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Physical Description 
The Casteel-Nix-Volin House is located at the west side of Holly Springs Road, approximately one 
mile north of the intersection with Sewell Mill Road, in unincorporated Cobb County, Georgia.  
The house, which is located on 1.4 acres, has no road frontage along Holly Springs Road.  It sits 
approximately 725 ft. back from the road and can approached by an access easement through 
an adjacent parcel and a power line easement. 
 
The house is an excellent example of a saddlebag type house, built c. 1920.  It is set slightly at an 
angle with the front façade facing southeast.  The left façade faces west, the rear façade faces 
northwest and the right façade faces east.  
 
The Casteel-Nix-Volin House is a one-story single-family house with a gabled roof.  The original 
saddlebag portion is two rooms with a stone chimney in the middle.    A five-room addition 
containing master bedroom, dining room, two bathrooms, kitchen and screened porch was 
constructed to the rear of the house in the early 1990s.  The screened porch was enclosed to 
form a living room sometime after 2005.  The house today is approximately 1,750 sq. ft.   
 
The house has always had a full-length shed front porch as detailed by a historic photograph.  A 
portion of the right side of the front porch was enclosed sometime before 1938 and now contains 
a bedroom.  The porch’s simple balustrade and gingerbread, along with the shutters on the front 
façade, were added sometime after 2005.  The original portion of the house and the front porch 
sit up on a foundation, approximately 3 ft. in height.  The foundation, which consists of brick and 
stucco, likely replaces stone piers.  The steps are located to the left side of the porch. 
 
The original portion of the saddlebag has original vertical board-and-batten siding, with original   
horizontal clapboard siding at the top of the end gables.  During the 2000s, the owner had siding 
milled to match the original in order to replace deteriorated boards.  The addition has the same 
vertical board-and-batten siding.  The siding on the enclosed portion of the porch is a shiplap 
horizontal siding.  The original part of the house has replacement one-over-one windows.  Two 
windows are located on the front façade of the original saddlebag, with one set of paired 
windows on the left and a set of paired windows and one individual window on the right. 
 
The addition also has one-over-one windows.  A set of triple windows are on the front façade of 
the addition.  Five windows are located on the left façade, with two sets of paired windows and 
one individual window.  There are three individual windows on the rear façade and two on the 
right façade.  Most of the windows are surrounded by simple wooden framing.  There is one rear 



door.  The addition has a gabled roof and runs perpendicular from the rear of the original 
saddlebag, forming a T-shape.  The roof consists of asphalt shingles. 
 
The house sits on 1.4 acres and the building is situated in the northwest corner of the parcel.  
When the house was constructed, it was in a rural area of Cobb County, just east of Marietta.  
Today, the area has become more suburban as development has occurred in the area.  While the 
property is located adjacent to several larger tracts of land, the immediate area has several 
nearby residential subdivisions.  A driveway from Holly Springs Road, approximately ¼ mile in 
length, provides access to the property.  This is a shared driveway that accesses a historic 
farmhouse that is situated on property (1765 Holly Springs Road) in front and to the east of the 
subject property.  The driveway ends at the Casteel-Nix-Volin House and parking is provided in a 
gravel area.  Sewell Mill Creek runs along the eastern boundary between the two parcels. A 
wooden one-lane bridge along the driveway crosses the waterway.  The McGarity Branch runs 
along the southern boundary of the property, parallel to the driveway.  The house is surrounded 
by mature trees and wooded areas.  The rear yards of some suburban homes are visible.  The 
property and the surrounding land was once farmed. Pockets of some flat areas on the property 
and the neighboring property to the east are visible where planting fields were once located, 
although these former fields are now heavily overgrown. 
 
The eastern portion of the subject property, adjacent to Sewell Mill Creek, is relatively flat.  As 
one moves west towards the house, the land rises and the house sits up on the side of a slight 
slope.  A boxwood garden, installed after 2005, is located in front of the house.  The slope 
increases as one moves to the rear of the house, where another boxwood garden is located.  Dirt 
from the hill had to be removed in order to accommodate the rear addition, as well as the garden 
area.  Therefore, a stone retaining wall was constructed to provide protection from erosion.  It is 
unknown when the retaining wall was installed. 
 
Historic Significance 
The Casteel-Nix-Volin House was constructed c. 1920; likely as a tenant farmer house.  The 
original portion of the house is a saddlebag, which consists of two rooms with a stone chimney 
in between.  The house was not identified in Cobb County’s Historic Resources Survey, likely due 
to its lack of visibility from public right-of-way and road frontage along Holly Springs Road.  The 
house is significant in that it is likely one of only eight saddlebag-type houses remaining in Cobb 
County.  In addition to being an excellent example of a specific house type, it is also a 
representative of Cobb County’s agricultural history.  It is also significant in that it is an excellent 
and rare example of a tenant farmer house, especially in the suburban growth area of eastern 
Cobb County.   
 
The house is located in Land Lot 815 of the 16th District/2nd Section.  The property was originally 
part of a larger land holding.  Mrs. Margaret Dunn purchased Land Lots 814, 815, 816 and 769 of 
the 16th District/2nd Section (a total of 160 acres) from William D. Wadsworth on June 22, 1863.  
Margaret, her husband Joseph and family, occupied the 160 acres until Margaret Dunn sold the 
property in 1905.  Joseph Dunn passed away in 1892.    
 



Oscar Casteel1 purchased 95 acres in Land Lots 814 and 815, along with an additional 15 acres in 
Land Lot 699, from Mrs. Dunn on December 1, 1905.  Green B. (G. B.) Casteel, Oscar’s uncle, 
purchased the 80 remaining acres of the Dunn property in Land Lots 816 and 769 also on 
December 1, 1905.  Oscar Casteel owned the property until he sold 80 acres (Land Lots 814 and 
815) to Hodge Rabun on January 3, 1913.  Two years later, Hodge Rabun sold Land Lots 814 and 
815 to G. B. Casteel on August 13, 1915.  G. B. Casteel sold Land Lot 816 and 1½ acres in Land Lot 
815 to Henry E. Casteel on August 13, 1915.  Therefore, by 1915, G. B. Casteel owned 118½ acres 
of the original Dunn home place.  It is during the Casteel’s ownership that the farmhouse at 1765 
Holly Springs Road was constructed.   
 
G. B. Casteel was born in Union County, Georgia in 1869.  He appears in the 1880 census with his 
parents in Woodstock, Cherokee County, Georgia.  By the 1900 census, he had married his wife 
Georgia, had two children and remained in Woodstock.  In the 1910, 1920 and 1930 census 
records, G. B. Casteel is noted in Marietta Militia District 898.  His wife Georgia died in 1919 and 
Casteel later remarried.   
 
G. B. Casteel is listed in census records as a farmer.  In 1933, deed records indicate that he 
obtained a loan for $700 through the federal government’s Land Bank Commissioner as part of 
the Emergency Farm Mortgage Act of 1933.  This program offered loan assistance to farmers 
during the Great Depression.  Land Lots 814 and 815 were used to secure the debt. The loan was 
fully paid in November 1944.  It is unknown what crops the Dunn’s or Casteel’s farmed on the 
property.  However, it seems G. B Casteel grew turnips.  The Marietta Journal details G. B. Casteel 
entering a turnip contest in 1905.  Unfortunately, Mr. Casteel came in next to last in the contest. 
 
The owners of the subject property seem to have a connection to the Marietta Camp Ground.  
The Marietta Camp Ground was established in 1837 by early settlers as a means of gathering for 
spiritual fellowship.  Tents were built around the main tabernacle and the Joe Dunn family 
regularly tented during services.  G. B. Casteel, Hodge Rabun and Cline Nix, all owners of the 
subject property, are noted to have attended the Marietta Camp Ground and been involved with 
the leadership of the facility.  Hodge Rabun was buried at the Marietta Camp Ground Cemetery 
(located across the street from the camp ground) following his death in 1932.  Mrs. Cline Nix 
(Edna) was elected secretary and treasurer of the Camp Ground Home Demonstration Club in 
1943.  The Nix’s were also buried at the Marietta Camp Ground Cemetery. 
 
It is during G. B. Casteel’s ownership of Land Lot 815 that the Casteel-Nix-Volin House was 
constructed as a tenant farmer house.  The location of the house behind the main farmhouse 
(now known as 1765 Holly Springs Road) and its saddlebag construction indicate its use as 
housing for a tenant farmer.  According to House Types in Georgia, saddlebags were “popular for 
modest housing in outlying fringes of Georgia’s towns and cities.”  A definite construction date 
for the house is unknown, but it appears the house was built c. 1920.  In October 1938, Casteel 
rented one three-room house, outbuildings and 3½ acres to Cline Nix.  In the rental agreement, 

                                                           
1 The family name “Casteel” is also spelled “Castile” in deed and census records, as well as newspaper articles.  For 
the purpose of consistency, the spelling of “Casteel” is used in this report. 



Casteel agreed to sell eight acres to Cline Nix at the conclusion of the rental agreement.  Casteel 
sold eight acres (five acres in the northwest portion of Land Lot 815 and three acres in the 
northeast portion of Land Lot 814) to Cline Nix on October 31, 1944.  Casteel sold 70½ acres, 
along with the main farmhouse (Land Lots 814 and 815 except for the acreage sold to Cline Nix), 
to Fair Sharp Cline on December 18, 1944.  G. B. Casteel passed away in 1948. 
 
Edna Nix sold 5.1 acres to Reuben A. Cook, Jr. in March 1972.  The Casteel-Nix-Volin House, along 
with 2.9 acres, was conveyed to David Clark by Edna Nix in 1976.  Clark sold 1.5 acres of the land 
to Carol Schneier in 1991.   The house and remaining 1.4 acres was sold to Kristen L. Spangler on 
October 1, 1991.  Kristen Spangler sold the house and property to James and Wesley Blanchard 
in 1997.  The property was sold to Alan Schlact in 2005, who sold it to Curtis and Emily Volin in 
2013.   
 
The house and property are a significant representation of Cobb County’s agricultural history.  
Tenant farming was common in the County during the period after the Civil War up until the first 
half of the 20th century.  According to Archaeology, Architecture and Landscapes:  Resources for 
Historic Preservation in Unincorporated Cobb County, Georgia, 65% of the Cobb County 
population were farmers after the Civil War.  By 1900, the survey states that “more than half of 
all Cobb County farmers were tenants rather than owners.”2  Dr. Tom Scott, in his book Cobb 
County, Georgia and the Origins of the Suburban South, states that “tenants made up 62% of all 
local farm operators”3 by 1930.  The rise of tenant farming was indicative of a rise in population 
and the reduction of farm sizes.   
 
In Tilling the Earth, Georgia’s Historic Agricultural Heritage:  A Context, the authors note that 
tenant farmer houses were once popular in the state but are quickly disappearing.  Tilling the 
Earth also states that saddlebag types were in “widespread”4 use as tenant houses.  Today, in the 
suburban growth area of east Cobb County, historic structures in general have dwindled and it is 
yet more uncommon to find a representation of the tenant farming system that was once 
prevalent in the County.  The loss of saddlebag houses in Cobb County also exemplifies the loss 
of Cobb County’s agricultural history.  The 2007 Cobb County Historic Resources Survey identified 
nine saddlebag-type houses in the County.  Two are known to have been demolished, leaving the 
Casteel-Nix-Volin House likely one of eight saddlebags left in Cobb County. 
 
Tilling the Earth notes that tenant houses, if they endured, often saw changes as families were 
able to provide for improvements.  The context states that many tenant houses were 
“individualized by their residents, and some were later updated with modern conveniences, 
additional rooms and porches or new exterior siding.”5  This evolution is demonstrated in the 
Casteel-Nix-Volin House in that the historic saddlebag elements remain intact while a later 
addition provides for modern conveniences. 

                                                           
2 Roth, 41. 
3 Scott, 54. 
4 Messick, Joseph and Adams, 89. 
5 Messick, Joseph and Adams, 89. 
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Photograph Descriptions 

 

 1. House and Landscape – Facing North 

 2. House – South Façade and Garden 

 3. House – South and West Façades 

 4. House – West Façade 

 5. House – North Façade 

 6. House – North and East Facade 

 7. West Side Yard and Outbuilding 

 8. East Side Yard – Facing Southeast 

 9. Parking Area – Facing South 

 10. Driveway – Facing East 

 11. Front Garden – Facing Northeast 

 12. Front Garden – Facing Southeast 

 13. Creek – Facing North 

 14.  Rear Garden – Facing Southwest 

 15. Old Photograph (date unknown) – Subject Property and Landscape (taken  

       from near driveway bridge) 

 16. House and Landscape – Facing West (taken from near driveway bridge to  

        provide similar view to Photograph #15) 

 17. Old Photograph (date unknown) – Adjacent Main Farmhouse (taken         

  from near driveway bridge) 

 18. Adjacent Main Farmhouse House and Landscape – Facing East (taken from  

  near driveway bridge to provide similar view to Photograph #17) 
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Casteel-Nix-Volin House  
1763 Holly Springs Road 
Marietta, Georgia  30062 

 
Cobb County Register of Historic Places 

Justification Report – Addendum 

 

Wesley Usher, along with her ex-husband Jim Blanchard, owned the Casteel-Nix-Volin House 
between 1997 and 2005.  They completed a renovation of the property between 1997 and 2001.  
Ms. Usher came forward in December 2019 to offer additional details on the renovation of the 
property at that time.  This addendum is provided in order to offer additional details and 
clarification on the Casteel-Nix-Volin House. 
 

 The renovation included enclosing a screen porch to form a living room between 1997-1998.   

 Also during 1997, the enclosed portion of the front porch was made habitable by adding 
floors, walls, and ceiling. 

 The front porch steps were constructed during the renovation.   

 The foundation was filled out with concrete blocks with a stucco façade.   

 Work on the siding was completed during this renovation. 

 The front and rear boxwood gardens were installed during landscape renovations between 
1997 and 2000.   

 The picket fencing, retaining walls, and trellises were also installed during the 1997-2000 
landscape renovations.   

 The house was known as “Butterfly Cottage” during the Blanchard’s ownership. 
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