
B A C KG R O U N D
Regulations for utility-scale solar vegetation are 
increasing, and solar vegetation is becoming a 
hurdle for some projects. Public opposition and 
landowner negotiations are other growing hurdles.  

Much effort has been given to understanding:

• The relationship between solar  

   vegetation and pollinators

• How vegetation impacts project economics

Less attention has been given to the 
relationship between solar vegetation and:

• Landowners

• The surrounding community

• Public perception

L A N D O W N E R  V I E W P O I N T
The health of land, soil, and water is extremely 
important to most people who live in rural, 
agricultural communities in the U.S. because 
their culture and way of life depend on it.

Common concerns from landowners living on 
or near proposed utility-scale solar include:

“Solar developers don’t live here so they 

have no connection to the land”

“I want a seat at the table”

Many may want assurances the land can go 
back to farming after the life of a project.

L A N D  S T E WA R D S H I P  P R I N C I P L E S
The following principles, developed by farmers, 
can be incorporated into solar projects:

• Leave land, soil, and water in a better  

   condition than they were found in

• Maintain soil fertility for future  

   generations of farmers and wildlife

• Reduce soil disturbance and use cover crops 

• Preserve natural history by utilizing  

   native species to the extent feasible

I M P L E M E N TAT I O N
• There are no one-size-fits-all solutions - vegetation  

   should be tailored to each individual project 

• Utilize local labor, landscaping companies,  

   seed suppliers, and nurseries 

• Adjacent farmers may be able to plant  

   seed mixes, cover crops, and/or treat the  

   soil at a lower cost than a contractor

• Allow leasing landowners to comment on vegetation 

 – A combination of native and cultivated species 

is often preferred over 100% native seed mixes 

• Minimize soil disturbance during construction

• Plant cover crops to protect topsoil 

• Incorporate nitrogen-fixing legumes  

   like clover to improve soil fertility

 – Legumes, native and non-native,  

   are highly preferred by pollinators

• Incorporate native species into buffer areas

• Don’t allow aggressive vegetation to  

   spread to adjacent parcels 

 – Some common pollinator seed mix species, such as  

  bird’s foot trefoil (Lotus corniculatus), are aggressive 
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During the life of a utility-scale solar project, the facility functions as a steward of the land and soil it occupies. In the rural and  
agricultural communities that frequently host utility-scale solar projects, land stewardship is a core value that runs generations deep. 

Solar vegetation and public 
relations shouldn’t be 
considered separate hurdles. 
Framing conversations with 
landowners around a focus on 
land stewardship can help set 
projects and communities up 
for mutually-beneficial success.


