there was 
nothing unique at all about this place, it is still the place 
where you find yourself. For better or for worse, for 
richer or poorer, for another day or a lifetime, you are 
here in this place.

While you’re here, pay attention to this place. 

What does it mean to pay attention to this place? 
What might that look like? 

How about some of the following questions:

• How would you describe the spiritual climate 
of this place?

• How aware are people in this place of their 
spiritual need?

• What things do people look to in order to meet 
that spiritual need?

• What are the main obstacles to people putting 
their faith in Christ?

Please take time this week and pay attention to this 
place that you are in. Ask the Spirit to help you to notice 
something. Maybe it’s something about yourself. Or 
about the people you interact with. Perhaps it’s a problem 
or an opportunity? 

We started by thinking about how God’s purposes 
involve certain people in specific places. Then we talked 
about this unique place that we all find ourselves in at 

this moment. Now let’s talk about us. How are we called 
to this place? 

How are we called to this place

Almost ten years ago, we were notified that the 
property immediately adjacent to our lot was going to be 
put on the market to be sold. We didn’t know how we’d 
use the property, but we made the opportunity known to 
the congregation. A sizable sum was pledged in a short 
time, but not quite sizable enough. We made an offer, 
but someone else got the lot. 

But God had other plans. The whole process made 
us realize that this church is willing to invest in our 
property. We briefly considered selling this lot and 
moving to a less expensive commercial property that 
we could convert into a cool building. But then we had 
a powerful moment. Someone in an elders meeting said, 
“I think God has put us here in Palo Alto for a reason.” 
And everyone agreed immediately. It seemed that the 
Spirit had spoken. 

So we began a project to invest in the property here 
at 3505 Middlefield Road. The goal of this project was 
to update our facilities to continue to be a flexible and 
effective space for ministry in the future. That project 
spanned four+ phases over the better part of seven years. 
Except for a few small finishing touches, it’s mostly 
complete. The future is here. 

Now we ask ourselves again why God put us, 
Peninsula Bible Church, here on Middlefield Road.

We might think about a story in the Bible where 
a young Jewish woman asked this very question. She 
found herself in a unique position of world influence as 
the queen to a Persian king. God’s people were in exile 
and faced a significant threat to their well-being. She 
had the chance to take a risk and intervene. Here’s what 
her cousin said to her in Esther 4.

Ester 4:14:

For if you keep silent at this time, relief and 
deliverance will rise for the Jews from another 
place, but you and your father’s house will 
perish. And who knows whether you have not 
come to the kingdom for such a time as this?

Who knows whether we have come to Silicon Valley 
for such a time as this?
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How are we called to this place? Why has God put 
this group of people in this place? What are his purposes?

I can’t tell you for certain why God put us here, but 
I can share what I pray for regularly. I see a place where 
people worship a wide range of false gods. They are 
obsessed with accomplishments, careers, changing the 
world, educating their kids, and so many other things. 
The problem with false worship is that it never delivers 
what you want from it. So people are anxious, angry, 
disappointed, lonely, overwhelmed, and everything else.

Yet we know a God who sacrificed the life of his son 
so that the whole world could experience the fullness of 
life. We know about salvation and transformation and 
community and meaning. 

I pray almost every day for God to connect the deep 
spiritual need of the Bay Area with the rich spiritual 
wealth of these followers of Jesus. We live in a crossroads 
of the world. People from all over the world come here. 
Our technology goes out to all the corners of the world. 

What if God has placed us here for such a time as 
this?

We are called to participate in God’s plans for this 
place. 

God could put us anywhere. But at the end of the 
day, he chooses to put us somewhere. And many of you 
are here.

Don’t fall prey to the idea that where you live doesn’t 
matter. That couldn’t be farther from the truth. The place 
you live matters. The place where you work matters. The 
places where you spend your time all matter. Somehow, 
God has put you in places for his purposes. Don’t ignore 
them. Join in. 

I don’t claim to know God’s purposes for the 
somewhere where God has put you. But I do know that 
he has a purpose. I know that he deeply desires to see 
all people come to know his saving love. My suggestion 
for you is simple. Pray about how God might be calling 
you to participate in his plans for this place. Approach 
that prayer with an open mind. 

Who knows whether we have come to Silicon Valley 
for such a time as this?

Conclusion

At the beginning of this message, I showed a picture 
of a very special place on Earth: the wailing wall in 
Jerusalem. We’ve talked about how important places are 
to God’s plan in this world. First-century Jerusalem was 
the perfect place for the gospel to spread out to the world. 
Twenty-first-century Silicon Valley is a perfect place for...
whatever God’s purposes are. That’s the question we’re 
left with. God has a purpose for us in this place. It’s up 
to us to discover it.

I hope you’re excited about that. It’s an incredible 
privilege that the God of the universe would put us in 
places to be used according to his purposes. That may 
be your neighborhood, your workplace, your school, or 
something else entirely. But as we pay attention to place 
and consider our role, we can live out God’s purposes.

As for us here at Peninsula Bible Church, we have 
an exciting season ahead of us. We have a strong 
team of people, an incredible facility, a rich history of 
faithfulness, the power of the Word of God, and a mature 
body full of devoted Christ followers. I can’t wait to see 
what God’s purposes for us are. Together, let’s explore 
what God’s plans are for this unique place. 
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