
 

September 19, 2022, Budget Work Meeting and Regular City Council Meeting 

Public Hearing and Regular City Council Meeting 

Carnegie Library 

September 19, 2022 

 

Mayor DeBoer opened the Regular City Council Meeting at 7:00pm and led the group in the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

Others Attending are: 

Council: Justin Ferguson, Linda Brunckhorst, and Leonard Woehler, with Ken Rockeman absent. 

City Attorney: Jim Lippert  

City Staff: Hope Mosness, Clerk/Treasurer, Kris Novotny, Public Works Director 

Press: Chelsa Nickell 

Public: Kathy Jones, Chad Hanson, Meggen Whalin, Bill Warwick, Barbara Selk, Raymond Porter, Mary Jo 

Ames, Cherrlynn Riekert, Norene Brown, JV Moody, Clifford Brophy, Angie Moen, Kayane James, Bud 

Pile, Dan Groshens, and Mark Stephens 

Councilwoman Brunckhorst gave the Invocation. 

Councilwoman Brunckhorst moved to approve the Regular City Council Meeting of September 6, 2022, 

seconded by Councilman Woehler.  Motion carried by unanimous vote of the Council present.  

Meggen Whalin asked the Council for the PTA to use the Lions Club Park on Wednesday, Oct 12, 2022, 

from 7am-3:30pm for the Big Timber Grade School annual Fun Run Fundraiser.  They have been doing 

this for the last few years. She presented the insurance needed for this event. Councilman Ferguson 

made a motion to allow the PTA to do their Fun Run again this year at the city park, seconded by 

Councilwoman Brunckhorst.  Motion carried by unanimous vote of the Council present. 

Angie Moen, President of Friends of Dornix Park, stated that they found insurance for the dog park with 

a company in Columbus and she sent it to City Attorney, Jim Lippert.  Jim Lippert said the insurance was 

acceptable and now Friends of Dornix Park would like to move forward in getting the Dog Park 

reopened.  They have been doing some maintenance on the dog park and have plans to do more.  Jim 

stated that the Friends of Dornix Park Board is waiting for council approval on the insurance before they 

will sign the addendum.  Jim presented the addendum to the lease in the Council Packet that states the 

insurance requirements.  The Board will sign the lease addendum once the insurance and addendum are 

approved by the City Council. The lease is a 10-year lease. Jim Lippert explained that the Friends of 

Dornix Park signed the lease to take over Crazy Mountain Dog Park previously and this addendum to the 

lease adds in the insurance requirements.  He would like the mayor to sign it on behalf of the city and 

then send it to the Friends of Dornix Park Board.  Jim also stated that two separate motions are needed; 

one to approve the insurance and then one to approve the lease addendum.  Councilman Woehler 

made a motion to approve the insurance quote as proposed for the Crazy Mountain Dog Park, seconded 

by Councilman Ferguson. Motion carried by unanimous vote of the Council present.  Councilman 
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Woehler made a motion to approve the first addendum to the lease dated September 5, 2017, and have 

Mayor Greg DeBoer sign off on it, seconded by Councilwoman Brunckhorst.  Motion carried by 

unanimous vote of the Council present.  Angie asked what still needs to happen before the dog park can 

open.  Jim said once they receive the binder on the insurance, the dog park can open.  Jim will let Public 

Works Director Kris Novotny know when he can open it up.   

Jim Lippert presented the on-call contract from Great West Engineering. The Council had previously 

voted to have Great West act as their on-call engineer.  Jim Lippert wanted the council to have a chance 

to review it and ask questions before it gets signed.  Jim has reviewed it and doesn’t see any issues.  

Chad Hanson from Great West Engineering stated the contract is just for the term contract.  There is no 

money attached to the contract.  It just puts them under contract so they can do future projects with 

the city.  Councilman Ferguson asked why items in the contract were crossed out.  Chad says they use a 

template under copyright and can’t remove items but can only cross them out. However, if it is 

underlined, then it is language they have added in.   Councilwoman Brunckhorst asked on page 6 items 

H, I, and J, asked why that language is there and how does it work?  Chad says they must walk a fine line 

because the contract is between the city and contractor that is hired.  Great West can help, but they 

don’t have any true authority.  They can do construction management and observe, and make sure we 

are getting our money’s worth.  But, if something is wrong with the contractor, it should be handled 

through Kris Novotny, Public Works Director.  They can collaborate with the contractor but not 

supervise them. Councilwoman Brunckhorst asked if a seven-year term contract is typical.  Chad stated 

the term is usually 5-7 years, but there is no limit or law on a certain term.   Jim Lippert did point out 

that there is an escape clause for both parties.  Chad says the city is not limited to only using Great 

West, but by having them as an on-call engineer it saves time. Councilwoman Brunckhorst made a 

motion that we approve the Great West On-Call Engineer Contract as presented, seconded by 

Councilman Woehler. Motion carried by unanimous vote of the Council present. 

Kris Novotny presented the information to do the water tank project from Great West Engineering. The 

city received ARPA money as well as ARPA money from Sweet Grass County.  We were turned down for 

additional grant money so it would require an SRF loan to pay for the rest of the project.  Kris stated that 

the other option would be to use those ARPA funds to replace mainline throughout the system.  

However, we will need to get county approval to keep the ARPA money they contributed if we switch 

projects.  Councilwoman Brunckhorst asked if there was potential for loan forgiveness.  Chad stated that 

loan forgiveness is possible and if approved it would be 50% on the first million or $500,000.  Chad said 

Crystal from Great West ran some numbers and if we get a $2 million loan, it would be about $15 per 

month raise on water rates.  If we got the loan forgiveness, then it would be about an $11 per month 

raise.  JV Moody asked if we would have to reapply for the funds.  Chad said no matter which project we 

choose we need to reapply for the Minimum Allocation Grant Funds, and the deadline is November 1, 

2022.  Mayor DeBoer asked how critical the tank project is as far as emergencies or expansion.  Kris 

stated this is very critical for fire flows and for future expansion.  Councilman Ferguson would like to find 

out what direction the county would like to take with their ARPA money before we decide.  Chad said 

they could put together a proposal to see how much mainline the city could do that would not require a 

loan.  JV said the county has not had enough time to talk about it. The county has already committed 

$616k for the project.  The county would like to work together, but they need some time to look at it 

and vote.  Great West will do the application process for us.  Councilman Woehler thinks it would be a 

wiser choice to replace mainline rather than the water tank at this point.  Councilman Ferguson agrees 
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and feels that a $15 per month increase in water rates is too much.  Mayor DeBoer would like us to wait 

until the county decides. No motion will be made tonight. Kris would like to see a meeting between the 

County, Water Committee, and Great West.  Chad would like to see it happen within the next two weeks 

so it can get approved at our first meeting in October so they can have time to reapply for the grant 

applications.  An MCEP grant could be a possibility for the water tank project in the Spring of 2024.  

Councilman Ferguson asked if loan forgiveness was a sure thing.  Chad replied that no, it is not a sure 

thing, we have to apply for it and meet certain criteria.   

Mayor DeBoer opened the public hearing on the Fireworks Ordinance at 7:33 pm. 

Public Comment on the Fireworks Ordinance –Kathy Jones, Chelsa Nickell, Mary Jo Ames, Dan Groshens, 

Bill Warwick, Bud Pile, Pam James, and Barbara Selk all spoke in favor of amending the Fireworks 

Ordinance.  The opinions ranged from banning fireworks completely, banning just explosives like M80 

and M100’s, or shortening the time frame from July 3rd-5th to July 4th only.  One statement from C Lee 

Brunckhorst was read and he was in favor of amending the ordinance from three days to one day only.  

Arguments for amending the ordinance were that three days is too long, there is too much trash not 

being picked up, and there was also concern for the elderly and pets.  Raymond Porter and Bill Warwick 

would like to see fireworks only allowed in a common place such as the soccer fields or fairgrounds. JV 

Moody and Mayor DeBoer agreed that it would be unsupervised and a potential for injury doing it in a 

common place.  Mark Stephens spoke against amending the ordinance and would like to see it stay from 

July 3-5th, 24/7.  He wants people to be able to celebrate Independence Day. Mayor DeBoer said the key 

is finding the balance between celebrating the 4th of July and meeting the needs of all individuals. 

Councilman Woehler asked how we move this forward.  Jim Lippert says we need to draft a proposed 

amendment to the ordinance.  He also said we can’t make a motion tonight, due to it not being on the 

agenda, but the council will do that at the next meeting.   

Mayor DeBoer closed the Public Hearing on the Fireworks Ordinance at 8:03pm. 

Council Concerns:  Councilwoman Brunckhorst asked if there is any information from the letters sent out 

about the campers and trailers.  Hope Mosness said we need to contact Lana King as she is the one who 

sent out the letters.  Councilman Woehler asked about the flooding problems that arose from the heavy 

rainfall.  Kris Novotny stated that he is working with the citizens to fix some of the problems. 

Councilman Ferguson asked what kind of options there are for the bears that are getting into the 

garbage around town. Sherriff Ronneberg stated they are trying to chase them away.  Fish, Wildlife, and 

Parks (FWP) is aware, but hasn’t done anything yet to try to trap them.  Sheriff Ronneberg says it’s been 

a couple of days since there have been any reports, but Councilman Ferguson stated that sometime last 

night they were behind the Catholic Church.  JV Moody said to contact the City of Red Lodge to see what 

they do to mitigate their bear problem.  Sheriff Ronneberg says there have been a couple of close calls 

with citizens and bears so he will continue to contact Derrick at FWP. 

Public Comment: Raymond Porter from Sweet Grass County Chamber of Commerce stated the 

Halloween Parade will happen on October 31st.  He thanked Public Works for the use of Lions Club Park 

for the Farmer’s Market and Brewfest this year. They ran the market for nine Fridays and it was an 

amazing season.  Sophie Barta took over as Market Master replacing Lois Huffman.  JV Moody asked 

Raymond and Kris, on behalf of the SGHS Booster Club, if there are extra flag holders for the flags they 

put up for Homecoming.  Raymond says he has extra he can share with them. 
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Councilman Woehler moved to approve the summary of payroll and overtime for August 1, 2022, 
through August 31, 2022 and the claims for the second half of August 2022, seconded by Councilman 
Ferguson.  Motion carried by unanimous vote of the Council present. 
 
There being no further business to go before the council, Councilwoman Brunckhorst moved to adjourn 
the meeting at 8:15pm, seconded by Councilman Ferguson.  Motion carried by unanimous vote of the 
Council present. 
 
 
                                                                                
 
______________________     

 Greg DeBoer, Mayor                                                                                        

 

ATTEST:                     

 

 _____________________________    

 Hope Mosness, Clerk/Treasurer 
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