r. T e——

]

=, m». 5 mmmmmm iy

B T




gm0

This story takes place in
the citadel of Shushan, in the
nation known today as Iran.
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The book of Esther records God's deliverance of His people from a threatened
destruction by the wicked Haman, a high official in King Xerxes' court. This took
place during the Jewish captivity under the rule of the Persian Empire.

Through a series of unusual circumstances, God arranged for a Jewish girl, Esther,
to become Queen, so that she would be in a position to intervene in Haman's plot
at mortal risk to her own life, to save the thousands of Jews that Haman planned to
massacre. Esther's faith in God for His protection, and obedience in going before
the King signalled a national deliverance of the Jews still celebrated today as the
feast of Purim.

Lessons from the book of Esther:

. though evil may sometimes prosper and good people may suffer, eventually God
will reverse the order,

2. God's care for his people may not always be apparent, but nevertheless it is
being exercised;

3. God forsees and provides for every emergency - with Him nothing happens by
chance.
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This poor girl had two wicked stepsisters who made her do

all the work. But one day she got to go to a royal ball in a carriage
made from a pumpkin. She was the most beautiful maiden at the ball in
I've just heard\{} her elegant gown and glass slippers that fit only her tiny feet. But at the

a story about \_ stroke of midnight her carriage turned back into a pumpkin and...
Cinderella.

Wait a minute!
Wait a minute! That's
not a true story. That's a
fairy tale!

But | do know a true story from the e
Bible that is even better than Cinderella.




( Would you tell us?)

When both of her parents died,
Mordecai, her cousin took her into his
home and raised her like his daughter.

Did she have wicked

-Si ? Y
s e —== Enough of that Cinderella stuff, Joanie.

Let me continue with this TRUE story.
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- This Story of Esther begins in the year 483 B.C. in the ancient Persian Empire.

- Xerxes was the king of this vast empire that stretched from what we know todz

_ Pakistan all the way to the African country of Sudan. Altogether, he ruled 127 provinces.
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The king has just
disposed of Queen
Vashti because she
would not obey one

of his commands.
Now he wants all the

young maidens in
the provinces to be
brought together and
be presented to him.

He'll choose one of

them to be the next

Queen.

You're so beautiful,
Esther, | know he will
choose you.




Did she have
big or little feet?

AL

" Now Joanie, if you bring up Cinderella
again, you'll have to leave.

Wow! Abook named -
I told you this is a true story, not a fairy after her. I'll be quiet until

tale. This really happened. You can read the stroke of midnight.
it for yourself in the Bible. Esther has a book

Okay, okay, just don't turn
me into a pumpkin.

just been dethroned
and Mordecai had
Y arranged for Esther to
be one of the maidens
to be presented to
King Xerxes.




Esther was first brought to Hegai, | And who is this
who was in charge of all the women in ol 4 beautiful young maiden? ‘
King Xerxes' palace.

Hegai llkad Esther and asmgned seven mards fo take
care of her. He gave her the best place possible to live.

beauty treatments to make sure they would
look their best when presented to the king.

For six months they were treated with oil and myrrh...
...and for six months with perfumes and cosmetics.
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e —( Well, not Freddy. Would you please quit interrupting the story?
We've finally gotten Joanie calmed down.

Nl _—

" Wow, even
Freddy would look

presentable after
a year of that.

Now, Esther, be sure not to tell anyone that :
you are a Jew. You won't stand a chance if ! ] b
you do and we might be in a lot of trouble. i q
- Y
A - \ '
\\ o\l ’ , ! l
g
p- U \ Okay, Mordecai, but I'm not too -
=3 Al I\ comfortable with all this secrecy. &< '

{ v sy o - . g | : i

Esther, Esther, tomorrow night ...and these

you will be presented to the King. jewels in your hair
We must get you ready.
= \ Wear this
= beautiful robe. ..




When Esther approached the King's court she was dazzled by the beauty - the marble,
the alabaster, the linen and purple drapes. Even the floor was mother of pearl.

_‘-— 3 y b_"”k 3 : |”1‘ \, 7

8 //’1"_'_""_-__-—-":"—'- Y 7

et A4 =

4

fr

ﬂ

.?_\ r* "J_b'l “' rll '

—
— ——

R, S

But when she walked into the room it F
was as if everything else dulled.
She walked with confidence and
¥ radiance no one else had ever seen.




It was love. [#W
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Let's have a banquet in honor of my new wife,
Queen Esther. Invite all the nobles and officials!
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holiday! Give everyone
gifts, for | have found
the Queen of my heart.

|1 a i F. -
(f .|| eagy B i | declare today a
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That was fantastic, Uncle Rufus. \ﬁ“\‘l""'{-f “
I\ And | don't even like love stories. S S ; '%

No. As you turn this page be \=3]
prepared to meet one of the most [ =%
horrible people in history...
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Ugh! He needs a thousand years\)
of those myrrh and oil treatments! ,

N\
/

Man, is he ugly! )

This is a family comic booE\
Why did you put some-
one so awful in here?

i bad. But when you learn about his

Well, he probably didn't look that\)
deeds you'll think he did.

Haman was ruthless. He did everything
he could to promote himself.

What can we do today to
make Haman look better?




I've got King Xerxes
right where | want him.
He's so caught up in his

pleasures he lets me
run his kingdom!

King Xerxes
liked Haman
so much he
decreed that
everyone
should bow
down and
pay honor

—D =

Eeryone bowed down to him.
Everyone that is, but Mordecai.

| only bow
down to the Lord




That made Haman the Horrible
furious!
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I've got a plan that will get Mordecai.

= ", No, not just

). Mordecai...




/H._Wghty King Xerxes, there is a certain
people dispersed and scattered among the peoples
in all the provinces of your kingdom who keep
themselves separate. Their customs are different
from all those of all other people and they do not
obey the king's laws. Itis not in the king's best
interest to tolerate them. If it pleases the king, let a
decree be issued to destroy them and | will put ten
thousand talents (375 tons) of silver into the royal
treasury for men who carry out this business.

375 tons is equal
to 70 elephants.




Keep the
money and do
with the people
as you please.

The king took off his
signet ring from his finger and
gave it to Haman.

Ah HA, I've got Mordecai
now. He'll wish now that
he kissed my feet.

When Mordecai heard what happened,
he tore his clothes, put on sackcloth and went
out into the city wailing loudly and bitterly.

' . A
In every province to which the edict of the king came,
there was great mourning among the Jews with fasting,

weeping and wailing. Many lay on sackcloth and ashes.




Queen Esther heard about Mordecai's concerns.
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.':;4"’ et o ‘ e
Hathach, go find Mordecai and find out what is troubling him.

&b BT
Queen Esther, Mordecai says
that King Xerxes has signed a decree He wants you to go to the king and
that will have every Jew put to death on get him to change the law.

the 13th day of the 12th month.

But if | go to the inner court ofthe kmg without his
invitation there is but one fate for me...DEATH!!!
The only exception is for the king to extend his golden
scepter and spare the life of the intruder. It has
been 30 days since | was called to go to the king.




[Mordecai sent back the message... Tell Mordecai to gather together all the

Jews who are in Susa, and fast for me. Do
not eat or drink for three days, night or day.

R il

Do not think that
because you are
in the king's house
you alone of all
Jews will escape.
Who knows, maybe
it was for a time
like this that you

| and my maids will fast as you do.
When this is done, | will go to the king
even though it is against the law.

Good question, Joanie. When a person fasts, they do
without food. When | fast | am usually trying to find out what
God wants me to do. The hunger pains are a constant reminder
to me to be in prayers concerning the purpose of my fast.

Uncle Rufus,
what is a fast?
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Boy, Queen Yeah, what if

Esther is a very Haman got the king
: brave lady, ) .ot TR in a bad mood?

< _.
Or puts Super Glue &=
on his scepter? "

| don't want to hear

Just wait. Queen Esther put her
the rest of the story.

faith in the God of Israel-the same
God you and | serve today. And...




As soon as three days of fasting were over,
Queen Esther dressed in royal purple.

| must be confident.
If | perish, | perish. But |
must save my people

\
She had her hair braided in gold. She was
as beautiful as the day she was chosen
Queen over all other maidens.




] He disposed Will he raise
What will he do? of Queen Vashti, what his scepter? Will | die and
i will he do to me? 4 my people with me? 4
>

T

Esther apprehensivel
takes a deep breath.

B VERY CAREFULAS YO TURNTHE PAGE.
J PLEASE DON'T MAKE ANY NOISE.
“| PLEASE DON'T MAKE THE KING ANGRY!

19






Now we asked you to
please be quiet! We'll
do this one more time.
Now please don't do
anything to make the
king more angry.

! Okay, we'll try one more
4 time. Please, please be quiet!!
Turn this page very carefully. ~

I e




When the king saw Queen Esther,
his frown melted into a smile.
N —

==

...holding it ou!stretched as Esther walked close enough to touch its goiden tlp —-
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Now, my queen, what is your wish? It [T Aapr sty 7 If it please
will be granted up to half the k|ngdom' o\ — your majesty,
= let the king and

Haman attend

the banquet |
have prepared

for the king.




Get Haman at
once so we may do
what Queen Esther
asked.

Now my queen, what is your wish? You
must have more on your mind than a mere
banquet. What is your petition? Even if it is
half my kingdom, it will be granted you!

My only request is
that you and Haman
attend another banquet
tomorrow.

Well, I'm certainly in favor. Not only do |
have the king in the palm of my hand but
the queen as well.




[~ Even the queen recognizes
how important | am. And why not?
| do all the work in the kingdom...

...and | am more handsome than the
king. | can't say that | blame the queen for
wanting me at her banquet.

As Haman leaves the banquet, [
he sees Mordecai at the gate.

b — o
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That Jew! He keeps sitting at that gate and refuses to
l bow before the mighty Haman. What am | going to do?

—

Have gallows erected and tell the
king first thing in the morning that
Mordecai must be hanged on it. Then you
can enjoy the king and queen’s banquet
knowing that you are rid of Mordecai. You
won't have to wait until the 13th day of the
12th month. You'll be rid of him now.

Zeresh, that Mordecai has
just ruined what would have
been the best day of my life.

I've been invited to another

banquet with the royal couple,
and he just sits there at the
r gate refusing to bow to me.




(Bmld me a gallows tonlghtT

Hmmmm. Mordecai saved my life soon after Esther
became queen when two of my eunuchs tried to assassinate
me. | wonder what honor we bestowed upon him.

| have a Jew to hang in the morning!
What a wonderful morning it will be.
| can't wait. l must go to the king torught d

What honor of distinction has been
given Mordecai for saving my life?

Not a thing has been done
for him, your majesty.




Haman, what should be done for a man
the king is glad to honor for a great deed? g

| would robe him in one of your
robes, set him on one of your
horses, and have him ride in pomp
throughout the city square.

Well, the king is finally going to
( recognize me for all | have done for him.
== £
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Haman, do so to Mordecai, the Jew who sits at the royal gate.

B ey

And, Haman, let nothing be omitted from what you have suggested.

Haman, look there's a gallows. i S |Gl
Wha's going to be hanged? ' = YOU. JEW!

supposed to be




If it please your majesty, then may
my life be granted me at my petition,
and my people at my request.

We have been sold. Sold to be destroyed to be kllled o
be obliterated. | beg you for our lives, my king, my husband! j==




Who is the man who dared
comemptate such a thing?







Fantastic story, Uncle Rufus!
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Jo- .
Now, I'd like to tell you
about another person.

/ He had done no wrong, just like
\ Mordecai had done no wrong.
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That person is Jesus Christ.

o rat

Uncle Rufus, I've heard about Jesus,

but I've never accepted him as my Savior.
I'd like to do that today.

(]
[

Pray this prayer
with me and ask
Jesus to come
into your heart.




Jesus, | have sinned. | am sorry for those
sins. | ask you to forgive me and come into my
ll heart. | will serve you all the days of my life.

Yes, Joanie. Accepting Jesus is one of
the most simple things you can do, but it
\ has the greatest impact on your life.

Thanks, Uncle Rufus.
| And, Uncle Rufus, I'm sorry r

| tried to mess things up by B
talking about Cinderella.

You've told me
about something real.




'%w, I'd like to talk with you. )

Satan wants all mankind
to die without accepting Jesus
Christ as Savior.

He wants you to spend Y
g eternity in hell. 'y

However,
Jesus was sent
by God to save
mankind
from this fate.




Just as Esther was prepared to sacrifice herself for her people, Jesus was a sac ifice

for ALL people.

KING
HAMAN SR
o ©®

O

[5)
ESTHE 0000 from death

was prepared sachfisad

to sacrifice Himself from

herself . . : damnation

Hanged : Will be Cast into arid it
the Lake of Fire 9 7

eternal life.

GOD

SATAN ;}e
@

Her people
00 were saved

QHIS people

9o
JESUS eooo saved

'/Jesus died on a cross for
all of the bad things you and |
have done, so that when we
die we can live forever in
Heaven with Him.

All you have to do is accept that
free gift just like Joanie did.




Pray this prayer with me.

/ Jesus, \

| realize
that | have sinned.
| ask you to forgive me.
| accept you as
my Lord and Savior.
Please come into
my heart and
make me the kind
of person you

\ want me to be. j

e

Now, find a church that believes the Bible,
and go to it. Pray every day. Read your Bible.
Remember that Jesus loves you and is the
best friend you will ever have. He'll be with

you always.

Oh, yes, ...and tell someone else!

S
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ESTHER

A poor orphan girl,
raised by her uncle,
risked her life to save
her people from certain
death! Will she be able
to save herself as well?

KING XERXES

A mighty King
of the an-
cient Persian

Empire who
ruled 127
provinces!

All the young
maidens from
the prov-
inces are to
be brought
before him to
choose his
next Queen.
Whom will he
choose?

HAMAN

A ruthless and power-
ful man in the kingdom
of King Xerxes. He en-
joyed the favor of the
king while scheming

. wicked plans to elimi-

nate the Jews. Will his
plan succeed?
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