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At left, afternoon and evening 
traffic was brought to a crawl 
by the Jan. 28 storm.  Below, 
residents who found shelter at 
Cobb County fire stations and 
police precincts have subse-
quently expressed their thanks 
to Cobb personnel in various 
ways, including providing the 
workers free catered meals.

Drivers stranded during the winter storm that paralyzed 
metro Atlanta Jan. 28 had few choices where to go. 
Some ran out of gas after sitting in a traffic standstill for 

hours. Some faced the choice to walk miles in the dark through 
freezing weather to get home. 
During this crisis, more than 75 people found overnight refuge 

at Cobb County Fire and Emergency Services stations and police 
precincts.
Brenda Hurley, a Roswell resident, had just spent nine and a 

half hours on the road traveling only 14 miles when she and a 
coworker found shelter at Fire Station 20 in east Cobb.
“They welcomed us with open arms,” she said, noting the 

firefighters started cooking them pancakes as people started 
coming in. “They were extremely busy that night, but they made 
sure we were well taken care of.”

Shelter from the storm

Public Safety provided refuge during metro standstill 
Meanwhile, Cobb firefighters and police officers spent the 

cold evening providing medical assistance to stranded drivers, 
helping clear roads and driving children home.
“Though there was a formal declaration for citizens to seek help 

at police and fire facilities, no formal declaration was needed 
to compel our employees to provide assistance,” Public Safety 
Director Sam Heaton said. 
“This is the type of compassion Public Safety personnel have 

day in and day out. I believe it is in the DNA of every police 
officer, firefighter or public safety employee.”
Other reports of goodwill from the event range from an off-duty 

Cobb County firefighter, Engineer Steve Bradley, who used his 
personal vehicle to ferry stranded residents home, to a civilian 
who made several trips carrying sand and limestone to help free 
a fire engine rendered immobile by the ice.

Residents who received shelter have found 
various ways to thank Public Safety personnel, 
including Hurley, who works for the local 
restaurant chain Willy’s. 
She and her coworker, restaurant manager 

Cory Conley, recently delivered a free catered 
meal to the firefighters at Station 20. She has 
stayed in touch with them and is planning 
another meal on their behalf.
“We found friends for life,” Hurley said.
Heaton said the aid Public Safety personnel 

provided to the citizenry was not a surprise 
at all.
“If you want to find a group of individuals 

that seek out ways of being helpful in times of 
crisis or committed to service, you have to look 
no further than the employees we have in our 
Cobb County Public Safety agencies,” he said.
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Play to re-create ‘Jungle Book’ story

4-H plant sale scheduled this month

Class to help with lawn maintenance

The Jungle Book is two stories in one. Young Rudyard 
Kipling struggles to fit in at boarding school. He finds solace 
in a writing assignment that ventures into a ferocious jungle 
where the law of the jungle is survival. Explore “The Jungle 
Book” with us and find yourself captivated by endearing 
characters like Bagheera, terrified by Shere Khan the Tiger 
and cheering for Mowgli, the orphaned Indian boy raised 
by wolves. In this battle of might vs. right, which side will 
you choose? The Jungle Book runs March 13-16 at The Art 
Place - Mountian View. Tickets are $14. Visit www.ccyp.
org for details or email tickets@ccyp.org.

The last day to order for the Cobb County 4-H Plant Sale is 
March 7. About two dozen different types and varieties of 
plants are available, including blackberry, blueberry, ferns, rasp-
berry, figs, forsythia, heucheras, 
loropetalum, muscadine, azaleas, 
virburnum and crape myrtles. 
The only day to pick up plants is 
on Saturday, March 15, at Jim R. 
Miller Park, 2245 Callaway Road, 
Marietta. A check or money order 
must accompany all plant orders. 
For a copy of the order form and 
details about the plants available, 
go to www.cobbextension.com. 
All sales are final.

A free education class “Wake Up Your Lawn: Tips to Keep 
Your Lawn Healthy All Year” will be held 6:30-8 p.m. Tuesday, 
March 11, at the Cobb County Cooperative Extension Office, 
678 South Cobb Drive, Marietta. Attendees will learn about 
fertilizing, weed control, diseases, mowing and more. Cobb 
County Agriculture and Natural Resources Agent Neil Tarver 
will be the instructor. Call (770) 528-4070 to register and for 
more information.

The deadline to register 
to vote in the May 20 
general primary and 
special elections, as well 
as associated runoffs, 
is April 21. The dead-
line to register for the 
N o v e m b e r  g e n e r a l 
election and runoffs is 
Oct. 6. To be qualified 
to register, you must be 
a citizen of the United 
States, a resident of Cobb 
County and must be at 
least 17 and a half years 
old (but you can’t vote 
until you turn 18). Any 
mail-in applications 
must be postmarked by 30 days prior to that election. If you 
move, you must notify the Board of Elections and Registration 
30 days prior to any election. For more information, go to www.
cobbelections.org.

Voter registration deadlines this year

The Cobb County Watershed Stewardship Program will be 
hosting an Anuran Monitoring Workshop at the Hyde Farm 
Visitors Center 6-9 p.m. Thursday, March 13. This workshop 
is intended to raise awareness of the rich biodiversity found 
where we live by highlighting our local frog species, how 
to identify them by their vocalizations and providing iden-
tification skills practice at the Hyde Farm Visitors Center 
pond. In addition to documenting the short-term and long-
term trends in Cobb County amphibian populations, this 

program encourages 
families to spend time 
together in an outdoor 
s e t t i n g ,  l e a r n i n g 
about local ecology 
while walking their 
monitoring route. To 
register, email water_
rsvp@cobbcounty.org 
Registration deadline: 
March 11.         

There will be free blood vessel health and vascular screen-
ings 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Friday, March 28, at the East Cobb Senior 
Center. Registration is required. Vascular disease, when 
detected in its early stages, can be treated effectively and 
its negative outcomes can be diminished, so join Vascular 
Surgical Associates for a presentation on the importance of 
vein and artery health, problems to look for and treatment 
options. Following the seminar, free screenings will include 
a carotid artery evaluation, peripheral artery disease 
screening and an optional visual examination of the legs to 
examine venous insufficiency. Call East Cobb Senior Center 
(770-509-4900) for more details.

Free screening event for seniors

Help save biodiversity with seminar


