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The
Breakdown
Dry Detention Ponds are designed to store stormwater runoff
and release it at a controlled rate to systems that ultimately lead to
rivers and streams. They are key structures used to manage
stormwater in our County. Impervious surfaces such as buildings,
parking lots, roads and sidewalks are surfaces that rainwater
flows over, rather than absorbing into the soil. Fast-moving
stormwater left uncontrolled can cause localized flooding and
erosion downstream. Dry detention ponds, also known as dry
detention basins, or dry ponds for short, help to slow that runoff
and prevent both from occurring.
It is important to regularly maintain stormwater management
systems, because without it, they will eventually stop working
properly, and will lose their ability to control flooding and remove
pollutants from stormwater. Dry detention ponds can be found
throughout Cobb County, including multi-residential and
commercially owned properties.
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Retention
versus Detention
Although retention ponds and detention ponds are often used interchangeably, they refer to two different
types of stormwater maintenance systems that vary greatly in how they are structured and how they work.
In contrast, retention ponds are designed to store stormwater without releasing it (except through
evaporation, soil infiltration, or emergency bypass). Unlike retention ponds, which tend to hold water
yearlong, detention ponds are typically dry during non-rainy days.

Key Features
of a Dry Detention Pond
The most distinguishable characteristic of a dry pond is how it holds stormwater during and
immediately after stormwater events. Regularly observing it during both rainy and non-rainy days is key
to properly identify it and assess its condition. When they’re dry, there are a few basic components that
you can readily observe:
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This is one example of a dry detention pond. The basin and the outlet control structure is clearly visible.

Best Care
Practices
If the excess public swimming
pool water cannot be practically
discharged to the sanitary sewer,
there are several guidelines that
should be followed:

Routinely mow in and around
the intlet, outlet and basins
areas to clear excess vegetation.

If you are looking for assistance or
services to maintain your dry pond,
there are local businesses that
specialise in the design, inspection
and maintenance and repair of
stormwater ponds that can help.

Conduct inspections at least
once a year and after major
storm events.
Clear out any debris,
sediment or leaf buildup to
prevent obstructions.
Look for signs of erosion or
structural damage and make
repairs if necessary.

Implementing
a Maintenance Plan
1//
Having a plan can help sped up
proper maintenance. Although
they can vary depending on the
business and site, every plan
should contain the following:
For help determine how to
maintain your system, call
Cobb County Stormwater
Management listed below.

A delineation of all stormwater management facilities
(including maintenance access and vegetated buffer areas).

2//
3//

Provision for the routine and non-routine inspection of
every component within the system. A professional
engineer should be retained to inspect structural facilities
and to conduct emergency inspections.
A list of the tasks required to maintain each component of
the stormwater management system and a schedule for
completing these tasks. This should include both
preventative and corrective activities.

4//

The party responsible for performing each of the
maintenance activities described.

5//

A description of on-going landscape maintenance needs,
including soil erosion control.
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