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1Teaching Is Ministry

In this study you will learn why God wants you to teach, 
and you will be given tools to learn how to teach. In our first 
lesson we will look at Matthew 28:19–20, which shows Jesus’s 
command for us to teach.

We will also see that Christian teaching is one fundamental 
way God planned to let people know about himself. He expects 
us to share His Word and example with everyone, so they that 
they can find truth, fulfillment, and eternal life.
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The Plan
A.	 Christian Teaching Is Distinct

B.	 Christian Teaching Is Spiritual

The Goals
1.	 State the difference between teaching in general and 

Christian teaching.

2.	 Give reasons why Christian teaching is a spiritual ministry.

A.	Christian Teaching Is Distinct

Goal 1.	 State the difference between teaching in general 
and Christian teaching.

Different From Other Teaching
Teaching is done in many different places. Although we 

usually think of a school when we hear the words teach or 
teacher, much teaching occurs outside of the schoolroom.

A broad definition of teaching is “helping another person to 
learn something.” What is learned can be general knowledge 
or a particular skill. We need to learn many things to live 
successfully. Therefore, teaching is important.

Application
1	 Explain why teaching is necessary.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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2	 (Circle the letter in front of the answer that best completes 
the following sentence.) By sharing with others knowledge we 
already have, we are
a)	becoming skilled.
b)	being different.
c)	 teaching.

Christian teaching is sharing with and explaining to others 
our knowledge of the relationship between God and us. It is a 
God-given ministry of helping another person to learn about 
growing in God.

Knowledge alone is not enough. There is also the spiritual 
importance of seeing results in a person’s life. Christian 
teaching does not just present facts. It guides the learner into 
obeying the Word of God. As we obey, we come into the right 
relationship with God. (See John 8:31 and James 1:22–25.)

A Christian teacher teaches for practical results in the 
student’s life. The student shows by action that he or she has 
received what was taught. Jesus did not just issue information; 
He saw lives changed by His teaching.

Application
3	 Circle the best answer from those given in parentheses.
a)	Who gave the ministry of Christian teaching? (God/man)
b)	Christian teaching will help us and others to (only gain 

knowledge/grow spiritually)
c)	 Christian teaching is different from teaching in general in 

that it helps us to learn about (things in the world/God)

Different From Preaching and Testifying
The apostles used three methods to spread the gospel: 

preaching, testifying, and teaching. Luke 20:1 shows that Jesus 
both taught and preached. Acts 5:42 tells us the apostles “never 
stopped teaching and proclaiming the good news.” What does 
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it mean to preach? Preaching is proclaiming or announcing the 
message of the gospel in such a way that the hearer will accept 
the message and act upon it. A preacher tries to convince the 
listener to believe the message and accept it. 

Sometimes there is teaching in the preaching. Both seek for 
a change in the listener, but teaching explains while preaching 
announces the message and asks for repentance and dedication. 
Think of a sermon you may have heard recently. Were your 
emotions or mind stirred to the point that you decided to change 
in some way? Did you act upon that?

Read Acts 10:34–43, where Peter is testifying of Jesus to the 
people gathered in Cornelius’ house. In verse 39 he says that he 
and the other apostles witnessed everything Jesus did. They had 
seen His death and had seen Jesus after His resurrection. Peter 
tells his listeners that God had commanded them to preach 
and testify of Jesus. To testify means to tell about something 
you have seen or experienced. The apostles had seen and 
experienced many things that happened in Jesus’ life.

Application
4	 Match each definition in the left column to the ministry it 
best describes (right column). Write the number of the ministry 
in front of its definition.

	�����a	 Announcing the good news 1)	 Teaching
2)	 Preaching
3)	 Testifying	�����b	 Telling about something God has done 

for you

	�����c	 Explaining a truth

5	 In your notebook, write a short testimony of what the Lord 
has done in your life.

Teaching is as important as preaching and testifying. We 
need all three ways to present the gospel. It requires preparation 
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to teach, but the rewards are wonderful. Pray now for the 
Lord’s guidance about your teaching ministry.

B.	Christian Teaching Is Spiritual

Goal 2.	 Give reasons why Christian teaching is a spiritual 
ministry.

In His last words with His disciples, Jesus told them that 
part of their work would be to teach. He said,

“Go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching 
them to obey everything I have commanded 
you. And surely I am with you always, to the 
very end of the age.” (Matthew 28:19–20)

The Command
Jesus commanded His disciples to teach. This command is 

as important as any other He issued. But He did not tell us to do 
something that no one has ever done before.

The life of Moses introduces us to teaching. In Exodus 
24:12, the Lord said to Moses, “‘Come up to me on the 
mountain and stay here, and I will give you the tablets of 
stone, with the law and commands I have written for their 
instruction.’” Another word for teaching is instruction. Moses 
was to instruct Israel in the laws God gave to them. In the 
books of Numbers, Leviticus, and Deuteronomy, Moses did 
that.

Many of the priests and prophets in the Old Testament were 
also teachers. In our next lesson we will take a closer look at 
some of these.

Jesus taught as well as preached. Read John 17:6–8, where 
Jesus said that His teaching came from God. God planned that 
Jesus would teach. So when Jesus commanded us to teach, 
He was passing on a method that God initiated in His plan for 
giving His message to humankind.
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God gave teachers for the purpose of helping the church. 
Paul writes,

It was he [God] who gave some to be apostles, 
some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, 
and some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare 
God’s people for works of service, so that the 
body of Christ may be built up. (Ephesians 
4:11–12)

Teachers are needed to help in the work of building up the 
church, the body of Christ. From Old Testament times through 
the New Testament writings, the teaching ministry has been in 
the plan of God. We, also, are commanded to teach as part of 
the church’s work.

Application
6	 Circle the letter in front of each TRUE statement below.
a)	Jesus told His disciples they were to teach others.
b)	Jesus was the first teacher in the Bible.
c)	 Moses was involved with a teaching ministry.
d)	 It was in God’s plan that we should teach as Jesus taught.
e)	 Teaching is a ministry.

7	 Suppose several of your neighbors were visiting you now. 
How could you use the ministry of teaching as part of God’s 
plan?

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

The Textbook
Review Matthew 28:20. Jesus said we are to teach people to 

obey the things He commanded. This is the gospel we ourselves 
have received. Jesus also tells, in Matthew 5:17–20, that He did 
not come to do away with the Law of Moses or the teachings of 
the prophets. They were a part of His ministry. Rather, He said 
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that “‘whoever practices and teaches these commands will be 
called great in the kingdom of heaven.’”

We study many subjects that give useful facts to help us in 
our daily life. History helps us know more about the world we 
live in. Mathematics, science, and other subjects are of great 
benefit. But most significant is God’s Word, which gives us 
what we need to know about this life and eternal life. God’s 
Word reveals His plan for all of us. If we are going to teach 
people about God, and His plan for their lives, we must use His 
Book, the Bible.

Application
8	 Circle the letter before each true statement below.
a)	Jesus said we should teach God’s Word.
b)	God’s Word teaches us how to have eternal life.
c)	 We learn about God’s plan in the Bible.

The Helper
You do not need to be afraid in obeying His command to 

teach. Before Jesus returned to the Father, He promised us 
another Helper. Jesus said,

“I will ask the Father, and he will give you 
another Counselor to be with you forever—the 
Spirit of truth.” (John 14:16–17)

Jesus gave the Holy Spirit the title of Helper. Read Luke 
4:14–15 and see how this Holy Spirit helped Jesus teach. What 
does this mean to you in your teaching ministry?

Jesus explains again in John 14:26 that the Holy Spirit helps 
us serve God. He said, “‘But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, 
whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all 
things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.’”

The Holy Spirit will help us teach people what they need 
to learn. We may be talking to someone about a problem and a 
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Scripture comes to mind. The Holy Spirit helps us remember 
this Scripture in the time of need. He is our Helper. Thus, when 
you obey His command to teach, the Holy Spirit will be with 
you. He will help you to do your very best in your teaching 
ministry.

Application
9	 Who did God send to help us teach in the way Jesus taught?

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

10	Describe one way the Holy Spirit can be your Helper when 
you are teaching.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

The Students
Jesus meant for us to teach everyone. In Matthew 28:19, 

He said, “‘Go and make disciples of all nations.’” This means 
that every man, woman, and child needs to be taught to obey 
His commands. Sometimes we teach only those in our churches 
and Sunday schools. But Jesus said that wherever we find 
people we are to be ready to teach. Our neighbors, friends, and 
relatives need to be taught God’s plan for their lives. You do 
not have to be a teacher in the church before you reach out and 
teach others. We all have a command to teach as well as a need 
to be taught.

A rock thrown in a pool of water makes ripples that spread 
out in wider circles. In Exodus 17:6, God gave Israel water 
from a rock in the desert. Paul described this to the church at 
Corinth as an example for us. Paul said, “[Israel] drank the 
same spiritual drink; for they drank from the spiritual rock that 
accompanied them, and that rock was Christ” (1 Corinthians 
10:4). In the same way, our teaching of God extends to the 
world around us.
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Application
11	Can you think of anyone who does not need Christian 
teaching?

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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Check Your Answers
The answers to your study exercises are not given in the 

usual order so that you will not easily see the answer to your 
next question ahead of time.

11	No. I can’t either.

  1	It helps us learn what we need to know to live in this world.

10	He can bring Scriptures to your mind when you need them in 
your teaching.

  2	c)	 teaching.

  9	The Holy Spirit

  3	a)	God
b)	grow spiritually
c)	 God

  4	a	 2)	 Preaching
b	 3)	Testifying
c	 1)	Teaching

  8	All are true.

  6	a)	True
b)	False
c)	 True
d)	True
e)	True

  7	Your answer. Perhaps you could teach them the plan of 
salvation and tell them about God’s love for them.

  5	Your answer. Perhaps the Lord has healed you in some way 
or blessed your family.




