
Safe & Strong Decks
A Quick Reference Guide for Cobb County Homeowners

5 Warning Signs of an Unsafe Deck

Missing connectors and screws

Loose connections or wobbly boards

Rusty connectors

Rotting wood

Cracks in the wood

Quick Tips

The average life expectancy of a wood 
deck is 10 to 15 years.

For maximum corrosion resistance, use 
hardware made from stainless steel.

You should have your deck inspected 
once a year by a private inspector.

Ensure Safe Connections
Inspect your existing deck to ensure the key connection points are safe and secure. 
Qualified contractors should use proper connectors and structural screws to secure 
those critical connections within the deck frame. 

Hire only licensed professionals
Before hiring a professional to build or inspect your deck, be sure to ask for their 
state contractor’s license. Private contractors working in Cobb County must posses a 
Cobb County business license. 

New decks and replacement decks require a Cobb County building permit. 
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For more information about what is required when building a deck, please refer to the  
Design for Code Acceptance (DCA) 6 Prescriptive Residential Wood Deck Construction Guide. 

https://www.awc.org/codes-standards/publications/dca6



