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ECON/POLI 5D: Data Analytics for the 
Social Sciences 
 

Course Syllabus 
Winter 2021 

 
Course Description As data about individuals, organizations, and governments become 

increasingly available, social data analytics are transforming the way 
we think about the economy, politics, and society. This course will 
teach skills necessary to navigate the world of social data. We will 
learn basic principles of coding through the lens of popular social 
science data analytics softwares Excel, Stata, and R. While learning 
coding fundamentals, we will shed light on basic research design 
principles and statistical concepts that will help us grasp social 
questions that the era of a society governed by data presents us.  

Instructor Leo Falabella (lfalabel@ucsd.edu) 
Schedule your office hours appointment  
 

TA Shane Xuan (xxuan@ucsd.edu) 
Office hours: Mondays 4-5 PM PST 

 
Shane will stay in the room as long as needed so long as you enter the 
room before 5PM. 
 

 

Learning Objectives 
 
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to: 
 

1. Demonstrate competency in the logic of research design. 
2. Demonstrate competency in the manipulation and analysis of data sets. 
3. Employ research design and data analysis skills to better understand political, economic, 

and social relationships. 
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Course Format  
The course will be taught entirely remotely. All lectures will be pre-recorded and posted on 
Canvas, along with lecture slides. Because all lectures will be pre-recorded, we will not have 
lectures during scheduled meeting times. However, every Monday from 9-9:50am, your 
instructor (Leo) will hold a Q&A session via Zoom. These sessions will be recorded and posted 
on Canvas. Also, every Friday from 9-9:50am, your instructor and your TA (Shane) will lead a lab 
to help you master the software skills required to complete this course. While lab participation 
is part your grade, you can still earn participation credit by submitting a lab assignment by the 
Tuesday after the lab. 

Lectures, Course Materials, and Assignments 
Lectures, course materials, and assignment submissions will be posted on Canvas. All 
assignments will be turned in via Canvas. 
 

https://canvas.ucsd.edu/courses/24275 
 

Please be sure to explore and familiarize yourself with the course Canvas page. 

Q&A Sessions and Labs: 
• Mondays at 9am: Q&A session with Leo (   
• Fridays at 9 am: Lab session with Leo and Shane ( )  

Online Discussion Forum 
Given the online format of this class, it will be helpful to share questions and answers on a 
platform that all students may access. In this class, we will use the Piazza online discussion 
board. Piazza is a question-and-answer platform that supports code formatting, embedding 
images, attaching files, and customized email frequencies. 
 

https://piazza.com/ucsd/winter2021/econpoli5d 
 

Be sure to use Piazza (instead of emailing the instructional team) when asking questions about 
course content. A question that you may have can be useful for another student. If you want to 
remain anonymous, you can hide your name from other students on Piazza. 
 

Assignments, Projects, and Grading  
The content of this course is cumulative, and each week builds upon the previous week. 
Therefore, it is immensely important that you keep up with the course and that you complete 
every homework and quiz on time. For every quiz and assignment, late submissions will lose 
5% of the grade for every day late. No submissions more than three days late will be accepted. 
 












