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God Wants You to 
Know About His 
Gifts

In the first lesson you learned that God has spiritual gifts 
for all believers. You also discovered that God expects each 
believer to be faithful in using his gifts, and that the believer 
must have love to make any gift meaningful. Now you need to 
learn some things about the gifts themselves.

This lesson will help you to understand the gifts. You will 
see that knowledge of God’s gifts is important to the believer. 
You will also begin to know the several kinds of spiritual gifts 
and how they relate to the body of believers.

One of the exciting things about this lesson is that it can 
help you recognize some spiritual gift God has for you. When 
you recognize your spiritual gift, then you can begin to develop 
it and make it more meaningful.

lesson outline
Importance of Knowing 

Knowledge Produces Faith 
Knowledge Governs Faith 
Knowledge Determines Experience

Groups of Gifts 
Gifts of Ministry 
Other Ministry Gifts 
Gifts of the Spirit
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lesson objectives
When you finish this lesson you should be able to:

• Describe in a short written paragraph why knowledge of 
spiritual gifts is important to the believer.

• List the spiritual gifts in each group.

• Distinguish between ministry gifts, other ministry gifts, and, 
the gifts of the Spirit.

learning activities
1. Read the lesson and underline words or parts of sentences 

which you feel are especially important.

2. Continue memorizing 1 Corinthians 13. Review the first two 
verses by quoting them aloud. Then memorize verses 3 and 
4.

3. In a separate notebook make a list showing the three 
groupings of spiritual gifts and fill in the related gifts as they 
are given in the lesson development.

4. Make it a practice to look up all words you are unable to 
understand using your dictionary and the glossary of key 
words at the end of this study guide.

5. Test your progress by doing the assignment following each 
step of the lesson.

6. Take the self-test at the end of the lesson. Check your 
answers. Refer back to the lesson if any answers were 
wrong, to make sure you know the correct answer.

key words
foundation supernatural govern
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lesson development

imPorTanCe of KnoWinG
Objective 1. Describe in a short written paragraph why knowledge 

of spiritual gifts is important to the believer.

Knowledge Produces Faith
Faith is at the heart of all spiritual gifts and their use. The 

fact that they are spiritual—that is, of the spirit—shows the 
need for faith. Faith makes us believers. Faith also makes us 
useful as believers, through the gifts.

Bible Knowledge FAITH Spiritual Gifts

How do people get faith? The answer is both simple and 
sure. Faith is produced by Bible knowledge. Paul made this 
clear when he wrote, “How, then, can they call on the one 
they have not believed in?” (Romans 10:14). By hearing the 
message of the gospel, knowledge is received. Once knowledge 
is received, faith becomes possible.

Think about the disciples at Ephesus. When Paul first met 
them he asked, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you 
believed?” (Acts 19:2). And they answered, “we have not even 
heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” (Acts 19:2). Because they had 
not heard, they did not know. Because they did not know, they 
could not believe.

Then Paul began to teach them. Through his teaching they 
received knowledge. And once they had knowledge faith was 
born in their hearts. Therefore, we know that knowledge of 
spiritual gifts is the first step toward faith for receiving and 
recognizing the gifts, and also for their effective use. Until we 
know about spiritual gifts it is not likely they will have the 
place in our lives and ministries that God meant them to have.

1 Read 1 Corinthians 12:1; 1 Corinthians 14:36; Acts 19:1-7; 
and Romans 12:6. Complete the statements below by placing the 
correct word or words in the blanks.
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a At the heart of all spiritual gifts is  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
b Faith is produced by  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
c The most important thing we want from this study is 

knowledge about  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Knowledge Governs Faith
Not only does knowledge produce faith, it governs it. By 

govern we mean it gives it a sense of direction and sets its 
limits. For this reason it is important that knowledge be as 
complete and true as possible. Incomplete or untrue knowledge 
in turn gives faith an incomplete or untrue base. A base is that 
upon which a thing stands. Faith without the right base of 
knowledge is like a house built upon half a foundation.

For example, many believers have been taught that the gift 
of tongues is not for our day. Because they have received this 
untrue teaching, their faith to receive this gift is lacking.

They can only believe what they know, even if what they 
think they know is unscriptural. Their faith cannot carry them 
beyond their knowledge. Unless their base of knowledge is 
corrected, these believers will go through life believing the gift 
of tongues is not for them. It is therefore very important that we 
have complete and true knowledge about spiritual gifts.

2 Read John 8:30-32. Put a circle around the letter before each 
of the following statements which is TRUE.
a Knowledge governs faith.
b Right knowledge is not important.
c Faith carries us beyond our knowledge

Knowledge Determines Experience
Since knowledge produces and governs our faith, it should 

also move us toward experience. There is an order which we 
need to keep in mind: 1) knowledge, 2) faith, and 3) experience. 
Until we know about spiritual gifts, we cannot believe by faith 
in them. Until we believe in spiritual gifts they will not likely 
be the part of our experience which God intends.

Knowledge FAITH Experience
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Review Paul’s experience at Ephesus in Acts 19. We have 
already noted that because these Ephesians did not know about 
the Holy Spirit, they could not believe in Him. Now we also 
note that because they did not know, and thus could not have 
faith, they lacked an experience which God planned for them. 
When Paul learned that they did not know about the Holy 
Spirit he began to teach them. He gave them new knowledge. 
Then they were able to believe what they had not believed 
before. And when their faith acted on their new knowledge they 
entered a whole new experience. Their new experience can be 
traced right back to their receiving new knowledge from Paul’s 
teaching.

This helps us to see how important knowledge of spiritual 
gifts is. Until we know, our experience will be limited.

Let us think about this a bit more. When Paul wrote to 
the Corinthians he stated that they had the gifts of the Spirit. 
“For in him you have been enriched in every way—in all your 
speaking and in all your knowledge— because our testimony 
about Christ was confirmed in you. Therefore you do not lack 
any spiritual gift” (1 Corinthians 1:5-7). It appears that the 
Corinthians knew of these spiritual gifts and many had them. 
Yet knowing of them and even having them was not enough. 
They needed to know how to use them, “Now about spiritual 
gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be ignorant” (1 Corinthians 
12:1).

Knowing the truth about these gifts leads us to a more 
fruitful experience in their use. This is why we need to learn all 
we can about spiritual gifts.

3 Complete each of the statements below by adding the right 
word or words.
a The correct order for receiving spiritual gifts is knowledge,

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
and  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

b Faith is produced and governed by  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
c Knowing the truth about spiritual gifts will lead us to a 

more fruitful  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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GroUPs of GifTs
Objective 2. List the spiritual gifts in each group.
Objective 3. Distinguish between ministry gifts, other ministry gifts, 

and, the gifts of the Spirit.

Gifts of Ministry
The Bible does not make an exact list under each grouping 

of spiritual gifts. Sometimes it appears to run the groupings 
together. This seems to say that all of the spiritual gifts are 
closely related. However, for our purposes in this study, it will 
help us to divide the gifts into three groups. Each group will 
have its own list. Some of the gifts in one group may seem to 
overlap, to be almost the same as some of the gifts in another 
group. This need not trouble us, for all of the gifts come from 
God and have a common purpose—the building up of the body 
of believers and for the glory of God.

This first list includes those gifts which relate mainly to our 
highest responsibilities in the body of believers. Paul gives it to 
us in Ephesians: “But to each one of us grace has been given as 
Christ apportioned it. This is why it says:  
   “But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ 
apportioned it. This is why it says: When he ascended on high, 
he led captives in his train and gave gifts to men. . . . It was he 
who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be 
evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers” (Ephesians 
4:7-8, 11).

Our list, then, that should be written down under gifts of 
ministry is:

1. Apostles

2. Prophets

3. Evangelists

4. Pastors

5. Teachers
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Some scholars tell us that pastors and teachers are meant 
to be a single gift of ministry—teaching pastors. We will learn 
more about this in our next lesson.

Also in our next lesson we will begin to learn more about 
the use of each gift. However, a look at the general purpose for 
all of these gifts of ministry will be helpful now. Paul gives it to 
us in Ephesians 4:12, he did this “to prepare God’s people for 
works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up.”

4 Read 1 Corinthians 12:27-30. Circle the letter before each 
TRUE statement below.
a The Bible gives an exact list for each group of spiritual 

gifts.
b All of the spiritual gifts seem to be closely related.
c A gift in one group may be similar to a gift in another 

group.
d All spiritual gifts do not come from God.
e The gifts of ministry are speaking with tongues, faith, and 

working of miracles.
f Pastors and teachers can also be listed as teaching pastors.

Other Ministry Gifts
Next in our three groups of spiritual gifts we have other 

ministry gifts. Before going on to find what gifts are included in 
this group, let’s remind ourselves of the three groups:

1. Gifts of Ministry

2. Other Ministry Gifts

3. Gifts of the Spirit

All of the gifts under Other Ministry Gifts are named in 
either Romans 12 or 1 Corinthians 12. They may not be as 
easily recognized as the gifts of ministry or some of the gifts of 
the Spirit. This does not mean they are unimportant. In every 
case they meet a special need in the body. Think of your heart. 
It is rather small. It is not seen. It cannot speak. Does that mean 
it is unimportant? No. Without it your hands, your feet, your 
head, and every other part of your body could not do its duty.
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The smallest part has an important function. It serves the 
good of the whole body. It may or may not be seen. But that is 
not what makes it important. What makes it important is that it 
serves the pur pose for which it was placed in the body. Without 
it the body might be unhealthy and unable to do its duty. This 
is also true of the other ministry gifts in relation to the whole 
body of believers.

Included in this group which we call Other Ministry Gifts 
are (KJV):

1. Ministering

2. Teaching

3. Exhorting

4. Giving

5. Ruling (Governments)

6. Showing mercy

7. Helps

5 Read Romans 12:6-13; 1 Corinthians 12:28; 1 Corinthians 
12:22-25. Fill in the blanks in the following statements.
a The three groups of gifts are: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
b The thing which makes a gift important is that it serves the

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . for which it was given.
c Three of the other ministry gifts are . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

6 The ministry gifts we have listed under other ministry gifts 
are important in that they
a) are easier to understand.
b) serve the purpose for which they are needed.
c) are easily recognized as being important gifts of ministry.
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Gifts of the Spirit
All spiritual gifts come from God. There is a group 

of special gifts called the Gifts of the Spirit. These are 
supernatural in a special way. The word supernatural comes 
from two words: 1) super, meaning “above,” and 2) natural, 
meaning “that which follows the ordinary course of nature.” It 
refers to the spiritual world or to God. Therefore, when we say 
the gifts of the Spirit are supernatural we mean they have their 
source in God and their power comes from God.

For example, let’s think about the gift of tongues. Our 
experience and observation says a person has an ability to learn 
a language. But we do not expect him to speak a language he 
has not yet learned. Yet when given the gift of tongues, a person 
can speak a language which he has never learned. Thus we say 
his gift is supernatural. He is able to speak with a special ability 
and power that comes from God.

The gifts of the Spirit are all supernatural. That is, they 
are not possible by human means. No human abilities can 
reproduce them. Included in this group of the gifts of the Spirit 
are:

1. Word of wisdom

2. Word of knowledge

3. Faith

4. Gifts of healing

5. Working of miracles

6. Prophecy

7. Discerning of spirits

8. Gift of tongues

9. Interpretation of tongues
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7 According to 1 Corinthians 12, all spiritual gifts are given 
by
a) believers.
b) God.
c) teachers.
d) apostles.

8 The term “supernatural,” as we have studied, means
a) human talent.
b) that which we learn, or acquire.
c) above the ordinary course of nature.

9 Speaking in an unknown heavenly language come
a) as a gift from God for a definite purpose.
b) from our human abilities.
c) by learning a natural law.

10 Circle the letter preceding each TRUE statement below.
a Gifts of ministry and other ministry gifts are somewhat 

different from gifts of the Spirit.
b Other ministry gifts are unimportant.
c All spiritual gifts are important to us because they serve a 

purpose for the body of believers.
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11 Below are listed a number of spiritual gifts. On the line 
before each one, place an M if it is a Gift of Ministry, an OM if 
it is an Other Ministry Gift and an S if it is a Gift of the Spirit.

. . . a  Prophecy

. . . b  Pastor

. . . c  Tongues

. . . d  Giving

. . . e  Faith

. . . f  Helps

. . . g  Apostles

. . . h  Gifts of healing

. . . i  Teachers

. . . j  Exhorting
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self-test
SHORT ANSWER. Complete the following statements by 
writing in the proper words on the lines provided.

1 What were the three principles given to you in this lesson 
that you should be aware of regarding spiritual gifts?

a   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

b   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

c   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

2 Name three things which knowledge does in relation to 
using the spiritual gifts.

a   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

b   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

c   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

3 Using your Bible, list the five gifts of ministry and give the 
Scripture reference where they are listed.

a   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

b   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

c   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

d   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

e   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Reference  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

4 Name four Other Ministry Gifts.

a   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

b   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

c   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

d   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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5 Without using your Bible, list the nine gifts of the Spirit.

a   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

b   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

c   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

d   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

e   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

f   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

g   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

h   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

i   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

6 Write 1 Corinthians 13:1-2 from memory below.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
MULTIPLE CHOICE. There is only one correct answer for 
each question. Circle the letter of the correct answer.

7 Right knowledge about spiritual gifts is important because it
a) makes us able to answer questions about them.
b) gives faith a good foundation.
c) helps us name the gifts.

8 Faith is produced by
a) love.
b) knowledge.
c) talents.

9 The Ephesians had not been baptized in the Holy Spirit 
because
a) they did not want to be.
b) the baptism was not for them.
c) they did not know about it.
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answers to study questions
1  a faith.
b  Bible knowledge.
c  spiritual gifts.

6  b) serve the purpose for which they are needed.

2  a True.
b  False.
c  False.

7  b) God.

3  a faith, experience.
b  knowledge.
c  experience.

8  c) above the ordinary course of nature.

4  a False.
b  True.
c  True.
d  False.
e  False.
f  True.

9  a) as a gift from God for a definite purpose.

5  a gifts of ministry, other ministry gifts, and gifts of the 
Spirit.

b  purpose.
c  exhortation, ruling, giving, showing mercy, loving, 

helps (any three of the above would be acceptable).

10 a True.
b  False.
c  True.
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11 a S
b  M
c  S
d  OM
e  S
f  OM
g  M
h  S
i  M
j  OM 
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Your Notes



2Unit



2
Lessons
  3 Apostles and Prophets
  4 Evangelists and Pastor-Teachers
  5 Gifts of Ministering, Teaching, Exhorting
  6 Gifts of Giving, Ruling, Mercy, Helping

UNDERSTANDING 
MINISTRY GIFTS

UNIT TWO: 




