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Cheryl Galloway-Benefield is the Mental Health and Wellbeing Coordinator 

at Georgia Department of Education. She currently represents the Georgia 

Department of Education on numerous state and national committees and 

workgroups, including Georgia Essentials for Childhood, the Criminal Justice 

Coordinating Council’s Opioid Affected Youth Initiative, Georgia’s Human 

Trafficking Task Force, and U.S. Department of Education’s School 

Preparedness Leadership Group. 

Cheryl’s career in education has encompassed early childhood education and 

special education, as well as school and district administration. As a Family 

Engagement Coordinator and Parent Mentor, she was actively involved in 

curriculum development for the Georgia Certified Peer Specialist Parent and 

Youth (CPS-P/Y) Development Project and received certification as a CPS-P 

when the training was released statewide. During her time at the district 

level, Cheryl developed partnerships that brought mental health services to 

the schools in her district while serving as chair of the Local Interagency 

Planning Team. 


