ETHN 149 (HIUS 139): African American History in the 20" Century
MWEF 2:00-2:50PM
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Professor: Dr. Martin L. Boston (You can call me Doc Martin)

Location: Zoom (https://zoom.ucsd.edu) & Canvas

Office Hours and Location: by appointment via Zoom (https://zoom.ucsd.edu/)
Email: mboston@ucsd.edu

Course Description: African American History can be understood in part as a history of movements
toward freedom. Ever since Black people began arriving on the shores of North America, African and
Americanized African peoples have been resisting the contexts of slavery, structural racism,
oppression, and exclusion in which they found themselves; struggling to achieve freedom. In this class
we will approach our study of African American History in the 20th Century by asking ourselves an
important question: how do significant historical events of the 20th Century relate to the history (and
genealogy) of Black freedom struggles in the US? In other words, we will frame our study of Af. Am.
History during the 20th c. within the prevailing historical contexts of Black freedom struggles dating
back to 1619. Our class will focus predominantly on the first 75 years of the 20th c. This course will
look at meaningful people, events, and processes in order to think about the ways in which black
people defined ‘freedom’ and worked to achieve it in the 20th c. (What happens to a dream differed?)

Class Structure:

Mondays
e There will be live class sessions every Monday via Zoom this Winter quarter except Week 10
(5/31) due to Memortial Day. This class will take place instead on Wednesday, 6/2 during
normally scheduled class time. Besides Week 10, on Mondays, when there are live class
sessions, Professor Boston will review the previous week’s main themes and foreshadow the
week to come. Professor Boston will also field any questions or concerns at this time. There
will be no live class session on Wednesdays or Fridays except for the exception.

e There will also be uploaded to Canvas on Mondays reading presentations for readings due that
day. Students who sign up for reading presentations that are due on Mondays will need to send
their reading presentation paper assignment to Professor Boston by the Sunday prior by
11:59pm. *More information on reading presentations can be found in the reading
presentations explanation later in this document.*


mailto:mboston@ucsd.edu

o Students who are not presenting on a given Monday are required to read each
presentation document that day and comment on one of each presenter’s discussion
questions on Canvas by 11:59pm that day. *More information on discussion posts
can be found in the discussion posts explanation later in this document.*

Wednesdays & Fridays
e No live class sessions (Except Week 10 — Wednesday, 6/2).

e There will be uploaded to Canvas on Wednesdays and Fridays reading presentations for
readings due that day. Students who sign up for reading presentations that are due on
Wednesdays will need to send their reading presentation paper assignment to Professor
Boston by the Tuesday prior by 11:59pm. Students who have Friday presentations will need
to send their reading presentation paper assignment to Professor Boston by the Thursday
prior by 11:59pm. *More information on reading presentations can be found in the
reading presentations explanation later in this document.*

o Students who are not presenting on a given Wednesday or Friday are required to
read each presentation that day and comment on one of each presenter’s discussion
questions on Canvas by 11:59pm that day. *More information on discussion posts
can be found in the discussion posts explanation later in this document.*

Required Texts: (Can be Purchased at UCSD Bookstore)
1. Manning Marable, Race, Reform & Rebellion ¥*C

**C = I have uploaded a PDF under “Files” on Canvas

NOTE: Most Readings can be found on Canvas in the Course Readings folder under Files. However,
2 of the 3 (Chapters 7 & 8) Nesbitt Chapters are in Course Reserves and Chapter 6 is on Canvas. Also,
Week 7 Friday’s readings are found online, so please pay attention to the syllabus as you go along in
the class.

To get access to online readings off campus you must have access to the UCSD off-campus VPN.
For instructions to set this up go to: https://library.ucsd.edu/computing-and-technology/connect-
from-off-campus/ . If you still have trouble, go to the library and have the staff there help you
troubleshoot the issue.

Other Course Readings:

All additional texts are available on Electronic Course Reserves (https://library.ucsd.edu/borrow-
and-request/course-reserves/index.html). I may also add texts in the future under the “Files” tab on
Canvas (canvas.ucsd.edu). You will be notified when and if additional texts will be added to these
locations.

Course Requirements:

Final grades are based on the successful completion of class requirements as weighted below. Students
must complete all assighments to pass the course. No late or make-up assignments will be acceptable
without documentation of an emergency. Pass/Fail: passing grade is 70% and above.

Grade & Grade Distribution:
¢ (1) Reading Presentation - 20%
e Discussion Boards - 20%


https://library.ucsd.edu/borrow-and-request/course-reserves/index.html
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e Midterm Exam - 25%
e Weeklong Discussion Wrap-Up Journal Entries (2) - 10%
e TFinal Paper - 25%

Grading focuses primarily on how thoughtfully and insightfully you engage course content, including
your ability to understand and articulate arguments made in lecture and in readings. I also expect clear,
grammatically correct writing.

Attendance: You are allowed one absence from Monday live sessions, no questions asked. These are
intended for emergencies, not for those days where you “don’t feel like going to class.” There is no
need to email an excuse for these emergencies but feel free to send one if you wish. However, beyond
this one excused absence, attendance is mandatory. I start tallying attendance Week 3. Missing section
after that will negatively affect your final grade starting on your second absence. 4 absences will
result in failing the course. Only university sanctioned absences (with timely notification) or
documented emergencies will be acceptable excuses for missing Monday live sessions.

NOTE: Zoom sends a report that tells Professor Boston who was on the live session, what times
they signed in and signed off, and how long their main screen was the Zoom session (if you spend the
time with Zoom active but surfing the internet in another window, Zoom can detect this). You must
be present the whole time to be considered as present for class.

Reading Presentations and Discussion Boards:

Students will be responsible for presenting (1) assigned reading during the quarter. The presentation
will be graded on the thoroughness, accuracy and quality of your presentations. The discussion boards
will be graded cumulatively per week with how you engage and respond to the rest of your classmates’
presentation questions. Each student will sign up for (1) date to prepare a presentation at the
beginning of the quarter. Students will be responsible for summarizing the texts, providing analysis of
key terms, concepts, and quotes and facilitating discussion on their assigned reading(s). Each student
will be required to email a copy of their presentation document to their instructor the night
prior to the reading due date. This document should have the following:

e A brief bio of the author. Could be a few bullet points.

e A brief summary of the text(s). (Should be % to a page single spaced)

e (4) Key Terms & Concepts with definitions for each

¢ (2) Key Nouns — People, Places or Things important to the reading with definitions for each

e (3) Central Quotes with Page Numbers (i.e. quotes that show the thesis, main argument(s)
and/or intentions of the atticle, and/or articulate key definition(s) and/or theoretical ideas/
developments) with a few sentences explaining their significance

e And, (3) Challenging discussion questions (These are questions you will pose to the class in
order to facilitate discussion of the texts and really help students understand and apply key
ideas in your reading)

Students will email their presentation to Professor Boston by 11:59pm the day prior to when the
reading is due. Professor Boston will upload your presentation document to Canvas so the rest of the
class can read the presentation at their convenience and take notes as they read the text in order to
answer discussion questions. Each student will be responsible for going on the discussion board for
each reading and participate in the discussion of at least one of the discussion questions per
presentation. If no student is signed up for the reading, students still must submit discussion board
entries. However, instead of being prompted by presentation questions, students will just write their



general impressions after reading or respond to a classmate’s general impressions. Regardless, these
must be quality responses and must be at least a paragraph long, at least 5-6 sentences long. Your
posts must talk about the readings specifically. So, either use a quote or paraphrase the reading. Your
instructor will tally your responses for each session and grade them cumulatively per week.

Midterm Exam:
The exam will be a mixture of multiple choice, fill in the blank, short answer response and
word/picture association questions, which will total 25 points. It will be an open book exam that you
will take remotely. I will post the exam to Canvas when the exam is supposed to start, and then you
will be given 1-hour to complete it and turn it in to Canvas. More information to come closer to the
date of the exam.

Weeklong Discussion Wrap-Up Journal Entries (2):

Each student is responsible for producing two 2-3 page weeklong discussion wrap-up journal entries.
Students will summarize their discussions in discussion boards for 2 different weeks of their choosing
and write a paper/ journal entry for each. These journal enttries should talk about the presentations
they engaged, the questions they answered, the responses they wrote and how they engaged with other
students in the conversations during that entire week in order to highlight how your understanding of
key themes, concepts and definitions in the course developed over that week. To be clear: Do not
copy and paste your answers from your week’s discussions but instead summarize how all of your
answers that week showed how your analysis of a specific theme of your choosing developed over
that week. All papers must be typed, double-spaced, with 1-inch margins. They are due by 11:59PM
PST on the Sunday following your week of discussion posts. You will upload your papers to a link
provided by the professor on Canvas. Please do not email me your response unless I specifically tell
you to do so.

Final Paper:

Students will be required to write a paper based on a prompt provided that will consider the themes
of the course broadly and use course readings as evidence for their argumentation. This paper will be
3-4 pages in length. More information will be given prior to its due date.

Email Policy:

Email updates about the course will be sent frequently. Reading emails sent from Professor are
required. “I did not see the email,” “it went to my junk mail,” etc. are not viable excuses. Please be
sute you have your email linked to your smartphone and that “mboston@ucsd.edu” is not an address
that is sent to your junk mail. Professor Boston will also send announcements through Canvas, which
you will receive via email as well.

Also, please observe standard email etiquette and formatting. Send all email from your UCSD account
and please put the course title in the subject line. I will do my best to respond to your questions within
24 hours. Email is a good way for you to ask short and/or logistical questions or set up office
appointments. If you have questions that require an in-depth answer, please schedule an office hours
appointment.

Disability Access

Students requesting accommodations for this course due to a disability must provide a current
Authorization for Accommodation (AFA) letter issued by the Office for Students with Disabilities
(OSD) located in University Center 202. Please make arrangements to contact the instructor. Contact
the OSD for further information: disabilities.ucsd.edu



Title IX Compliance

The Office for the Prevention of Harassment & Discrimination (OPHD) provides assistance to
students, faculty, and staff regarding reports of bias, harassment, and discrimination. OPHD is the
UC San Diego Title IX office. Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 is the federal law that
prohibits sex discrimination in educational institutions that are recipients of federal funds. Students
have the right to an educational environment that is free from harassment and discrimination.

Students have options for reporting incidents of sexual violence and sexual harassment. Information
about reporting options may be obtained at OPHD at ophd.ucsd.edu. Students may receive
confidential assistance at CARE at the Sexual Assault Resource Center at care.ucsd.edu or Counseling
and Psychological Services at caps.ucsd.edu.

Additional Resources:
e Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD): http://disabilities.ucsd.edu/about/
e Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS): http://caps.ucsd.edu/
e Writing Center (127 Mandeville): http://writingcenter.ucsd.edu/

- Writing + Critical Expression Hub at the Teaching + Learning Commons:
http://commons.ucsd.edu/students/writing/index.html

Interested in Majoring/Minoring in Ethnic Studies? Please Contact:
Moénica Rodriquez de Cabaza
Department of Ethnic Studies
858 534-3277
EthnicStudies@ucsd.edu

Course Schedule:

Week1:::3/29—-4/2

Monday (3/29)
- Syllabus Review

Wednesday (3/31)
- Kevin Gaines, “African”
- E. Patrick Johnson, “Black”
Friday (4/2)
- Hall, Stuart. “What is this Black in Black Popular Culture” in Black Popular Culture, Ed. Gina
Dent (1998)
- Robin DG Kelley, Freedom Dreams- “Introduction”

Week 2 :::4/5-4/9
Monday (4/5)
- Manning Marable, Race, Reform & Rebellion- “Prologue: The Legacy of the First
Reconstruction”
- W.E.B. Du Bois, The Souls of Black Folk- Read -- The Forethought, Ch. 1 and Ch. 4
Wednesday (4/7)
- Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, “Colonialism”

- Gutierrez, Ramon A., “Internal Colonialism: An American Theory of Race”



Friday (4/9)
- Ida B. Wells-Barnett, “Booker T. Washington and his Critics”

- Martin O. Jjere, “W.E.B. Du Bois and Marcus Garvey as Pan-Africanists: A Study in Contrast”

Week 3:::4/12-4/16
Monday (4/12)
- Manning Marable, Race, Reform & Rebellion- “Chapter 2: Cold War in Black America”
- Mary-Elizabeth B. Murphy, “African Americans in the Great Depression and New Deal”
Wednesday (4/14)
- IDA B. WELLS, “LYNCH LAW IN AMERICA” (1900)
- Haley, Sarah. ““Like I Was a Man”: Chain Gangs, Gender, and the Domestic Carceral
Sphere in Jim Crow Georgia”. Signs (2013)
Friday (4/16)
- Jones, Claudia. “An End to the Neglect of the Problems of the Negro Woman!”

- Davis, Angela. “I Used To Be Your Sweet Mama” in Blues I egacies and Black Feminism: Gertrude
"Ma'" Rainey, Bessie Smith, and Billie Holiday (1999)

Week 4 :::4/19-4/23
Monday (4/19)
- Manning Marable, Race, Reform & Rebellion- “Chapter 3: Demand for Reform”
- King, Jr. Martin Luther. “Letter from a Birmingham Jail.” (1963) in I Have a Dream: Writings
and Speeches That Changed the World, Special 75th Anniversary Edition (2003)
Wednesday (4/21)
- Manning Marable, Race, Reform & Rebellion- “Chapter 4: We Shall Overcome”
- Baldwin, James. “My Dungeon Shook” from The Fire Next Time. 1962
Friday (4/23)
- Morris, Aldon D. “Chapter 2 - Beginnings and Confrontations” in The Origins of the Civil Rights
Movement: Black Communities Organizing for Change pp. 17-39.

Week 5 :::4/26 —4/30
Monday (4/26)

- Watch: Black Power Mixtape and Discuss in relation to Week 4’s readings in discussion
board
Wednesday (4/28)
- No Reading Assignment — Midterm Prep
Friday (4/30) ***Midterm Exam***

- No Reading Assighment — Midterm Exam

Week 6:::5/3-5/7
Monday (5/3)

- Manning Marable, Race, Reform & Rebellion- “Chapter 5: Black Power”

- Esch, Betsy and Robin D.G. Kelley. “Black Like Mao: Red China and the Black Revolution”
Wednesday (5/5)

- Hamilton, Charles V. and Kwame Ture. “Chapter 2 - Black Power: Its Need and Substance”

trom Black Power: The Politics of Liberation pp. 34-56.
- Malcolm X. The Ballot or the Bullet (1964).




Friday (5/7)

- Fleming, Tyler. "A Marriage of Inconvenience: Miriam Makeba’s Relationship with Stokely
Carmichael and Her Music Cateer in the United States." Safundi. 17.3 (2016): 312-338.

Week 7 ::: 5/10 - 5/14
Monday (5/10)
- Manning Marable, Race, Reform & Rebellion- “Chapter 6: Black Rebellion”
- Sean L. Malloy, “The Panthers in Winter, 1971-1981”
Wednesday (5/12)
- Lisanne M. Kwantes, “The Deacons for Defense and Justice: Revolutionary Force or
Defensive Necessity?”
Friday (5/14)
- Mao Zedong, “Mao Zedong puts his own spin on race riots in America” (1968)
(https://bostonraremaps.com/inventory/mao-zedong-race-riots-1968/),
- Paul Ortiz, “The Anatomy of a Rebellion” (https://againstthecurrent.org/atc084/p1696/),
- Rollo Romig, “”’Dancing in the Street” Detroit’s Radical Anthem”
(https://www.newyorker.com/books/page-turner/dancing-in-the-street-detroits-radical-
anthem)

Week 8 ::: 5/17—-5/21
Monday (5/17)
- Manning Marable, Race, Reform & Rebellion- “Chapter 7: Reaction”
Wednesday (5/19)
- Gilmore, Ruthie. “Globalisation and US prison growth: from military Keynesianism to Post
Keynesian Militarism” in Race and Class (1999)
- Rose, Tricia. “All Aboard the Night Train: Flow, Layering, and Rupture in Postindustrial
New York™ in Black Noise: Rap Music and Black Culture in Contemporary America (1994)

Friday (5/21)
- Arthur L. Tolson and Q. R. Hand, Jr. “/REAGANOMICS AND BLACK AMERICANS”

- Webb, Gary. “Parts 1-3” from Dark Alliance, San Jose Mercury News (19906)
- Suggested Reading: Peter Kornbluh. “The Storm Over Dark Alliance”

Week 9 ::: 5/24 - 5/28
Monday (5/24)
- Nesbitt, Francis N. “Chapter 6™ in Race for Sanctions: African Americans Against Apartheid, 1946-
1994 (Blacks in the Diaspora). Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2004. (Canvas)
Wednesday (5/26)
- Nesbitt, Francis N. “Chapter 77 in Race for Sanctions: African Americans Against Apartheid, 1946-
1994 (Blacks in the Diaspora). Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2004. (Course Reserves)
Friday (5/28)
- Nesbitt, Francis N. “Chapter 8” in Race for Sanctions: African Americans Against Apartheid, 1946-
1994 (Blacks in the Diaspora). Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2004. (Course Reserves)

Week 10 ::: 5/31-6/4
Monday (5/31)

- No Class, No Readings — Memorial Day

Wednesday (6/2) ¥*¥Zoom Meeting Moved Here This Week**
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“Chapter 4” in Race, Media, and the Crisis of Civil Society: From Watts to Rodney King by Ronald N.
Jacobs
Friday (6/4
- “Chapter 57 in Race, Media, and the Crisis of Civil Society: From Watts to Rodney King by Ronald N.
Jacobs

***Final Paper Due Monday 6,7 by 11:59pm**¥



