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Mayor DeBoer opened the meeting at 7:00pm and led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Others Attending are: 

Council: Justin Ferguson, Ken Rockeman, and Linda Brunckhorst were present.  Leonard Woehler was 

absent. 

City Attorney: Jim Lippert 

City Staff: Nadine Stosich, Clerk/Treasurer, Kris Novotny, Public Works Director 

City/County Staff: Sheriff Alan Ronneberg, Page Dringman, City/County Planning 

Public: Barbara Selk, Mike Shirley, Angela Selby, Raymond Porter, Clifford Brophy, John Holifield, Travis 

West 

Press: Chelsa Nickell 

Councilman Ferguson gave the Invocation. 

Councilman Rockeman moved to approve the minutes for the Regular City Council meeting of 2/22/22, 

seconded by Councilwoman Brunckhorst.  Motion carried by unanimous vote of the Council present. 

Sheriff Ronneberg reported that the calls for service were actually down to 71 so far for the 
year.  For the month of February, there were 213 complaints made, 14 cases opened, and 22 
citations written.  Within a 48-hour period, they opened 4 cases involving juveniles.  Sheriff 
Ronneberg ordered 10 new body cameras in June but received an email last week that said they 
haven’t been shipped yet and the ETA is unknown.  He also reported that he is backed up a 
couple of years on vehicle rotations due to shortages that seem to be happening across the 
nation.      
 
Kris Novotny, Public Works Director, reported that the contractors for the water rehab project 
were given notice to proceed today.   They plan to start digging bores tomorrow on Everett 
Street under the state right-of-way and then on Railroad Street.  Our Public Works Department 
is responsible for hauling the spoils off site, so their schedules will be a little different in order 
to have someone available from 7:00am to 5:30pm as this will be the daily schedule for the 
contractors.  There will be a progress meeting at City Hall every Tuesday morning at 10:30 for 
the duration of the project.  Kris was asked by the Council to contact MDT to ask about putting 
a cross walk across the highway on Bramble Street.  He did so and their answer was no. Kris 
then told the Council about a federal surplus program that is run by the state.  He would like to 
purchase a 955 John Deer diesel tractor for $8475 that will come with a mower, front end 
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sweeper, and a snow blower attachment and has 95 hours on it.  He will pay for it with money 
that is budgeted in the sewer capital improvement fund. 
 
The bids for the 98 Ford Ranger were opened today at 1:00pm.  There were nine bids with 
Justin Ferguson having the highest one of $2007.00.  Councilwoman Brunckhorst moved to 
approve the bid of Justin Ferguson for $2007.00 for the 98 Ford Ranger, seconded by 
Councilman Rockeman.  Motion carried with Councilmen Rockeman and Brunckhorst voting 
Aye and Councilman Ferguson voting Nay. 
 
Councilman Ferguson moved to adopt Resolution #1007, A RESOLUTION REQUESTING 
DISTRIBUTION OF BRIDGE AND ROAD SAFETY AND ACCOUNTABILITY PROGRAM FUNDS, 
seconded by Councilwoman Brunckhorst.  Motion carried by unanimous vote of the Council 
present. 
 
Clifford Brophy, the County DES/911 Coordinator, explained that a multi-hazard mitigation plan 
is required of all municipalities and counties that receive federal funding, which we do.  Every 
five years that plan needs to be updated.  We started this update in 2018 and it is finally ready 
to be adopted.  Councilwoman Brunckhorst moved to approve Resolution #1008, A 
RESOLUTION ADOPTING SWEET GRASS COUNTY MULTI-HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN, seconded 
by Councilman Ferguson.  Motion carried by unanimous vote of the Council present. 
 
Mayor DeBoer read Ordinance #490 for the first time.  Councilman Rockeman moved to accept 
the first reading of Ordinance #490, AN ORDINANCE ENACTING A CODE OF ORDINANCES FOR 
THE CITY OF BIG TIMBER, MONTANA, seconded by Councilwoman Brunckhorst.  Motion carried 
by unanimous vote of the Council present.   
 
Page Dringman, from the City/County Planning Office explained the Deerfield Ranch Subdivision 
and annexation plans (maps and pictures were included in the Council packets).  Travis West, 
from Engineering West out of Columbus, attended representing the applicant and John Holifield 
attended representing the owner.   This planned unit development will include 10 buildable 
residential lots, 21 storage units, 32 residential units, and a STEP (Septic Tank Effluent Pumping) 
sewer system. The planning board will have a public hearing to review the subdivision, the PUD 
application, and the conditional use for the zoning on March 29 at 5:30pm in the annex meeting 
room.  Page would like to see Council representation at the hearing as the annexation part of it 
will be discussed.  Jems Holdings (owners of the purposed project) want to provide affordable 
housing and are planning to sell all of the units initially.  
 
Mayor DeBoer asked to table the Crazy MT Dog Park discussion as he is waiting for more 
information that should be available within the next couple of weeks. 
 
Mayor DeBoer spoke with Tom Schriver, the Commandant for the Legion, and discovered that 
the city took control of the Dugout in 1946 through a land transfer.  The Legion got the 
property on 3rd Avenue in exchange for the property on 8th Avenue.  There were no donations 
or stipulations involved with the trade.  He is asking the Council to come up with policy on how 
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the Dugout can be used in the future.   A local licensed Daycare is asking for permission to rent 
the Dugout every weekday morning throughout the summer.  Jim Lippert and the Mayor will 
come up with an agreement that will need to be signed by both parties, the city and the 
daycare.  The Council decided that any civic, non-profit organization will be able to use the 
facility free of charge and that all other uses are permitted for a $50 rental fee for a full day and 
$25 for half day.  There will also be a $50 cleaning deposit and a $10 key deposit.  Councilman 
Ferguson moved to adopt the dugout use policy, seconded by Councilwoman Brunckhorst.  
Motion carried by unanimous vote of the Council present. 
 
Councilman Rockeman moved to approve the lifeguards for the 2022 swim season, seconded 
by Councilman Ferguson.  Motion carried by unanimous vote of the Council present. 
 
City Clerk, Nadine Stosich asked the Council for permission to only pay the charges on the 
Republic Services bill that are validated by a weigh scale ticket.  Jim will review the contract to 
make sure this won’t be an issue and then report back at the next meeting.    
 
The Labor Management Committee (Councilmen Rockeman and Brunckhorst) met with Kris and 
Nadine regarding the employee health insurance.  Right now, the city provides each employee 
$670 per month.  With the increase of insurance premiums, the committee would like to 
increase that amount to $800.  Each employee will have several BCBS plans to choose from, and 
Becky Todisco will be the new agent.  Councilman Rockeman moved to increase the deferred 
compensation amount to $800 and to use Blue Cross Blue Shield as the carrier, seconded by 
Councilwoman Brunckhorst.  Motion carried by unanimous vote of the Council present.   
 
Public Comment: Raymond Porter, Sweet Grass County Chamber of Commerce Executive 
Director, discovered that the Montana Downtown Association in Billings is bringing in a guest 
speaker to their convention named Charles Marohn.  He is a civil engineer who started an 
organization called “Strong Towns”.   Raymond would like to know if there is any interest in 
bringing him to Big Timber on Wednesday, April 6th to meet with the Community Foundation, 
the Chamber of Commerce, and City representatives to learn more about his organization, 
specifically historic downtowns and help prioritize the improvements that can and need to be 
made in our historic downtown.   
 
Councilman Ferguson moved to approve the claims, payroll and overtime for the month of 
February 2022, seconded by Councilwoman Brunckhorst.  Motion carried by unanimous vote of 
the Council present. 
 
There being no further business to go before the Council, Councilman Rockeman moved to 
adjourn the meeting at 8:40pm, seconded by Councilman Ferguson.  Motion carried by 
unanimous vote of the Council present. 
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______________________    

Greg DeBoer, Mayor                                                                                        

 

 

 

  ATTEST:                      

 

 

_____________________________    

Nadine Stosich, Clerk/Treasurer 


