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Overwinter Landscaping
for Water Quality
Best Management Practices

The
Breakdown
During the cold fall and winter seasons in Cobb County, our landscape visually changes with the dormancy
of much of our turf, shrubs and trees. As the seasons advance, so must our practices to properly maintain the
landscaping of our workplaces. Fall and winter landscaping care presents both challenges to protecting our
water resources as well as opportunities to conserve water and sustainably prepare for the coming spring.
Fallen leaves, for example, are a common contributor to water pollution because they add excess nutrients to
our streams, disrupting the balance of our stream ecosystems.

Leaf Blowers
Leaf blowers are widely used to manage falling leaves
during the winter season. They can often contribute to
noise pollution in a community, and when improperly
used, can have a detrimental impact on water quality.
Make sure that leaves are blown into centralized piles on
your property before being bagged as yard waste for
disposal. Blown leaves off onto the streets can clog storm
drains which may lead to an increased risk in localized
flooding.
When excess leaf litter travels through storm drains to
our local water ways, they provide excess nutrients for
bacteria to grow, depleting the dissolved oxygen that
many pollution sensitive gill-breathing organisms such
as fish, amphibians, crustaceans, and macroinvertebrates
need to survive. These organisms often help keep more
pollution tolerant insects such as mosquitoes, midges,
black flies, and no-see-ums.

Talk to Your Contractor
Businesses, institutions and multi-residential real estate properties oftentimes have landscaping and
irrigation professionals maintaining their lawns, shrubs and trees for them. Even if you don’t play an
active role in the maintenance of the exterior of your workplace, reach out to these professionals and
educate yourself on their current practices, and whether they can incorporate some of the following
recommended best management practices.

Replacing Lawns with
Low-Maintenance Plantings
The fall is a great time to incorporating new shrubs and
trees because roots will be well established for planting.
Examine your lawn for opportunities to turn unsuitable
areas for lawns such as steep slopes or wet and shady
areas, into gardens with low-maintenance plantings.
Hardy plants that are well adapted for our local climate
and best suited for a specific site and purpose can be found
with the help from the UGA Cooperative Extension.
These can reduce the need for fertilizers, pesticides,
mowing and watering, and improve the aesthetic appeal
of your workplace. For example, the range of a flowerbed
area can be expanded with low-maintenance plantings,
and you can choose turfs only to fulfill a function, such as
active recreation.
Visit the Water Quality Lab's Wildlife & Rain Garden at 662 South Cobb
Drive in Marietta, GA for sustainable landscape ideas and inspiration.

Non-Toxic
Pest Control
Maintaining a healthy landscape will allow plants to resist pests and crowd out weeds. If you must actively
control pests, select the least toxic methods available. For instance, assessing the grading of your land and
making corrections to improve drainage can reduce standing water and limit breeding areas for mosquitoes.
It also helps to talk to your lawn care professional or responsible staff person about the type of insecticides,
herbicides and fertilizers that they routinely use, and to observe their practices following safe usage and
disposal of those products.

Watering
with Care
Maintaining a healthy landscape will allow plants to resist pests and crowd out weeds. If you must actively
control pests, select the least toxic methods available. For instance, assessing the grading of your land and
making corrections to improve drainage can reduce standing water and limit breeding areas for mosquitoes.
It also helps to talk to your lawn care professional or responsible staff person about the type of insecticides,
herbicides and fertilizers that they routinely use, and to observe their practices following safe usage and
disposal of those products.

Protecting Streams
and Open Channels
If your workplace’s building site has a storm water easement, channel or a drainage ditch, check it out and
inspect its condition for signs of pollution and eroding banks. Allowing at least 50 feet of deep-rooted
vegetation to grow along the banks helps to protect streams by filtering pollutants, slowing fast-flowing water
and preventing soil from eroding further. They also provide natural habitat for local wildlife. Keeping these
storm water channels free from trash, debris, chemicals and yard waste help protect our local stream health.
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