Why doesn t the new I\Iotlon Custom
Agents work for me?

In this short article | share why the pricing in credits breaks clearly for me'the
'value'of the Notion Custom Agents’l've built'and tésted. | also share'why |'think
the interface and tools are really good and why I'll continue to use the Notron
'Personal Agent H|nt it s pncrng is a monthly fee wrthout surpnses
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The custom agents are out in notion
‘Yesterday Notion launched it's custom Agent feature. As someone who uses a

lot'Notion and’ who isa brt of a geek thrs felt lrke havrng anew toy in the
'sandbox
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:Th:is feat:u re basically allows you: to:creat:e di:ffe:ren:t minI:AI :bots t:hat: not o:n ly
have their own custom prompt, but also can do two things that the normal
Notion Agent can't do: .

e CustomAgen'ts can run on their own. For example y'ou'can set triggers like '
' run every day at 05: OO or you can set a trrgger like “run Whenever I get a

new emall So they can do stuff whlle you do somethrng else and wrthout
“having to thInk to launch them.

"~ « Custom Agents can use other tools. For example a custorn Agent in Notion"
‘can draft emarls in your Gmall lnbox or archrve stuff in your |nbox ' '

As. always with Notion, they have really created a great interface for the whole -
thing.It's super easy to-create a custom agent. And it -feels really "notiony" to-
‘build and use them. T

The pricing makes no sense for ateam of one -

iThe problem of th|s new feature is not the feature In fact |t san approach in
the same idea than Claude Code but for people who live in Notion, and. it really .
fits for people who live in Notion.

The problem IS the pncrng It's a credit based system So you buy a bunch of
:credIts and you can use them Wrth 10 bucks you get 10" 000 credIts Wh|ch
sounds l|ke alot. But after bu|ld|ng two Notion Agents and playIng a b|t WIth
them, | was already over 10'000 credits.

Fortunately for the whole rest of the month of Februrary and March you don't
have yet to pay for credits so that you can get a sense of how much you would '
'need Thrs means I dldnt lose 10 bucks just playlng a b|t wrth the tool '

I'm not someone who has their employer paying for Notion: It's a tool that {1 pay -
by myself. | pay already about 20 bucks per month for it. And Im happy with it,
‘because every time [ use it to’ record long interviews that I turn into books it
'really pays for |tself '

But paying extra for Custom Agents and espeCIally with a credit system just -

-doesn't work for me. The whole credit system for me removes the key benefit of-
‘such a tool: not having to worry and know things are handled. If | would use it, | -
‘would haveto worry about how much cash that thlng can burn. '

'What I'm usrng mstead

I'm baslcally gomg to cont|nue to use the normal Not|on Agent for wh|ch you
.can have one big instruction page. And within that instruction.page I'll continue.
to have a table with a list of shortcuts and the prompts that | want Notion to -
run when | write the shortcut.:

:I w:as :doi:ng:thi:s before the: cu:sto:m I\Iotion Agents came out and I'll con:tin:ue :to
use this.

T will just not be able to use the automatic triggering, which for me isn't an'issue
at all. 1 also won't be able to use Notion to run thrngs in other tools I wasn t o
'able to do that before so that s not a change for me anyways '

‘And the good thing about the setup | have is that it's a monthly fee that doesn't:
'change | know what| pay forand | have no supnses or worries. '

As.I'm golng to contlnue to wrrte short blographles of people based on .
interviews | then turn into books, paying for Notion Al makes.a lot of sense for .
‘me. But paying extra for custom agents, doesn't.



