PROTECTION ORDERS

A Protection Order is a document issued by a court to
help protect you from someone who is abusing , harass-
ing or stalking you. This order will generally state that
someone is prohibited from contacting you. A protec-
tion order is commonly referred to as a Temporary
Protective Order, or TPO.

A protection order can:

- SET LIMITS- It can require the abuser to
keep away from you, your home, your place of work,
and under special conditions, your children, and can
prohibit the abuser from contacting you in person, by
phone, by mail, or through third parties.

- SEND A STRONG MESSAGE- A TPO will
let the abuser, the police, your community, and your
family know you are serious about stopping the abuse.

To obtain a TPO:

- Generally, there must have been an act of physical
abuse within the last 30 days, between specific parties

- Must be filed in the county where the abuser resides

- Application must be completed by the victim

- There is no fee for the application

- If the Judge grants the TPO, the batterer will be served
with the order. Within 10 days, both of you will be
required to return to court to determine if the order
should be extended

- If the batterer violates the provisions of the order, he
can be held in contempt of court and can possibly be
criminally liable. Do not make contact with the batterer,
as it can lessen the effectiveness of the TPO.

For more information about TPO’s in Cobb County
please contact the Legal Advocate’s Office at 770-
528-8024, the Battered Women’s Program at 770-
427- 3390 or the Cobb County Police Department’s
Domestic Violence/Stalking Unit at 770-590-5510.

IMPORTANT NUMBERS

EMERGENCY....cccctiiiieiiiiiiiiienannennns 911

- Cobb County Police Department Domestic
Violence / Stalking Unit................770- 590-5510
- Cobb County Sheriff’s Office (Domestic Violence/
TPO Service)....ccceeeiiieiereiecnccsnnne 770-499-4677
- YWCA of Cobb County Battered
Women’s Program (24 hr hotline).......770-427-3390

-Cobb Legal Aid..........cccooeviiiiin. 770-528-2565
- Center for Family Resources.............770-428-2601
- Cobb County Department of Family & Children’s
SerVICES. .. v 770-528-5000
- Cobb Solicitor’s Office & Victim Witness Unit (for
info about misdemeanor charges).........770-528-8500

- Cobb District Attorney’s Office & Victim Witness
Unit (for info about felony charges)...... 770-528-3080
- Cobb County Public Health Dept........770-514-2300

- Cobb Mental Health Services............. 770-438-5125
- Georgia Crime Victims Compensation
Program................oo 404-559-4949

Batterer’s Intervention Programs:

- Contact the Solicitor’s Office Victim Witness
Program for a referral list............... 770-528-8500

- Men Stopping Violence................ 404-270-9894

Domestic Violence Statewide Hotline
800-33-HAVEN (42836)

Investigating Officer

Cobb County Police Case #

Date
**This project is a program of the Cobb Judicial Circuit’s District
Attorney’s Office and is supported by Grant No. 2002-WEBX-0043
awarded by the Violence Against Women Grants Office, Office of
Justice Programs, U.S. Department of Justice. Points of view on
this document are those of the author and do not necessarily
represent the official position or policies of the U.S. Department of
Justice.

This pamphlet was prepared by the Cobb County Police Department’s
Special Projects Unit (2006)

George B. Hatfield, Jr. - Chief of Police
G. M. Lloyd - Director, Cobb County Department of Public Safety
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Tim Lee, District Three
Annette Kesting, District Four
David Hankerson, County Manager




WHAT IS DOMESTIC VIOLENCE?

The Georgia Code Section defines Domestic Violence
as any felony, battery, simple battery, assault, simple
assault, stalking, criminal damage to property,
unlawful restraint or criminal trespass between two
past or present spouses, parents of the same child,
parents & children, stepparents and stepchildren, foster
parents & foster children, or other persons living or
formerly living in the same household (O.C.G.A. 19-
13-1.)

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE IS ANY FORM OF ABUSE
TO YOU AND YOUR CHILDREN:

Physical Abuse can include slapping, punching,
pushing, kicking, grabbing, choking, pinching, biting,
pulling your hair, using weapons to hurt or threaten to
hurt you....

Sexual Abuse can include forced sexual contact whether
by physical force, coercion or threats, touching you in
any way sexually without your consent, ignoring your

no’s....

Psychological Abuse can include threats of any kind like
to harm you, to harm the children, to destroy your
personal things; keeping you away from the children,
constantly monitoring your actions, putting you down,

name calling, withholding money from you....

Economic Abuse can include: preventing victim from
getting or keeping a job, giving an “allowance,” taking
away money, no access to the “family account,” etc.

Note: Although many acts of psychological and emo-
tional abuse are not specifically associated with viola-
tions of legal statutes, these serve as a means for batter-
ers to establish the control. The control is often rein-
forced by the physical and sexual violence.

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE IN GEORGIA
Georgia Family Violence Shelters provide services to
over 36,000 adults & children each year, including shel-
ter to about 8,000 adult victims and their children.

Over 72,000 calls are made to crisis lines.

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE NATIONWIDE

e A woman is physically abused every 9 seconds

e 26% of murdered women are killed by their husbands
or boyfriends

e  More than 3 women are murdered by their boyfriends
or husbands in the US every day

¢ 30% of women in emergency rooms are there because
of injuries caused by abuse

e Battering is the leading cause of injury to women in
the United States, more than rape, mugging or auto
accidents combined

e Medical expenses caused by domestic assault in the
U.S. total at least $5.8 billion annually

e Children are present during 80% of the assaults
against their mothers; 50% of children whose parents
are in an abusive relationship experience the abuse
themselves

e 59% of domestic violence victims have been pregnant

at the time of abuse
(from DHR & NCGLEA)

CRIME VICTIM’S COMPENSATION
& BILL OF RIGHTS

The State of Georgia has a program that may assist vic-
tims of violent crimes with crime related expenses. This
program may help compensate you for expenses not cov-
ered by insurance or other sources. These expenses in-
clude medical bills, counseling expenses, lost wages, and
funeral expenses. This program does not cover property
loss. There are eligibility requirements and limits to this
compensation program. For assistance with filing for this
program, please contact your local Victim Assistance
Program or the Crime Victim’s Compensation Program
directly at 404-559-4949.

CRIME VICTIM’S BILL OF RIGHTS:

As a victim of a violent crime, you have certain rights
afforded to you by law. Those rights include but are
not limited to: notification in each stage of the judicial
process; notification of arrest, release, or changes in
custodial status; to offer your opinions about bond and
plea offers. Please refer to Title 17 of the Official
Code of Georgia for the entire Bill of Rights.

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT
STALKING

A stalker is a person who follows, places under
surveillance, contacts, etc. another person without the
consent of the other person for the purpose of
harassing, and intimidating the other person. If you
feel that you are in fear of your safety or the safety of a
member of your immediate family due to a pattern of
this kind of behavior, you should call the police and
make a report that you are being stalked. Examples of
contacts can include telephoning, letter writing,
unwanted following, approach attempts, gift giving.

e  Approximately 90% of all domestic homicides are
preceded by incidents of stalking.

e 1/12 women are stalked at some point in their lives

e 1/45 men are stalked at some point in their lives

When you report a stalking incident it is extremely
important to know the date, time, place, and circum-
stances of the incident and to be able to list any
witnesses to the act.

If the stalker is near you and you are in fear for your
life, call 911.
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