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TRAFFIC
OPERATIONS

Frequently Asked Questions

WHAT ARE THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF TRAFFIC
ENGINEERS IN COBB COUNTY?

Traffic engineers are responsible for the installation, operation
and maintenance of traffic control devices and an Advanced
Traffic Management System (ATMS) for over 2,400 miles of
road. The ATMS includes approximately 550 traffic signals
and more than 230 closed circuit cameras for the safety and
mobility of the traveling public. Traffic engineers also operate
a Traffic Management Center for centralized monitoring and
control of traffic signals, and to facilitate effective incident and
event management, provide rapid, real-time communication
of traffic conditions and facilitate traffic engineering studies.

WHAT IS THE MUTCD?

The Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) has
been prepared by the US. Department of Transportation’s
Federal Highway Administration to set forth the basic principles
which govern the design and use of traffic control devices. The
manual was developed with input from technical experts from
many organizations, including state, county and municipal
governments. It is the national standard used to provide
clear and consistent guidance to the traveling public that
simplifies driver decisions by promoting instant recognition
and understanding. The MUTCD is available at mutcd.fhwa.

dot.gov.

WHAT ARE TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES?

Traffic control devices are signs,
signals, pavement markings and
other devices that regulate, warn
or guide traffic.

HOW MANY TRAFFIC SIGNALS ARE IN
COBB COUNTY?

Including those operated and
maintained by the cities of Marietta
and Smyrna, there are 700 signals
in Cobb County. (There are 8,200
in Georgia and 300,000 in the U.S.)

HOW DO | REQUEST A TRAFFIC SIGNAL
OR REPORT A TRAFFIC SIGNAL
MALFUNCTION?

Email
or call 770-528-3666.
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HOW ARE SPEED LIMITS ESTABLISHED ON COUNTY ROADS?

The Cobb County Department of Transportation (CCDOT)
makes a recommendation of posted speed limits for radar and
speed limit ordinances for review and approval by the Georgia
Department of Transportation (GDOT) and the Cobb County
Board of Commissioners. Only GDOT-approved speed limits
may be enforced by Public Safety. The radar and speed limit
ordinances are updated approximately every three years. The
criteria used to establish posted speed limits are based, in
part, upon the characteristics of the roadways and their design
speeds. Thekeyelementsincluderoadalignment,sightdistance,
lengths of merges and tapers, road surface characteristics,
shoulder condition, grade (i.e., steepness of the road), roadside
development, parking practices, driveway spacing, functional
classification of the street and crash experience. Additionally,
speed limits are established by drivers. In order for a speed
limit to be effective, it must be reasonable and the majority of
drivers must comply voluntarily. National studies have found
that the speed at which 85% of motorists travel is reasonable
and safe. This determination is made by conducting a speed
survey of vehicles traveling along the roadway in question
during normal operating conditions.

WILL A LOWER POSTED SPEED LIMIT SLOW TRAFFIC?

WHAT ARE RUMBLE STRIPS AND D0
THEY HELP SLOW TRAFFIC?

Rumble strips are raised or
grooved patterns in the travel
lane and/or shoulderthat create
noise and vibration. With proper
design and construction, rumble
strips may provide some traffic
calming benefit. For example,
shoulder rumble strips along
the interstate may help prevent
run-off-the-road crashes. Due
to the noise created by rumble
strips, we do not recommend
using them to slow traffic in
residential areas. The noise may
alert drivers but also agitate
neighbors each time a vehicle
crosses the device.

Studies have shown that drivers are more likely to regulate their speed based on road, traffic and
weather conditions than by posted speed limits. Posting a lower speed typically will not slow traffic,
without constant enforcement. State law requires posted speed limits along public roads to be at least
25 mph.
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WHEN SHOULD A TRAFFIC SIGNAL BE INSTALLED?

CCDOT installs traffic signals when traffic volume and other
criteria meet national standards established in the MUTCD. An
engineering study, which includes analysis of vehicular volumes,
pedestrian traffic, intersection safety and vehicular traffic flow, is
performed to identify locations for installation of traffic signals.
There are disadvantages when installing a traffic signal; therefore,
we do not recommend installation when these criteria are not met.
Installation of signals not satisfying these criteria may increase
delays and congestion, and reduce overall intersection safety.

HOW DO TRAFFIC SIGNALS WORK?

Traffic signals utilize an electronic controller to assign the right-of-
way to particular traffic movements, vehicular and pedestrian, based
on a signal timing plan. All traffic signals in Cobb County include
vehicle detection typically in the form of an inductance loop in the
pavement, a video camera or a radar device to optimize traffic flow
and minimize delays. The traffic signal controller is programmed to
reduce time or skip time for a phase of traffic or traffic movement
based on input from the vehicle detection equipment. Some signals
operate in a system or a collection of signals in a coordinated
manner to further optimize traffic flow through a corridor or in an
area. In general, coordinated signal systems favor the predominant
direction of traffic flow.

CAN A FLASHING LIGHT BE ADDED TO IMPROVE ROADWAY SAFETY?

Flashing beacons (also called flashers or flashing lights) are
frequently requested in the belief that they will reduce vehicle
speeds and make drivers more alert of road conditions.
Unfortunately, studies indicate that this often is not the case.

Flashers can yield an initial benefit; however, they lose much
of their effectiveness typically after three months. The flasher
is then ignored because it becomes part of the normal driving
environment. Therefore, we do not recommend the installation
of unjustified flashers.
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WHAT ARE CAMERAS AT INTERSECTIONS FOR, AND DOES THE COUNTY
RECORD AND KEEP THE IMAGES?

There are two different types of cameras used for traffic purposes
in Cobb County. One type of camera is used for video detection
by electronic traffic signal controllers to detect whether or not
a vehicle is present at a traffic signal. They do not record, and
they are not routinely monitored. The second type of camera is
monitored in the CCDOT Traffic Management Center for incident
and event management as well as traffic signal management.
These cameras are used for traffic monitoring, and the video
is not recorded or archived. These cameras can be viewed at
bit.ly/ccdottrafficcams.

WHAT CAN 1 D0 TO GET A CROSSWALK INSTALLED?

Marked crosswalks at locations without a stop sign or traffic
signal are sometimes requested to help delineate where
pedestrians should cross. To request a crosswalk, please email
us at cobbdot@cobbcounty.org or call us at 770-528-1600.
Requests will be reviewed and evaluated based on pedestrian
volumes, traffic volumes, vehicular speeds, crossing width and
sight distance. In the wrong location, a painted crosswalk can
cause additional risks to pedestrians as safety studies have
shown that simply adding crosswalks does not make crossings
safer nor do they necessarily result in more vehicles stopping
for pedestrians.
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CARS ARE SPEEDING DOWN MY STREET.
WHAT CAN 1 D0?

The County offers two solutions:
speed limit enforcement and
traffic calming programs. To
request speed limit enforcement,
please contact the Cobb
County Police Department at
cobbcounty.seamlessdocs.

ic_ ints.To
request a traffic study for one
of our traffic calming programs,
please contact Traffic Operations
at cobbdot@cobbcounty.org, or
call us at 770-528-1600.

Our traffic calming programs
include installation of speed
humps, on localroads with a speed
limit of 25 mph, dynamic speed
display signs ontwo-lane localand
collector roads and deployment
of temporary speed trailers which
display a driver’s speed adjacent
to the posted speed limit for
instant comparison.
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CAN I GET A “CHILDREN AT PLAY” TRAFFIC SIGN
ON MY STREET?

No evidence exists to show that “Children at
Play” signs reduce pedestrian crashes or lower
speeds. These signs could provide a false
sense of security, suggesting that playing in
the street is acceptable. For these reasons,
along with federal guidelines and the concern
that the use of unnecessary signs can promote
disrespect for all signs, we do not recommend
the installation of these signs.

HOW CAN | LEARN ABOUT TRAFFIC VOLUMES ALONG
A CERTAIN STREET?

CCDOT collects and maintains a traffic count
database for most roads within the County.
The traffic count map is periodically updated
and includes counts taken within the last 10
years. The count is the average daily traffic
(ADT), which is a 24-hour count of vehicles for
both directions of travel. GDOT also maintains
a traffic count database for roads within Cobb
County. GDOT traffic count data can be viewed

at geocounts.com/gdot,

CAN STOP SIGNS BE PLACED ON STREETS TO SLOW DOWN SPEEDING DRIVERS?

Specific criteria have been developed by the U.S. Department of Transportation to ensure
consistency for all traffic control devices, including stop signs. Safety, traffic volumes and the
classification of the road are the three main determinants of whether all-way stop sign control
is appropriate. A traffic engineering study should be performed prior to installation of all-way
stop sign control. Studies have shown that installations of all-way stop signs for the purpose of
slowing traffic can create more safety problems than they solve, such as higher speeds between
intersections (because drivers attempt to make up for “lost” time), traffic disregarding the
apparent inappropriate traffic control device, increased disrespect for appropriate traffic control
devices and unnecessary stopping (which wastes fuel and creates more traffic noise). Therefore,
we do not recommend the installation of all-way stop control for slowing traffic speeds.



WHAT IS A MODERN ROUNDABOUT?

A modern roundabout is a safe
and efficient form of traffic
control which is relatively new to
the U.S., although very common
throughout other portions of the
world for several decades as an
alternative to stop-controlled
and signalized intersections. The
main characteristic of a modern
roundabout is the “yield-at-
entry” rule, meaning that traffic
entering a roundabout must
yield to the traffic already within
the roundabout. Roundabouts
are designed for lower speeds
and can have one or multiple
travel lanes depending on traffic
volumes. Studies have shown
that roundabouts can greatly
improve the capacity and safety
of intersections when compared
to stop signs and signals. This is
primarily because of lower entry
speeds, simplified decision making
and fewer conflict points. Four-
way intersections have 32 possible
vehicle-to-vehicle conflict points,
but roundabouts only have eight.
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DO | NEED A PERMIT FOR CONDUCTING CONSTRUCTION-RELATED ACTIVITIES
IN THE STREET SUCH AS LANE OR ROAD CLOSURES?

Yes. These requests are reviewed by Traffic Operations and
must be approved for any activity that would impact traffic flow.
In general, two to three weeks’ notice is required for any closure.
If approved, all related traffic control must comply with Cobb
County standards and the MUTCD. For lane closure permits,

email laneclosures(@cobbcounty.org or call 770-499-4461. For

road closure permits, email cobbdot@cobbcounty.org or call
770-528-1676. For special events, contact the Cobb County

Police Department at 770-590-5764 to request a special events
permit. For requests to film in Cobb County, contact Cobb
County Community Development at 770-528-2018 to apply
for a film permit.
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