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Why are Permits 
Important? 
 

Protect Your Property’s Value:  Your home 

or business is an investment, and ensuring 

your construction project is up to code 

helps preserve its value.  Without permits, 

your property value could decrease 

Save Money in the Long Run:  Without 

permits, insurance companies may refuse to 

cover damages from unpermitted work. In 

the event of an issue, this could leave you 

footing the bill for repairs or replacements. 

Make Selling Your Property Easier:  When 

selling, unpermitted work could turn buyers 

away or even require costly fixes. 

Ensure Safety for All:  Permits are designed 

to make sure your project is safe.  

Inspections help spot potential hazards 

early. 

It’s the Law:  Permits are not just a good 

idea-they’re required by law.  If you fail to 

get one, you could be forced to remove or 

fix your work at a significant cost.  

 

 

 

Building with Confidence:  Proper Planning and Permtis Help Ensure a Safe, Successful Project  
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The Evolution of Building 
Permits: Why they Matter  
Ensuring Projects are Built to Last. 

Building permits are more than just a 

requirement—they’re a crucial part of 

ensuring safe, sustainable, and high-quality 

construction. While it may seem like a 

hassle, permits protect both the builder and 

the community in ways that are often 

overlooked. 

A History of Safety 

The concept of building permits dates to 

ancient times, when civilizations first 

recognized the need to regulate construction 

for public safety. Over time, as cities grew 

and construction became more complex, 

permits evolved to address concerns like fire 

hazards, structural integrity, and accessibility. 

 

Permits for Modern Needs 

Today, permits do more than ensure 

structural safety. They ensure that buildings 

comply with environmental and energy-

efficiency standards, reducing carbon 

footprints and long-term utility costs. 

Modern codes also include sustainable 

practices, ensuring that new buildings align 

with green initiatives like solar energy and 

water conservation. 

Community and Zoning Impact 

Permits also protect neighborhoods by 

ensuring that new developments fit within 

zoning laws. These laws ensure that 

projects don’t disrupt local traffic, 

aesthetics, or infrastructure. In many cases, 

large projects undergo public review, 

allowing communities to weigh in on 

potential impacts. 

Long-Term Value 

While getting a permit can seem like extra 

work, it ultimately protects your property’s 

value. Work done without permits can lead 

to expensive fines, required removals, or 

costly fixes. Plus, when it’s time to sell, 

unpermitted work can scare off buyers and 

lenders, costing you more in the long run. 

Call to Action: 

Start your next project right! Contact the 

Town of Eatonville Planning and Building 

Department for guidance on the permitting 

process and how we can help streamline 

your project. 

 

 

Approval in Hand:  The First Step Toward a 

Safe, Successful Project! 

 

 

Email: planningadmin@eatonville-wa.gov 
201 Center St W 

Eatonville, WA 98328 
(360) 832-3361 ext. 114 

 


