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Mayor DeBoer opened the Budget Work Meeting at 6:00pm and led the group in the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

Others Attending are: 

Council: Justin Ferguson, Linda Brunckhorst, Ken Rockeman, and Leonard Woehler 

City Attorney: Jim Lippert  

City Staff: Hope Mosness, Clerk/Treasurer, Patti Duval, Deputy Clerk/Treasurer, Jacque Scott, Library 

Director, and Lana King, City/County Planning Board 

Public: Nancy Snyderman, Negel O’Connor, Mike Shirley, Angela Selby, Raymond Porter, Romey James, 

Bill Warwick, Mike Duval, and Gail Burmeister  

Press: Leigh Suel 

Councilman Woehler gave the Invocation. 

A discussion was held to determine the number of mill levies that would be assessed by the City of Big 

Timber.  Hope Mosness presented the Mill Levy Determination Form along with copies of the 

Preliminary Budget for discussion.  Budget adjustments were made to the Animal Control, Library, and 

Liability Insurance budget.  After discussion by the members of the City Council, Mayor DeBoer opened 

the meeting for public comment.  No public comment was made, and it was decided by the Council to 

take 142 mills for FY 2022-2023.  The final budget and mill levy adoption will be publicized and then 

presented for a vote on September 6, 2022.   

Councilman Ferguson moved to adjourn the Budget Work Meeting, seconded by Councilwoman 

Brunckhorst.  Motion carried by unanimous vote of the Council.   

Mayor DeBoer opened the Regular City Council Meeting at 7pm. 

Councilman Rockeman made a motion to approve the Regular City Council Meeting of August 1, 2022, 

seconded by Councilman Woehler.  Motion carried by unanimous vote of the Council. 

Hope Mosness presented the bids for two pieces of equipment sold by the city.  The 1986 Mack Dump 

Truck received one bid for $1002 from Craig Anderson and the 1976 Ford 2000 Tractor received one bid 

for $1350 from Daniel Sanders. Councilman Rockeman stated to everyone at the meeting that the 1986 

Mack Dump Truck is not working.  Councilman Woehler made a motion to approve the bids for the 1986 

Mack Dump Truck and the 1976 Ford Tractor, seconded by Councilman Ferguson.  Motion carried by 

unanimous vote of the Council. 

Lana King from the City/County Planning Board presented the Zone Amendment in the Highway 

Business District.  Mayor DeBoer did the second reading of the proposed amendment.  Councilman 
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Rockeman made a motion to approve the second reading of Ordinance No. 491, seconded by 

Councilwoman Brunckhorst.  Motion carried by unanimous vote of the Council. 

Patti Duval, Deputy City Clerk/Treasurer asked the council to consider increasing the penalty rate for late 

utility bill.  She stated that our rates are very minimal compared to the amount of work that is needed 

for the past due accounts.  She has to send out late notices through email and regular mail.  She also has 

to notify Public Works who then has to place shut off notices on citizens’ doors and then shut off any 

delinquent accounts. She presented information from other cities in Montana and the rates they charge 

for late utility accounts.  Right now, the City of Big Timber only charges 0.8333% on accounts that are 30 

days past due.  She would like to see us increase our penalty fees to 10% or $10 flat fee for the past due 

accounts. She explained how we send out our bills and said for August there were 37 delinquent 

accounts that she had to send past due notices to.  Councilman Woehler agreed with the idea and would 

like to see a $10 flat fee but asked about making sure that any late fees on rental properties would be 

directed to the renter and not the owner.  Patti explained that the bills do go to both the renter of the 

property as well as the owner, because ultimately the owner is responsible for the bill.  City Attorney, 

Jim Lippert asked for specific amounts so that it would be clear to the council.  Patti responded that it 

would be a $10 flat fee for over 30 days past due and then another $10 for 60 days past due.  She also 

stated that 40 days past due is when they send a shut off notice.  Patti stated that in July they collected 

$197 in late fees and delinquency fees for many hours of work.  Councilman Woehler asked how the 

customers would be notified of the late fee changes.  Patti said she can put something on the actual 

billing cards and in the email bills that are sent to each customer.  We can also put a public notice in the 

paper and put it on the city website.  Councilman Ferguson asked Jim Lippert about advance notice 

being given.  He responded that a 30-day notice would be acceptable.  Councilwoman Brunckhorst 

asked if we have the ability to look at people’s situations and give some grace for extenuating 

circumstances. Patti said yes, we can do that. Councilman Ferguson made a motion to institute a $10 

late fee on city utility bills, seconded by Linda Brunckhorst.  Motion carried by unanimous vote of the 

Council. 

Nancy Snyderman asked the City Council for approval to paint lines for pickleball courts on the existing 

tennis courts at Lions Club Park.  There is a group of citizens that play pickleball on Wednesday evenings 

and Sunday afternoons at the Civic Center. She says they have anywhere from 8-20 people ranging in 

age from 15-85 years old that come to play pickleball.  They bring their own courts to set up. They have 

three indoor courts, but only one outdoor court is marked for Pickleball.  She would like to have three 

outside courts marked.  She feels it will benefit the community in many ways.  They’ve raised outside 

funds for it and would like permission to paint the courts.  She feels they would be marked in a way that 

would not be obtrusive to those who play tennis.  They also would not interfere with regularly 

scheduled tennis times.  She said she has reached out to some of the tennis players in town to see if 

they would object to this and they knew it would be brought up at the City Council Meeting.  Jim Lippert 

is concerned because the Big Timber Tennis Association paid to resurface the court and would like to 

make sure that they approve the pickleball courts.  Councilman Ferguson would like to see a letter from 

the Big Timber Tennis Association approving this change.  Councilman Woehler agreed.  The city will 

draft a letter to have the association sign. 

Raymond Porter, Executive Director of Sweet Grass County Chamber of Commerce spoke on the 

upcoming Brewfest which will be August 19, 2022, from 4:30-8:30.  They will provide copies of the 

liability insurance they obtained to have on file.  This year’s Farmer’s Market has been going well.  Lois 
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Huffman is no longer heading the Farmer’s Market. Sophie Barta is now the Market Master. Trying to 

get more volunteers involved.  For Brewfest they checked the Lions Club Park, so they won’t damage 

any water lines.  Sherriff Ronneberg approved the safety plan. 

Council Concerns: Councilwoman Brunckhorst would like to revisit the city’s fireworks ordinance on the 

second meeting in September.  She would like to see it publicized so that people know it is going to be 

discussed.  She received many complaints during the 4th of July and would like the public to comment on 

what is to be done.  She would like a Public Notice put into the Big Timber Pioneer.  Councilman 

Ferguson said they looked at the fireworks ordinance just a few years ago.  Councilman Rockman 

commented that Republic Services did a great job with free dump day.  Did a great job with the BBQ and 

is working very hard on their public relations with the city.  Three of the four dumpsters were filled.  

Councilman Ferguson would like to send letter of appreciation to them. The city will do that. 

Public Comment: Romey James reported there was an accident near the Town Pump on First Avenue 

involving a bicyclist who was seriously injured. He would like to see the city add bicycle lanes on First 

Avenue.  He shared information with the city council about research he has done to add those lanes.  He   

would like the city to contact the Montana Department of Transportation about this.  Raymond 

suggested we contact the Sweet Grass County as well.  Bill Warwick would also like the city to ask MDOT 

for a sign that says “Historic Downtown Big Timber” to be placed by the exit near The Fort.  Mayor 

DeBoer said there is a sign that the Chamber of Commerce put up a few years ago but agrees that 

anything that directs people to downtown is a good idea. Mike Duval said his neighbors have a lot of 

trash and debris in their yards.  It’s been going on for a long time and he would like to see the city do 

some enforcement on this issue.  He also asked if the city council is doing anything to enforce the RV’s 

or junk vehicles that are parked on the street.  Gail Burmeister also came to the meeting about houses 

not being taken care of and said Big Timber used to take more pride in their places.  She said yards are 

not green and wondered about the city enforcing ordinances on junk cars. She would like the city to 

send letters to those who are violating the ordinances.  Mayor DeBoer said we do not have a true code 

enforcement officer at this time. The city needs to have a discussion with the Sheriff’s Office to see if 

they can be more involved in this.  He agrees it has been lacking and hope that we can get more 

proactive and get the word out.  But right now, we do not have any recourse until we get an 

enforcement officer. Patti Duval also noticed people living in RV’s next to houses.  The ordinance in the 

city says seven days for RV’s and then they need to be moved. Mike Duval also mentioned sheds and 

garages that look like they are about to fall over.  He asked if there are health and safety ordinances that 

need to be followed. Jacque Scott said there are not ordinances. Mayor DeBoer said we can’t do 

anything due to personal property rights.  We will have to wait until we have a Code Enforcement 

Officer. The city is working towards that. 

Councilman Ferguson made a motion to approve the claims, for the second half of July, seconded by 
Councilman Rockeman.  Motion carried by unanimous vote of the Council. 
 
There being no further business to go before the council, Councilman Woehler moved to adjourn the 
meeting at 7:49 pm, seconded by Councilman Rockeman.  Motion carried by unanimous vote of the 
Council. 
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______________________     

 Greg DeBoer, Mayor                                                                                        

 

ATTEST:                     

 

 

 _____________________________    

 Hope Mosness, Clerk/Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


