Minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting
June 16, 2014
Mayor Stephens opened the meeting at 7:00 PM, and led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.  Others attending are:
Council: Bill Miller, Gary Johnson, Justin Ferguson.  Councilman Thomas was absent.
Attorney: Bill Frazier
Press: Lindsey Kroskob
City Staff: Ralph Van Why Animal Control Officer; Marilyn Raisland, Deputy Clerk/Treasurer
Guests:  Mark Staples, Josh & Kendra Fjare, Christina & Ellisa Bowden, Barb Johnson, Kyle Ginnaty, Riza Gilpin and Chris Dern

Councilman Johnson moved to approve the minutes of June 2, 2014, seconded by Councilman Miller.  Motion carried by unanimous vote of the Council present.
Councilman Ferguson moved to approve the pasture lease transfer from John Becken to Mark Staples as Mark has been running his horses there for the past 6 months and fencing and making improvements. This would be subject to a signed lease with terms and conditions the same as John Becken was subject to. The motion was seconded by Councilman Miller.  Motion carried by unanimous vote of the Council present.
Christina Bowden requested the approval of use of the Lions Club Park and the Dugout for the 6th Annual PTA Afterschool Bash to be held September 11, 2014.  Councilman Johnson made a motion to approve with Councilman Ferguson seconding.  Motion was carried by unanimous vote of the Council present.
Christina Bowden also put forward a request for a change of route for the Sweet Grass Fest Run.  Since 4th Ave is closed at present, a request to run down 3rd Ave through Dornix Park and back up 3rd was suggested.  The Council agreed to this plan without a vote.
Chris Dern, with the Chamber of Commerce, was present to request the use of the City Offices parking lot for activities in conjunction with Sweet Grass Fest and to make sure that the street closure of 2nd Ave for that day also included the intersection of Anderson Street, which is to be used to park a semi-trailer as a stage for a band.  Councilman Johnson made the motion to allow the use of the City parking lot and for the street intersection closure. The motion was seconded by Councilman Miller.  Motion carried by unanimous vote of the Council present.
Members of the Soccer club were present to request the approval of a 10 year lease on the “Old Dump” in order to develop the land into a usable soccer field with water and electric.  This would allow the Soccer Club to apply for a grant to put in an irrigation system and other grants through the US Soccer Foundation for equipment.  Councilman Ferguson moved to allow the Soccer Club to have a 10 year lease.  Councilman Johnson seconded.  Motion carried by unanimous vote of the Council present.
Ralph Van Why, City Animal Control Officer, was present to address the feral cat situation.  Several suggestions were made but no viable solution was decided on.  Ralph will keep the Council informed.  
Republic Services has informed the City that Billings’ landfill will no longer bill each individual city for their tonnage but instead will bill Republic in one bill and republic will have to bill the individual cities.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]In Old Business, a motion was made by Councilman Ferguson to approve the 2nd reading of Ordinance 483 allowing chicken in the city limits.  Councilman Miller seconded.  Motion carried by unanimous vote of the Council present.
A budget work meeting was set for 4pm on July 7th with the County Commissioners at the County Annex Building.
There being no further business to come before the Council, Councilman Johnson moved to adjourn at 7:50 PM, seconded by Councilman Ferguson.  Motion carried by unanimous vote of the Council present.

_______________________________
Mark Stephens, Mayor
ATTEST:
_______________________________
Gayle McPherson, Clerk/Treasurer
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