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Mayor DeBoer opened the budget public hearing at 6:30pm and led the group in the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

Others Attending are: 

Council: Justin Ferguson, Linda Brunckhorst, and Leonard Woehler.  Ken Rockeman was absent. 

City Attorney: Jim Lippert 

City Staff: Hope Mosness, Clerk/Treasurer, Kris Novotny, Public Works Director 

City/County Staff: Alan Ronneberg, County Sheriff, Lana King, City/County Planning Board 

Public: Mike Shirley, Angela Selby 

Press:  

Councilman Ferguson gave the Invocation. 

Budget Public Hearing – no public comment was made.  Councilwoman Brunckhorst had questions 

about several items in the budget.  Hope Mosness, City Clerk/Treasurer will do research to find answers 

to present at the next City Council Meeting. 

Councilman Ferguson made a motion to close the Budget Public Hearing, seconded by Councilman 

Woehler. Motion carried by unanimous vote of the Council present. 

Mayor DeBoer opened the Regular City Council Meeting at 7:08pm. 

Councilman Ferguson moved to approve the minutes of the Budget Work Meeting and Regular City 

Council Meeting of August 15, 2022, seconded by Councilwoman Brunckhorst.  Motion carried by 

unanimous vote of the Council present. 

Sheriff Ronneberg reported that there were 411 calls, 17 cases, and 24 offenses for the month of 

August. The Department is sending one of the deputies to an internet training on opening Facebook 

investigations and more ways to improve those investigations.  The Department is trying to order a new 

Ford SUV for next year.  Two new sex assault investigations have been opened.  Our County uses the 

treatment court in Park County, but Sheriff Ronneberg is trying to present to the judge that there is a 

need for it in Sweet Grass County.  There are currently four county residents in treatment court. One will 

graduate in 2-3 months, one is being revoked today, and the other two just started.  This would make it 

easier and more accessible to those who need to attend. Mayor DeBoer asked what it would take to get 

it set up in our County.  The County would need Southwest to open an office here in town and staff it.  

Mayor DeBoer suggested looking at “Angel Money” from the State of Montana and approach Southwest 
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Chemical to possibly help get treatment court to Sweet Grass County.  Councilman Woehler is 

concerned about Meth use in the town and asked what is specifically being done about it? He brought 

up a specific case and the results of that case and after some discussion with Sheriff Ronneberg, 

Councilman Ferguson called for a point of order.  Councilman Woehler stated that he still wants to know 

what is being done for the meth use and how to get it out of Big Timber.  Councilman Ferguson 

questioned if this was the proper forum to discuss this.  Councilman Woehler will bring it up during 

Council Concerns.   

Public Works Director, Kris Novotny, stated that water usage has gone up a bit.  There was a water leak 

on McLeod on Saturday, August 20th, but it was fixed.  They have completed all their annual water 

testing and all the results came back good. They also did all the copper and lead testing, and all tests 

were passed.  Water service will not be installed in the Hart Street subdivision until next week due to 

staffing issues.  Two sewer backups occurred this month due to grease.  It had to be reported to the 

DEQ.  The business was educated on how to dispose of the grease, and it was cleaned up and fixed. 

Water has been put on Bramble Street to help with the dust. Kris met earlier this month with a company 

to get a curb and gutter proposal for Bramble Street.  He should be able to do the project in 2-3 days. 

Kris would like to do a request for proposals for design build on site.  Jim Lippert, City Attorney, says that 

will work.  Public Works has been hauling asphalt for patching and overlays.  

Kris Novotny presented a proposal to purchase a vactor truck.  The total on page 4 had to be increased 

by $5345 because the 2023 chassis models are no longer available.  It will have to be a 2024 model.  Kris 

would like to purchase this from Joe Johnson Equipment.  He has worked with many of the employees 

and says they have great customer service. He talked about some of the features of the truck and how it 

would be a great asset for the city and the employees.  Councilwoman Brunckhorst asked why we need 

to purchase it as opposed to hiring someone to do these jobs.  Kris says we use our current jetter 

regularly, but he still has to call in someone to do a thorough cleaning of the sewer lines with a camera 

every 2 years for about $25,000-$30,000.  Councilwoman Brunckhorst asked how will the city pay for it? 

Kris showed that all the money has been set aside in this year’s budget.  The cost will be split between 

water, sewer, and streets. Councilman Ferguson asked if there are neighboring communities that could 

hire out our unit and maybe let others use it. Kris said that was a possibility and says it can be used a lot 

for different projects.  Kris restated that it is already in this year’s budget.  Councilman Woehler is 

concerned about spending that much in this year’s budget especially if something happens to the 

nation’s economy.  Jim Lippert asked about the possibility of a lease to own option.  Kris said that is an 

option but doesn’t have that information. He will look into it.  Kris did state that if we wait until next 

year, the cost will go up. The bid is only good for 30 days. Mike Shirley commented that it was a lot of 

money.  Councilman Woehler moved to put this off until next year’s budget, seconded by Councilwoman 

Brunckhorst.  Motion carried by unanimous vote of the Council present. 

Lana King, City/County Planning Board presented an application for a zone amendment change for the 

property located at 6 Busha Street from the R-2 Zone to Highway Business which would then make the 

whole block Highway Business.  Public comment at the public hearing was in favor of the proposed 

change.  She presented the information in the packet.  The county unanimously approved it.   

Councilwoman Brunckhorst made a motion to approve the zone change for Mike Shirley, physical 

address, 6 Busha Street from R-2 to the Highway Business, seconded by Councilman Ferguson.  Motion 

carried by unanimous vote of the Council present.  
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Hope Mosness asked the City Council to approve adding a Visa card to the current Sky Federal Credit 

Card account for Animal Control.  This will make it easier for the Animal Control Officer to purchase 

needed supplies without having to be reimbursed.  Councilwoman Brunckhorst asked why she needs a 

Visa if she can buy her supplies locally and does not like the idea.  Mayor DeBoer pointed out that 

sometimes it is needed for things that are not available locally.  The mayor also pointed out that we 

trust our other employees to use their Visa cards. Councilwoman Brunckhorst asked how the statements 

are reconciled.  Kris Novotny stated that a Credit Card Claim Form is filled out and turned in with the 

receipt.  Hope Mosness stated that she gives budget reports to each department, so they know what 

has been spent.  Councilman Woehler made a motion to approve a Visa card for Animal Control, 

seconded by Councilman Ferguson.  Motion carried by unanimous vote of the Council present.   

Hope Mosness presented the Triangle Capital Credits to the council to either accept or not accept to 

participate in the credit account balance offer.  Hope Mosness stated that some years the Council has 

taken the credits and other years they haven’t.  Credits, if taken, would go back into the general fund.  

Mayor DeBoer stated that the credit’s full amount only goes to your heirs, but because the city has a 

perpetual life, it would be better to take them.  Jim Lippert agreed and said the only advantage to not 

taking it this year is that next year they might offer a little more.  Councilman Ferguson made a motion 

to accept the discounted offer from Triangle Communications on all the capital credit accounts, 

seconded by Councilwoman Brunckhorst.  Motion carried by unanimous vote of the Council present. 

Public Comment: Jim Lippert said that Friends of Dornix Park found an insurance quote and he will look 

at it and wants to give the council a heads up.   

Council Concerns: Councilman Woehler would like to see something done to head off the meth use in 

Big Timber.  Sheriff Ronneberg says we need to do prevention work.  There is an SRO program that was 

started three years ago that is working towards prevention.  We have a new prevention program 

specialist now funded from federal and state grants.  She is working with the SRO, schools, community 

health and working with multiple counties.  In the end it’s an individual choice and if they choose to do 

it, they will find a way to get it.  Sheriff Ronneberg says they are trying, but still have to work within the 

law and gave examples of the difficulty of that. He restated that education and prevention are the key 

and that is what they are focusing on.  Councilman Woehler said parents need to be involved and can 

we do prevention and education with parents.  Sheriff Ronneberg said this year they will send out a 

letter to parents of school children and get them more involved. He also spoke of the rising use of 

Fentanyl. Councilwoman Brunckhorst asked if the dog park was open and the mayor answered, “no.” 

Councilman Ferguson would like speed limit signs on Boulder St from Frosty Freeze to Highway 191. He 

was passed by another driver and feels that signs would help with the Sheriff’s Department being able 

to pull over those cars.  Sheriff Ronneberg said it doesn’t matter if there are signs or not.  It is a statutory 

speed limit. Councilman Woehler agreed that it is a problem. 

Councilwoman Brunckhorst asked if we are going to adjust the budget after tonight’s meeting.  Hope 

Mosness stated that the budget needs to be approved by Thursday, but an adjustment could be done 

later if needed.  Councilman Ferguson also stated those items could be left in the budget and then just 

not spend the money.  Councilwoman Brunckhorst moved to approve RESOLUTION #1011, A 

RESOLUTION TO ADOPT THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2022-2023, and set the mill levy at 142, 

seconded by Councilman Woehler.  Motion carried by unanimous vote of the Council present. 
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Councilman Ferguson made a motion to approve the claims, for the first half of August 2022, seconded 
by Councilwoman Woehler.  Motion carried by unanimous vote of the Council present.  Councilman 
Ferguson pointed out that overtime and payroll can not be approved because it is not on the agenda.  
Hope Mosness will put it on the agenda for the next meeting.  
 
There being no further business to go before the Council, Councilman Woehler moved to adjourn the 
meeting at 8:30pm, seconded by Councilman Ferguson.  Motion carried by unanimous vote of the 
Council present. 
 
                                                                                
 
______________________     

 Greg DeBoer, Mayor                                                                                        

 

ATTEST:                     

 

 

 _____________________________    

 Hope Mosness, Clerk/Treasurer 
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