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i n t r o
This  report  i s  des igned  to  update  the

Eatonv i l le  community  on  leg i s la t i ve

changes  perta in ing  to  pol ice  re form  and

the  impact  that  these  changes  could

have  on  the  del i very  of  pol ice  serv ices .

Some  of  the  changes  out l ined  in  th i s

report  could  be  perce ived  as

contrad ictory  to  the  expectat ions  of  our

community ,  but  we  must  adapt  to  the

changes  l a id  out  by  the  leg i s la t i ve  body

of  government ,  which  i s  compr ised  of

of f ic ia l s  who  are  elected  by  the  People .

The  Eatonv i l le  Pol ice  Department 's

(EPD )  miss ion  i s  to  prov ide  profess iona l

law  enforcement  serv ices  to  i t s

community .  We  wi l l  nav igate  these

changes  and  cont inue  to  prov ide

serv ices  that  put  the  sa fety  of  a l l

community  members  f i r s t .  In  order  to

prov ide  the  profess iona l  l aw

enforcement  serv ices  that  our

community  demands  and  deserves ,

of f icers  have  se l f less ly  sacr i f iced  the i r

own  sa fety  and  have  engaged  in  di f f icu l t

s i tuat ions  with  courage ,  honor ,  and

integr i ty .  The  Eatonv i l le  Pol ice

Department  hi res  profess iona l  of f icers

who  want  to  se l f less ly  serve  our

community .  Pol ice  of f icers  per form  the i r

jobs  bel iev ing  that  a l l  persons  have  a

lega l  obl igat ion  to  comply  with  the  l aw

and  to  not  res i s t  ar rest ,  attack  a  l aw

enforcement  of f icer ,  or  cont inue  to

commit  cr imes  aga inst  our  community .

In  the  town  of  Eatonv i l le ,  we  a lso

bel ieve  in  accountabi l i t y  fo r  a l l

members  of  our  community .

Since  the  summer  of  2020 ,  there  have

been  demands  across  the  country  fo r

po l ice  re form .  Those  re forms  ca l l  fo r

better  t ra in ing  and  more  accountabi l i t y

for  pol ice  of f icers .



Although  the  res idents  of  Eatonv i l le  have  his tor ica l l y  expressed  overwhelming  support

for  EPD  of f icers ,  s tate  leg i s la t ion  has  fo rced  our  hand  in  adopt ing  these  re forms .  

 Adapt ing  to  these  changes  wi l l  af fect  the  way  we  respond  to  some  inc idents .  These

changes  might  resu l t  in  a  phone  ca l l  or  a  re fer ra l  to  a  resource  ins tead  of  an  in -person

contact  with  a  pol ice  of f icer .  Proact ive  enforcement  wi l l  focus  on  community  sa fety  and

the  preservat ion  of  l i fe .

In  May  of  2021 ,  Governor  Ins lee  s igned  13  bi l l s  in to  l aw  re lated  to  l aw  enforcement

re form ,  re fer r ing  to  them  as  “ the  best ,  most  comprehens ive ,  most  t ransparent ,  most

ef fect i ve  pol ice  accountabi l i t y  l aws  in  the  United  States . ”  Themes  coming  out  of  th i s

leg i s la t i ve  sess ion  mandate  that  not  every  ca l l  to  91 1  be  handled  by  l aw  enforcement—

whi le  there  i s  no  other  emergency  contact  number  to  ca l l  but  91 1 .  Leg is la t i ve  mandates

requi re  more  l aw  enforcement  resources  be  made  ava i lab le  when  making  ar rests  and

deal ing  with  ind iv idua ls  demonst rat ing  menta l  heal th  i l lnesses  or  who  are  under  the

in f luence  of  drugs  and /or  a lcohol .

Law  enforcement  of f icers  have  operated  fo r  decades  with  the  expectat ion  that

community  members  have  an  obl igat ion  to  comply  with  the  l awfu l  orders  of  pol ice

of f icers ,  not  res i s t  a  l awfu l  ar rest ,  not  attack  pol ice  of f icers  and  not  cont inue  acts  of

v io lence  towards  other  community  members .  The  accountabi l i t y  fo r  community

members  who  res i s t  ar rest  or  attack  peace  of f icers  i s  being  sh i f ted  f rom  community

members  to  l aw  enforcement  of f icers ,  who  are  now  respons ib le  fo r  prevent ing  attacks

and  res i s tance  through  de -esca lat ion  techniques  and  the  ass i s tance  of  menta l  heal th

profess iona ls .

Washington  cur rent ly  ranks  50th  in  the  nat ion  fo r  l aw  enforcement  of f icers  per  capi ta

(USA  Facts  ,  2021 ) ,  with  only  1 .45  of f icers  per  1 ,000  people  (Tor res ,  2019 ) .  In  2019 ,

Washington  was  6  out  of  10  when  rank ing  the  top  10  s tates  with  the  most  overworked

pol ice  of f icers ,  Since  at  least  2019 ,  the  Eatonv i l le  Pol ice  Department ,  which  has  had  the

fu l l  support  of  the  mayor  and  town  counci l ,  has  operated  cons i s tent ly  with in

Washington  s tandards .  mainta in ing  an  average  of  1 .4  of f icers  per  1 ,000  c i t i zens .    

   

The  recent ly  passed  “use  of  fo rce  bi l l ”  c lear ly  s tates  that  “ i t  i s  the  fundamenta l  duty  of

law  enforcement  to  preserve  and  protect  human  l i fe . ”  Mandates  throughout  the

leg is la t ion  adopted  th i s  year  emphas ize  that  the  pol ice  should  avo id  us ing  fo rce  to

protect  property  and  s i tuat ions  where  there  i s  not  probable  cause  to  af fect  an  ar rest .

Proact ive  ef for ts  to  prevent  cr ime ,  mainly  property  cr imes ,  wi l l  become  fundamenta l l y

d i f f icu l t ,  i f  not  imposs ib le ,  and  of f icers  may ,  at  t imes ,  be  fo rced  to  walk  away  f rom  those

who  chose  not  to  cooperate .

In  the  past ,  of f icers  had  the  lega l  author i ty  to  deta in  ind iv idua ls  dur ing  what  i s

commonly  known  as  a  “Ter ry  s top , ”  whi le  invest igat ing  cr imina l  act iv i ty .  Now ,  we  have  to

be  prepared  fo r  more  chal lenges  to  pol ice  responses  and  invest igat ions ,  s ince

indiv idua ls  who  do  not  cooperate  could  undermine  an  invest igat ion  and  ul t imate ly

requi re  pol ice  to  invest  more  resources .

The   fo l lowing  i s  a  summary  of  the  Leg is la ture ’s  new  l aws  and  how  they  may  impact  our

community .  We  wi l l  cont inue  to  nav igate  these  changes  whi le  pr ior i t i z ing  publ ic  sa fety

concerns .  We  wi l l  cont inue  to  f ind  ways  to  hold  those  who  v ic t imize  others  in  our

community  accountable .  We  wi l l  work  to  f ind  serv ices  fo r  those  who  want  to  address

under ly ing  i s sues  and  causes  of  cr imina l  act iv i ty .
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This  pol ice  tact ics  bi l l  fo rmal ly

prohib i t s  pol ice  f rom  us ing  choke  holds

and  neck  res t ra ints ,  even  though  "choke

holds "  have  never  been  an  author ized

use  of  fo rce  except  in  cases  where

deadly  fo rce  needs  to  be  used .  

When  proper ly  appl ied ,  a  neck  res t ra int ,

such  as  the  vascular  neck  res t ra int

(VNR ) ,  i s  an  inva luable  too l  that  can

render  a  combat ive  subject

unconsc ious  without  any  in jury  or  long -

te rm  ef fects .  The  use  of  VNR  dur ing  a

f ight  great ly  reduces  the  r i sk  of  in jury

to  both  the  subject  and  the  of f icer .  The

el iminat ion  of  VNR  as  a  de -esca lat ion  

too l  now  places  the  of f icer  in to  a

s i tuat ion  where  the  he /she  may  need  to

use  greater  fo rce  to  gain  contro l ,  ef fect

an  ar rest ,  or  in  the  worst  case  scenar io ,

defend  aga inst  death .  

In  var ious  fo rms  of  media ,  the  VNR  i s

rout ine ly  misrepresented  and  confused

with  the  “choke  hold . ”  Dur ing  th i s  past

leg i s la t i ve  sess ion ,  l aw  enforcement

representat i ves  attempted  to  educate

leg is la tors  on  the  di f fe rences  between

VNR  and  “choke  holds , ”  and  emphas ized

the  dangers  of  banning  VNR  and  not

recogniz ing  i t  as  a  de -esca lat ion  too l .

Leg is la tors  decl ined  to  amend  the  bi l l .
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HB1054  a lso  establ i shes  a  Cr imina l

Just ice  Tra in ing  Commiss ion  work

group  to  deve lop  t ra in ing  and

deployment  pol ic ies  fo r  the  use  of

pol ice  canines .

The  pol ice  tact ics  bi l l  res t r ic ts

pol ice  use  of  tear  gas ,  mil i ta ry

equipment  ( to  inc lude  any  f i rearm

of  .50  ca l iber  or  greater ) ,  and

vehic le  pursu i t s ,  and  establ i shes

uni form  s tandards  fo r  of f icers .

The  l anguage  of  th i s  bi l l  seemingly

contrad icts  another  bi l l  (HB1310 ) ,

which  encourages  of f icers  to  use

non - le tha l  opt ions  in  use  of  fo rce

encounters .  For  example ,  pol ice

deploy  non - le tha l  bean  bag  rounds

f rom  shotguns .  Whi le  HB1310

seems  to  support  th i s  non - le tha l

force  tact ic  by  pol ice ,  HB1054 ,  by

some  in terpretat ions ,  bans  pol ice

f rom  us ing  shotguns  because

shotguns  are  l a rger  than  .50

ca l iber .  Pol ice  a lso  deploy  other

less - le tha l  pro ject i les  us ing  40mm

single -shot  l aunchers .  Arguably ,

s tate  l aw  c lass i f ies  these  l aunchers

as  f i rearms ,  making  the i r  use

impermiss ib le .  We  say  “by  some

interpretat ions ”  because  there  i s

s t i l l  much  debate  amongst  pol ice

agenc ies  in  our  reg ion  as  to

whether  or  not  shotguns  and

40mm  l aunchers  are  prohib i ted  in

th i s  l anguage .

Beyond  these  i s sues ,  perhaps  the

biggest  impact  th i s  bi l l  has  on  the

Eatonv i l le  community  i s  the

rest r ic t ion  of  vehic le  pursu i t s .  A

“pursu i t ”  means  that  a  person  has

f led  f rom  pol ice  and  an  of f icer  i s

us ing  increased  speed  and /or

dr iv ing  tact ics  in  order  to  s top  the

vehic le .
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The  Eatonv i l le  Pol ice  Department  wi l l  be  i s su ing  the  di rect i ve

prohib i t ing  choke  holds  and  neck  res t ra ints  which  i s  now  requi red

under  th i s  leg i s la t ion  fo r  a l l  agenc ies ;  however ,  as  a  matter  of

Department  pol icy ,  i t  wi l l  cont inue  to  a l low  the  neck  res t ra int /choke

hold  ONLY  in  ins tances  of  deadly  fo rce .

In  the  event  of  non -v io lent  of fenses ,  such  as  res ident ia l  burg lary  or  an

auto  thef t ,  pol ice  wi l l  respond  to  wri te  a  report ,  gather  in format ion  and

ev idence ,  and  in terv iew  persons  with  in format ion .  Pol ice  can  no  longer

pursue  f lee ing  vehic le  suspects  in  cases  that  do  not  invo lve  spec i f ic

v io lent  or  sex  of fenses .

The  Eatonv i l le  Pol ice  Department  wi l l  be  deve loping  a  report ing  sys tem

to  col lect  in format ion  regard ing  the  l imi ts  on  the  l aw  enforcement

response ,  any  compla ints  rece ived ,  and  the  impact  on  cr imina l

enforcement .  

Under  th i s  new  l aw ,  Pol ice  Off icers  may

now  only  pursue  a  vehic le  i f :

There  i s  probable  cause  to  bel ieve  that

a  person  in  the  vehic le  has  committed ,

or  i s  committ ing ,  a  vio lent  of fense  or

sex  of fense ;  or

There  i s  reasonable  susp ic ion  that  a

person  in  the  vehic le  i s  dr iv ing  under

the  in f luence  
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V I O L E N T  O F F E N S E S
Manslaughter  ( 1 s t  &  2nd  degree )

Indecent  L ibert ies  ( i f  committed

by  fo rc ib le  compuls ion )

Kidnapping  (2nd  degree )

Arson (2nd  degree )

Assault  ( 1 s t  &  2nd  degree )

Extort ion ( 1 s t  degree )

Robbery  (2nd  degree )

Drive-by Shoot ing 
Vehicular  Assault  

Vehicular  Homicide
Escape f rom a  Detent ion

Faci l i ty  
Escape f rom Electronic  Home

Monitor ing or  Custody 
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This  leg i s la t ion  s tates  that  “ the

fundamenta l  duty  of  l aw  enforcement

to  preserve  and  protect  a l l  human  l i fe . ”

A  peace  of f icer  sha l l  use  reasonable

care  when  determin ing  whether  to  use

phys ica l  fo rce  and  when  us ing  phys ica l

fo rce  aga inst  another  person .

Sect ion  3 ( 1 ) (a ) :  Except  as  otherwise

prov ided  under  th i s  sect ion ,  a  peace

of f icer  may  use  phys ica l  fo rce  aga inst  a

person  when  necessary  to :  Protect

aga inst  cr imina l  conduct  where  there  i s

probable  cause  to  make  an  ar rest ;

ef fect  an  ar rest ;  prevent  an  escape  as

def ined  under  chapter  9A .76 ,  or  protect

aga inst  an  imminent  threat  of  bodi ly

in jury  to  the  peace  of f icer ,  another

person ,  or  the  person  aga inst  whom

force  i s  being  used .  

Sect ion  3 (2 ) (a ) :  When  poss ib le ,  exhaust

ava i lab le  and  appropr iate  de -esca lat ion

tact ics  pr ior  to  us ing  any  phys ica l  fo rce ,

such  as :  Creat ing  phys ica l  dis tance  by

employ ing  tact ica l  repos i t ion ing  and

repos i t ion ing  as  of ten  as  necessary  to

mainta in  the  benef i t  of  t ime ,  dis tance ,

cover ;  when  there  are  mult ip le  of f icers ,

des ignate  one  as  the  pr imary

communicator .  Cal l  fo r  addi t iona l

resources  such  as  a  cr i s i s  in tervent ion

team  or  menta l  heal th  profess iona l

when  poss ib le .  Cal l  fo r  back -up  of f icers

when  encounter ing  res i s tance .  Take  as

much  t ime  as  necessary ,  without  us ing

phys ica l  fo rce  or  weapons  and  leav ing

the  area  i f  there  i s  no  threat  of

imminent  harm  and  no  cr ime  has  been

committed ,  i s  being  committed ,  or  i s

about  to  be  committed .  

u s e  o f  f o r c e
e n g r o s s e d  s e c o n d  s u b s t i t u t e  h o u s e  b i l l  1 3 1 0

" T H I S  B I L L  M A K E S  I T  U N L A W F U L  T O  U S E
F O R C E  A G A I N S T  A  P E R S O N ,  I F  P R O B A B L E
C A U S E  F O R  T H E I R  A R R E S T  D O E S  N O T
E X I S T " .  
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This  leg i s la t ion  in t roduces  chal lenges  fo r  the  Eatonv i l le  Pol ice  Department

because  of  the  resources  that  wi l l  now  be  needed  to  ar rest  a  person  who  has

demonst rated  that  he /she  i s  l i ke ly  to  res i s t  ar rest .  Pol ice  rout ine ly  face

uncerta in  c i rcumstances ,  with  near ly  l imi t less  poss ib i l i t ies ,  that  can  be

dangerous  fo r  of f icers  and  the  publ ic .  I t  i s  near ly  imposs ib le  to  predict  who  wi l l

res i s t  ar rest  or  when .  The  pr imary  chal lenge  of  th i s  new  l aw  i s  that ,  despi te  th i s

uncerta inty  that  pol ice  of f icers  face ,  use  of  fo rce  i s  only  author ized  in  four

nar row  c i rcumstances  (as  l i s ted  above  in  sect ion  3 - 1 -a ) .

Eatonv i l le  Pol ice  Off icers  are  of ten  dispatched  to  prov ide  secur i ty  on  ca l l s

where  a  potent ia l l y  combat ive  ind iv idua l  i s  exper ienc ing  a  medica l  event .

Medica l  s ta f f  wi l l  now  need  to  take  pr imary  respons ib i l i t y  fo r  these  non -cr imina l

ca l l s .

This  bi l l  makes  i t  unlawfu l  to  use  fo rce  aga inst  a  person  i f  probable  cause  fo r

the i r  ar rest  does  not  ex is t .  I t  The  Washington  State  Assoc iat ion  of  Sher i f f s  and

Pol ice  Chie fs  (WASPC )  opines  that  the  charge  of  “obst ruct ing  a  pol ice  of f icer ”

can  be  ut i l i zed  in  the  absence  of  probable  cause  and  in  the  most  appropr iate

c i rcumstances ;  but  they  caut ion  of f icers  aga inst  overus ing  or  abus ing  th i s

charge .  The  c i rcumstances  must  be  thoroughly  documented  and  supported

with in  the  “obst ruct ing  a  pol ice  of f icer ”  s tatute .

This  i s  ext remely  problemat ic  as  a  major i ty  of  the  ca l l s  fo r  serv ice  requi re

pol ice  of f icers  to  deta in  subjects  in  order  to  conduct  an  invest igat ion  and

deve lop  probable  cause  fo r  an  ar rest .

For  example ,  when  of f icers  respond  to  domest ic  v io lence  ca l l s ,  probable

cause  fo r  ar rest  of  the  pr imary  aggressor  i s  of ten  not  determined  unt i l  a

thorough  invest igat ion  can  be  completed .  This  inc ludes  conduct ing

interv iews  and  v iewing  ev idence .  I f  a  subject  chooses  to  leave  and  not

cooperate  with  the  invest igat ion ,  fo rce  may  be  requi red  in  order  to  deta in

that  person .  As  the  bi l l  i s  wri t ten ,  i t  would  be  unlawfu l  fo r  the  of f icer  to  use

force .  The  of f icer  would  need  to  re ly  on  the  “obst ruct ing ”  s tatute ,  which  i s

s t i l l  being  debated  amongst  attorneys .

Deadly  fo rce  has  a lways  been  c lear ly  def ined  in  s tatute ,  but  use  of  fo rce ,

outs ide  of  deadly  fo rce ,  has  not .  There  i s  debate  about  the  def in i t ion  of  “ fo rce , "

and  how  the  te rm  i s  being  used  in  the  new  leg i s la t ion .  The  l ack  fo r  fo rmal

def in i t ion  creates  an  env i ronment  of  subject i v i ty  and  in terpretat ion ,  which  can

vary  amongst  pol ice  agenc ies .



Fol lowing  a  dec is ion  f rom  the  State

Supreme  Court  in  S t a t e  v .  B l a k e ,  the

knowing  possess ion  of  a  contro l led

substance ,  counter fe i t  substance ,  or

legend  drug  without  a  prescr ipt ion  has

been  reduced  f rom  a  fe lony  to  a  s imple

misdemeanor .  In  l i eu  of  booking  a  drug

possess ion  suspect  in to  j a i l  and

refer r ing  the i r  case  to  the  prosecutor ,

l aw  enforcement  of f icers  are  now

requi red  to  of fe r  the  suspect  a  re fer ra l

to  drug  t reatment  and  serv ices ,

Genera l l y  speak ing ,  th i s  l eg i s la t ion  a lso

decr imina l izes  the  possess ion  of  drug

parapherna l ia  (ex :  needles ,  pipes ,

s t raws ) .

The  S t a t e  v .  B l a k e  response  bi l l  a lso

encourages  prosecutors  to  diver t  s imple

drug  possess ion  charges  to  assessment ,

t reatment ,  or  other  serv ices .  

L E G I S L A T I V E  P O L I C E  R E F O R M
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In  l i eu  of  booking  suspects ,  whose  so le  charge  i s  drug  possess ion ,  in to

ja i l ,  Eatonv i l le  of f icers  wi l l  genera l l y  re fer  these  cases  to  the

prosecutor ’s  of f ice ,  and  wi l l  a lso  prov ide  a  re fer ra l  fo r  drug  t reatment .

The  Eatonv i l le  Pol ice  Department  i s  work ing  with  other  loca l  l aw

enforcement  agenc ies  to  deve lop  a  re fer ra l  and  t rack ing  sys tem  to  help

indiv idua ls  access  serv ices  and  to  a lso  hold  people  accountable  fo r

c r imes  under  th i s  leg i s la t ion .

“Personal  use ”  amounts  are  not  def ined  by  leg i s la t ion  and  can  vary

great ly .

A  subject  who  was  recent ly  ar rested  by  EPD  was  in  possess ion  of  96

grams  of  methamphetamine .  Prosecutors  were  not  able  to  charge  the

subject  with  fe lony  possess ion ,  due  to  SB5476 ,  and  the  charge  was

reduced  to  a  misdemeanor .  The  charges  were  subsequent ly  dropped .



Any  ident i f iab le  on -duty  peace  of f icer

who  witnesses  another  peace  of f icer

engaging ,  or  attempt ing  to  engage ,  in

the  use  of  excess ive  fo rce  aga inst

another  person  sha l l  in tervene  when  in

a  pos i t ion  to  do  so  to  end  the  use  of

excess ive  fo rce  or  attempted  use  of

excess ive  fo rce ,  or  to  prevent  the

fur ther  use  of  excess ive  fo rce .  A  peace

of f icer  sha l l  a lso  render  a id  at  the

ear l ies t  sa fe  opportuni ty  in  accordance

with  RCW  36 .28A .445 ,  to  any  person

in jured  as  a  resu l t  of  the  use  of  fo rce .

Any  ident i f iab le  on -duty  peace  of f icer

who  witnesses  any  wrongdoing

committed  by  another  peace  of f icer ,  or

has  a  good  fa i th  reasonable  bel ie f  that

another  peace  of f icer  committed

wrongdoing ,  sha l l  report  such

wrongdoing .

The  def in i t ion  of  wrongdoing  var ies

f rom  agency  to  agency  and  i s  not

c lear ly  def ined .

Law  enforcement  agenc ies  are  requi red

to  send  not ice  to  the  Cr imina l  Just ice

Tra in ing  Commiss ion  of  any  disc ip l inary

dec is ion  resu l t ing  f rom  a  peace  of f icer ’s

fa i lu re  to  in tervene  or  fa i lu re  to  report ,

as  requi red  by  th i s  sect ion ,  to

determine  whether  the  of f icer ’s

conduct  may  be  grounds  fo r  suspens ion

or  revocat ion  of  cer t i f i cat ion .

L E G I S L A T I V E  P O L I C E  R E F O R M
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d u t y  t o  i n t e r v e n e
s u b s t i t u t e  s e n a t e  b i l l  5 0 6 6

i m p a c t s  &  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s

For  at  least  the  l as t  10  years ,  the  Eatonv i l le  Pol ice  Department  has  a

pol icy  on  the  books  that  requi res  of f icers  to  in tervene  and  report

excess ive  fo rce .  The  in format ion  wi l l  now  be  reported  to  the  Cr imina l

Just ice  Tra in ing  Commiss ion .  
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Requi res  that  any  custodia l  in ter rogat ion  of  an  adul t  fo r  a  fe lony  of fense ,  or  a

juveni le  of  any  of fense ,  be  elect ron ica l l y  recorded  s tar t ing  January  1 ,  2022 .

There  are  l imi ted  except ions  to  the  elect ron ic  record ing  requi rement :  spontaneous

statements ;  ex igent  c i rcumstances ;  re fusa l  by  the  in terv iewee ;  in terv iew  by  another

jur i sd ict ion ;  reasonable  bel ie f  that  record ing  i s  not  requi red ;  reasonable  bel ie f  of

sa fety  concern ;  and  equipment  malfunct ion .  

r e c o r d i n g  i n t e r v i e w s
s u b s t i t u t e  h o u s e  b i l l  1 2 2 3

i m p a c t s  &  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s

HB  1223  creates  an  addi t iona l  unfunded  mandate  that  wi l l  increase

loca l  costs .  We  wi l l  not  rece ive  any  funds  fo r  the  implementat ion  of

these  requi rements .  Spec i f ica l l y ,  the  purchase ,  deployment ,  use ,

s torage ,  and  management  of  body  worn  cameras ;  as  wel l  as  other

audio /v ideo  camera  equipment  and  the  assoc iated  publ ic  records  and

sta f f ing  costs  wi l l  be  paid  fo r  di rect ly  by  the  Town  of  Eatonv i l le .

The  Eatonv i l le  Pol ice  Department  i s  work ing  with  the  town  counci l  to

obta in  and  deploy  body  cameras .



Requi res  that  a  l aw  enforcement  of f icer

prov ide  a  juven i le  (under  the  age  of  18 )

with  access  to  an  attorney  fo r

consul tat ion  pr ior  to  a  juven i le  waiv ing

any  const i tut iona l  r ights  i f  the  of f icer :

(a )  quest ions  a  juven i le  dur ing  a

custodia l  in ter rogat ion ;  or  (b )  deta ins  a

juveni le  based  on  probable  cause  of

invo lvement  in  cr imina l  act iv i ty  or

requests  that  a  juven i le  consent  to  an

ev ident ia ry  search  of  the i r  person ,

property ,  dwel l ing ,  or  vehic le .

Requi res  the  State  Off ice  of  Publ ic

Defense  to  prov ide  access  to  attorneys

for  juven i les  contacted  by  l aw

enforcement .

L E G I S L A T I V E  P O L I C E  R E F O R M
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a t t o r n e y s  f o r  j u v e n i l e s
e n g r o s s e d  s u b s t i t u t e  h o u s e  b i l l  1 1 4 0

i m p a c t s  &  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s

We  are  concerned  that  a  potent ia l  unintended  consequence  of  th i s  bi l l

may  be  that  juven i les ,  who  are  a l ready  vu lnerable  due  to  the i r  age ,  may

be  recru i ted  to  part ic ipate  in  adul t  cr imina l  enterpr i ses ,  such  as  gang

act iv i ty ,  drugs  sa les  and  car ry ing  weapons .

The  Town  i s  a lso  concerned  that  juven i les  wi l l  need  access  to  an

attorney  expedi t ious ly  and  the  resources  prov ided  by  the  Off ice  of

Publ ic  Defense  may  be  insuf f ic ient .

Essent ia l l y ,  we  are  now  prohib i ted  f rom  quest ion ing  any  juven i le

invo lved  in  any  type  of  cr imina l  act iv i ty .

I t  poss ib ly  el iminates  of f icer  discret ion  and  the  abi l i t y  to  problem  so lve

with  the  juven i le .
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w h a t  c a n  i  d o
A S  A  M E M B E R  O F  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y ?

S H A R E  Y O U R  C O N C E R N S
W I T H  Y O U R  L E G I S L A T O R S

I N C R E A S E  Y O U R  A W A R E N E S S
O F  C R I M I N A L  A C T I V I T Y

T A K E  S T E P S  T O  R E D U C E
Y O U R  R I S K  O F  B E C O M I N G  A
V I C T I M

B E  A W A R E  O F  T H E
L E G I S L A T I V E  C H A N G E S

C O N T A C T  E P D  I F  Y O U  H A V E
Q U E S T I O N S



g o i n g  f o r w a r d

The  ro le  of  pol ice  in  our  community  changes

over  t ime .  Profess iona l  pol ic ing  demands  that

we  respond  to  and  prov ide  the  type  of  pol ic ing

that  i s  demanded  by  our  community .

Communit ies  elect  of f ic ia l s  to  be  the i r  vo ice .  In

th i s  s i tuat ion ,  s tate  leg i s la tors  are  that  vo ice .

Dur ing  th i s  past  leg i s la t i ve  sess ion ,  leg i s la tors

have  declared  that  “ i t  i s  a  fundamenta l  duty  of

law  enforcement  to  preserve  and  protect  a l l

human  l i fe ”  and  they  have  res t r ic ted  the  use  of

phys ica l  fo rce  to  inc idents  where  there  i s  an

imminent  threat  of  bodi ly  harm  to  a  peace

of f icer  or  another  person .  Leg is la t ion  a lso

prohib i t s  l aw  enforcement  f rom  engaging  in

vehic le  pursu i t s  fo r  anyth ing  less  than  a  v io lent

fe lony  cr imes .

When  combin ing  the  l anguage  of  these  bi l l s

wi th  the  charg ing  s tandards  of  the  Pierce

County  Prosecutor 's  Off ice ,  i t  can  be  concluded

that  pol ice  should  f ind  a l ternat ives  to  ar rest

for  property  cr imes  i f  making  that  ar rest  i s

go ing  to  resu l t  in  a  use  of  fo rce .

Whi le  l aw  enforcement  of f icers  are  expected  to

use  profess iona l  conduct  with  a l l  contacts ,  i t  i s

imposs ib le  to  predict  when  someone  might

res i s t  a  l awfu l  ar rest ,  phys ica l l y  assaul t  a  l aw

enforcement  of f icer ,  or  cont inue  cr imina l  acts

aga inst  others  in  our  community .  We  need  to

reassess  the  resources  that  are  ava i lab le  to  l aw

enforcement  in  order  to  comply  with  the  new

leg is la t ion  whi le  s t i l l  enforc ing  the  l aw .

To  ensure  we  have  the  resources  ava i lab le

when  necessary ,  we  wi l l  be  research ing

changes  to  the  way  we  respond  to  ca l l s  fo r

serv ice .  We  wi l l  be  consul t ing  with  our

partner ing  agenc ies  and  col laborat ing  on  best

pract ices .

The  men  and  women  of  the  Eatonv i l le  Pol ice

Department  remain  committed  to  prov id ing

profess iona l  pol ice  serv ices  to  our  community .

Those  serv ices  may  look  a  l i t t le  di f fe rent  and

won ’ t  a lways  inc lude  face - to - face  contact  with

a  uni formed  pol ice  of f icer .



c h a n g e s  t o  p o l i c e
r e s p o n s e  a n d  p r o c e d u r e

T H E F T / S H O P L I F T
U N D E R  $ 2 5 0

In an attempt to avoid use of force encounters for minor property crimes, the Eatonville

Police Department may request the business’ security personnel identify suspects and

pursue civil restitution. 

S E R V I C E  O F
C O U R T  O R D E R S

While the law sometimes requires police to serve paper copies of court orders, this

Department has offered to serve orders even when not legally required, as a courtesy. 

 This practice may be changing, and service may be completed by process servers. Law

enforcement will only serve orders if required to do so by law or court order.  

I N V O L U N T A R Y
C O M M I T T A L S

Officers are being directed to use mental health professionals for mental health related

calls. We may encourage mental health facilities to have their own DCR or DMHP on

staff to facilitate the involuntary commitment process.

M I S D E M E A N O R
C R I M E S

Based on House Bill 1310, officers are required to exhaust alternatives to physical force,

when possible. Many misdemeanor offenders (and some felony offenders also) are

released by the local courts without bail after their arrest for the offense or a warrant

for failing to appear in court. This places a disproportionate amount of risk on the

officer, agency, and the Town when considering an arrest for a misdemeanor crime;

therefore, the Department may not make physical arrests in certain misdemeanor

cases. Exceptions include DUIs and DV-related offenses that require mandatory arrests. 

W E L F A R E
C H E C K S

Basic welfare checks of community members not engaged in criminal activity may not

result with a police response unless there are other circumstances that suggest the

person is a potential danger to themselves or others. 

S U S P I C I O U S
S U B J E C T S / C A R S

Officers may no longer respond to calls of suspicious activity unless there is clearly

articulated criminal activity. This will include suspected drug activity. 

J U V E N I L E S  &
C I V I L  D I S P U T E S

Officers may no longer respond in-person to calls involving juvenile problems and civil

disputes that are not criminal. As an alternative, officers may make phone contact and

refer the involved parties to resources. 

T R E S P A S S I N G  &
U N W A N T E D  P E R S O N S

Officers may respond to unwanted subject calls and may assist in having unwanted

persons removed from property if they are trespassing; however, officers may not

respond in person to trespass people who have already left the property. They may not

respond in person to trespass people when the property owner declines to assist with

prosecution of a criminal offense.       
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C O N T R O L L E D
S U B S T A N C E S

The newly adopted practice will be to place the narcotics into evidence, refer the

subject to a treatment center/resources and/or refer the case to a prosecutor for

possible charges. Generally, no physical arrests will be made solely for controlled

substances. Officers may not respond to calls of suspected drug activity. This will

prevent the escalation of non-criminal activity.   

T R A F F I C
E N F O R C E M E N T

Amid the push for equity related to traffic enforcement, an emphasis may be placed

on violations that are an overall threat to public safety such as excessive speed,

impaired driving, and traffic light violations, instead of equipment and registration

violations.  

N O I S E
C O M P L A I N T S

Noise complaints at multi-family housing complexes may be reported to property

managers instead of the police. Property managers within the town have the ability to

work with EPD officers to resolve problems with repeat offenders. Property managers

have more authority to hold tenants accountable for their actions when they are a

nuisance to neighbors than the police do. 

S U I C I D A L
S U B J E C T S

Officers may no longer respond to suicidal subjects who are alone, who make threats

through technology or social media, or in situations where the subject can be

contacted by phone and provided with resources. 

Officers may respond if the subject is in an open area accessible to the public or is

armed and in a structure with other family members. Officers will protect those not

involved and request a crisis communicator and/or a mental health professional. 
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