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Mayor DeBoer opened the Regular City Council Meeting at 7:00pm and led the group in the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

Others Attending are: 

Council: Justin Ferguson, Linda Brunckhorst, Ken Rockeman, and Leonard Woehler (via phone call). 

City Staff: Kris Novotny, Public Works Director, Hope Mosness, Clerk/Treasurer, Jacque Scott, Library 

Director 

City/County Staff: Alan Ronneberg, County Sheriff, Lana King, Planning Board 

Public: Pat Hansen, Barbara Selk, Mark Staples, Angie Moen 

Press: Chelsa Nickell 

Councilman Rockeman gave the Invocation. 

Councilwoman Brunckhorst moved to approve the minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting from 

July 18, 2022, seconded by Councilman Ferguson.  Motion carried by unanimous vote of the Council. 

Sheriff Ronneberg reported that there were 431 complaints, 19 cases opened, and 55 citations written 

in July. He noted that one stop created 5 cases and 8 citations.  Between June and July 2022, 20 felony 

cases were opened.  A lot of time is being spent investigating those cases.  The Sheriff’s Department has 

had some vehicle issues.  They are working on getting more vehicles, but the wait time is approximately 

two years. Councilman Rockeman asked how our number of felony cases compare to other counties 

around us.  Sherriff Ronneberg noted that our county usually has very few cases, but now we are 

catching up to the other counties.  

Public Works Director, Kris Novotny, reported that the Public Works Department has had a lot of 

equipment breaking down.  Everything has been fixed and back in service.  The department has been 

very busy with projects.  The water system is using about 800,000 gallons per day.  There is still a lot of 

locates happening.  The new lead and copper rules from the federal government require a complete 

inventory of known service lines as well as the property owners’ lines. There should be no lead lines in 

our system.  There are over 960 services that will need to be inventoried. It must be done by October 

2024.  Kris is trying to find out how galvanized lines will be classified.  He is also looking into whether the 

city will be required to replace the homeowners’ lines if needed.  Grant funding may be available to help 

with the cost. The remote sewer meter display has been installed to read sewer flows.   On August 10,, 

2022 they will have a Vactor sewer jet truck available for the day to look at, use, and demo.  He invited 

the City Council and Mayor to come take a look, ask questions, and see how it works.   The Bramble 

Street concrete project is stalled for now and will not be done until Spring.  The contractor will visit 
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sometime next week to give an estimate on the cost to do the concrete work. Street patching has been 

going on as time permits.  Alleys are being built up due to wash out from flooding.  Bids were opened 

today on the Ford 2000 Tractor and the 1986 Mack Dump Truck.  Approval of those bids will be on the 

agenda for the next meeting.  There was one bid for the tractor at $1350 and one bid for the dump truck 

at $1002. 

Mark Staples reported that the fence on the property that he is leasing from the city was damaged in 

the flood.  He asked the city to help clean up and fix the fence.  Councilman Rockeman cited from the 

lease agreement and stated that he feels it is a city issue.  Mayor DeBoer agreed.  His horses are not on 

the property right now.  The cleanup will require heavy equipment. Kris Novotny will check to see if the 

backhoe can get back there to clean it up.  Kris will meet with Mark on Friday to evaluate what is needed 

to clean up.  They plan to make a burn pile on site.  Mark would like to see a barb wire fence put in with 

an electric wire across the top.  Councilman Rockeman volunteered to go along and assess the situation.  

Councilman Ferguson made a motion to table the repair on Mark Staples leased ground until we 

evaluate it, seconded by Councilman Rockeman.  Motion passed by unanimous vote of the council. 

Angie Moen presented the City Council with a proposal for insurance for Crazy Mountain Dog Park that 

meets the city’s requirements. They sent the insurance quote to Jim Lippert, City Attorney, and he 

recommended that the City Council accept it.  Angie Moen stated that the policy is not in place yet, and 

the Dornix Board has not voted on it yet.  The City Council would like to move forward and get the police 

in place.  Once the insurance policy is in place, the locks can be taken off and Crazy Mountain Dog Park 

can open.  Angie Moen says the lease still needs to be signed by the attorney.  The City Council still 

needs to approve the new lease.  Once the insurance policy is shown to the City Attorney, Crazy 

Mountain Dog Park can open.   

Hope Mosness, City Clerk/Treasurer presented the Pledged Securities Quarterly Report. Councilman 

Ferguson made a motion to approve the Second Quarter 2022 Pledged Securities Report, seconded by 

Councilwoman Brunckhorst.  Motion passed by unanimous vote of the council. 

Hope Mosness presented the Audit Agreement that was the only one received from the Request for 

Proposals advertised.  Councilman Rockeman questioned what needed to be approved by the state.  

Hope answered that once the City Council approves, it will be sent to the state to sign and approve the 

contract. Councilwoman Brunckhorst made a motion to approve the contract for three years with 

Amatics as presented, seconded by Councilman Woehler.  Motion carried by unanimous vote of the 

council. 

Hope Mosness presented an addendum to the Library Service Agreement with the City.  It was needed 

to show that the City would be providing the insurance, not MMIA (see attached addendum). 

Councilman Rockeman moved to approve the Addendum to Service Agreement and Memorandum of 

Understanding Between the City of Big Timber and the Carnegie Public Library Board of Trustees, 

seconded by Councilman Ferguson.  Motion carried by unanimous vote of the council. 

Mayor DeBoer opened the Public Hearing at 7:39 pm. 

Lana King presented a Zone Amendment request in the from Byron Shackelford in the Highway Business 

Zoning Districts to allow Food Processing Plants as a conditional use application.  The Sweet Grass 

County Planning Board had a meeting on June 28, and there was no public comment at that time.  
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Councilman Ferguson heard that it has been cancelled, but Lana says she has not heard anything so she 

is moving forward with the amendment.  She presented the information in the Zone Text Amendment.  

Councilman Rockeman asked how this change in zoning would affect the rest of the businesses in that 

district.   Lana King said it won’t change anything or affect them.  She said everything that is existing now 

would be grandfathered in.  Mayor DeBoer asked if Mike Shirley was included in that, and she said not 

yet because they don’t have an ordinance in place yet.  But that should be done in the next month.  

They are not changing anything else, but just adding “food processing” into the existing Highway 

Business zoning as a conditional use. Councilman Ferguson would like to follow the recommendations of 

the Planning Board. Councilman Woehler agrees.  Councilman Rockeman agrees it is a good text change 

and will help improve and may attract other businesses to Sweet Grass County.  Lana King said they will 

still review each application on a case-by-case basis. The City Council still needs to have a second 

reading and then vote and sign the ordinance.  Then there is a 30-day waiting period for it to take effect. 

Councilman Ferguson made a motion to close the open public hearing regarding this zoning change from 

the planning office, seconded by Councilwoman Brunckhorst.  Motion carried by unanimous vote of the 

council. 

Councilman Rockeman made a motion to approve the Zone Amendment request to allow food 

processing plants in the Highway Business District as a conditional use application, seconded by 

Councilman Woehler.  Motion carried by unanimous vote of the council. 

Lana King also presented a Zone Change application from Byron Shackelford for a meat processing plant 

in Highway Business Zoning District at 21 Bramble Street as a conditional use application.  She presented 

the information in the packet.  Lana King says she has not heard from Mr. Shackelford, so she is 

proceeding with the application.  Councilman Rockeman asked if we must wait until the ordinance has 

been read before we move forward with this item.  Councilman Rockeman made a motion to table the 

request from Mr. Shackleford for the Conditional Use Application until the next regular meeting, 

seconded by Councilman Woehler.  Motion carried by unanimous vote of the council. 

Public Comment:  None 

Council Concerns: 

Mayor DeBoer presented information about the Sweet Grass High School Volleyball Team wanting to do 

a 5k Community Run as a fundraiser for the volleyball team on August 20, 2022.  Jim Lippert, City 

Attorney, was contacted by Hope Mosness about insurance being required and he said that because 

they were running on public roads, no insurance would be required. 

Mayor DeBoer presented a letter for state licensing for Mike Shirley stating that he is approved to do 

business for medical marijuana in the city limits. 

Councilwoman Brunckhorst asked Kris Novotny if the metal slide in Lions Club Park had been looked at. 

She would like it checked to see if it is a hazard.  Chelsa Nickell said the online poll consensus was to fix 

it.  Councilwoman Brunckhorst would like Kris’ opinion on what needs to happen.  Councilman Woehler 

commented that the slide’s temperature is too hot in the summer to slide down and needs some sort of 

shade structure.   
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Councilman Ferguson would like an update on access to video footage at the transfer site.  Patrick Watts 

from Republic told Mayor DeBoer that they are still working on getting access.  Councilman Ferguson 

stated that branches are still being dumped in the grass pile.   

Councilwoman Brunckhorst asked if the credits on Republic bill were accurate.  Hope Mosness reported 

that yes, they are getting better.  

Kris Novotny asked about getting a backup generator for the shop due to power outages.  Councilman 

Woehler asked about getting an estimate on the cost for one.  Kris is looking into it.    

Councilman Ferguson moved to approve the claims, payroll, and overtime for the month of July 2022, 
seconded by Councilman Rockeman.  Motion carried by unanimous vote of the Council. 
 
There being no further business to go before the Council, Councilwoman Brunckhorst moved to adjourn 
the meeting at 8:08pm, seconded by Councilman Woehler.  Motion carried by unanimous vote of the 
Council. 
 
                                                                                
 
______________________     

 Greg DeBoer, Mayor                                                                                        

 

ATTEST:                     

 

 

 _____________________________    

 Hope Mosness, Clerk/Treasurer 
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