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Today’s Agenda

Welcome and Introductions

Project Overview

Timeline and Tasks

Community Context

Environmental Characteristics

Biking & Walking Network

What We’ve Seen and Heard

Questions and Open Discussion



Click “Q&A” to ask
the project team a
question

Click “Reactions” 
to “raise” 

your hand to 
indicate you’d like 

to speak

Meeting Participation Guidelines

Join the interactive poll

• From your laptop, tablet, or phone, open 
a browser window

• GO TO: www.Menti.com

• ENTER CODE: 5676 0059

Or just scan the code below!





Project Overview



The extension will:

• Expand the existing Noonday Creek Trail, 
which currently ends at the trailhead on 
Bells Ferry Road, to Noonday Creek Park. 

• Ultimately close the gap between the 
current Trail and the project underway in 
Cherokee County, which connects to the 
City of Woodstock.

Noonday Creek Trail Extension is one of the 
8 priority trail projects identified in the Cobb 
County Greenways and Trail Master Plan

The purpose of this study is to develop safe, 
connected, multimodal, and cost-effective 
solutions to the project trail

Study Purpose



Existing Noonday Creek Trail

• The existing Noonday Creek Trail stretches 7 
miles from Kennesaw Mountain to Bells Ferry 
Road. 

• Noonday Creek Trail is part of the larger 
Mountain-to-River (MTR) Trail network which 
connects Kennesaw Mountain to the 
Chattahoochee River. 

• Today, three trailheads provide access to the 
trail: Bells Ferry, Barrett Lakes Boulevard, and 
Kennesaw Mountain.

Bells Ferry 
Trailhead

Barrett Lakes 
Boulevard

Kennesaw 
Mountain



Cobb County Greenways & Trails Master Plan

Things we heard: 

During development of the Greenways & Trails Master 
Plan, the Noonday Creek Trail Extension was 
consistently one of the most common desires and top 
priorities throughout community engagement 
activities. 

• 22% of people surveyed at the Bells Ferry Trailhead 
indicated they would like more connections to other 
trails or transportation facilities 

• 11% of all comments on proposed new trails during 
summer festivals supported the proposed 
extension of the Noonday Creek Trails

“Please finish 
Noonday Creek Trail 

to Cherokee 
County!”

“It would be so easy to 
improve access to the 

Noonday Creek Trail and I 
wouldn’t need a car to 

access it.”

Source: Cobb County Greenways & Trails Master Plan Study Team



Noonday Creek Trail as a Regional Priority
Regionally Significant 

Trails (ARC)Noonday 
Creek Trail 
Extension• Noonday Creek Trail and the proposed 

extension, and the Mountain-to-River Trail, 
fall within the Atlanta Regional Commission’s 
(ARC) “Northwest Corridor Trail.”

• This is a Regionally Significant Trail, making 
it a priority for regional and federal funding.

• This system connects to the broader regional 
trail network, including the Silver Comet Trail.



Noonday Creek Trail in Cherokee County

• The City of Woodstock is getting ready to build an 
extension of Noonday Creek Trail from its terminus 
at SR 92 (Alabama Road) to Shallowford Road over 
the County line. Construction is anticipated to begin 
in October.

• This portion of the trail will be about two miles long, 
generally following Noonday Creek. 

• The dual-county extension between the existing 
segments will create a shared trail for cyclists and 
pedestrians, and increase access to commercial and 
residential areas, including downtown Woodstock. 

• The design is for a 10-foot wide concrete path with 
buffers and slopes to protect sensitive 
environmental areas as needed. 

• At Shallowford Road, there will be an at-grade 
roadway crossing with a Rapid Flashing Beacon. As 
part of this study, our team will evaluate other 
crossing options. 

CHEROKEE

COBB



Criteria and Considerations for 
Proposed Noonday Creek Trail Extension

• Consistency with the vision and goals of Cobb 
County’s Comprehensive Transportation Plan and 
Greenway & Trails Master Plan, and the Atlanta 
Region’s Plan (ARC)

• Broad public and stakeholder support

• Maximize safety, connectivity, and efficiency

• Address the existing and future needs of trail users

• Leverage federal funding opportunities



Timeline and Tasks
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Public Engagement

• Project Website

https://www.cobbcounty.org/trail-planning

• Intercept Surveys and Online Survey

Conducted in Spring & Summer 2022

Online Survey will Close Sunday, July 31st!

• Online Interactive Map

Launching today!

• Walking Tours/Listening Sessions

Summer/Early Fall 2022

• Public Meetings

First (virtual) meeting today

Next public outreach event in late Fall

https://www.cobbcounty.org/trail-planning


Stakeholder Engagement

• The Stakeholder Steering Committee (SSC) serves as 
an advisory board and will provide feedback on 
opportunities and concerns, and assist with outreach 
to the broader community. 

• Will meet four times during the study, to coincide 
with key milestones. 

• Members include neighborhood and HOA 
representatives, Bells Ferry Elementary School, public 
agencies from Cobb and Cherokee Counties, and 
representatives from ARC and Georgia Department 
of Transportation (GDOT).



Existing Conditions and Technical Analysis

• Review prior plans and studies to ensure 
coordination with previous efforts.

• Examine characteristics of the natural 
environment, historical and archaeological 
resources, and land use and transportation 
network, including traffic and safety at 
potential road crossings.

• Analysis will help inform the development of 
alternative trail alignments and 
recommendations.



Alternative Analysis and Concept 
Report

• Based on the outcomes of the technical analysis and 
feedback from the SSC and community members, the 
project team will develop potential trail alignments 
for consideration.

• Potential alignments will be evaluated based on cost, 
feasibility, community support, and other factors.

• Deliverables will include Cobb County concept report 
which will highlight the “preferred alternative” and 
provide cost estimates and typical sections, and 
accompanying visuals.



Final Project Deliverables

• In addition to Cobb County concept report, a final report 
document will summarize the study process and break 
down the overall project into segments or phases for 
implementation.



Community Context



Community Connectivity

• The existing Noonday Creek Trail is an amenity for 
numerous communities and provides connectivity to the 
Town Center area, KSU and the Fifth Third Bank Stadium, 
and office and commercial uses.

• The proposed extension would connect the Bells Ferry 
Trailhead with Noonday Creek Park to the north. 

• It would close the gap between the existing Noonday 
Creek Trail in Cobb County and the ongoing extension of 
Noonday Creek Trail in Cherokee County. 



• The area around the proposed extension is 
primarily residential.

• Single-family residential to the north, east, 
and south of the Bells Ferry trailhead

• Multi-family residential towards the west

• There are several parcels of County-owned 
land that can be utilized for the proposed trail.

• Bells Ferry Road provides a connection to 
numerous commercial, recreational and 
educational facilities, including Town Center 
Mall and surrounding retail, Kennesaw State 
University, and several sports facilities.

Cobb County-Owned Parcels

Land Use



Four roadways cross over Noonday Creek in the 
proposed trail extension corridor:

• Bells Ferry Road NE

• Hawkins Store Road NE

• New Chastain Road NE

• Shallowford Road NE

It will be important to consider how the trail 
would cross each of these locations – over, 
under, or at-grade. 

Transportation Network –
Roadway Crossings Shallowford Rd

Hawkins Store Rd

New Chastain Rd

Bells Ferry Rd



• Sidewalks at Potential Roadway Crossings

• On the south side of Shallowford Road at the Noonday Park entry, but 
there is a gap to the west on the bridge over Noonday Creek. 

• On both sides of Hawkins Store Road near Noonday Park; southerly 
portion ends west of the park and creek. 

• On the south side of New Chastain Road, but no dedicated walkway on 
the bridge that crosses the creek.

• On the west side of Bells Ferry Road, leading to the trailhead; on the 
east side, no sidewalk in the immediate vicinity.

• Sidewalk within neighborhoods near Noonday Creek varies depending on 
the age of the subdivision.

• There are limited on-street bicycle facilities near the proposed trail. 
Extending Noonday Creek Trail would potentially expand access to the Town 
Center CID’s Bikeshare program – there is a docking station at the Bells Ferry 
Trailhead. 

Transportation Network –
Walking and Biking
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Bells Ferry Road Bridge and Water Main Replacement

• Bells Ferry Road lacks places for people to walk 
and bike, and has high vehicle speeds and
congestion at some intersections. 

• The Bells Ferry Road bridge over Noonday Creek is 
slated to be replaced as part of Cobb County’s 
2022 Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax 
(SPLOST). 

• Details of the design will be worked out during this 
project and will likely include sidewalk and/or multi-
use trail.

• The design would also need to accommodate the 
extension of Noonday Creek Trail.

• Additionally, Cobb Water System is planning to 
replace a water main along Bells Ferry Road – to 
be coordinated with the bridge replacement.



Environmental 
Characteristics



• Noonday Creek is a FEMA regulated stream in the 
Etowah Watershed. 

• Most of the proposed alignment is located within a 
floodplain or floodway, which will require permits to 
construct the trail.

• Constructing a trail on either side of Noonday Creek 
would have wetland and stream impacts; specific 
impacts will depend on the trail alignment and 
potential structures needed (such as boardwalks).

• Because there are parallel streams to the east of 
Noonday Creek, a wider buffer between the trail and 
creek may be needed in some areas.

Characteristics of the Creek



• Potential historic resources (1974 or older) were 
surveyed within one-half mile on either side of 
Noonday Creek. These include: 

• One bridge (Bells Ferry Rd)

• Two parks (Canterbury Soccer Park and Noonday 
Park)

• Nine neighborhoods and 21 houses

• As the project alignment is refined, several 
properties will likely move outside the area of 
potential effect.

• Once the project moves into design, further 
evaluation will be done to determine historic 
property eligibility.

Historic Resources



What We’ve Seen 
& Heard



Intercept and Online Survey
• 648 surveys completed (as of 7/12/22)

• People visit the trail primarily:

• For health/exercise

• To experience nature and wildlife

• To walk their dog or another pet

• Most people visit 2-5 times a month, year-
round

• Most people drive to the trailheads, but 
around 11% walk or run from surrounding 
communities



Intercept and Online Survey (continued)

• About 1/3 of respondents said that Noonday Creek 
is their favorite trail to use in the area.

• Respondents choose Noonday Creek Trail and 
other local trails because they are convenient to 
reach from work or home and respondents 
enjoy the scenery.

• The most popular features and amenities and trails 
include:

• Restrooms

• Scenic overlooks/boardwalks

• Green space/grassy areas















Online Interactive Map

View the online interactive map and 
provide your thoughts and ideas. 
Use the link below or scan the code 
with your smartphone. 

https://wikimapping.com/Noonday-
Creek-Trail-Study.html

https://wikimapping.com/Noonday-Creek-Trail-Study.html


Questions and 
Open Discussion



Study Next Steps

• Incorporate feedback from the community

• Complete draft existing conditions report

• Compile results from online mapping exercise

• Begin identifying potential alternative alignments



Please take the survey and share with 
your friends and neighbors!

Survey will be open through

Sunday, July 31st

Online Survey



Thank you!

Laura Beall

Cobb County DOT 
Planning Division Manager

Laura.Beall@CobbCounty.org

Erin Thoresen

Gresham Smith
Consultant Project Manager

Erin.Thoresen@GreshamSmith.com

Visit the project website to learn more or get in touch

www.CobbCounty.org/trail-planning

mailto:Laura.Beall@CobbCounty.org
mailto:Erin.Thoresen@GreshamSmith.com
http://www.cobbcounty.org/trail-planning
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