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The purpose of this course is to provide an analytical introduction to the application of 
contemporary analytic political science to the understanding of historical and contemporary political 
issues.  

The course will focus on the 4 origins of the modern state; the conditions of the democratic 
stability and instability, and the political economy of modern democracies.  

Course grades will be based on one take home mid-term (40%, assigned approximately the end 
of the 5th week) and one take home final (60% assigned approximately Friday of the 10th week).  

There are no prerequisites and all are welcome. 
Readings:  
Ertmans, Thomas, Birth of the Leviathan–Read entire book by fifth week  
Mann, Michael, Fascists –Read entire book by tenth week 
Lijphart, Arend, Patterns of Democracy  
Spruyt, Hendrik, The Sovereign State and Its Competitors  
 
Instructions for Turnitin.com: 
Students agree that by taking this course all required papers will be subject to submission for textual 
similarity review for the detection of plagiarism at Turnitin.com.  All submitted papers will be included 
as source documents in the Turnitin.com reference database solely for the purpose of detecting 
plagiarism of such papers.  Use of the Turnitin.com service is subject to the terms of use agreement 
posted on the Turnitin.com site. Please reference the site for further details.    
 
Log into Turnitin.com with the following information:  
 
Class name: 120A Political Development of Western Europe   
Class ID: 4630166   
Password: Bismarck 
 
If you have not used Turnitin.com before. Visit the main webpage and click on the "Create Account" 
hyperlink in the top right corner of the screen.  Click on the "student" hyperlink in the middle of the 
screen. Enter the class id: 4630166 and the password: Bismarck in the fields provided and your personal 
information. You will be able to submit your midterm and final during the week prior to the in class due 
date. 

TAs: 
Robert Bond  (rbond@ucsd.edu; office hours: Monday 9-11 a.m., SSB 341  
Chris Fariss (cfariss@ucsd.edu; office hours: Monday 2-3 p.m., SSB 343 
Don Lee (donlee@ucsd.edu; office hours: Thursday 11 a.m.-12:p.m., SSB 346) 
Maya Oren (moren@ucsd.edu; office hours: Friday 2-4 p.m., SSB 345) 
Adam Tyner (atyner@ucsd.edu; office hours: Tuesday 2-3 p.m., The Loft) 


