
The Antonelli family and Santa Cruz
Properties, Inc. donated the 19-acre property
to the Land Trust in four parts between 1982
and 1984. The Land Trust owns and manages
Antonelli Pond as a publicly accessible
neighborhood park. 

A Brief History

In 1908, San Vicente Lumber Company
flooded a seven-acre area of Moore Creek to
create a logging pond. The Ocean Shore
tracks to the north of the property facilitated
delivery of redwood to the site, and
lumbermen walked across floating logs to
nudge them into the mill (see picture below). 

Since that time, the property has hosted a
great many other colorful ventures. It’s been a
mushroom factory, begonia farm, moonshine
distillery, and the backdrop to ten silent films! 
(See reverse side for more history and our
future vision for the pond!) 

The Vision

A century ago, this area was a small
wetland. Today, the pond and surrounding
riparian habitat are foraging/breeding
grounds for many species, including
raptors, egrets, great blue heron, deer,
racoon, and coyote. It is also an important
migration stopover for birds.

In 2009, with help from more than 150
volunteers, we improved trails, removed
invasive non-native plants, and planted
natives, including California sage and
elderberry.

In 2023, with a grant from the Coastal
Conservancy and California State Parks, we
created a fully accessible trail with
interpretive panels, a pond overlook, and
accessible picnic benches.

Interested in volunteering at Antonelli?
Visit www.landtrustsantacruz.org 

Trail Use and Safety

Antonelli Pond trails are our gift to the
community.
The preserve is open year-round from
dawn to dusk. 
Hiking, bicycling, dog walking,
picnicking, and non-motorized boating
are permitted. 
Fishing is allowed with license. 
Horseback riding, motorized vehicles,
hunting, fires, camping, and alcoholic
beverages are not permitted. No
overnight storage of water craft.

Welcome to 

Antonelli Pond

The Land Trust of Santa Cruz County invites
you to enjoy your neighborhood park. 
Antonelli Pond is a lovely place to fish, kayak,
walk dogs, and birdwatch. In fact, this open
space gem is considered a birding hotspot
with several rare species. Visit our pollinator
gardens and enjoy a picnic at one of the
picnic areas.

Use of the pond and its trails is a benefit
provided by Land Trust members and donors.
Antonelli Pond is open to the public daily
from dawn to dusk. 

Land Trust of Santa Cruz County
617 Water Street
Santa Cruz, CA. 95060
831.429.6116

Join us by making a donation today!
www.landtrustsantacruz.org

Please contact SCPD to report suspicious
activity: 831-471-1131. In the event of an
emergency, call 911.




