Minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting
April 7, 2014

Mayor Stephens opened the meeting at 7:01 PM and led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.  Others attending are:
Council: Bill Miller, Ron Thomas, Justin Ferguson.  Councilman Johnson was absent.
Attorney: Bill Frazier
Press: Lindsey Kroskob
City-County Staff: Dan Tronrud, Sheriff; Page Dringman, Planning Director
City Staff: Kris Novotny, Asst. Public Works Director; Gayle McPherson, Clerk/Treasurer
Guests: Linda Brunckhorst, Bob Faw, Chris Mehus

Councilman Thomas moved to approve to approve the minutes of 3-17-2014, seconded by Councilman Miller.  Motion carried by unanimous vote of the Council present.

Sheriff Tronrud reported on the number of activities in his office in March 2014.  

The Sweet Grass Chamber of Commerce requested Council approval for the closure of 2nd Avenue from Anderson Street to Hooper Street for Sweet Grass Fest on June 28, 2014.  Councilman Thomas moved to approve the closure, seconded by Councilman Ferguson.  Motion carried by unanimous vote of the Council present.

Planning Director, Page Dringman, spoke with the Council regarding the timeline for the upcoming CTEP project, and their wishes concerning hiring an engineer.  Page was advised by Terry Voeller of the Montana Department of Transportation Community Transportation Enhancement Program that an engineer with CTEP experience should be engaged.  The City’s on-call engineering firm, Great West Engineering, has done CTEP projects for the city in the past.  Page will find out what the cost to do this project would be.
Progress on the boiler room at the pool was discussed.  Arlian Construction will build the room, and Public Works will tear out the old concrete and pour the footings.  
Discussion was held concerning hiring a part-time driver for the 4th Avenue construction project.
City Attorney, Bill Frazier, commented that he and County Attorney, Pat Dringman, were both advising that the language in paragraph 4 be revised to state the Big Timber Volunteer Fire Department Board be made up of 4 firemen, Mayor, 2 Councilmen, and 2 Commissioners.  
There was also discussion regarding whether the City wanted to participate in the FY 14-15 funding of the BTVFD employee at a level of $10,000.  A special meeting will be held Wednesday, April 9, 2014 to vote on these two BTVFD issues.

Councilman Ferguson moved to approve the 3rd quarter 13-14 Pledged Securities, seconded by Councilman Miller.  Motion carried unanimously by vote of the Council present.

Councilman Thomas moved to approve the March payroll, overtime, and claims, seconded by Councilman Miller.  Motion carried by unanimous vote of the Council present.

Clerk/Treasurer, Gayle McPherson, advised the Council she had been contacted by DNRC regarding restructuring the city’s State Revolving Fund sewer loan.  They are willing to drop the interest rate from 3% to 2%.  There would be an $8,000.00 paydown and $2,000 in costs for bond counsel, payable before the end of June.  In June there will also be the regular payment less interest from January 1, 2014 to the closing date of the restructure.  DNRC anticipated a $15,000 savings over the remaining life of the loan.

There being no further business to come before the Council, Councilman Ferguson moved to adjourn at 8:00 PM, seconded by Councilman Miller.  Motion carried by unanimous vote of the Council present.

_____________________________
Mark Stephens, Mayor

ATTEST:

_____________________________
Gayle McPherson, Clerk/Treasurer
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