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City of Atlanta Comment/Responses

Project Name: Northwest Atlanta Corridor – Connect Cobb

County: Cobb County

Document: 8/29/2013 Letter from City of Atlanta (Joshuah D. Mello, AICP) to Faye DiMassimo, Cobb
County

Date: October 28, 2013

Prepared By: Ed Ellis, P.E., Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc. (on behalf of the Connect Cobb
Environmental Assessment team)

Specific comments addressed below.

· Comment 1– We believe that the alternatives using any portion of Peachtree Street are the least
preferred, as they will have negative impacts to the pedestrian environment along Peachtree
Street.

Response: We are not proposing any routing that will have any bus rapid transit vehicles on
Peachtree Street.

· Comment 2 – We request that Cobb County study an alternative that runs south on Spring
Street to Peachtree Place, east on Peachtree Place or 8th Street to West Peachtree Street and
north on West Peachtree Street, with stops adjacent to both MARTA Midtown Station and
MARTA Arts Center Station.

Response: In our recently completed ridership modeling update, we included an alternative
southern route to include the MARTA Midtown station.  That modeling showed that system
boarding, in that alternative would increase by 2,000 on an average weekday.  We believe this
extension should be studied further in Phase ll.  Since this extension is beyond the scope of the
current EA contract, and has several issues that could be relatively complex, we will only address
environmental issues to the potential 15th Street extension access to the Arts Center station.

· Comment 3  – We request that Cobb County study an alternative that with the routing along an
extension of 15th Street or 16th Street between Spring Street and West Peachtree Street.

Response:  We believe that routing on the potential 15th Street extension would improve system
performance over the 14th Street option, but we have been assured by our ridership modeling
team member  that  the model  is  not  sensitive  enough to  recognize  the differences.   14th Street
will be used, if necessary, until the potential 15th Street Extension project is constructed.

· Comment 4 – We request that Cobb County study an alternative that includes a separate bus
rapid transit terminal west of West Peachtree Street between 15th Street and 16th Street.

Response: Consideration was given to use of the GDOT property West of Spring Street, but no
specific proposals have been developed at this time.  We believe the parcel between Spring
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Street and West Peachtree Street will be developed in the future and consideration could be
given then to incorporating a station into the development.

· Comment  5  –  We  request  that  the  proposed  Atlanta  Beltline  transfer  station  be  located  on
Northside Drive at Bellemeade Avenue.

Response: The BeltLine station has been moved to the intersection of Northside Drive at
Bellemeade Avenue.

· Comment 6 – We do not support any alternatives that bypass Northside Drive and 17th Street
through Atlantic Station.

Response: The alternatives being analyzed in the EA are on a common alignment on Northside
Drive and 17th Street to Spring Street. No alternatives bypass Northside Drive and 17th Street
through Atlantic Station.

• Comment 7 – We believe that the on-street station option at MARTA Arts Center Station would
have negative impacts to the pedestrian environment.

Response: We agree and that is why we are proposing modifications to the Arts Center Station
which will allow the BRT vehicles to operate inside the station.

· Comment 8 – We request that compressed natural gas buses and any other technology being
considered be added to the decibel chart, and that the noise impacts be thoroughly examined.

Response: See attached noise level “thermometer.”  Per discussion with the noise study
consultant, bus fuel type (i.e. CNG vs. Diesel-Electric Hybrid) has little effect on noise.

· Comment 9 – We request that any station/stop constructed within the City of Atlanta include
protection from the rain and sun (including the stop at MARTA Arts Center Station).

Response: All of the BRT stations are proposed to have protection from rain and sun on at least
two sides  as  well  as  a  roof.  Stations  within  the jurisdiction of  the City,  as  the City  of  Atlanta’s
assets, are anticipated to be completed on your determined schedule under Phase 2
construction. MARTA Arts Center improvements were addressed in Comment 7.

· Comment 10 – We request that Cobb County provide bus turning template schematics for all
intersections along the selected alternative within the City of Atlanta, and clearly document any
geometric changes required within the rights-of-way.

Response: We are using routing that currently serves buses.  If you know of any specific
locations with problems relating to bus turns, please forward them to us.  Specific design details
are not anticipated as part of the Environmental Documentation process.

· Comment 11 – We request that Cobb County consider special event operations during the
planning phase.
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Response:  CCT operating hours will apply to Connect Cobb.   The operating hours are:  Monday-
Thursday- 5 AM-1 AM, Friday-5 AM-3 AM, Saturday – 6 AM-3 AM, Sunday – 6 AM-10 PM, and
Holidays 6:30 AM-9:30 PM.

· Comment 12  – We request that phase one of the project include infrastructure investments
within the City of Atlanta, including the construction of several stops along 17th Street serving
Atlanta Station and passenger amenities at MARTA Arts Center Station and/or MARTA Midtown
Station (depending on alternative selected).

Response:  These improvements properly will be considered in the Phase 2 construction phase.
Improvements to the MARTA Arts Center Station are being considered as a standalone
improvement with potential partnerships and funding collaboration from MARTA and Midtown
Alliance per previous discussions. Additional discussions will be scheduled in the near future to
further detail the improvements and implementation strategy.

Attachments:
1. Plan sheet with revised BeltLine station location
2. Noise Level “Thermometer”
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9/10/2014 
 
Faye DiMassimo 
Cobb County DOT 
1890 County Services Parkway 
Marietta, GA 30008 
 
Re:  Connect Cobb – MARTA Arts Center Station 
 
Dear Faye: 
 
Midtown Alliance appreciates the opportunity to collaborate with Cobb County in the 
environmental process supporting the continued development of Connect Cobb – a proposed bus 
rapid transit project running from the Kennesaw State University area in north Cobb to the MARTA 
Arts Center Station in Midtown, Atlanta.  This letter is in response to recent discussions around the 
alternatives being considered at and around the MARTA Arts Center Station in the NEPA process. 
 
As we have discussed, the station’s adjacency to the Woodruff Arts Center, the high level of 
vehicular and pedestrian traffic in the area and the substantial amount of new development 
proposed in this area are important factors that must be considered and will require design 
decisions that are sensitive to these conditions.  As you know, MARTA is also currently in the 
process of exploring the feasibility of an air rights development over the Arts Center Station 
through a Request for Expressions of Interest.  A future development on this site will likely impact 
the way buses interact with the station.  Additionally, Midtown Alliance is pursuing the extension of 
15th Street between West Peachtree Street and Williams Street.  When built, this extension would 
provide BRT vehicles with more direct access to and from the Arts Center Station. 
 
Given these factors, Midtown Alliance encourages the project team to continue to carry multiple 
alternatives at Arts Center Station.  We believe that doing so will allow for continued and 
productive dialogue between all of the partners and ultimately result in a design solution that will 
contribute to the success of the Connect Cobb project for all concerned. 
 
We look forward to continued collaboration as we move forward. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Kevin Green 
President & CEO 
 
 
cc:  Tom Weyandt, City of Atlanta 
 Amanda Rhein, MARTA 
 Don Williams, MARTA 
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