Minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting
February 3, 2014

Council Chairman, Justin Ferguson, opened the meeting at 7:00 PM and led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.  Mayor Stephens was absent.  Others attending are:
Council: Bill Miller, Gary Johnson, Ron Thomas
City-County Staff: Sheriff, Dan Tronrud; Undersheriff, Jerry Mahlum; Planning Assistant, Lana King.
Attorney: Bill Frazier
Press: Lindsey Kroskob
Guests:  Kurt Laubach, Brian Finnan, Chris Mehus, Chuck Schuman, Bill Brownlee, Kevin Langhus, Cory Conner, David Tronrud, Matt Cremer, Larry Plaggemeyer, Rocky Cosgriff, Chuck Rein, Rocco Carroccia,  Tom and Sally Still, Greg Curry, Dave Collins, Bob Faw, Eric and Jolene Stenberg, Andy McDonnell, Alan Ronneberg, Eunice Kirkpatrick.

Councilman Thomas moved to approve the minutes of January 20, 2014, seconded by Councilman Johnson.  Motion carried unanimously.

Sheriff Tronrud reported that his office’s new CAD system is up and operating, but no incident reports are available for January yet.  The County is in the process of searching for a new dispatcher.

Councilman Johnson moved to approve Eric Stenberg’s request to establish a human crematory inside his current funeral home building.  Councilman Miller seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.

Friends of Dornix Park reported on maintenance efforts at the park during 2013, and requested permission to erect a new gate to the walking trails.  The former gate has been destroyed by vandals. Local contractor, Greg Curry, said the new entrance, if approved, would be much stronger and vandal resistant.  Councilman Johnson moved to approve the new entrance, seconded by Councilman Thomas.  Motion carried unanimously.  A copy of the plan is in the Dornix Park file.  

A large contingent of volunteer firemen were present to discuss the possibility of hiring a paid employee, called a warden, who would facilitate the day to workings of the fire department, maintain vehicles, coordinate training for local and satellite departments, keep training and other records up to date, etc.  Their vision is to have the City, County, and Fire Department share equally in the cost.  Discussion was held.  BTVFD members are not donating as much time to the maintenance of the facilities and equipment as they have in the past, and there is getting to be too much for the remaining members to accomplish on their own.  Additional discussion will be taken up at a later date.

Public Works Director, Rick Gibby, presented the Council with information from Big Sky Steel and Salvage regarding collection of metal waste at the transfer site.  Currently Pacific Steel is collecting the metal, which they haul away at no charge, but the City sees no financial return on the goods.  Big Sky Steel and Salvage offered to collect and haul free of charge and pay $30 per ton.  Councilmembers asked Rick to contact their representative to attend the next meeting for further discussion.

Councilman Thomas moved to adopt RESOLUTION 931-A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BIG TIMBER, MONTANA, CALLING FOR AN ELECTION ON THE QUESTION OF CONDUCTING A LOCAL GOVERNMENT REVIEW AND ESTABLISHING A STUDY COMMISSION TO DO SO.  Councilman Johnson seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.

Councilman Thomas moved to approve the January 2014 payroll, claims, and overtime.  Councilman Johnson seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.

There being no further business to come before the Council, Councilman Johnson moved to adjourn at 8:45 PM, seconded the Councilman Thomas.  Motion carried unanimously.

_____________________________
Justin Ferguson, Council chairman

ATTEST:

_____________________________
[bookmark: _GoBack]Gayle McPherson, Clerk/Treasurer  
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